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UTO Updates & Fall Ingathering
By Abby Floyd

Of these, 25 dioceses are located in the United
States, 5 are non-domestic dioceses (one is Haiti), 6
companion dioceses,1 grant to the Office of the Presiding Bishop, and 1 Presiding Bishop grant.
Two of the grants in the US went to dioceses to promote projects to help our Native American brothers
and sisters.

*Fall United Thank Offering Ingathering*
*November 19th and 20th, 2016*

Fall is my favorite season. The air is crisp, the leaves turn
beautiful colors, we go on hayrides, pick apples and
pumpkins, roast pumpkin seeds, rake leaves into piles for
jumping in......there's football and the excitement of a new
school year. When I lived on a farm many years ago it
was a time of harvest and hard work!! Some years the
rabbits, deer, and woodchucks didn't leave much behind
but we always had enough. Sometimes we had more
than enough and gave to our neighbors who would then
have enough and take bags of produce to work to share.
And so it went year to year, but always we learned to
share what we had. I guess at this time of year with
Thanksgiving approaching we all think about what we are
grateful for and it's a perfect time to share our thanks with
others by giving what we can to the UTO at the upcoming
Ingathering. All of the money that is raised the UTO
grants to promote mission and ministries within The
Episcopal Church and Anglican Communion.
Here are the latest UTO updates:
At this years Spring Ingathering the Dioceses of New Jersey raised $8907.86 in contributions to the UTO and here
at St. Peter's we raised $338.00 for the UTO.
In June 2016 the UTO announced that it awarded more
than $1 million ($1,161,314.62) to promote projects in 32
dioceses for the mission and ministry of The Episcopal
Church and Anglican Communion.

$41,500 to the dioceses of Navaho land to protect the
Precious Sustainable Practices for Water and Harvest
within the Navajo Nation.
$50,000 to the dioceses of North Dakota to the Seven
Generations Energy Renewing and Sustaining Project
within four Native American Reservations.
Please visit the Episcopal Church web site to learn
more about the wonderful history of the Church and
the Navajo/American Indian people.
Also, there you can find the UTO and see where the
grants go and how they are utilized if you would like.
There is too much info to list it all here. Just know that
every cent makes a difference!!!

(Cont. on Page 8)

November Calendar Highlights
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG
Nov. 5-6 Consecration Sunday
Nov. 5-6 International Gift Sale
Nov. 9 Vestry Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 12 Bus Trip to NYC
Nov. 13 St. Paul’s Breakfast Program, 7:45 a.m.
Nov. 14 S.O.A.R. (Seniors On A Roll) Meeting 11 a.m.
Nov. 23 Thanksgiving Holy Eucharist, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 28 Caps & Laps 12:00 p.m.

