Good News

April 2020

God is our Source
By Jack Hobson
These are challenging times. With the COVID-19
contagion spreading, we are required to practice social
distancing, keeping us from gathering together for
worship. St. Peter’s continues to support your spiritual
growth by holding online services on Saturday evenings
and Sunday mornings.
We are also streaming some Morning and Evening Prayer
services on weekdays and Stations of the Cross on
Fridays during Lent. Please see our Facebook page for
details. Even though we can’t meet in the church building
for services, our organization depends on donations; bills
still need to be paid.
These include payroll for staff and clergy, insurance,
utilities, office and cleaning supplies, etc. Since most
parishioners bring their pledges and tithes with them to
services and we are not holding services in our building, a
decline in offering donations has placed St. Peter’s in a
cash flow crisis. This monetary crisis requires extreme
belt tightening.

We appreciate your commitment to support your
spiritual family. During this unique season, there
are several ways you can continue your support as
you are able for St. Peter’s through your pledges,
gifts and tithes:
•Mail

a check to St Peter’s Episcopal Church, 1
Hartford Road, Medford, NJ 08055. The pledge
envelopes are designed to be sent in by mail.
•PayPal

- for instructions using PayPal go to
https://stpetersmedford.org/giving/
•FaithStreet

Giving - for instructions using
FaithStreet contact Lisa, St. Peter’s Parish
Administrator
•Bank

to bank transfers - contact your bank to
setup the transfer. You will also need to contact
Danielle Colaianni, St. Peter’s treasurer, to obtain
St. Peter’s bank routing and account information.
Set up a bill payment through your bank that will
automatically send a check to St. Peter’s. This is
a free service through many banks.
•

All purchases are being suspended, payments for
pensions and Diocesan assessment are being deferred.
The surplus from last year has been used up to pay some
of this year’s cash flow deficit, so the financial cushion
has been depleted.
These steps alone are still not enough to meet the budget.
It is with much regret that the Vestry has been forced to
furlough some staff members. We understand some of
our parishioners have been financially affected by the
temporary closing of businesses where they work, and
there may be a fear of ‘not enough’.
Knowing that God is the Source of our supply, we pray
for your continued prosperity and health. By pulling
together we will weather this crisis and come together
again in Holy Communion.

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church is here for you. Rev.
Valerie, Deacon Helen, and the Prayer Vine
continue to pray with and for you. If you have any
prayer requests and concerns, please reach out to
the church office at 609.654.2963 and leave a
message or email office@stpetersmedford.org,
call Rev. Valerie at 609-760-3159 or email her at
canonballing@stpetersmedford.org, or call Lisa at
856-313-0446.
In Loving Service of our Lord.
Jack

From the Priest-in-charge
By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling
Being the Body of Christ
Although Christmas gets more attention from the secular society, Easter is the most important Christian
religious holy day. Jesus’s resurrection is THE pivotal event that changed everything, especially within
God’s and humans’ relationship with each other. In the act of ultimate sacrifice – an innocent man
allowing himself to be killed – we bear witness to God’s unrelenting love for us. Our yearly celebration of
this incredible, mysterious act is always a highlight of the Church year.
This year our celebration will be different. We are making a different sacrifice of staying apart in order to
show our love for each other. We will not be in the same space to offer heartily the Easter Acclamation:
“Alleluia! Christ is Risen! The Lord is risen, indeed! Alleluia!” I will miss that most deeply, but it doesn’t
negate or separate us for the truth of Christ’s triumphant resurrection. Christ is alive in all of us, each and
every day, and we are enlivened with Christ’s Spirit to be the Body of Christ in the world, however and
whenever we can.
I encourage you and your families to do something special for Easter to celebrate the day. It could be
something as simple as finding an item in the house or yard that reminds us of God’s love for us, or how we
are changed because of God’s presence in our lives. Or, if possible, plant a flower to celebrate our re-birth
in God, offering beauty and delight in our world. Since our lives have confined us in a space, do something
to make that space feel open and free, as Christ’s tomb was broken open for us. When our quarantine is
over (O Lord, hear our prayer!), I look forward to celebrating Easter with you in person. Remember the
Church season of Easter is 50 days long, so I am hopeful it will happen. In the meantime, we take comfort
in the knowledge that our sacrifice will benefit ourselves and our neighbors, demonstrating our love in a
very concrete way.
The Vestry and I want to make sure all members of St. Peter’s have as much information as possible about
what is happening in our congregation and around the Diocese. If you are interested, we are having
Townhall meetings using a video teleconference system call Zoom. If you have a computer, you can access
the meeting at https://zoom.us/j/9194312541. If your computer has video and audio capability, you can
answer yes to using your computer’s camera and microphone. If you have not used Zoom before, you will
need to download the software, which will happen when you access this site. Give yourself at least 15
minutes prior to the meeting in order make sure you have access.
If you don’t have a computer, you can participate over the telephone by calling +1 (646) 558-8656. The
access code for the meeting is 9194312541#. The Townhall meetings we have scheduled are on Thursday
April 2nd, 2 pm OR 7 pm (you only need to attend one). We will meet again on Thursday, April 16 th at 2
pm OR 7 pm. The website and phone number are the same for all meetings.
The benefit of using Zoom is that we can see each other, which I have missed greatly over the past several
weeks offering services on YouTube and Facebook. We are learning a new way of being Church, which I
know will strength us, but I miss being together in the flesh as the Body of Christ. In the meantime, as we
wait for the wonderful day when we will be together in body, our spirits rejoice as one from our own
homes.
In Christ’s Love,
Rev. Valerie+
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Body & Soul

