Good News

February 2020

A Call to Ruthless Sharing and Love
By J. Davey Gerhard
Jesus begins his ministry by gathering others — it is
nearly his first public act after his baptism. Peter,
Andrew, James, and John are the first to hear Jesus’
invitation to follow. It is a call so clear, so convicting,
that they drop everything to follow it. Jesus leads them,
as he leads us, through countryside that is native and into
wilderness that is wild. As Jesus moves through Galilee,
beginning his three-year ministry, he is extravagant with
his generosity, inspiring faith and growing his following.
We take note that Jesus does not hold back anything from
those to whom he ministers, proclaiming the good news,
healing every disease, and teaching everywhere he went.
This is the model he sets for us: to inspire faith and
generosity in those we meet through our own acts of
ruthless sharing and love. As the Epiphany continues to
demonstrate opportunities and examples of faith and
generosity in the months of January and February, we
encounter the familiar and challenging words of Jesus’
Sermon on the Mount. The direct teachings of Jesus point
us toward looking beyond law and tradition and finding
moments of grace that break through our routines and our
daily lives. We find this collection of teachings so
inspirational because they are at the same time about the
basic elements of our lives and our greatest aspirations
and challenges.
This season of manifestation comes to us in the clear light
of a star and ends in the dazzling light of transfiguration.
Epiphany calls us on a journey, and by faith we will
arrive at the Transfiguration. Along our journey we will
teach and be taught, we will grow in faith, and we will
follow the model that Jesus has set in sharing our gifts
with each other and a world in need. It is for this reason
that Jesus teaches us that to be called great in the
kingdom of heaven we must both do good works and
teach them. (Matthew 5:19). This is how we begin a year
of faith-filled generosity.

J. Davey Gerhard is the Executive Director of The
Episcopal Network for Stewardship, and lives and
teaches his faith in San Francisco, California.

FOR REFLECTION

• What skills do you need to grow

in order to step into the role of
sharing the work and the wisdom
of the Good News with the
world?

• Does your generosity come from
your faith? How do you describe
your conviction to others?

February Calendar Highlights
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG

Feb. 9 St. Paul’s Breakfast Program 7:45 a.m.
Feb. 11 Vestry Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Feb. 17 Office closed in observance of President’s
Day

