St. Peter’s

Good News

October 2017

UTO Ingathering October 7th and 8th
Through her work Julia Chester
Emery fought for women to receive
canonical status as deaconesses
which to many is part of the foundation on which the ordination of
women is built.

By Abigail Floyd

The UTO is an outreach of The Episcopal Church providing grants to support projects and missions of The
Church and Anglican Communion. As
I sat down to prepare to write this news
letter article I was at a loss of what to
say. Most of the information I have
received from the UTO and ECW
over the past few months was about the birthday of Julia Chester Emery. The UTO is celebrating and honoring her Birthday
September 25th. I had no idea who she was and was frustrated
that there was little other news for me to draw from to write
about. Apparently this woman was important....so I began to
read and learn about her. I have been an Episcopalian since
birth and my Dad was a supporter of the UTO, writing a sermon utilized by the UTO as one of their brochures. I don’t recall ever hearing about her and would like to share with you
some of what I have learned. Julia Chester Emery was the
founder of The United Thank Offering. She was honored by
The Church and is now remembered in the Liturgical Calendar
on January 9. She was born September 24, 1852 in Dorchester,
Massachusetts, and died January 9,1922 in New York City.
This year she would have been 162 years old.
In 1882 The Episcopal Church was supporting 29 missionary
bishops and the Women’s Auxiliary become a primary funder
of their work. In 1883 a collection was taken during the Auxiliary’s meeting and was divided among the domestic and foreign mission fields. At the Triennial Meeting in 1889 the
Women’s Auxiliary instituted the United Offering for the support of specific mission projects. This eventually became
known as The United Thank Offering. “Blue Boxes” were
used to collect offerings of thanks for life’s blessings by the
women of The Episcopal Church. The money was used to support missions and missionaries of The Episcopal Church. In
time the UTO became the most important source for funding
missionary projects which The Church’s budget could not cover.

The UTO has a goal this year to
raise an additional $700,000 to support mission and ministry in honor
of Julia Chester Emery. I read that there are about 2 million
Episcopalians in the United States. If everyone gave a dollar........if we all contribute something.... it adds up quickly!
Please support this important outreach of The Church.
On October 7th and 8th there will be special UTO envelopes in the bulletin. Please make checks out to St. Peter’s
Church with UTO written in the memo section.
With Thanksgiving,
Abby Floyd

October Calendar Highlights
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG

Oct. 1 Annual Meeting following the 10:15
service with brunch
Oct. 1 Blessing of Animals 2:00 p.m. at
Tomlinson Park
Oct. 8

St. Paul’s Breakfast Program 7:45 a.m.

Oct. 9

Office Closed

Oct. 11 Vestry Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 13 Pallet Painting Party, 7:00 pm
Oct. 27 Big Band Concert, 7:00 pm
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by The Reverend Canon Donald J. Muller

