
November 2019 

Good News
 

Fall United Thank Offering Ingathering – November 

23rd and 24th, 2019 -  As the leaves begin to turn color 

and fall from the trees, our hearts and minds turn toward 

autumn activities and memorable traditions, particularly 

around Thanksgiving. This great American holiday 

invites us to be grateful for all that we have, whether it is 

tangible or not. It is heartening that the United Thank 

Offering (UTO) is part of the fall tradition at St. Peter’s 

as it is a wonderful way to give for and to worthy 

ministries near and far that may not be funded in other 

ways. The United Thank Offering is a ministry of The 

Episcopal Church for the mission of the whole 

church. Through UTO, individuals are invited to embrace 

and deepen a personal daily spiritual discipline of 

gratitude. UTO encourages people to notice the good 

things that happen each day, give thanks to God for those 

blessings and make an offering for each blessing using a 

UTO Blue Box. UTO is entrusted to receive the offerings, 

and to distribute the 100% of what is collected to support 

innovative mission and ministry throughout The 

Episcopal Church and Provinces of the Anglican 

Communion. The motto for the United Thank Offering is: 

GRATEFUL. THANKFUL. BLESSED. We show our 

gratitude when we are showing appreciation for 

something we’ve received or have done. 

Gratitude has the power to heal, energize and change 

lives. When practiced daily, it’s like an uplifting presence 

which we can consciously invoke by the simple act – 

being grateful. Over time, you start to notice that you 

have more to feel grateful for and helps us become more 

aware of what we have. The awarded grants of the United 

Thank Offering tell the story of how American culture 

and society have changed and how our relationships 

overseas have evolved. The original vision for the use of 

funds from the United Thank Offering was to support 

mission and ministry that the Episcopal Church budget 

had not yet expanded to be able to fund. Once the budget 

was able to expand to fund the program, then new 

innovative ministries could be funded. 

 November Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 

 

 

Nov. 10 St. Paul’s Breakfast Program, 7:45 a.m. 

Nov. 13 Vestry Meeting, 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 24  Community Thanksgiving Service at       

               Friends Meeting House, Medford, 4:00    

                p.m. 

 

Nov. 27  Thanksgiving Holy Eucharist, 7:30 p.m. 

Fall UTO Ingathering 

Since 1889, UTO has awarded 5,296 grants for a total 

of $138,629,911.07. This represents over 5,121 

grants, numerous women missionaries trained and 

sent to do mission, as well as an unknown number of 

deaconess trained for ministry.  

Please pick up a Blue Box in the Narthex or Church 

Office and make a daily offering during the month of 

November (or longer!) as part of your prayer practice 

of gratitude. We will have an ingathering of all boxes 

and donations toward the UTO during the last 

weekend of this month. We are grateful for your 

support and generosity toward this important program 

that has been a blessing to many throughout the years.  



FROM THE RECTOR 
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By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

St. Peter’s – A School for Discipleship 

 

I mentioned in a recent sermon that our Bishop, The Rt. Rev. William “Chip” Stokes, wants the members of the 

Diocese of New Jersey to consider our churches “Schools of Discipleship.” It is where we learn and begin to 

practice the tools and skills we need to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  This includes Christian Formation (Sunday 

School, Bible Study, Adult Forums, etc.) and worship, as well as fellowship and outreach activities. All of these are 

aspects of our communal life in faith. 

 

This ideal is based on the notion that we are all disciples of Jesus Christ, which means we are dedicated to learning 

the discipline of living and loving the way that Jesus does. And just like all disciplines, it takes years, if not a 

lifetime, to have some level of mastery.  It takes dedication and devotion to make the time to practice these 

disciplines in order to do them well AND have the benefit of them in return.  

 

Unfortunately, it is a challenge in our busy lives to make the time we need to dedicate to the practice of our faith, as 

we need to spend more than one hour a week to practice the disciplines of faith. I liken it to eating a well-balanced 

diet.  Each day you make healthy choices to fuel your body, the more likely your body will endure and not fall 

victim to disease. It’s difficult to repair the damage done by years of bad eating habits after a diagnosis. 