From the Priest-in-charge
By Rev. Valerie Balling

Discipleship
While there are lots of “churchy” words that we use – “narthex”, “Eucharist”, “sacristy” etc. – discipleship is
not really one of them. Indeed, it seems to be en vogue to be a “disciple” of any number of celebrities, sports
icons, or self-help gurus. If they package up whatever they are selling in a desirable way, many people will
offer themselves and their resources to get what they think they need. However, there is still a part of the world
that recognizes the unique qualities of being a disciple of Jesus Christ. Since it is not for sale, some might
think it has no value; others might question the cost as it is not free – you do have to make sacrifices in order
to follow Jesus. And yet the benefits are immeasurable, both in this life and the next.
Being a disciple of Jesus offers purpose and meaning to one’s life by accepting that we are not alone to
struggle through this mortal life. We are promised in Jesus’s very existence that “God is with us,” every day,
guiding and supporting us with God’s love. And yet we are not always sure what is means to be a disciple of
Jesus and many times struggle with how to share our faith with others. As was pointed out by Laurie Barbato
at the Finance Annual Meeting, the word “discipline” is derived from the word “disciple.” Any activity that
takes regular time and effort to follow requires discipline. It takes discipline to have a healthy lifestyle: regular
exercise, a healthy diet and mental stimulation. It takes discipline to follow a budget: knowing your income
and expenses, making sure the latter doesn’t outpace the former!
Similarly, it takes daily time and effort to follow the way of love that Jesus taught his disciples. It takes time
to learn that basics of what Jesus teaches us because much of it seems counterintuitive, like loving our enemies
or not judging others even if they judge us. We need to be dedicated in our study of Jesus’s teaching through
regular reading of Scripture and discussion with others about what we have read, just like we do with any other
subject we learn in school or in our vocation. And then we need time to practice what we have learned. Part of
the discipline Jesus teaches us is our deep need for prayer, time to be in communication with God. Just like
any other exercise, practice makes “perfect.” We need to make time to pray in order to do it well and with
authenticity.
These foundations allow us to go into the world with the tools we need to response as disciples of Christ –
with love and respect (while still being wise as serpents and innocent as doves!). Whatever challenges or joys
we encounter in our journey, our discipline of being a follower of Jesus shapes and directs how we interact
with others. And when (not if!) we fall short of what we believe Jesus would want us to do, we ask for
forgiveness and try again. This is another important aspect of discipline – continuous practice and not loosing
heart when things don’t go as well as planned. Thankfully being a disciple of Jesus is not about perfection. It is
about the willingness to engage in the behaviors and activities that Jesus himself did in his ministry. By taking
on these disciplines for ourselves, we can see how our lives can be transformed from chaos to the fullness of
life.
During this month of February, I encourage you to consider your discipline of being a disciple of Christ. What
do you do to help you practice of learning Jesus’s way of life? What one thing would make your discipline
more deeply rooted in your daily life? And how might you share your discipline with someone else who might
also need direction in her or his life? In this way we can begin being disciples making disciples.
In Christ,
Rev. Valerie+
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Church & Home
By Sue Legnani
You may have wondered what children and youth should be learning in our Christian Formation hour on Sunday
and at home. Below you will find a list of the main things that are included in our curriculum from Pre-k to grade
5, and that we try to cover during the course of the year. Needless to say, there’s a lot and we can’t do it all in one
hour, once a week. Since parents are in every way the first teachers for their children, I thought it would be helpful
for you to know what you could introduce at home. If you were to pick one area, I would encourage you to purchase a good children’s Bible (I suggest the New International Reader’s Version (NIRV is written on a third grade
level) and read at least one Bible story each day. It’s also a great way to refresh your knowledge of basic Bible
stories and you could also share your favorites. Next month I’ll share goals for preteens and teens.
Preschool and Kindergarten
To know that God loves the child deeply.
To talk with and respond to God.
To know that we’re God’s children, created by God to love.
To experience church as a lively, secure place where people care about and listen to them.
To know teachers’ and classmates’ names.
To explore a few Old Testament stories and many from the New Testament, especially stories of Jesus.
To learn key phrases from the church’s liturgy: Amen. Thanks be to God.
To understand that at baptism we are washed with water and welcomed into God’s family.
To understand that at communion we eat bread and drink wine, happy that God loves us.
Grades 1, 2, and 3
To know the names, colors and symbols of the liturgical seasons.
To begin to understand and relate to God the Creator, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.
To feel comfortable with spontaneous prayer and to have experienced various kinds of prayer (intercession,
thanksgiving and praise).
To understand that God creates and loves our world and that we in turn are responsible for caring for it.
To know the Bible stories that recount Christmas, Easter and Pentecost events.
To understand Jesus’ acts, as recounted in the Bible that lead to our celebrations of Baptism and Eucharist and
recognize the actions of both sacraments as experienced in worship.
To understand key phrases from worship – the Nicene or Apostles’ Creed, The Lord’s Prayer and the Ten
Commandments (memorization is less important than familiarity and understanding).
To experience church as a welcoming community, learning that they are an important part of the people of
God.
Graces 4 and 5
To begin to expand a role in the church family: serving as an acolyte, singing in the youth choir, ushering,
greeting members of the congregation
To memorize and understand key phrases from worship services and biblical passages: the Nicene Creed, the
Ten Commandments, The Lord’s Prayer, the Confession, certain prayers
To master Bible skills (introduced in Grade 3); to be able to read and discuss short biblical passages
To explore the plot and characters in Jesus’ parables
To become familiar with stories that tell of Jesus’ care for the sick, the poor and the outcast
To gain an understanding of Church seasons, colors and symbols, creating symbols with personal meaning
To explore the liturgies for Eucharist and Baptism, connecting the sacraments with biblical events and our relationship to God today
To explore promises that we make to God (Baptismal vows), connecting them to daily actions.
Have questions? Don’t hesitate to ask Sue, Dcn Helen or Rev. Valerie for help.
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Body and Soul

Looking Towards Lent

By Edith Green, RN

This year, Ash Wednesday falls on February 26,
so our March “Good News” will tell you
everything you want to know about how St.
Peter’s will observe the season of Lent this year.

In the lesson last week, we heard about Jesus
seeing Simon Peter and his brother fishing. This
was their job, their livelihood. Jesus told them to
follow him and according to the Gospel, they did.
They left their home town and their father and
just left! We don’t know if they took their wives
and family with them, we just know that they
packed their stuff and went.

In the meantime, please keep the current dates in
mind.
Details will be in bulletins and sent out as
emails.

