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From the Vestry
By Bob Cullen
As of the writing of this article, COVID-19 has kept me at home for 45 days. Things are different, and it looks
like they will continue to be this way for the foreseeable future. I am out of my comfort zone—unsure of what
the future may bring.
In January, I joined the Vestry and became responsible for “the Buildings” at St. Peter’s. I will freely admit
that I was perfectly content with the status quo, but my predecessor and good friend, John Colaianni, asked me
to join the Vestry. I was concerned about the time commitment, and I certainly don’t consider myself a
“handyman type”, but I took a leap of faith.
Little did I know, how big that leap would be. It is not lost of me, as the new Vestry member in charge of
Buildings at St. Peter’s, that God’s church is not in the buildings, but in the people. We may currently be
connected by websites, Zoom, and YouTube—but we are still connected. We are all still here to lift each other
up and celebrate the risen Lord.

Challenges are opportunities for change. Change knocks us all out of our status quo. The “virtual church” is
different from what we’re used to, but I encourage you to take that leap of faith. Doing things differently can
be scary, but it can also be exciting! So instead of waiting for St. Peter’s church doors to re-open, try:
Church services streamed on YouTube and Facebook, which can be viewed live or watch the recorded videos!
Zoom Coffee Hour—Sundays at 11 AM (All Zoom meetings accessed through https://zoom.us/j/9194312541)
Zoom Bible Study—Wednesdays at 11 AM
Zoom Social Hour—Thursdays at 7 PM
Listen to Rev. Valerie’s sermons on www.stpetersmedford.org
On-line giving through PayPal or FaithStreet—thank you for continuing to support God’s ministry!
St. Peter’s wants to be here for you. Reach out and let us know what you need. We will soon be back in the
buildings that we call home.
MAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday, May 2nd—5 PM Livestream Rite II Spiritual Eucharist
Sunday, May 10th—8 AM Livestream Rite I Spiritual Eucharist; 10 AM Livestream Rite II Spiritual Eucharist
Saturday, May 16th—5 PM Livestream Rite II Spiritual Eucharist
Thursday, May 21st ASCENSION DAY—10 AM Livestream Liturgy of the Word
Sunday, May 24th—8 AM Livestream Rite I Spiritual Eucharist; 10 AM Livestream Rite II Spiritual Eucharist
Sunday, May 31th PENTECOST—10 AM ONLY Livestream Rite II Spiritual Eucharist

From the Priest-in-Charge
By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling
Chapter 12 of Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome is, in short, an outline for how to live as a faithful Christian. I had a
professor in Seminary who suggested that, other than the Gospels, it was the most important biblical teaching we had,
still as relevant today as it was when it was written centuries ago. I do encourage you to read Romans 12 in its entirety,
and it is worthy of your time and reflection, but for now I will focus on the twelfth verse: Rejoice in hope, be patient in
suffering, persevere in prayer.
Rejoice in Hope
During the 50 days of the Easter Season, we celebrate Jesus’s triumphant victory over death and the powers of this world
that want to destroy the human spirit, in particular our ability to hope. We are hoping for a lot these days – that we or
our loved one’s won’t get sick, or if they, that they will recovery quickly; that a vaccine will be found (soon!); that our
economy will survive this upheaval – I could go on for pages and not cover everything. My hope is not based on what I
can do, but what I know we as God’s children can do together. My hope is in all the front-line workers offering their
skills and talents everyday to achieve these things. We hope that we can make things better, not in any Pollyanna-sort of
way, but because we want to show our love for our neighbor and bring about God’s realm on earth together.
Jesus’s death was not about a gift differed of life after death, but to have an abundant life here and now. I rejoice in the
hope that everyday we are working toward that, even if that means the best thing we can do is stay home. I am more
hope-filled everyday with the stories of sacrifice and selflessness shown by so many unsung heroes, that this old world
is, perhaps, beginning to understand that love of neighbor is the most profound thing we can do, and something we
should rejoice in doing. My hope is that we continue to remember this lesson once some aspects of our lives feel
normalized.
Be Patient in Suffering
Humans have gone to extraordinary lengths to avoid suffering as much as possible, deceiving ourselves into believing
that we do not have to suffer. This is a lie. Yes, we are able to limit our suffering, to a certain extent, by making good
choices and following God’s will, but because we love, we will suffer in some way when what we love is gone. At those
times, we can choose to be lost in our suffering, allowing the hurt to overtake us, or we can invite the Holy Spirit, God’s
promised Comforter, to be with us. I cannot say that the pain – whether it is physical, spiritual, or psychological – will be
immediately relieved, but we will know that we are not alone in our difficulty and will have the strength to endure. I am
not saying that those suffering right now from Covid-19, or any disease, should be “quiet” or not feel frustrated or
scared. Those are legitimate and real feelings, and in the midst of all that, we know that God suffers with us and will not
leave us alone.
Persevere in Prayer
The only way to be hopeful and patient in suffering is to pray. For many of us who do not have the skills or ability to
offer ourselves in physical service, prayer is the mightiest tool we have, AND it is powerful! I have seen it at work in so
many ways, giving people strength and fortitude they did not even know they had. Prayer does not have to be formal or
wordy to “work.” It just needs to be from a place of love.
We can and should ask for what we want – health, a vaccine, hope, etc. We should also remember to ask for the strength
and courage to face the reality of a situation and not expect God to make magically all the circumstances different. If
someone is waiting for a diagnosis, I pray that they have the physical, spiritual, and mental resources to respond with
hope whatever the answer may be. If someone is sick, I pray they have access to all they need to recover. If someone
feels overwhelmed in the face of suffering, that they find God’s peace in the midst of the chaos, and feel the comfort of
knowing they are doing all they can do, and it is enough. I pray for each of you every day. I have no doubt we will
persevere, and indeed be stronger because of this quarantine. May you feel God’s love surround and support you each
and every day.
With Easter Joy,
Rev. Valerie+
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Deacon’s Bench
By The Rev. Helen. M. Orlando, Deacon