 

Similarly, when life gets difficult, it is extremely helpful to have the disciplines of faith – prayer, hope, a feeling of 

God’s presence – to endure the struggle.  For those who have not exercised their discipleship muscles, it is much 

harder to endure or even understand how to cope. Some may even see it as a self-fulfilling prophecy that a “good” 

God wouldn’t allow such suffering to occur. Their understanding of God is misconstrued because they haven’t 

made the effort to learn who and what God is, as Jesus teaches us in Scripture.  “Beloved, let us love one another, 

because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not 

know God, for God is love.” 1 John 4:7-8  

 

Learning to be a disciple of Jesus is more than trying to be a good person.  We are called to love, even, or 

especially, when it is difficult or hard. Such a response seems to be at odds with our human nature, and yet we 

believe we are made in the image and likeness of God. And since we believe that “God is love,” we, too, are made 

to love. Being a part of a school for discipleship allows us to learn how to respond with God’s love, as 

demonstrated by Jesus.  His love is not saccharine or sentimental. God’s love is courageous and daring, supportive 

without being enabling, sacrificial without being a victim.  

 

As we continue our journey together, I encourage you to consider how we can make St. Peter’s a School of 

Discipleship. How can we instruct our members to live as Jesus lives and share God’s love with authenticity and 

joy?  I encourage you all to make time to come to worship, our main “classroom.”  If you have questions, please 

ask!  We are all resources for each other, fellow disciples, and learners, in the Way.  
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Church & Home 

By Sue Legnani 

“It is when we live in union and communion with God that we can speak with the same authority as did 

Jesus.  But knowing God, rather than knowing about God, is a dangerous thing.  It requires us to be like 

Jesus.  It requires us to empty ourselves and take on the form of a servant.  It requires us to become 

obedient, even to the point of death.  Only then can we say that we truly know God.”  

       Br. James Koester 

       Society of St. John the Evangelist 

 

I receive daily meditations from the brothers at the Society of St. John the Evangelist in my email.  These 

meditations are always good, but some days they are spot on and just the right words for that particular 

day.  This meditation touched me because it is at the heart of what we call Christian Formation – learning 

to know God through Jesus and not just facts about them.  Facts are important too. We need to know about 

our Biblical ancestors because their story is our story.  But, we also need to put ourselves into those stories 

in a way that helps them come alive to us.  We also need to come to know God through Jesus so they 

become alive to us and a genuine part of our lives.  To know about someone is not the same as knowing 

someone, like we know a friend or family member. 

 

Because of our Baptism and Confirmation, we adults are given the responsibility of the care and nurture in 

the faith of the children and youth of our families and in the congregation.  It is our job and calling to help 

them to know both the facts of the Jesus story and to encourage them to grow in the Spirit of Jesus so that 

as they grow in body and mind they also grow to know him as a living person, a companion, friend and 

Lord. 

 

Another way to look at this is to say that the children and youth of St. Peter’s are the apprentices to the 

adults in the congregation.  They will look to us to see how we depend on God in our lives, how we pray, 

how we live into our faith.  As a radio preacher said, “Children will not know what to do if they don’t see 

God in you.” 

 

So, what can adults do to become mentors to our children and youth?  First, help your child learn how to 

pray.  Pray at home before meals or at bedtime.  Pray at church and show your child how to use the Prayer 

Book and hymnals in the pew.  Most of all let them see YOU pray alongside of them. 

  

Second, talk about your faith with your child.  Share your beliefs and even your doubts (yes, it’s okay to 

have doubts).  Realize that none of us has all the answers, but together we can work to find them.  That’s 

why we have a faith community to support one another. 

 

Third, have fun with your faith.  If you’re happy about coming to church it might be contagious to your 

kids.  One way to do that is to attend Christian Formation together as a family.  We have an Adult Forum 

on “What does it mean to be an Episcopalian?” going on now on Sunday morning at 9 am in Moore 

Chapel at the same time as Sunday School and on Tuesday evenings in the Library.  Celebrate the seasons 

of the Church Year in your home and attend our Intergenerational Workshops.  If you want more 

information about faith in your home ask Sue Legnani or one of our clergy. We are always glad to help. 
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    By Edith Green, RN 

 

 I found this in one of those catalogues that fill 

up my mailbox and thought you’d like to read it 

too. 