On 9/11, our country was invaded by people who
blew up the twin towers in NYC along with the
Pentagon. They also highjacked a plane over PA.
Over 3000 people died during this siege. We all
saw the devastation on our TV’s and shook our
heads that this happened in our country.
Volunteers were needed to help with the wounded
and clean-up.

•

Tuesday, February 25:
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at 5pm,
Williams Hall

•

Wednesday, February 26:
Ash Wednesday (Services at 12 noon, 6pm
and 7:30pm)

Now, at that time and even now, I had a license to
practice in New York state. I had no people living
with me that required care. I only had my dog that
would have done fine in the kennel. So why
didn’t I act like Peter and Andrew and leave to go
where I was needed? I can’t answer that. I only
know that all these years later, I regret my
decision not to go to New York and help. How
many times has God asked us to do something
that requires us to get out of our comfort zone?
And how many times have we answered that call?
I only know about myself and the answer is ‘not
enough.’

•

Thursday, February 27:
Morning Prayer at 9am; Evening Prayer at
7pm, both in Moore Memorial Chapel

•

Friday, February 28:
Morning Prayer at 9am (Chapel); Stations of
Cross in the church at 7pm.

And finally: Knowledge is when you know that
the street is a one-way street. Wisdom is looking
both ways anyway.
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Deacon’s Bench
By Deacon Helen M. Orlando
Updates from the Rev. Joseph Tancrel Diegue, Superintendent of Redemption School and Rector of the
Church of St. Basil the Great in Gonaives, Haiti
On behalf of our entire congregation, St. Peter’s International Outreach Team wired $1,100.00 to Redemption
School via the Haiti Partnership Program on September 10, 2019. Repeated attempts to verify receipt of the funds
went unanswered, largely due to a greater-than-usual amount of civic unrest in Haiti during the first part of the
school year. I finally reached Father Diegue in early January. Our email dialogue and one of several new photos of
Redemption School’s students are below. As I write, both the nation of Haiti and Diocese of Haiti are in turmoil. I
ask your continued prayers for Father Diegue and his family, the members of the Church of St. Basile the Great
and, especially, for Redemption School’s students and staff.

Deacon Helen
Friday, January 10, 2020
Dear Deacon Helen Orlando,
Thank you very much for your message from WhatsApp. I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all the
best for the New Year. Indeed, we received the 1100 dollars sent last September. This sum allowed us to make a
gesture with certain employees in December 2019. Since the political unrest, La Redemption Institution was
forced to close during the month of September. We have a lot of problems with teachers' salaries. We paid
everyone in September and part of the wages in December, but we have salary arrears for October and
November. Classes have been resumed since January 7, 2020 and the enrollment is 45 percent or 224 out of 500
students. Thank you very much for always thinking of us. I will send you pictures soon. - Father Diegue

Dear Father Diegue,
Thank you for your very quick reply to my WhatsApp message. I am glad to hear that you received the $1,100.00
sent last September and that you were able to use the funds to pay some of your teachers’ salaries. We have
recently received a matching grant of $750.00 from our diocese, which we will send as soon as possible…Today I
received the many photos you sent via WhatsApp. I will include both the text of your email and a selection from
your photos in our February newsletter, which we send to everyone in the parish. - Deacon Helen

One of Father Diegue’s photos of some of Redemption School’s
younger students. Watch the IOT bulletin board for more!
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2020 Finance Meeting Summary
For those parishioners who were not able to attend the Finance Meeting, the following is a summary of the state of
financial affairs at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.
2019 Accomplishments:

•We hired our full-time priest-in-charge!
•We did minor renovations and improvements at the rectory to get it ready for Rev. Valerie.
•We created a new logo and website for St. Peter’s.
•We finished 2019 in the black. We had no outstanding bills at the end of the year.
•We completed the process with the Board of Consultation and successfully advocated for a reduction in our required pledge to the diocese, from 16% to 8.8%.
Thanks to Mike Orlando’s expertise and donations from parishioners in memory of their departed loved ones, we
were able to purchase new computers for our parish administrator and treasurer and upgrade the Wi-Fi network to
extend to the Sunday School classrooms and Williams Hall.
2020 Status:
As of now, the 2020 budget is showing an operating deficit of almost $43,000.
How did we get in this position?
Although our 2020 pledged amount is approximately the same as in 2019, we are still down significantly from
2018. One contributing factor is the loss over the past two years of some parishioners who had pledged at higher
levels, but have moved away or are now deceased, which has affected our bottom line.
We have a full-time priest which brings many benefits, such as consistency in leadership and pastoral care, however the expense is much higher than supply priests.