Important Information about our Companion Relationship with Redemption School, Haiti
Dear St. Peter’s parishioners and friends,
As many of you know, St. Peter’s is now in the sixth year of our companion relationship with Redemption School,
Haiti. Thanks to your generous support of our fundraising, we are ready to send the final payment due on our 2019
pledge and an additional $750.00 received as a matching grant from the diocesan Global Goals Task Force.
Due to complications caused by the current pandemic in both our own country and in Haiti, I recently contacted
Redemption School’s superintendent, Father Diegue, about the wisdom of sending funds to Haiti at this time.
Father Diegue responded that the money is sorely needed to pay Redemption School’s teachers, all of whom are
now unemployed due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
However, out of the desire to protect us, Father Diegue advised: “I know everyone has to stay home. So, stay at
home. As soon as possible, you can make the transfer for us…Be careful and stay alive.” A few days after
receiving Father Diegue’s response, I learned that he had been suspended both from his position as priest-incharge of Saint Basile le Grand (parent church of Redemption School) and from his position as superintendent of
Redemption School.
For that reason, the International Outreach Team is presently unable to send funds to Redemption School. The
correspondence below gives the information we now have about Father Diegue’s suspension. Please keep Father
Diegue and his family, the congregation of Saint Basile le Grand, the students and staff of Redemption School and
the Diocese of Haiti in your prayers.
April 20 – From Sandy Muspratt to Deacon Helen (A member of Grace Episcopal Church in Amherst, MA, Sandy
Muspratt works with others to support the ministries of St. Matthew’s Church & School in Bayonnais, Haiti,
where Father Diegue also serves.
Hello Helen.
Disturbing news from Haiti: Père Diegue has been suspended from his ministry. First it is necessary to
understand that this is all fallout from the political battle within the Diocese of Haiti over the election of a new
bishop. (See: https://livingchurch.org/tag/diocese_of_haiti/) We have already protested and complained through
our bishop to the Presiding Bishop's office. And we will be taking further steps.

Also, to note that even his adversaries do not impugn his moral rectitude. The Vestry of St Basile has protested
and declared they will accept no replacement priest. Further background: all schools in Haiti are closed; it is
exceedingly vulnerable to COVID-19. It way be wise to withhold any payments for the present.
Pray for Haiti.
Sandy

Continued on next page.
3

Body and Soul

Deacon’s Bench, cont.
Continued from previous page…

By Edith Green, RN

April 23 – From Deacon Helen to Father Diegue

For those of you old enough to remember WWll
and what our world looked like, you’ll know what
I’m talking about. Even though I was a little girl
during those years, I remember some things vividly.
Every once in a while, a loud signal would be heard.
That meant a blackout. A blackout? Yes, a blackout.
Every home had black window shades. A roll of
paper attached to a wooden pole that attached to the
upper window. When someone wanted privacy,
they pulled it down.