Our Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Sunday, October 1 beginning at about 11:30 am (after the 10:15 Eucharist). (It
is possible you will be reading this after the meeting takes place.) At that meeting I will talk a little bit about my intended retirement and what St. Peter’s will need to do to get ready to “call” not “hire” a new Rector. Use the term “call” because the
Episcopal Church intends and believes that the “calling” is from God mutually discerned by Vestry and priest. Basically, that
God has discerned who should be St. Peter’s next Rector and your task and that of the field of priests is to discover God’s
choice. That process begins in humble prayer,
13. For the Election of a Bishop or other Minister
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall
choose a rector for this parish (or, bishop for this Diocese), that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your
people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
1979 BCP page 818
One of the pitfalls of the process is that parishioners think of only what they want in a Rector, not what’s best for the parish as
a whole. It is also in looking ahead, not back. Our past is the foundation for our future, but isn’t meant to be reproduced in the
future. Phrases like “we’ve never done it that way before” or “Fr. Don doesn’t it like that” won’t be very helpful going forward.
The Vestry will be contacting the Bishop to set up a meeting with him to learn of the procedures they will need to follow for
this process. I will not be involved in the calling of my successor.
Enough about that, let me share with you some exciting things that are happening:
*Beckie McCammitt, your Vestry person chair for Evangelism, has been busy. She has organized our millennial generation
to gather for fun and service. They have strawberry picking, kayaking, and worked on a Habitat for Humanity build.
Beckie also organized a table at the Medford Oktoberfest where cards were handed out, prayer requests received, candy
available for the taking, and conversations about St. Peter’s took place.
*I (along with seven other Medford Clergy) was trained and appointed as a volunteer Chaplain for the Medford Police De partment. Two of us will be on-call each month to assist the police officers as needed. We will be a bridge between the
police and the community, and assist police officers and their families. This has been a long time in the making ,and I am
pleased to be a part of it.
*We are once again taking our Blessing of Pets into the community on October 1 at 2 pm in Tomlinson Park (across from
the Medford Library) on Main Street. For the second year in a row we are joining with Medford United Methodist Church,
Faith Presbyterian Church, and Lord of Life Lutheran Church in bring this into our community in honor St. Francis.
*The Fellowship of Religious Leaders in the Medford Community, of which I have been a part since my arrival (Fr.
Moore helped start) will be offering an Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on the Sunday evening before Thanksgiving at
the Medford Friends Meeting on Union Street. For the past several years this Service was at St. Mary of the Lakes
Roman Catholic Church with a Choir festival preceding the Service. Things will be different this year. I hope you will
come and join our community.
As you can see I am not sitting back waiting until July 1 but helping St. Peter’s grow into the new mission field in which we
find ourselves.
See you in Church.
In Christ,
Fr. Don
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Church and Home
By Sue Legnani

This year seems to have had more than its share of tragedies and those who have children or grandchildren may find
themselves having conversations about tragic events like hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria, as well as riots and shooting that have occurred around the country and the world. These are very hard conversations to have with children of any
age, and most of us don’t necessarily feel confident about what we should or should not say. However, there are many
good resources to help adults to have an appropriate conversation with children, so I’d like to offer some of these tips.
One of the most important things we can do is reassure children and teens that they are safe. Limit television for young
children and be ready to have a conversation with teens about what they are seeing. Teens may need to be reassured
that the whole world is not in total chaos and you can talk about the good things people are doing to help each other.
Expect and give permission for a wide range of emotions from children and teens. Watch your child for behavior that is
not normal for them and continue to reassure them that you will do everything you can to keep them safe.
The best plan is to discuss things honestly, but without a lot of graphic detail. Be gently concrete and truthful when answering questions. Keep the conversation age appropriate.
Reinforce your family’s values. As a person of faith you can say “I just don’t know why these things happen”, but you
can point to how God uses people in bad situations to help those who are sick, injured or in danger. As Mr. Roger’s
mother pointed out to him when he was a child, “You should always look for the helpers.” We can be helpers too.
Find appropriate ways to let your children help. You can pray together as a family and there are many good prayers in
our Book of Common Prayer. (See the section Prayers and Thanksgivings, pages 814-841) Our Sunday School will be
making Prayer Cards during the next several weeks that will be sent to the Dioceses of Texas, Louisiana and Florida.
This should help our children think about and act on ways they can help with encouraging words and prayers for the
people who are going through these hard times. Since clothing and household items should not be donated at this time
perhaps your family could have a yard sale and donate the money to Episcopal Relief and Development.
Have a safety plan in place for your family in the event of an emergency. This is something we may think about, but
maybe it’s time to do it. Children and adults feel more secure if they know what to do if there is an emergency and do not
leave it to chance that things will work out without a plan. There are many sites that offer suggestions for how to do this
including our own Episcopal Relief and Development.
If you would like to have more information about talking to your child or teen about these hard subjects please just ask. I
have lots of information in my files.
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Body and Soul

Dates to Remember

By Edith Green, RN

Oct. 15th: 9 am: Family Eucharist in Chapel for children birth to grade 6. followed by Sunday School at
10:00 am. 9 am: Rite 13 and J2A classes will meet in
their classrooms.