What is the Vestry doing to off-set the deficit?
We continue to review all aspects of the budget to see whether cuts could be made.
We are deepening and strengthening our stewardship efforts.
We are revitalizing the Endowment Board.
What can you do (the parish)?
Make a pledge if you have not already done so.
If you have pledged, consider increasing your pledge. If all people who have pledged were able to increase their
pledge by $10.00/week (one lunch out), we would nearly cover the deficit. We know that is a lot of money and
many cannot afford that, so please consider what you can reasonably increase your pledge by.
Keep your pledge current even if you do not attend church every Sunday.
Fill an open position on vestry: Stewardship or Fellowship
Join a team: New Members, Endowment, Finance, Buildings and Grounds, Community Ministries, Communication or Hospitality.
Support our fundraisers including the Golf Tournament and Designer Bag Bingo, and any new ones being planned
this year.
Bring forth other ideas you may have. Rev. Valerie and the vestry are here and willing to listen.
Be assured that St. Peter's is a strong, faithful congregation seeking to do God's will in a changing context. None
of our challenges are unique or insurmountable. With prayer and guidance from the Holy Spirit, St. Peter's will
continue to share Christ's love for many years to come.
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PARISH NEWS
Getting Ready For Lent: Digital Help With Our Prayer Life - You can now utilize the Episcopal
Prayer Skill available through Alexa. The skill begins with Alexa saying, “The Lord be with you.”
There is a Collect (a prayer), a Canticle (A non-metrical song used in worship often drawn from scripture
other than the book of Psalms), a Psalm, a Lesson (scripture passage), The Lord’s Prayer, another
Collect, and a few closing words. TryTank offers a brief video tutorial and a sample of The Episcopal
Prayer Alexa Skill.
Pray As you Go is a daily prayer session, designed for use on portable devices and available for free
through the App Store and Google Play. Each session is 10-13 minutes, combining music, scripture, and
some questions for reflection to help you pray whenever you find time, but particularly while traveling to
and from work, study, etc. It is produced by Jesuit Media Initiatives, with material written by a number
Jesuits.
Van Duzer and ECW Scholarship Applications Due March 1 - Van Duzer Scholarships offer
assistance for recent high school graduates preparing to enter their first year of accredited post-secondary
education. ECW scholarships are also available for seniors and college students. Application forms are
now available in the narthex and must be postmarked no later than March 1.
Ash Wednesday is February 26th. - Services will be held at 12 noon (Contemplative)
6:00 PM (Specifically for the young and young at heart); 7:30 PM (Choral Eucharist)
More information about special activities during Lent will be published in the March Newsletter.

Parish Register
BAPTISMS
Lucille May and Rubina Bay Canal, daughter of Thomas and Kathleen Canal, January 12,
2020
WEDDINGS
None
MEMORIAL SERVICES
None
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Bruce Cecchini Bio

Hello! My name is Bruce Cecchini. I currently live in
Berlin, New Jersey, and have so for the past forty years.
I am married to my wife, Gail.
We will be celebrating our 40th anniversary this April.
We have two adult children, Peter and Matthew, and
two grandchildren, Emilia and Leo. We also have three
Chocolate Labs. My wife and I worship at Church of
the Good Shepherd in Berlin where I have served as a
vestry member and Junior Warden. My wife also serves
as treasurer.
We vacation in Saint Albans, Maine, where we have a summer home. I am a retired public
school teacher and am currently an adjunct instructor at Camden County College. I am
involved in Kenosis Prison Ministry, a non-denominational group of men, ministering to the
incarcerated at Bayside State Prison and Garden State Correctional Facility.
I am in my second year of the three-year program for the School of Deacons. I look forward
to working with Reverend Valerie, Deacon Helen, and all of you at Saint Peter’s. May God
bless.
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Christian Form. Calendar

Christian Formation
Feb. 2
9

9:00 am: Sunday School and J2A class.
7:45: J2A leaves for St. Paul’s Breakfast
9:00 am: Sunday School (Sunday School Valentine Outreach) Everyone is welcome to
participate in this project. Cards and donated items will be taken to Weissman Rehab
Hospital and Nemours Rehab.