Important Announcements

By Edith Green, RN

Rummage Sale is Postponed:

I am not going to give you a list of all the things
you need to do to keep yourself safe in this time
of the virus. You’ve already had enough of that
from the news media and emails.

Due to the Corona virus pandemic we are going
to postpone the rummage sale until sometime in
the fall. We are as disappointed as you probably
are, but for the safety of our volunteers and the
public who are so generous in attending, we
want to wait until it is safe to have it.

What I think you need and what I need more than
anything is to not be depressed with the lives we
have to live now. We all like to be in control of
our lives. We want to shop when and where we
want. We want to go on vacation when and where
we like. We want to go out to eat at a restaurant of
our choice whenever the urge comes. And, alas,
we can’t. Some of us can’t even buy toilet
paper!!! Oh my, what has become of our
community, our state, our nation? We have no
more choices about where we can go or what we
can do, and we don’t like it. Not at all.

We will announce the date as soon as we know
when we can hold it. Until then please hold on
to your donations. Thank you.

We are Here to Support Each Other
Please feel free to contact Rev. Valerie, Deacon
Helen or our Deacon Intern, Bruce Cecchini, if
you are feeling anxious or isolated or need a
listening ear, spiritual guidance, or prayer.

So, what can we do? We can begin with thanking
god for our blessings, and we all have lots of
blessings. We can renew old friendships via tech
devices or phone. We can clean out that closet
filled with things we’ve forgotten we had. We can
read that book we’ve wanting to read for the past
few years. We can dig out exercise DVD’s or
video and do them. We can take a well-deserved
nap in the middle of the afternoon. We can go and
sit on a bench in a park and enjoy the sun, the
clouds, even the rain. (keeping our distance from
others who have the same idea.)

Please contact Deacon Helen if you need
someone to pick up and deliver groceries or
medications or provide similar help OR if you
can volunteer to help parishioners in need of
assistance.
Phone numbers and email addresses for Rev.
Valerie, Deacon Helen and Bruce Cecchini:
•Rev.

Valerie: 609-760-3159;
canonballing@stpetersmedford.org
•Deacon

Helen: 856-596-6415 or 609-2380593; dcnhelen@stpetersmedford.org

And we can think of some positives. I’m sorry the
schools have closed but on the bright side, I no
longer will be stuck behind those big yellow
busses. I’m sorry the stores have closed but, I
won’t be spending money for things I don’t really
need. I can spend more time now on preparing
food that I didn’t feel I had time for. We do have a
choice. We can sit home and have a pity party or
we can think of the positives and remember: This,
too, will pass.

•Bruce

Cecchini, Deacon Intern: 609-313-1814;
bcecchin@verizon.net

And finally: The barn has burned down. But, now
I can see the moon!!!

