
December 2019 

Good News
 

Are you looking for meaningful gifts to honor those 

you love and those to whom you are grateful?  At this 

time of year when we seek to brighten the lives of 

those we care about, let's consider making a donation 

to Episcopal Relief & Development. Episcopal Relief 

& Development has a Gifts For Life program that 

presents dollar amounts as tangible gifts, enabling you 

to tell the gift recipient that you have donated toward a 

malaria-preventive mosquito net ($12), a family goat 

($80), or an assistive device like eyeglasses for a child 

with special needs ($75).  A variety of options at a 

variety of dollar donations are available, and each gift 

comes with a printed card or e-card so that you can tell 

your gift recipient about the "life-changing gift made 

in their honor".  

 

When my kids were in elementary school and I 

wanted to express my appreciation for all their 

teachers (classroom, music, PE, art, speech, bus 

driver!), I used to make a blanket donation to 

Episcopal Relief & Development and give each of 

these adults a note of thanks letting them know about 

the gift.  I wanted to them to know that I appreciated 

what they did for my children by helping other 

children in their honor. 

 

Family members who insist they don't want anything 

(or any "thing"), Scout leaders, Sunday School 

teachers, friends, coworkers, hairdressers, or any 

person to whom you wish to spread some Christmas 

cheer  -  all make ideal candidates for a Gifts For Life 

donation. Even better, your Christmas gift (which is 

tax-deductible) will go twice as far, since all donations 

will be doubled through the end of the year (up to $1 

million). We have brochures and catalogs available for 

you to take and peruse your options.  You can also 

visit episcopalrelief.org/gifts to learn more and to 

purchase your Gifts For Life online. 

December Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 

 

December 8   St. Paul’s Breakfast program 7:45 am  

December 10  Vestry Meeting 7:00 pm 

December 21  Greening of the Church 9 am 

December 22  Christmas Pageant 10:15 am service 

December 24  Christmas Eve Services 5, 7:30 and 11 

pm 

December 25  Christmas Day Choral Holy Eucharist 

10 am 

 

Gifts For Life 

 

Thank you for considering Episcopal Relief & De-

velopment as you shop this Christmas. May you be 

blessed in this season of love and joy. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tiffany Myers and the International Outreach 

Team (IOT) 
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By The Rev. Canon  Valerie  L. Balling 

 

What Are You Waiting For? 

 

The Sunday after All Saint’s Sunday, I introduced the historical liturgical practice of a 7-week Advent that 

parallels the 7-week observance of Lent. However, Advent is not necessarily a penitential season, but rather 

a season of expectation and fulfillment. During the last three weeks in November, we heard of how Jesus 

has indeed fulfilled the prophecy as Savior for God’s people and reigns now in heaven as King of all.  All 

that was promised has been – and continues to be – accomplished with our participation and practice. 

 

Starting in December, as we begin the traditional observance of the 4-week Advent, the lectionary invites us 

to image what the world was like before it had knowledge of Christ’s offering, of the deep longing and 

desire for the Messiah to bring light and hope into God’s beloved creation and redeem it for God’s glory.  It 

is difficult for us, who have always lived during the time of Jesus’s reign, to imagine what the world was 

like before, but most (if not all) know what it is like to wait – patiently or impatiently – for something, like 

the unbridled excitement of a child for Christmas morning, or the arrival of a child itself, or perhaps even 

waiting for school (or church!) to be over and have the rest of the day “free” to pursue one’s passions or do 

nothing at all.  

 

It may be helpful to remember that we are an Advent people – we are waiting for Jesus to come again!  Our 

waiting, however, is not intended to be passive. We are to active, seeking to do God’s will in all we do.   

 

What is it that you are waiting for this Advent?  What does your heart most desire or long for?  What gift do 

you want Christ to bring you this year?  Perhaps you want your faith to be strengthened or your spirit 

calmed.  It might be you desire those things for a loved one rather than yourself.  How do you imagine 

Jesus offering that or whatever you feel you need to you?  Will it be instantaneous, like ripping of the 

wrapping on a present, or like a gentle snow fall that accumulates over a long time until everything is 

covered in a thick blanket of white? 

 

While you consider what you want to ask from Jesus, you can also consider what Jesus is asking of you.  

What present can we offer our Lord and Savior?  Perhaps the easiest and hardest is curating our time to 

make time for prayer and reflection during this season “holiday” season. Similarly, it is important to be 

intentional with what we choose to do with our time, not to do something just because it is expected, but 

because it offers us glimpses of God’s grace in our lives.  