14

St. Valentine Day (look up information about him on the web)

16

9:00 am: Sunday School and J2A class.
11:30-3: Rite 13 program in the library.

23

9:00 am: Sunday School and J2A class.

25

5:30 pm: Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner

26

6 pm: Children’s Ash Wednesday Service (other services will also be held at 12
Noon and 7:30 pm. but the 6 pm service is especially for kids)
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From the Vestry

News about “Deacon Ken”

By Michelle Scarpulla
On January 17 and 18th the 2019 and 2020 vestry
members gathered for a two day retreat with Reverend
Valerie. The purpose of this retreat was to be together
in fellowship, discern God’s call for St. Peter’s and
develop a plan to follow this call. Part of the retreat
focused on our goals for 2020. These included:
Build up fellowship and social events
Provide small group opportunities (similar to Alpha)
Create a plan for welcoming new people to St. Peter’s
Convene with other local Episcopal churches to
discuss successes and challenges they have
experienced, and share ideas
Plan and execute additional fundraisers
Be more visible to the parish (as vestry members)
Revitalize the Endowment Board

Many of you have been asking for news about
Deacon Ken Carpinelli. I am happy to inform you
that Deacon Ken has been serving with the Rev.
Canon Richard Wrede at the Church of St. John
the Evangelist in Chews Landing since early December.

th

He reports that he enjoys working with Father
Wrede, who was one of his professors in the
School for Deacons, and is grateful that St. John’s,
Chews Landing is located within the school district
where he works as a school psychologist.
Deacon Ken has already started a Prayer Chain at
St. John’s and is training to be certified as a police
chaplain for the Gloucester Township Police Department. In response to my statement that we all
miss him at St. Peter’s, he asked me to say “hello”
and to let all of you know that he also misses us
and hopes that everyone is doing well.

Create functional teams for each of the vestry areas,
such as discipleship, hospitality, communications
We encourage every member of the parish to consider
the talents and gifts you have, and consider joining one
(or more!) of these vestry teams. All vestry positions
are too much work for one person, but a team helps
everything to go more smoothly. If you’d like
information on any of the teams, you can reach out to
Reverend Valerie or any of the vestry members.
The current vestry includes the following members:
Michelle Scarpulla, Senior Warden; Andrew LaRue,
Junior Warden; Tiffany Myers, Communications;
Jack Hobson, Finance; Beverly Scollay, Hospitality;
Sheila Miller, Christian Education; Bob Cullen,
Buildings; Scott Fallon, Grounds; Beth Toale,
Discipleship/New Members; and Maureen Joos,
Community Ministries. Feel free to reach out to any
vestry member with any questions, concerns or
suggestions.
Additionally, please feel free to make use of the Vestry
suggestion box on the table in the narthex. We
currently have two open positions on vestry:
Stewardship and Evangelism. If you feel you have
talents and time that can be useful in either of these
areas, please let Reverend Valerie know. Finally, we
would like to thank our outgoing vestry members:
Jennifer Buzby, John Colaianni, and Barbara Kelly
who have each put in multiple terms on vestry. Thank
you for all that you have done for St. Peter’s. You have
left big shoes to fill!

And now, let’s welcome…
…Bruce Cecchini, who began his deacon internship period at St. Peter’s on the weekend of the
Third Sunday after the Epiphany (January 25&26).
Please introduce yourself to him and make him
feel welcome among us.
Deacon Helen
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM

Top Right: Double baptism of Lucille &
Rubina Canal

Center-Left: Our vestry members were commissioned
at weekend services on Jan. 25-26. Pictured are Tiffany
Myers, Bob Cullen, Andrew LaRue (junior warden),
Scott Fallon, and Beverly Scollay. (Photo: Kristine
Adler)

Bottom Right: Our annual
Finance Meeting was held on
Jan. 26.
Photos Courtesy of Tiffany
Myers
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
..

One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ 08055
Priest-In-Charge Valerie Balling
The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon
Brendan Moore, Music Director Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator Sue Legnani, Director of Christian Formation
Tel: 609-654-2963
Fax: 609-654-0401
http://www.stpetersmedford.org
Email: office@stpetersmedford.org
Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org
Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service.
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
1 Hartford Road
Medford, NJ 08055

Service Schedule
Saturday Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m.
Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m.
Family Eucharist....................... 10:15 a.m.
Weekdays
Wednesday, Healing Eucharist................ 10 a.m.
Morning Prayer (Monday-Friday) .......... 9 a.m.
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