F

P

P

by The Reverend Canon Donald J. Muller
November is a great month in the Church calendar. We begin on the 1st with All Saints’ Day. The Collect for the day
tells us what we need to know: A lmighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in
the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly
living, that we may come to those ineffable joys that you have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
We end on the 30th with the commemoration of St. Andrew. He is not only the Patron Saint of Scotland, but the one
who brought Simon Peter, his brother, to Jesus. What might we do about St. Andrew’s Day, the Collect for the Day tells
us “Give us, who are called by your Holy Word, grace to follow him without delay, and to bring those near to us into his
gracious presence;…”
These two celebrations bookend our month but they also hold up for us two important aspects of the Christian life.
From All Saints’ Day, we get the connection we have with all of the followers of Jesus “Saints” who have come before
us, who are walking the journey with us now, and those who will come after us. I imagine this celebration like the
Olympic Stadium filled to capacity with those who have already completed their earthly life cheering on those who are
still running and coming into the stadium – giving them encouragement, hope, and a sense of comradery. On this day
we are reminded that we are not alone, we don’t have to be pioneers because Jesus has already run the race, and countless others have as well.
St. Andrew’s Day reminds us that we all have a responsibility to bring others to Jesus. Like Andrew, we are not responsible for what happens after we bring them. The responsibility rests with Jesus. We do have to say why we believe and
what difference that makes to our life. Otherwise, why bother to bring someone else to Jesus.
Between these two days are three other dates worth noting: Thanksgiving Day, November 24 when we celebrate as a
Nation. As we give thanks, it helps to remember the “thanks” we are giving is to God. In the General Thanksgiving in
Morning Prayer, we get down to some specifics, “We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of
this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the
means of grace, and for the hope of glory.” The prayer goes on to pray for our awareness of God’s mercies so that we
might “with truly thankful hearts” show forth God’s praise.
There is the last Sunday of the Church year on November 20, also called “Christ the King.” The following Sunday, November 27 is the first Sunday of the new Church year, Advent I.
Of course, I couldn’t talk about this month without acknowledging Election Day on November 8. We will be electing
our President and a third of Congress. This election season has been the most uncomfortable and nasty of any I can remember. It is leaving many disgusted and concerned about the future. I have found a hymn text by Thomas Kelly living
in the late 18th to early 19th Century in Ireland, helpful and hopeful. I pray you will find it so, as well.
1 When we cannot see our way,

Let us trust, and still obey;
He who bids us forward go,

Cannot fail the way to show.

4 Night with Him is never night,
Where He is, there all is light;
When He calls us, why delay?
They are happy who obey.

2 Though the sea be deep and wide,
Though a passage be denied;
Fearless let us still proceed,
Since the Lord vouchsafes to lead.

5 Be it ours then while we’re here,
Him to follow without fear!
Where He calls us, there to go,
What He bids us, that to do.

3 Though it seems the gloom of night,
Though we see no ray of light:
Since the Lord Himself is there,
‘Tis not meet that we should fear.

In Christ, Fr. Don
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Church And Home
By Sue Legnani

November 2016
Saying grace before meals is something that most of us want to do, but is often overlooked in the business of our days.
If we do say it, it’s probably before dinner and especially on special days like Thanksgiving. Here are some special
prayers for Thanksgiving Day. This may be your chance to start a new tradition of beginning all meals with a word of
prayer.
Thanksgiving Prayer from “We Thank Thee” by Ralph Waldo Emerson
For this new morning with its light, Father, we thank thee.
For rest and shelter of the night, Father, we thank thee.
For health and food, for love and friends, for everything thy goodness sends,
Father in heaven, we thank thee.
Amen.
At Breakfast
God, with this food, you give us strength. Thank you. Give us a vision for the hours ahead and help us to use this day
to glorify you. Amen.
Thanksgiving Prayer “That We May be Renewed”
Loving God, bless our food and drink, our friendship and our laughter, that we may be renewed in body, mind and spirit
to work together for the coming of your kingdom of justice, love and peace. Amen.
The Hand that Made the Hands
For the hands that tilled, for the hands that harvested, for the hands that processed, for the hands that transported, for the
hands that stocked, for the hands that sold, for the hands that bought, for the hands that prepared, for the hands that we
hold, for the hand that made the hands, our hearts are forever grateful. Amen.
(By Ewan Aitken, printed in Blessed be our Table, Neil Paynter, Wild Goose 2003)
At Home Alone
Good Shepherd, be the guest at my table today. May this food refresh my body as you restore my soul. Lead me in the
paths of gratitude, today and always. Amen.
Grace after Meals
(If the entrée is over before you’ve remembered to say grace, you can claim the ancient Jewish custom of praying after
the meal – see Deut. 8:10)
God, we thank you for all the good we have received, especially the satisfaction and nutrition of this food. As it restores our energy, revive our spirits, so we can serve and glorify you today. Amen.
More graces can be found in The Book of Common Prayer on page 835. I thank the website Building Faith for these
prayers of thanksgiving.
I wish you a Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving.
Sue
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Christian Formation Calendar

Body and Soul
By Edith Green, RN
When I was a little girl, l lived in East Camden. I have
gone back to that neighborhood quite often of late. I
hardly recognize it now, it has changed so much. Back
then, the route I used to walk on my way to school was
filled with fields filled with wild flowers and bushes.
Now, businesses line that street filled with concrete;
bushes and wild flowers long gone. They call it progress but I wonder.