 

Advent is a great time of year to invite a friend or family member to come to a service, to reconnect with 

what this time of year is really about, and offer them the opportunity to connect with God who is 

continually reaching out to us always and in all ways. Attending a church service might just be the best gift 

someone gets this year! 

 

I pray that Advent is a blessed time of year for you, filled with awe and wonder and hope, as we joyfully 

await the arrival of Christ being born again in our hearts, minds and souls.   

 

With Advent Blessings and Christmas Joy, 

Rev. Valerie+ 
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Church & Home 

By Sue Legnani 

 

 

 

Why do we do this thing called the Christmas Pageant each year?  We can thank St. Francis for it.  He first 

gathered villagers and some farm animals in a small cave one Christmas to reenact the birth of Jesus as a 

way of teaching the mystery of Christmas to the local people who came to watch. Besides, acting out 

something gives it a more tangible meaning than just hearing it read.  The tradition has stuck and we still 

act out this sacred story each year in thousands of churches around the world.   

 

This year we have enlisted the help of one of our young people, Elizabeth Adler, a passionate actor herself, 

to assist with the pageant.  The title of the pageant is “A Super Christmas”.  Of course it’s about the birth 

of Jesus but with some Superheroes at the manger too!  In a world where so many of us may feel like we 

can alone handle all the challenges that face us there’s a lesson to be learned from God coming into the 

world as a little baby to be with us so that we don’t have to feel like we have to be super heroes. We 

already have one and it’s Jesus.   

 

The children will be rehearsing the pageant Christmas Carols during Sunday School and we will use the 

whole Sunday School hour on December 15th to rehearse the pageant.  We also plan to have an evening 

rehearsal on Friday, December 20th from 6-8 pm. It’s very important that they attend as much as possible 

in the weeks leading up to the pageant on December 22nd (please note the change in the date from 

December 15th).  If they have lines to learn please practice with them at home.   

 

It’s hard to get kids to church as it is, but to get them here and in costume in time for a Christmas pageant 

during the pre-Christmas rush is even harder.  There’s so much to do that it would be easy to just stay 

home and catch up on the things we haven’t done yet.  However, if we skip this we miss out on one of the 

age-old traditions of the Church and our children’s participation in the retelling of the birth of Jesus, even 

when it includes Super Heroes. 

 

I hear the words of Isaiah 11:6, “A little child shall lead them.”  Despite all the other things we feel we 

should be doing, God calls us to be in community with one another and with Him, to relish passing on this 

story to another generation, to hear with new ears that God is with us. 

 

 

Wishing you a blessed Christmas, 

 

Sue  



4 

Body and Soul 

    By Edith Green, RN 

When I was a little girl, I lived in East Camden and went to church at St. Wilfrid’s on Westfield Avenue. I 

lived close enough to the church to walk and I did every Sunday morning. I was eventually confirmed at St. 

Wilfrid’s. At that time the area where I lived was partly rural even though Camden’s Business  District was 

a short bus ride away.  

Across the street from my home was a large park named Dudley Grange. The park had big shade trees, don’t 

know what kind, and benches everywhere for people to sit. Somewhere in my house is a snapshot of my 

mother and me sitting on one of the benches. In the middle of the park, was a little stone building.  On the 

second floor of that building was a small library.  

I don’t know who funded it or how it came to be. I only know that I spent many a summer’s day there 

looking at books, as well as taking some home to read. Demographically it was not diverse, I don’t 

remember any people who were not white or not Protestant.  

But, as all things do, that area has changed. The park is still there albeit not the way it used to be. Most of 

the shade trees are gone and a large part of the park itself has been taken over by a school building. The 

small stone building has long been demolished.  

The area is now diverse; lots of Latinos and African Americans live in the area. The apartment building 

where I lived has been razed in order to construct new housing. There are many more businesses along the 

main road, areas that used to be filled with fields and wild flowers. Some could say it has deteriorated.  

Many of the streets have trash littered all over and there are yards that look unkempt. The store where my 

mother bought groceries is now a liquor store and the railroad tracks nearby no longer service trains. But, St. 

Wilfrid's is still there in all it’s glory. It still has the stained-glass windows I remember from when I was a 

child. Unfortunately, it no longer has church services.  

A person who is responsible for seeing to the building, says they are trying to begin services there again. I 

hope they do. I hate to see the church where I went as a child left empty. If services do begin again, the 

demographics will be different, it will be filled with mostly Black and Brown folks and maybe a few white 

Episcopalians. It will be a good day, I will applaud heartily. 