 

    I AM A CHRISTIAN 

 

When I say, “I am a Christian” I not shouting, 

“I’ve been saved.” I’m whispering, “I get lost 

sometimes that’s why I chose this way.” 

 

When I say, “I am a Christian” I don’t speak 

with human pride. I’m confessing that I stumble 

needing God to be my guide. 

 

When I say, “I am a Christian” I’m not trying to 

be strong. I professing I’m weak and pray for 

strength to carry on. 

 

When I say, “I am a Christian” I’m not brag-

ging of success. I’m admitting that I’ve failed 

and cannot ever pay the debt. 

 

When I say, “I am a Christian” I don’t think I 

know it all. I submit to my confusion asking 

humbly to be taught. 

 

When I say, “I am  a Christian” I’m not claim-

ing to be perfect. My flaws are all to visible but 

God believes I’m worth it. 

 

When I say, “I am a Christian” I still feel the 

sting of pain. I have my share of heartache 

that’s why I seek God’s name.  

 

When I say, “I am a Christian” I do not wish to 

judge. I have no authority, I only know I’m 

loved.   

 

ELECTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING 

 FOR THE YEAR 2019 

 

 

VESTRY: 

Maureen Joos – Three-year term, vestry member 

Beth Toale – Three-year term, vestry member 

Bob Cullen – Three-year term, vestry member 

1 OPEN POSITION 

 

DELEGATES TO BURLINGTON CONVOCATION: 

Jack Hobson 

Ben Jones 

Betty Jones 

Beth Toale 

Betty Demmler 

Beverly Scollay 

Danielle Colaianni 

Jillian Floyd  

 

DEPUTIES TO DIOCESAN CONVENTION: 

Jack Hobson 

Mary Allan 

Jillian Floyd   

Ben Jones – First Alternate 

Beth Toale– Second Alternate 

Bev Scollay – Third Alternate  

 

ENDOWMENT BOARD:  

Jack Hobson 

Danielle Colaianni 

Jennifer Buzby 

Betty Jones  

Annual Meeting ‘19  Body and Soul 
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    Nov. 3 9:00 am: Sunday School and Adult Forum on “What does it mean to be an Episcopalian?” in 

Moore Chapel. No Rite 13 class. 

 5:30-7:30 pm J2A class. 

                          All Saint’s Sunday and Daylight Savings Time ends. 

 

5 7 pm Adult Forum on “What does it mean to be an Episcopalian?” in the Library. 

 

           6             No Wednesday Bible Study. 

 

         10 7:45 J2A goes to St. Paul’s Breakfast. 

                         9:00 am: Sunday School and Adult Forum on “What does it mean to be an Episcopalian?” in 

Moore Chapel.  No Rite 13 class. 

 

12 7 pm: Adult Forum on “What does it mean to be an Episcopalian?” in the Library. 

 

13             11:00 am Bible Study in the Library (Last day for study on Bible Women). 

 

16              Rite 13 mini retreat at St. Peter’s. 

 

        17 9:00 am: Sunday School and Adult Forum on “What does it mean to be an Episcopalian?” in 

Moore Chapel.  No Rite 13 class. 

10:15 Children’s sermon during the 10:15 service. 

 

19 7 pm: Adult Forum on “What does it mean to be an Episcopalian?” in the Library. 

 

20             11:00 am: Bible Study in the Library. New study begins on the Psalms. 

  

        24 9:00 am: Sunday School and Adult Forum on “What does it mean to be an Episcopalian?” in 

Moore Chapel. No Rite 13 class. 

       

        26 7 pm: Adult Forum on “What does it mean to be an Episcopalian?” in the  Library. 

 

27 No Wednesday Bible Study. (Happy Thanksgiving!)  

                 7:30 pm: Thanksgiving Eve Eucharist  

 

Mark your calendars!  December 1st is the First Sunday of Advent and there will be an Intergenerational 

Advent Workshop during the Christian Formation hour to prepare us for the mystery of Christmas during the 

season of Advent.  We will be making Advent Wreaths to use at home and all of the supplies will be provided.  