November Christian Formation Calendar
There’s Something for Everyone!
Nov. 6

All Saint’s Sunday:

7:30 am: J2A leaves on Urban Adventure to Philadelphia
9 am Sunday School and Adult program in the Chapel.
10:15 am: Children’s Chapel

Nov. 13

That was a time of innocence. Yes America was
fighting a war in places with funny sounding names but
here at home we lived our lives as if everything was
going to be fine once we conquered those other people.
We just had to wait.

9 am Sunday School and Adult program in the Chapel
10:15 am Children’s Chapel
Nov. 14

I walked home along the street with the bushes and
flowers everyday with friends or alone, no worries then
about children 6 or 7 walking alone. One day a friend
and I walked home when a man approached us. He was
sauntering along wearing a brown suit and a hat like
men always wore then, hands in pockets. We passed
him just chattering to ourselves. He passed us without a
word. After he went by, my friend said, “Did you see
that?” I shrugged a non-committal gesture. I’m not sure
if I was shocked or not. I don’t remember my reaction.

11 am S.O.A.R. (Seniors On A Roll)
The presentation will be about nutrition with a dietician
from ShopRite. Come with questions! Please see the
article in the newsletter for more information about this
event.
Nov. 20
9 am: Family Eucharist in Chapel for children birth to
grade 6.

What was so different about that man? His fly was
open and his genitals were hanging out. In today’s
world, it’s more common that it was then. I don’t know
if my friend, whose name I can’t remember, told her
mother. I know I didn’t mention it to mine. I don’t
know why. But that incident has stuck with me all
these years.

9 am: Rite 13 and J2A classes will meet in their classrooms
10 am Advent Parish Workshop in Williams Hall: The
workshop will be held in place of our regular Sunday
School classes following the service in the chapel. We will
make our own child friendly crèches to take and use at
home. All supplies will be provided for this project.

Sometimes when I think about this, I wonder what other things that man had done, were his pockets filled
with candy? Would he have spoken to me had I been
alone? On that day, did I escape a different outcome
than just going home? I’ll never know.

Blessing of crèches at all services. Br ing your cr èche to
Williams Hall to display and for a blessing.
Destination Unknown: Mar k your calendar for this
Youth Group program and watch for upcoming information about this destination from Michelle Scarpulla.

How often have each of us avoided a tragedy, sometimes without even knowing it? None of knows, how
would we? But I think God knows. How about we
thank God for those things that could have happened to
us but didn’t, how about a prayer just for being allowed
to live our lives with some minor inconveniences but
nothing tragic? And for those of us who do experience
tragedies, how about a prayer for God being with us
during those trying times?

Nov. 27
Advent 1: Thanksgiving weekend
9 am Sunday School and Adult program in the Chapel
10:15 am Children’s Chapel
A weekly Bible study is held most Wednesdays at 11 am
in the Library. All are welcome to join at any time.

And, finally…”remember you are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter than you
think.”
Christopher Robin to Winnie the Pooh
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By Deacon Helen M. Orlando

Praying Facebook
What Is 'Praying Facebook'?

Most of us spend moments of each day on some form of social media. Why not turn this routine and sometimes mindless action into an intentional, sustaining prayer practice?
Why Does This Form of Prayer Matter?