I stood in the doorway of the shed that sits in the back of
my yard. Since I have no garage, basement or attic, the
shed is ‘it’ as far as storage goes.
I looked around at all the stuff and started to cry. I felt
overwhelmed by all the things stored in there. Things,
some of which I will never use again. How will I ever get
the energy to go through it all to see what needs to be
saved? It’s too much. I closed the shed door and, still crying, went inside. I wished I had the power to wiggle my
nose and have it all disappear like that woman on the old
TV show.
I felt less than happy for the rest of the day just thinking
about all the work that needed to be done.
So, why am I telling you this? Because the day in question was a beautiful, sunny and warm, not too hot, day. A
day in which I should have been outside admiring the
neighborhood, sitting on my deck sipping iced tea, playing in the yard with my three pound dog, anything except
sitting inside feeling sorry for myself.
How often do we do this? Especially when we feel overwhelmed by things that we know we need to do at some
point. Instead of thinking rationally and deciding how
we’ll accomplish the task at hand, we dissolve into a noman’s land of sorrow and pity.
I could have spent the day doing productive things, perhaps making a list of what I wanted done and how I’d
accomplish it. Instead of enjoying the beautiful day, I
wasted the time thinking I’d probably never get to the
project at hand. I was thinking that I’d probably put more
things in that shed so I’d NEVER find anything, even
things I wanted. It would get so full, it would fall over on
itself and I’d have a bigger mess and then what would I
do?? Oh these crazy thoughts we get, don’t we?
So, after my pity party, I did indeed make the list. Will I
ever get to the task, go through all the things that I’ve collected over many years? I hope so but, knowing myself, it
may take a while. The first thing on my list is: Enjoy today and rejoice in the beauty I see all around.
And finally: There is no cure for birth and death save to
enjoy the interval.
George Santayanna 1863 - 1952

October 29th: Blessing of Halloween Costumes following the 10:15 service. The children should bring
their costumes to church and change into them after
receiving Communion. They will gather in the Narthex
for the blessing and the procession back into the church.
This solemn but fun service emphasizes that while the
world tells us to be afraid of “things that go bump in the
night”, we are safe and loved by God and Jesus. We
can make fun of Satan and show the love of Jesus to the
world.
Nursery Care
We offer child care in our Nursery every Sunday at the
10:15 service as well as holidays and could use some
more volunteers. If you are interested please contact Sue
Legnani (slegnani@stpetersmedford.org) to be put on the
schedule. This is a great way for teens to get credit for
community service. Thank you.
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By Deacon Helen M. Orlando

My child helped me snap beans today;
She kept the bad and threw the good away.
I think how patient God must be
When I help Him the way she helps me. – Author unknown

Here’s how I snap beans. Following a ritual passed down to me by my mother, I set out two empty bowls,
one to receive the “bad” ends that I have snapped off each bean and the other to receive the “good” part of
the bean that I want to keep. Then I set to work, letting my mind wander as my fingers do their job. When
there are no more beans to be snapped, I look down at my two bowls, only to find that each is now filled
with a mixture of both beans and bean-ends. If God were to judge me according to my bean-snapping skills,
I would be in deep trouble.
Perhaps you can relate. If we are honest with ourselves, we will realize that most of us have times when our
minds wander so far away from God that we forget his love for us and fail to live lives that respond to that
love. The good news is that no matter how often we fail, God continues to love us with the same extravagant
love that once led him to give his only Son to open for us the way to perfect love, freedom and peace
May we pray that God will continue to work in us so that his extravagant love may flow through us to others.
——————————————————————————————————————