Please look for the sign-up sheet so we know how many supplies we need to provide. 

 

November Christian Formation  
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PARISH NEWS 

 Spiritual Breakfast - The Medford-Vincentown Rotary Club is having their 15th Annual Spiritual Breakfast 

on Wednesday, November 27th from 7:30 – 9:00 am at the Medford Lakes Country Club.  All are welcomed 

to attend.  Tickets are $19 and can be purchased by contacting David Stow at 609-953-7600 or sending a 

check to the rotary club at P.O. Box 365, Medford, NJ, 08055. I will be hosting a table and have 7 free tickets 

available for anyone who would like to join me.  First come, first serve!  Please let me know soon if you are 

interested. This is a wonderful way to start our Thanksgiving festivities.  

 

St. Peter’s Thanksgiving Eve Service will be held on Wednesday, November 27, at 7:30 pm.  

 

Volunteers Leaders needed for Advent Morning and Evening Prayer services -  Beginning Monday, 

December 2, these half-hour services will be held in Moore Memorial Chapel every Monday-Friday at 9am 

and 7pm. Our volunteer leaders serve others by making these worship opportunities available and often speak 

of how much they value this quiet time of worship. A sign-up sheet is available on the narthex table. Please 

see Rev. Valerie or Lisa Minerd with any questions or requests for training.  

 

Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, Sunday, November 17, 7:00 pm at Medford United 

Methodist Church, 2 Hartford Road, Medford -   Join neighbors from various area faith communities as 

we gather to thank God for our many blessings. Take this opportunity to connect with others and build bridges 

of understanding. Last year's interfaith service was a thoughtful time of prayer and sharing, and we look 

forward to welcoming you again! 

 

SAVE THE DATE - SOAR will not be meeting this month but please put Wednesday December 11th on your 

calendar. We will have a representative from Sunlight Care speak to us about what they offer for those of us 

who need extra help at home. Light refreshments will be served, hope to see you then!!! 

 

Thank you!  We appreciate all of those who turned in their Pledge Certificates over Commitment Weekend.  

Your support of St. Peter’s makes our ministry possible.  If you have not turned in your Pledge Certificate, 

please do so at your earliest convenience.  There are extra certificates in the narthex on the long table. 

 

Special thanks to Andrew LaRue for organizing the food after each service during Commitment Weekend.   

 

Let’s Fellowship together!  We need your help hosting coffee hour after the 7:45 and 10:15 services.  

There is a sign up board in Williams Hall.  Procedure is available with an end time of 12:30 pm. 
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CATHEDRAL DAY 2019 

 COME CELEBRATE YOUR CATHEDRAL! 

   Saturday, December 7, 3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral  

801 W State St., Trenton, NJ, 08618 

 

 Seasonal Choral Concert from Princeton Girlchoir and Princeton  

 Boychoir  

 Refreshments  

 Scavenger hunt for kids  

 Tours of the historic Cathedral  

 Pick up unique Christmas gifts at the Cathedral Shop  

 

All parishioners across the diocese are invited to the 6th Annual Cathedral Day celebrating your second church, 

Trinity Cathedral. This free event, with welcoming remarks from Dean John and a seasonal message from Bishop 

Stokes, highlights Trinity Cathedral as the second home of 

worship and fellowship for all parishioners in the Diocese (young 

and old alike) and offers a unique opportunity for families to 

introduce children and grandchildren to their Cathedral in a fun 

and festive way. We hope you will tell everyone in your 

congregation and make plans now to ensure that your church is 

part of this celebration.  

 

 

Cathedral Day 2019 
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Part of my duties as your priest is to remind you that, 

as Christians, we should not be afraid of death and 

we should be prepared for it.  One of the greatest 

gifts you can give your loved ones is to have a Last 

Will and Testament, which includes instructions for 

your funeral. We have a booklet available in the 

Church Office that will walk you through all the 

various aspects of planning a funeral, and I am 

always available to talk with you about those details. 