Praying Facebook is a way to shift our focus to the needs of others - making the cares and concerns not
about us, but rather about the people who share theirs. Rather than be irritated with the fancy dinner photo
your coworker shares, offer up prayers of gratitude that she has had such a wonderful experience.
Praying Facebook is also a way to make sacred something that is both meaningless and meaningful. You
know this to be true if you have ever unfriended, blocked, or angrily commented on a post that you didn't
agree with. In real life…, would you ever say to someone, "I don't want to be your friend," stamp your foot
and huff off? When you invite the God who longs for wholeness into the global dialog that occurs through
social media, perhaps you find more understanding and less to unfriend.
Through my practice, I have started to think less about what people are posting and more about the feelings and emotions that drive what they post. Anger and judgment [are often] the products of people who are entrenched in fear…
Meeting those people on social media platforms, and inviting God to be present as well, starts to change fear into compassion.

How to Pray Facebook
Praying Facebook can be done by anyone, any place, at any time. I started by simply saying a prayer for each person I
scrolled past, "God, be with Mark. God, send your love to Jim."
My practice then grew to praying for the person and what they were posting about. This does take a bit more reading
and thinking about the lives of others…Your sister posts about having a hard day at work, or her kids are driving her
crazy? My prayer would look something like this: "God, thank you for Sara and the work she does at her job/with her
kids. Be with her, God, as she continues her work."
…The next level involves praying for those who make you really angry. Before you block or unfriend, pray. It requires a level of wondering about what drives them, pondering where they are in life and how they got there. It is
about…seeing them as a beloved child of God. Just like you.
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Burlington Convocation Special Events, November 2016
Our sister congregations warmly invite us to add our support their many ministries by sharing in the following special events:
November 5
Fancy Autumn and Christmas Ribbon Wreath Fundraiser Workshop,
St. Stephen’s, Riverside Parish Hall, 6:30pm. Learn how to create a beautiful, very fancy wreath. Our professional teacher will provide the frames and the colorful ribbons and fillings. Please bring your own scissors
and wire cutters. There will be desserts and door prizes. Proceeds from the $40.00 cost will benefit the mission and ministry of the church. St. Stephen’s is at 324 Bridgeboro Street with parking and entrance to the
hall around the corner on Webster Street. Please phone the church office, 856-461-1037 or Brenda at 856-786
-3197 by October 22 for reservations.
Hoagie Sale , St. Stephen’s, Beverly, 9am-12 noon pick-up, Our next delicious freshly made St. Stephen’s
Beverly Hoagie sale is on Saturday November 5th with a selection of Italian, American, Turkey and Vegetarian for $6.00 each. We make our own hoagies and slice our own meats according to our traditional recipes. Go to the website: www.ststephensbeverly.com. Or call the church office at 609-387-0169.
November 12
Hoagie Sale, St. Mar tin-in-the-Fields, Lumberton, 9am – 2pm.
Holiday Designer Bag Bingo, Chr ist the King, Willingbor o’s Parish Hall, 12 noon. 18 and over Only,
Tickets $30 each - None Sold at the Door, Call Regina at 609-835-9654 for more information.
Soup Off Saturday, St. Stephen’s, Riverside, 5-7pm.
Contest Sponsored by the ECW of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Memorial Church, 324 Bridgeboro St. (entrance
around the corner on Webster Street.) Taste All the Soups; Vote for your favorite! $8 donation; children under 6yrs old are free! Salad, bread and dessert included. Phone the church office for more information at 856
461-1037.
Christmas Ornament Decoration Workshop, St. Stephen’s, Beverly, 2-4pm. Presented by the ECW of
St. Stephen’s, Beverly. The cost is only $30. All supplies will be provided, including light refreshments.
Start your Christmas shopping early! RSVP to St. Stephen’s, Beverly Church Office: 609-387-0169.
November 17
Chicken Luncheon, St. Stephen’s, Beverly, 11:30am-1pm.
Feathers will fly again in Beverly as we prepare for our upcoming Fresh Hot Chicken Luncheon. Phone the
church office for take-out orders: 609-387-0169. Donation is $8 per platter. Call or come early. This is a sell
-out event.
November 20
Christ the King Evensong & Benediction, Chr ist Chur ch, Bor dentown, 4pm.
Advent Wreath Making Workshop with Potluck Supper, Tr inity, Moor estown, 5pm
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PARISH NEWS
MV Rotary Spiritual Breakfast Nov. 23rd
St. Mary of the Lakes Church
Annual Ecumenical Prayer Service
Sunday, November 22 at 7 pm
Join us as we gather together with our Christian brothers and sisters for an evening of praise and thanksgiving through
song and prayer.