Change is difficult but that’s the way life is. We all have to deal with change as we get older and our 

children grow. Neighborhoods change, businesses come and go, fields turn into housing complexes and 

some are tarred over. We have to learn to embrace change or we’ll spend our lives feeling sorry for 

ourselves.  

And finally:   

                                   What comes easy won’t last long, and what lasts long won’t come easy.  
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DECEMBER CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

 
                      Dec.  1                                         First Sunday of Advent  

                                                                                                                      9:00 am: Sunday School and Intergenerational Advent Wreath Workshop.  

                                                                                                                      Everyone is invited to join in! 

                                                                                                                        9:00 am J2A class meets. 

         

                                                      4                                              11:00 am Bible Study on the Psalms in the Library 

 

                                                       8                                              Second Sunday of Advent 

                                                                                                                        7:45 J2A leaves for St. Paul’s, Camden  

                                                                                                                        9:00 am: Sunday School and Christmas Pageant rehearsal. 

                                                                                                                        4-7 pm  YAC Philly Christmas Trip 

                                                                                                                        4-6 pm Rite 13 Gathering 

  

                                                    11                                          11:00 am Bible Study on the Psalms in the Library 

 

                                                                   15                                           Third Sunday of Advent 

                                                                                                                          9:00 am: Christmas Pageant rehearsal during Sunday School.   

                                                                                                                   J2A class meets 

 

                                                                    18                                          11:00 am Bible Study on the Psalms in the Library 

 

                                                                     20                                           6-7 pm (FRIDAY) CHRISTMAS PAGEANT REHEARSAL  

 

                                                      22                                            Fourth Sunday of Advent 

                                                                                                                           No Sunday School; Christmas Pageant at the 10:15 service.    

                                                                                                                          Children arrive at 9:00 am for the pageant  

                                                                                                                          12-3 pm Rite 13 Gathering 

   

                                                         29                                        First Sunday after Christmas. 

                                                                                                                         No Sunday School. 

Dates to Remember 
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We will be having an Intergenerational Advent Wreath workshop on Sunday, December 1st (the First 

Sunday of Advent) in the Parish Hall at 9 am during the Christian Formation hour.  Items for the wreaths 

including candles and greens will be available for you to use.  Parents should plan to attend with their 

children to help with this project. The kids should go to their classes first and they will join their parents 

about 9:30. We will have enough materials for one wreath per family.  A donation of $5.00 is appreciated 

to help cover the cost of the materials. 

 

ONLINE ADVENT CALENDARS AND RESOURCES: 

 

SSJE Society of Saint John the Evangelist has developed a Digital Advent Calendar which can be 

accessed via email and Pinterest. http://www.ssje.org/advent 

 

Following the Star www.d365.org 

 

Daily online devotions take on a seasonal theme beginning with first Sunday in Advent on December 1. 

Following the Star is written for teenage youth and the adults who work with them. Subscribe to the 

website to receive a daily reminder or download the mobile app; d365 Daily Devotions by Passport, Inc. 

This service is a collaborative initiative of the Youth Ministries offices of The Episcopal Church, 

Presbyterian Church USA, and Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. 

 

Advent Lectionary Reflection 
The Episcopal Church Formation Missioners invite all to embark on a photo meditation throughout the 

Season of Advent. Each day will feature a word taken from the Sunday Lectionary readings that will be 

posted on social media sites for reflection. The goal is to meditate on that word throughout the day and, if 

you find a photo that captures that word for you, post it to your social media sites with the hashtag 

#episcopaladvent as well as a hashtag for the word for the day (for example: #joy). Posts will begin 

posting on the first Sunday of Advent, December 1 and will conclude on Christmas Day. 

 

 

Follow on social media: 

 Find Episcopal Church Formation on Twitter at: 

@episcoformation, @episcoyouth, @EpiscoYAs 

On Facebook at:  

facebook.com/EpiscoFormation, facebook.com/episcopalyoungadultandcampusministries, 

facebook.com/EpiscoYouth 

On Instagram at:  

@EpiscoFormation,  @EpiscoYouth,  @episcoyas 

 

For those of you who don’t or can’t use a computer pick up a copy of Forward Day By Day in the 

Narthex and read the daily scripture and meditations each day of Advent. 