3

Deacon’s Bench
By The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon
There’s No Social Distancing in God’s Family
Dear Friends,
Covid-19 (Novel Coronavirus) has turned our world upside down. We are constantly bombarded by updated figures detailing the growing spread of this virus and the increasing number of deaths attributed to it.
Most of us are living under the governor’s stay-at-home order and all of us (I hope) are practicing social
distancing when we must leave our homes.
Those who live alone feel particularly isolated – especially those who have outlived friends and relatives
or who live alone. As practicing Christians, we are suddenly faced with having to develop new ways to
worship together when we are not allowed to be together.
Recently, a parishioner shared with me how she is dealing with this trying time. After describing walking
St. Peter’s labyrinth, strolling the grounds and sitting quietly in the Memorial Garden to think and pray,
she marveled at a special blessing that God has given her in the midst of so many unwelcome changes: the
time and ability to renew connections with old friends from the many congregations of which she has been
a part.
In so many words, she spoke of the invisible links that bind all Christians one to another. As Michael Curry, our Presiding Bishop, puts it: …We are all part of a big family. Bigger than our biological families,
bigger than our immediate families, bigger than our congregations, bigger than our dioceses, bigger than
our cities, our states, our nation. … We are part of the human family of God. (Presiding Bishop Curry,
March 10 Statement in coronavirus)
All of us – especially those who are alone – can revel in being part of God’s family, in which there is no
social distancing! Dig out your personal or parish directories and call those old friends with whom you
have shared experiences and spiritual support over the years.
Pick one (or more) members of St. Peter’s – either one you know well or one you wish to know better.
Pick up your phone and give them a call, ask how they are, and deepen your acquaintance.
Pray for all God’s family, especially those essential workers who risk their lives daily for the rest of us,
those whose sudden loss of income forces them to struggle to make ends meet, those infected with Covid19 and those mourning the loss of those they love. Do this because, in Christ, we ARE family and we are
“all in this together.”
Blessings to all of you, the closest members of my family in Christ,
Deacon Helen
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Church & Home
By Sue Legnani
As I write this article it is March 25th, the feast of the Annunciation when the angel came to Mary to announce
that she would become the mother of Jesus, God’s son (and for some a reminder that Christmas is nine months
away!). This day comes during Lent when are preparing for the great feast of Easter, the queen of seasons
bright. But before we can get to Easter we also have to journey through Holy Week and to be honest, it feels
like whiplash to be thinking about Christmas being nine months away. With all our churches shuttered we
won’t have the Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter services in person at St. Peter’s to help us through this
time. Of course, we can join in online and I hope you all will. However, we have the opportunity to begin, or
to carry on, family traditions for this Easter season in our homes. After all our homes are already a holy place
for our children, no matter what age they may be, and the adults in the home make it so. We model God’s love
and care by making our children feel safe and secure, nurtured and supported. Everything else is just widow
dressing.
These traditions do not have to be complicated, but they should be meaningful because just like all experiences
they will create memories to carry forward and help to give structure and meaning to the mystery of Easter.
Also keep in mind that the season of Easter is 50 days long, so it all doesn’t have be accomplished by Easter
Day. You can spread it out until the day of Pentecost. So, in the spirit of putting our celebration of Easter
squarely in the home here are a few suggestions for beginning or continuing a religious celebration at home.
Make a Resurrection Set for your home. Just as you have a Nativity set at Christmas you can make your own
resurrection set and display it somewhere prominent during the Easter season. You can tell the story of Jesus’
passion, death and resurrection with it too using a children’s Bible or other appropriate children’s books. A
free printable download is here at Catholic Icing: https://www.catholicicing.com/religious-easter-craft-for-kidsmake/. There are few copies available in the Narthex for you to take as well.
As you decorate your home for Easter take some time to think about all those symbols of new life like eggs,
chicks, bunnies (baby animals), butterflies, flowers that come from bulbs and such. Explain to younger
children that all these little critters are more than just cute or yummy treats, but they represent the new life of
the risen Jesus when he came out of the tomb following Good Friday. All that candy ends the time of fasting, or
giving up something we like, that we did during Lent.
We won’t be able to find our buried Alleluia on Easter Day in the church, but you could hide one in your home
for an Alleluia hunt. Remember that we haven’t used this word in our liturgy during Lent. If you’re still having
an Easter egg hunt put a slip of paper with the word Alleluia in one of the eggs and offer an extra treat to the
child who finds it. Teach your kids to say, “He is Risen” and then the person responds, “His is risen, indeed!”
and proclaim this as a greeting to them through the Easter season. Kids love this kind of simple stuff, and it’s
no extra work for you!