Caps n’ Laps
Our next meeting will be on November 28 at noon in the library. Bring your lunch. We need to decide when
to collect, sort and distribute greeting cards and 2017 calendars.
St. Peters Christmas Pageant
December 18th, 10:15
This year the children of St Peter’s are performing a Christian adaptation of the old classic, Merry Christmas Charlie
Brown. We know it will be a great show and are already starting to plan! If you or your child are interested in participating (we can use all of the help we can get!), please contact: Alexis Gosewisch, alexisgosewisch@comcast.net

Prayer for an Election
Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges: Guide the people of the United
States in the election of officials and representatives; that, by faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of
all may be protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(BCP, p. 822)
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BAPTISMS
None
WEDDINGS
None
MEMORIAL SERVICES
None
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UTO Story

UTO Story, cont.
We also had a reading of the song by Harry Chapin,
Cat's in the Cradle, which Fr.Don referenced in his
letter about Father's Day. I just wanted to share the
chorus with you. The lyrics are great but not enough
room to include.

(Continued from pg. 1)

By Abby Floyd

I would like to share with you all a personal story...it
involves the UTO as it relates to my life. After writing
the last UTO article for the newsletter for the Spring
ingathering and learning that my dad's sermon was
once used as a UTO Brochure, I asked him to read
what I had written for input/comments.

I Want to Live, I want to Grow
I Want to See I want to Know
I want to share what I can Give
I want to be I want to live.

I had done this so many times in life with school papers
etc. and he was glad to do so as always. After reading
it he called and said he wouldn't change a thing (that
was a first!!). But, he said, he might add something. I
instinctively grabbed for a pen/pencil and any paper
close by-- this felt important. Like when the professor
says you may want to write this down it may be on the
exam. He proceeded to say this: It may seem we have
little and our little can't help much. But when we
thankfully give even of the little we have, it makes a
difference.

In closing, I think I will give of what I have and trust
God to do the rest. Please join me.
With Thanksgiving and Hope,
Abby Floyd

God uses our thankful little to provide much for many! I
knew my dad was directing this statement to me--for he
knew I had very little and as always encouraged me to
give and be thankful. We said our goodbyes and see
you soon. I had to rush off to work knowing I would see
him the next weekend for Easter.
The next Morning I received a call informing me that my
dad had passed away. I didn't get to see him again and
his last words to me were about giving and the UTO. I
doesn't surprise me now that I think about it. It was his
way. I realize that though at the time it seemed the
words were directed to me they were really meant for
me to share. So, I share them with you.
I have one last thing to share with you all. It's a song by
John Denver called "I Want to Live". As a counselor at
E.C.C.C. (Episcopal Camp and Conference Center)
each unit of campers was responsible to lead the
church service every Sunday at the lakeside Chapel.

Please remember to use smile.amazon.com
when shopping on Amazon. The church will get
a percentage of your purchases.

One year we choreographed a dance to this song with
the children forming a cross at the end.

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-2367194
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Miscellaneous Events
S.O.A.R. (Seniors On A Roll) Meeting
S.O.A.R. (Seniors On A Roll) will meet on November 14th at 11AM in the library. Program will be "I'm hungry, what can I eat that's good for me?" Those who wish can also join us for lunch at the Medport Diner afterward. What is S.O.A.R.? S.O.A.R. stands for Seniors on a Roll. This group is for senior citizens to come and enjoy,
learn, and socialize with their seniors to – learn what you should/shouldn’t eat, about healthcare, etc. So, come join us
for food, fellowship, and knowledge. To learn more contact Edith Green at (856) 810-0008 or by email at
edie371@verizon.net.