A Day for ALL Laity in the Diocese of New Jersey
Lay Empowerment Day
Saturday, November 11, 2017
The Rev. Jay Sidebotham of Renewalworks will share practical insights and best practices of vital congregations including:
Best Practice Principles in Vital Congregations: The Leader’s Heart
What does it mean to be a spiritual leader in the community?
How are Vestries and other groups spiritual communities?
Practical guide to spiritual leadership.
There is no charge to attend this event but pre-registration is required. Visit DioceseofNJ.org/MI or call
May Anne Clisham 609-394-5281 ext. 10. Lunch is available by pre-purchase during registration process
only.
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Centering Prayer Group Meeting at St. Peter's Church
Led by The Rev. Henrietta Lavengood and Mr. Peter Knerr

In the Chapel, Tuesday, October 10, 2017 7-8 PM and thereafter meeting every other Month till June. We also
have a group meeting at Trinity, Moorestown on the alternate month. Come when you can and where you can
come. You are welcome at St. Peter's and at Trinity Episcopal Church, Moorestown. A schedule of our times together will be made after our first meeting.
Centering Prayer is a way to find your "True Self" before God and as you are unconditionally loved by God. We
use Biblical study (Lectio Divina) to center; Silence to come before God together in order for God to reveal the
Spirit of God in our lives. God is able to speak to us in ways unimaginable to us until we take the time to be Quiet
and Listen to the Spirit prompting us in the ways we need to hear. These promptings come in many different
ways: an Insight into Ourselves; a Moment in Time when we are clear about our Unity with All Living Beings; or
perhaps A Direction we clearly know God means for us to follow in our lives.
We also will have guests and fellow group members share their journeys of prayer, meditation and retreats as part
of our time together in coming months.
Please join us on October 10 at 7 PM. Anyone is welcome to come and see if this way of praying is for You.
In God's Peace, Henrietta Lavengood+

St. Peters will be hosting homeless families the week of Oct. 15-22
We need volunteers each day for the following:
Transportation- pick up our guests each day at 5 pm from Interfaith Hospitality (IHN) on Main Street in Moorestown
and drive them to St. Peters. At 6:45 am drive our guests from St. Peters to IHN . The van is provided by IHN.
Overnight lodging at St. Peters- each night we need two adults to stay with the homeless. Volunteers will arrive at St.
Peters around 8:30 pm and leave the next morning around 7 am. Cots will be provided for all volunteers. You will
need to bring your own pillow, sheet and blanket.
Food- provide dinner at St. Peters. Volunteers providing and serving dinner need to be at St. Peters from 5 pm to 7
pm. Volunteers will also be needed to prepare to go bags for breakfast and lunch daily.
Entertainment- play games or other activities with the homeless after dinner. Volunteers will be at St. Peters from
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm. We welcome St. Peters youth group to participate.
Set up and take down of cots and convert Sunday school classrooms to bedrooms- After the 10:15 service on Sunday,
October 15, remove school tables and chairs, set up cots, install window treatments, make the bed for each homeless
guest and lay a towel and wash cloth on each homeless guest’s cot. On Sunday October 22 around 8:45 am, take
down the cots and place them into the storage trailer, set up the tables and chairs in the classrooms, remove the window treatments and drive the van and storage trailer to the next church.
Laundry- wash sheets, blankets and towels.
As I have said before, it takes a village to provide food and housing to the homeless. Please sign up in the narthex.
Thank you for your continued support. Joe Santangelo Joes413@yahoo.com
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PARISH NEWS
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – SUNDAY OCTOBER 1 AT 11:30 AM WITH BRUNCH
BLESSING OF PETS – SUNDAY OCTOBER 1 AT 2 PM AT TOMLINSON PARK (ACROSS
FROM THE LIBRARY) Our Annual Blessing of Pets in honor of St. Francis’ Day will take place at
Tomlinson Park (across from the Medford Library) at 2 pm on October 1. We will be joined by clergy,
people, and pets from Medford United Methodist Church, Faith Presbyterian Church, and Lord of Life
Lutheran Church. Bring your pet and add to the festivities.
FIRST SATURDAY’S AFTER 5PM EUCHARIST On the first Saturday of each month worshippers at
the 5 pm Eucharist go to dinner together at Medport Diner. Separate checks are requested and all enjoy
the fellowship. Getting to know each other outside of worship has been great. Any who attend the 5pm
Eucharist are welcome to join us at the Diner.
SPECIAL DIOCESAN CONVENTION TO BE HELD OCTOBER 7 A Special Convention of the Diocese of New Jersey will be held on Saturday October 7 at Trinity Cathedral, Trenton. At the Spring Convention in 2017, the proposed budget for 2018 was taken off the table. The primary reason for this Convention is to carry over the budget lines of 2017 into 2018 until the next Convention that will meet the
weekend of March 2-3.
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY MEETING – OCTOBER 8 AND 22 The Sunday Bible Study Group will
meet at 9 am in Moore Chapel on October 8 (Revelation 4:1-5:14) and 22 (Revelation 6:1-8:4)
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BAPTISMS
None
WEDDINGS
None
MEMORIAL SERVICES
None
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The Big Band Express In Concert,
Friday, October 27, 2017 7:00 pm
Admission Free, Freewill Offering is Requested