ADVENT RESOURCES 

http://www.ssje.org/advent
http://www.d365.org/
http://facebook.com/EpiscoFormation
http://facebook.com/episcopalyoungadultandcampusministries
http://facebook.com/EpiscoYouth
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PARISH NEWS 

 

PARISH REGISTER 

BAPTISMS 
Linda Renee Huber, November 3, 2019 

Lucy Maren Hilke, daughter of Ted and Jen Hilke, November 3, 2019 

Natalie Alida Hilke, daughter of Ted and Jen Hilke, November 3, 2019 

Samuel William Hilke, daughter of Ted and Jen Hilke, November 3, 2019 

WEDDINGS 

None 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

None 

Christmas Flower Offerings - Remember a loved one or give thanks to God by making a donation towards 

Christmas greens and flowers. Envelopes are included in this issue of St. Peter’s Good News. Please place 

your donation and filled-out envelope in the offering plate or mail or hand deliver it to the church office by 

Wednesday, Dec. 18th  

 

Christmas Toy Drive - As in past years, Community Ministries will be sponsoring a Christmas toy drive.  

Please take one or more ornaments, each of which represents a gift for a child, from the Christmas tree in the 

church and return it with a present.  Gifts will be distributed by the Christian Caring Center.  The deadline for 

gifts to be returned to church will be December 15.  Thank you! 

 

An Invitation to Gather for Morning and Evening Prayer in Advent 

For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel: 

In returning and rest you shall be saved; 

in quietness and in trust shall be your strength. 

Too often, we get so caught up in the hustle and bustle of the days and weeks before Christmas that we forget 

to make room for the moments of returning and rest that open us to God.  As we enter the season of Advent, 

what better way for us to prepare for the coming of the Lord than by gathering in prayer?  Join fellow 

parishioners and friends for Morning Prayer at 9am and/or Evening Prayer at 7pm, Monday-Friday, beginning 

Monday December 2 and ending with Tuesday, December 24 (Morning Prayer only.) All welcome!  
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Stewardship Update  - SHINING OUR LIGHT 

We currently have  83 Pledges totaling $168,078 . 

Our goals are to have 116 pledges for  $263,376. 

Thank you to all your have supported of God’s mission through the ministry of St. 

Peter’s. If you have not made a commitment yet, there is still time.  Please complete a  

Pledge Certificate —available in the Narthex or the Church Office—and return it either  

in the Offering Plate or to Lisa in the Church Office.  We appreciate your desire to shine 

your light  of God’s love in our community and beyond! 

 

 

During the Christmas season, the clergy of St. Peter’s make a special 

effort to carry Communion to those unable to attend services at St 

Peter’s due to illness or long-term disability. If you, or someone you 

know, would like to receive Christmas communion at home or in a 

hospital or other facility, please contact Deacon Helen Orlando at 

dcnhelen@stpetersmedford.org (856-596-

6415) or through the church office. 

 

 

 

SOAR - It’s finally here! Wednesday December 11th at 12:30PM at St. Peter’s. A 

representative from Sunlight Care Services will tell us all about this agency. They 

offer lots of options for those who might need extra help at home. It should be an 

interesting day and there will be refreshments to nosh while we listen! I hope to see 

you there! 

 

 

 

Advent Brunch - You are invited to an Advent Brunch, hosted by your vestry, on Sunday, December 22, 

following the 10:15 AM service.  Please join us for fellowship and food.  Including cookies, because this 

year, we are holding a Cookie Exchange for some 

added fun (also on Dec. 22).  To participate, bake 3-dozen 

cookies and package them in groups of 6 cookies, labeling 

the packages so that everyone knows what kind of 

cookie they are.  Nut-free is best.  You will go home with 6 

packages, or 3-dozen, of various types of cookies to enjoy. 

Yum! Contact Bev Scollay for more information or to get a 

cookie recipe if you'd like one. 

 

 
 

Other Announcements 

mailto:dcnhelen@stpetersmedford.org
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Left: November’s children’s sermon (building a church and learning that the church is really the 

people).  

 

Bottom Right: One from a baptism (the little girls helps pour the water for her own baptism)  

 

 

Photos Courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 
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St. Paul’s Breakfast Program 

Top & Bottom Left, Bottom Right:  

Members of the J2A class & adult volunteers making 

breakfast at St. Paul’s in Camden, NJ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos Courtesy of: Tiffany Myers. 
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Sunday School Events 

Top Left: Rite 13 at the pizzeria after a 

field trip 

 

Bottom Right:  

Discussion with Valerie from the Rite 13 

mini-retreat.  

 

 

 

Photos Courtesy of Kristine Adler 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Service Schedule 

Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m. 

 Family Eucharist ....................... 10:15 a.m. 

Weekdays 

Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ................ 10 a.m.  

Morning Prayer (Monday-Friday) .......... 9 a.m. 
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Rector-in-Charge 

The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 

Brendan Moore, Organist     Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator    Sue Legnani, Director of Christian Formation 

Tel: 609-654-2963 Fax: 609-654-0401     http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org  Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 

abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 

..    