———————————
2nd Annual International
Fair Trade Gift Market
Saturday, November 5, 9am-2pm
Williams Hall

Items will also be available for sale following all services the weekend of November 5 and 6.

Kick-off your Christmas shopping at St. Peter's 2nd Annual International Fair Trade Gift Market. This year's
Gift Market promises to be bigger and better than last year's, with a larger variety and quantity of in-stock
items and an expanded selection of food, beverages, and condiments, again provided by SERRV. Divine
Chocolate Advent Calendars will be available!
As last year, all items offered for sale will be unique, handmade items provided by SERRV, an established
non-profit, fair trade organization whose mission is to eradicate poverty wherever it resides by providing opportunity and support to artisans and farmers worldwide.
Whether you purchase items available at our International Gift Market or place an order for special items, you
will have your choice of a broad variety of merchandise from around the world. Look for stunning baskets,
beautiful scarves, wall décor, dishes and serve-ware, children’s toys, stocking stuffers, and Christmas décor of
all kinds. Foodies will welcome our fair trade coffees, teas, chocolate, soup mixes, relishes, and seasonings.

Proceeds of the Gift Market
SERRV artisans and the Stu-

will benefit
dents of Redemption
School
in Gonaives, Haiti
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Annual Meeting Election

Christmas Crib Display and Blessing

Elected at the Annual Meeting for the Year 2016

CHRISTMAS CRECHE (CRIB) DISPLAY AND

Warden

BLESSING

Debbie Banecker – Two-year term as Warden

After the International Gift Market last year, many were so

Vestry





touched by the “crèches” that were sold that we decided
and did a small display of crèches from our homes. This

Lisa Taylor – Three-year term, vestrymember
Barbara Kelly – Three-year term, vestrymember
John Colaianni – Three-year term, vestrymember
Beckie McCammitt – Two-year term, vestrymember

year we want to make it bigger.
So on Saturday November 19 and Sunday November 20 we
want to invite you to bring your Crèche to St. Peter’s for all

Delegates to Burlington Convocation







to see and for a blessing.

Jack Hobson
Betty Jones
Ben Jones
Mike Orlando
Jim Beard
Ann Charles
Bob Spalding

This is the weekend before Advent begins so that you will
have it back home in time.
Please bring your Crèche to St. Peter’s on November 19.
There will be tables up in Williams Hall for you to place
yours for display.
“God of Mary, Joseph, shepherds and animals, God of our

Deputies to Diocesan Convention








advent promises, bless this crèche we have prepared in remembrance of the birth of your Son, Jesus. Fill all of us

Mike Orlando
Jack Hobson
Lisa Taylor
Ben Jones – First Alternate
Daryl Albury – Second Alternate
Betty Jones – Third Alternate
Bev Scollay - Fourth Alternate

with the light of that holy night. Amen.”

Endowment Board



Marty Banecker
Fran Mitchell
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM

Pictures above and below of Blessing of the Animals, October 2nd at
Freedom Park.
Photos courtesy of Michelle Scarpulla
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ 08055
The Rev. Donald J. Muller, D. Min., Rector
The Rev. Canon Ronald Albury, Associate Priest
The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon
Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator Matt Smith, Director of Music Sue Legnani, Director of Christian Formation
Tel: 609-654-2963 Fax: 609-654-0401 http://www.stpetersmedford.org
Email: office@stpetersmedford.org Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org
Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service.
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Saturday Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m.
Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m.
Family Eucharist....................... 10:15 a.m.
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Morning Prayer (Monday-Friday) .......... 9 a.m.
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