For more information: Call the church office at 609-654-2963,
or Tony Femiano at 609-654-1855 email: Jazzdoc733@aol.com

The BBE, a 16piece group of
retired professional musicians and music educators, was founded in January 2001 by Medford saxophonist, Tony Femiano. Their specialty is contemporary big band music with an emphasis on jazz.
The band features the music of many of the country’s finest composers and arrangers such as Sammy Nestico, Dave Wolpe, Tom Kubis, Count Basie and others, as well as arrangements by Femiano.
For this concert the band will perform a variety of music, including ballads,up-tempo swing tunes
and Latin jazz.
The members of the band, now “off the road,” are still working musicians who have performed with
many of the major entertainers and bands of the last 40 years in Atlantic City, New York, Philadelphia, Las Vegas and elsewhere. Their interest in jazz goes beyond that of a “sideline” or “leisure pursuit” and shows a genuine love and passion for this musical idiom.
Saxophones: Tony Femiano, alto sax and leader, Len Defrank, alto, Jim Giacone, tenor, Herb Smith,
tenor; and Mickey Plumeri, baritone.
Trumpets: Rick Gazda, Don Zimmerman, Duke Palladino and Paul Nagle
Trombones: Tom Baird, Ed Cascarella, Jack Hanna and Joe Janis

Rhythm: Clarence Watson, keyboard; Nick Paveromo, bass; and Dennis
Walter, drums.
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We
also
need
volunteers
to help
the night of the Pallet Painting., and to donate desserts and light appetizers and also gift cards or other door prizes. We will
need a few people to help set up and clean up. Thank you for making this fundraiser a success!
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A Vital Ministry Needs You

Philly Pops Holiday Concert 2017

By Barbara

PHILLY POPS FESTIVAL BRASS TO PERFORM
2ND ANNUAL HOLIDAY CONCERT AT BURLINGTON COUNTY LIBRARY
Ticket Packages Available; “Swings Christmas”
Show Expected to Sell Out

St. Peter’s Altar Guild is
looking for those of you who
would like to serve our
church in a small but very
important way. The altar
guild’s ministry, simply put,
is to prepare the sanctuary for
services. One’s time commitment for this would involve about an hour and a half
monthly, working with a team, to prepare for the weekend’s
services. Here’s what the altar guild members do to prepare
for services on their assigned week.