We also want to remind you that St. Peter’s has a 

Columbarium in our garden with niches available for 

ashes. If you are interested in purchasing a niche, the 

cost is $2000, and contracts are available in the 

Church Office as well.  Lisa will be honored to assist 

you.  

 

Another wonderful resource is the Five Wishes 

booklet, which is available in the Narthex.  Five 

Wishes is an Advanced Directive, or Living Will, 

document that offers five different scenarios about 

what medical treatment you want if you are unable to 

talk or advocate for yourself.  It also allows you to 

name a Health Care Advocate that can make 

decisions on your behalf.  This document is legally 

binding in the State of New Jersey when witnessed 

by two other adults (neither of which can be your 

Health Care Advocate). A copy of the document 

should also be given to your health care provider so 

they are aware of your wishes as well. It is important 

to talk to your loved ones about your wishes so that 

in case of an emergency, they will know what to do. 

 

I encourage all adults over the age of 18 to have an 

Advanced Directive and a Last Will and Testament, 

especially if you have children or property.  Your 

loved ones should not have to guess your wishes, 

especially in a moment of crisis.  Make these 

decisions now, like if you want to be an organ donor 

or even donate your body to science. Give yourself 

and your family peace of mind by taking this loving 

action.  

                            By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

Hope of the Resurrection Stewardship 

By The Rev. Canon Timothy Dombek 
 

My journey into the Episcopal Church meant so 

much to me — saved my life in many ways — that 

I wanted to give back in gratitude for all I had 

received. Single, starting a new job with no 

guaranteed income, I felt now was as good a time 

as any to tithe. One of the great privileges of my 

life was to have grown up in a household where my 

parents tithed. Their spiritual discipline had always 

been an inspiration for me. So very naively, I wrote 

on my pledge card, “I pledge 10% of all my income 

for the coming year,” and turned it in. And I did 

give 10% of every paycheck I received that year, 

mainly because I wrote my check to the church first 

before spending any other money. Not surprisingly, 

I never went without anything I truly needed. And 

the parish could plan the budget based on collective 

pledges with the added benefit of our time and 

talents to aid the mission of our church throughout 

the year. 
 

The surprising thing about the “giving ministry” 

that my spouse, Beth, and I now practice is that 

giving generously causes the light of Christ to 

shine in our hearts in a new way. Giving away 

money is so much fun. We still give to other 

organizations, too, but that is over and above our 

tithe that we give to God through the life, work, 

and ministry of our church, first and foremost. And 

we still never go without anything we truly need. 

Here’s something to consider. Many of us already 

have a “ministry of giving” in that we give money 

to causes and organizations. Where does giving to 

God through the ministry of your church rank in 

your ministry of giving? As my parents modeled 

tithing for me, who has modeled generosity in your 

life? How would your life change if you practiced 

giving to God through the ministry of your church 

before giving to anything else? 
 

Thanks be to God for all of God’s generous gifts, 

which enable each one of us to give generously as 

well.  
 

The Rev. Canon Timothy Dombek is rector of 

Church of the Advent in Sun City West, Arizona. 

He also serves, very part time, as Canon for 

Stewardship and Planned Giving for the Diocese of 

Arizona. He is a member of the TENS board of 

directors. 
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Left: Food table at the parish potluck dinner 

 

Bottom Left: Parishioners at the parish potluck dinner. 

 

Photos Courtesy of:  

Andrew LaRue and Tiffany Myers 
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Parish Photo Album 

Top Right: Parishioners at the Annual Meeting. 

 

Bottom Right: An J2A evening in the Wu’s backyard. 

Photos Courtesy of: 

Tiffany Myers 
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Parish Grounds Cleanup 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Service Schedule 

Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m. 

 Family Eucharist ....................... 10:15 a.m. 

Weekdays 

Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ................ 10 a.m.  

Morning Prayer (Monday-Friday) .......... 9 a.m. 
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Rector-in-Charge 

The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 

Brendan Moore, Organist     Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator      Sue Legnani, Director of Christian Formation 

Tel: 609-654-2963 Fax: 609-654-0401      http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org  Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 

abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 

... 