Learn the Jelly Bean prayer. You can find it here: https://www.catholicicing.com/?s=jelly+bean+prayer. You
could also keep a jar of jelly beans in your kitchen and reward your kids (or yourself) with jelly beans for
chores, being kind or just “because”. You’ve spent Lent making sacrifices and fasting so now celebrate during
Easter!. Make some Easter treats to share with friends, neighbors and family. A very easy recipe for
Resurrection (empty tomb) Biscuits can be found at http://www.celebratingholidays.com/?page_id=3282.
Many other thoughts and ideas are available for celebrating Lent, Holy Week and Easter at www.buildfaith.org
Last, but not least, watch our live-streamed services from St. Peter’s and follow the story of Jesus’ last days
during Palm Sunday and Holy Week.
I wish you a blessed Easter.
Sue
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Parish News
About Holy Week and Easter in a time of Quarantine
Our Holy Week and Easter journey this year will be strange and different than we are used to, which will be
difficult for some of us. These wonderful liturgies offer us comfort and consistency in our lives that can feel
very chaotic, and some of that comfort – especially that of coming together as a Church community – will not
happen this year. However, there are still opportunities for us to enter into the mystery of these awesome events
that invite into a closer relationship with God. We hope you’ll participate as you are able and find God’s
presence in the spiritual experience.
Palm Sunday, April 5th: We will have one service at 10:15 AM that will be accessible through Zoom
teleconference (https://zoom.us/j/9194312541), which will allow us to see each, and will also be accessible
through our YouTube Channel and Facebook page. Unfortunately, we do not have palms this year, so Rev.
Valerie encourages you and your families to get some leaves or branches from around your home to use in our
liturgy. The focus will be on Jesus’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem. We will share Spiritual Eucharist and
then, at the end of the service, read Matthew’s Gospel account of Jesus’s Passion. The service will end in
silence as we enter into Holy Week.
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week, April 6th, 7th & 8th: Since we are unable to share in the
physical practice of Eucharist, we will be fed by the Word and Spirit, reading and reflecting on the lessons
appointed for these days. The services will be offered at 10 AM on YouTube Channel and Facebook page,
however videos can be accessed at time.
Maundy Thursday, April 9th: Rev. Valerie encourages our members to join our Diocesan family on the
Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/DioceseofNJ/) at 6 PM as our
Bishop leads us in an Agape Meal. Yes! Gather around your dinner table and tune in to hear how Jesus gathered
with his disciples at the Last Supper and asked them to love each other as he loved them – and us! If you would
like to wash each other’s feet at home as a sign of servant ministry, please do so! We need to ministry to each
other now more than ever.
Virtual Vigil, April 9-10: We will be setting up a simple garden in Moore Memorial Chapel for the Vigil over
the Sacrament that will be streamed over YouTube and you can access on our channel at any time. It will run
from 8 PM on Thursday night to 12 noon on Good Friday. This is a way to follow Jesus’s request to stay awake
with him on the night before his death, as his disciples could not. (Matt. 26:36-45)
Good Friday, April 10th: At 12 noon, we will offer the Good Friday liturgy from Moore Memorial Chapel
through Zoom teleconference (https://zoom.us/j/9194312541), which will allow us to see each, and will also be
accessible through our YouTube Channel and Facebook page. Our youth and others will join us to read Jesus’s
passion from the Gospel of John. We will offer the Solemn Collects and a Virtual Veneration of the Cross. The
Reserved Sacrament will be interred in the Memorial Garden.
I am working with the pastors from the Methodist and Presbyterian churches to offer a short reflection video for
Good Friday to share since we cannot gather together as the Body of Christ. This video will be posted on our
YouTube Channel and Facebook page.
Holy Saturday, April 11th: this short liturgy will be offered in the Chapel at 9 AM on our YouTube Channel
and Facebook page. We will remember our faithfully departed who rest in peace in our columbaria in the
Chapel and Memorial Garden.
The Great Vigil of Easter, April 11th: We will be joining the Diocesan Family to engage in the recitation of
our salvation history and Baptismal Covenant. This liturgy will intentionally end before the Easter Acclamation
so that we can gather virtually together on Easter Day to celebration Jesus’s Resurrection. (https://
www.facebook.com/DioceseofNJ/)
Easter Day, April 12th: We will offer one service on Easter Day through our YouTube Channel and Facebook
page. at 10:15 AM to join as one community of faith to celebrate joyfully Jesus’s resurrection. We will be
offering a Spiritual Eucharist and supporting each other from afar. There will be a virtual Easter Egg Hunt
available on our website as well!
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM
Top Right: Children getting ready to spell out “Alleluia” before putting the word away until Easter 2/23

Photos & Collage Courtesy of Tiffany Myers

Bottom Left: Image of the Church with blooming
flowers.

Bottom Right: Shrove Tuesday Mardi Gras 2/25
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St. Paul’s Breakfast Program

The youth of St. Peter’s cooking
breakfast at St. Paul’s in Camden.
\

Photos Courtesy of Barbara
LaRue
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