The Philly Pops Festival Brass returns to Burlington County Library in Westampton at 7 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 9,
and once again will offer up a wonderful selection of swing
favorites. Last year’s performance in the library’s auditorium drew a sellout crowd, and organizers already are making ticket packages available for this renewal of the special
holiday season show. “Once again, we will have an ensemble of world-class musicians on the library stage,” said Library Commission Chairman Ralph Shrom. “This is a concert everyone will enjoy. Not only that, all proceeds will
support future library improvements and upgrades.”
Individual tickets cost $125, but multiple ticket packages –
ranging from $200 for two guests up to $750 for 10 – also
are being offered. All guests are invited to attend a preconcert wine and cheese and a post-concert refreshment
reception.

Prepare and set out wine, Communion wafers, chalices, cruets, linens, collection plates, the missal, the Gospel, and anything else needed for the celebration of the Eucharist for each
service.
Change altar frontal and linens for each season and for special occasions/services.
Post hymns on the hymn boards, fill candles with oil, refresh
Holy Water at the entrances, and polish brass items.
Because you work with your team members on an assigned
week, “many hands make light work” in this preparation.
After each service, altar guild members clean off the altar
and set out what is needed for the next service. After the
10:15 service each Sunday, all is cleaned up and put away
for next week. Clean up takes about ten minutes.
This ministry is vital to our church and is a worthy endeavor.
It is a great way to meet and work with other members, and it
provides a sense of satisfaction and fulfillment in knowing
you are contributing to the celebration of the Eucharist at St.
Peter’s. At present, the altar guild is especially in need of
volunteers who attend the 10:15 service, but all are welcome
and we’d love to have anyone join this friendly and dedicated group of volunteers.
If you think this might be a ministry you could try at St. Peter’s, or if you would like more information, contact the
church office at the number listed on this newsletter.
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PRESS RELEASE: Philly Pops - 9/19/17 – Add One
Those interested in purchasing tickets or ads for the program book should contact Jo Anderson at
jo.anderson@verizon.net as soon as possible.
The event is sponsored by the Burlington County Library
System Foundation, a 501(c)3 non-profit that raises funds
to purchase equipment and pay for structural improvements
to the library’s branches.
Jessica Siragusa, President of the Foundation, encouraged
businesses and individuals to support the concert through
ticket packages and by purchasing ads for the evening’s
program book. Ads range from $50 to $250.
“Last year a business decided to provide concert tickets to
its employees rather than hold an office party,” Siragusa
said. “It proved to be a unique and enjoyable evening for
everyone.”

PARISH PHOTO ALBUM

Middle: FATHER DON AND SEVEN OTHER CLERGY OF
MEDFORD APPOINTED CHAPLAINS TO THE MEDFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT Father Don along with
seven other clergy from the Medford Community attended
several days of training and have been appointed to serve as
volunteer Chaplains to the Medford Township Police Department. The other clergy are: Father Dan Swift, St Mary of the
Lakes Roman Catholic Church; Pastor Joe Monahan, Medford United Methodist Church; Pastor Brian Snyder, Fellowship Alliance Chapel; Father John Bishara, St. Anthony’s
Coptic Church; Rabbi Yitzchok Kahan, Chabad of Medford;
Father John Shimchick, Orthodox Church of the Holy Cross;
and Dr. Joe Olachea, Lakes Community Chapel.

Bottom Left: Outdoor Service and
Blessing of the Labyrinth.

Photos Courtesy Of:
Michelle Scarpulla, Dave Lusk
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Bottom Right: Great Adventure Trip

Big..

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ 08055
The Rev. Donald J. Muller, D. Min., Rector
The Rev. Canon Ronald Albury, Associate Priest
The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon
Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator Sue Legnani, Director of Christian Formation
Tel: 609-654-2963 Fax: 609-654-0401 http://www.stpetersmedford.org
Email: office@stpetersmedford.org Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org
Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service.
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
1 Hartford Road
Medford, NJ 08055

Service Schedule
Saturday Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m.
Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m.
Family Eucharist....................... 10:15 a.m.
Weekdays
Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ............... 10 a.m.
Morning Prayer (Monday-Friday) .......... 9 a.m.
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