Dear Father Diegue,
I just heard from Sandy Muspratt that you have been
suspended from your ministry. I have a sense of how
much of yourself you have poured into serving God
through your service to multiple churches and
schools. I am praying for you and your family as you
live through this difficult time.
Unfortunately, St. Peters’ is unable to send funds to
“La Redemption” without your leadership there. I am
very sorry; I understand the need of your teachers
and staff to be paid as soon as possible.

So, during the blackout, the shade would be pulled
down and most lights turned off or on a low beam.
We kids would sit on the floor laughing, making
jokes about the lack of light. And for some reason,
the adults would tell us to be silent. The reason of
these blackouts during this war seems ridiculous
now but, at the time, it made sense.

Let us pray that all will work out as God wills for
you, your churches, and those you serve.
Faithfully, Helen

If an enemy plane flew over the US, they would not
see any lights in any of the country and would not
be able to drop a bomb on us. We felt it kept us
safe. Did it really keep us safe? I don’t really know,
but I suspect not. If I correctly read history, none of
the enemy flew over the US. But we felt as if we
were doing our part during that time. And after
WWll, nothing was ever the same.

April 24 – From Father Diegue to Deacon Helen
Good evening Deacon Orlando,
I received your note, a big thank you. Indeed, I am
suspended for a period of 5 years, along with two
other priests, by a Standing Committee that thinks it
can do everything in the absence of a diocesan
bishop.

And now we’re going through another war, albeit
not from a group of people, but a war just the same.
Those of you who are still very young, will have
stories to tell your grandchildren about Covid 19.
You’ll tell them how we had to stay in our homes,
how stores and restaurants were closed, how we had
to wear masks when we did go out, how many
people were infected and how many died. These are
the stories you’ll tell years from now.

The Committee's decision is anti-canonical, illegal
and arbitrary. We made an Appeal before the
Ecclesiastical Court of the Diocese of Haiti while
waiting to lodge a complaint before the Court of
Review of Province 2, of which the Diocese of Haiti
is a part.

Don't worry, the Standing Committee's decision will
not pass and will have no effect.

So, in the meantime, we’ll keep our faith and we’ll
do what the scientists tell us to do. We’ll stay in,
wash our hands often, wear our masks when out and
pray. And maybe in the years to come, we’ll laugh
at these things, but for now, we’ll do them.

I will let you know very soon.
Father Diegue

Finally: It’s. not reality that makes us feel stuck; it’s
the lens we use to view the World.
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A Note from the Music Director
Hello All!

By Brendan Moore

I hope this article finds you safe and healthy in the midst of these troubled times. We recently celebrated Easter at
a distance and I realized that, for the first time in 8 years, I was not playing an Easter Sunday service. I was fairly
disappointed by this, as I am sure were the members of the choir, congregation and all our usual service
participants.
It was my pleasure, however, to record the hymns for our Easter Sunday service and hope they provided some
degree of normalcy to the service. It is my intention to continue recording hymns for use during our COVID
service schedule.

I would like to use this article also as a chance to highlight some of the excellent music hidden within our
hymnals. I’m sure that most of us can relate to the phrase “That song is just stuck in my head!” For me, as
unsurprising as this may sound for a church musician, I tend to get hymns stuck in my head quite often!
The one most on my mind lately is #389 in the Hymnal 1982, “Let us, with a gladsome mind”. “Let us, with a
gladsome mind” is a historic hymn; the text was written by John Milton around 1623 and the tune
(MONKLAND) was composed by John Antes around 1790.
1

Let us, with a gladsome mind, praise the Lord, for he is kind:
Refrain: for his mercies ay endure, ever faithful, ever sure.

2

Let us blaze his Name abroad, for of gods he is the God: Refrain

3

He with all-commanding might filled the new-made world with light: Refrain

4

He the golden-tressèd sun caused all day his course to run: Refrain

5

The hornèd moon to shine by night, mid her spangled sisters bright: Refrain

6

All things living he doth feed, his full hand supplies their need: Refrain

7

Let us, with a gladsome mind, praise the Lord, for he is kind: Refrain

In my opinion the text is particularly well written and the tune supports the idea of praise within the text
beautifully through the use of intricately moving lines.
There are two phrases that strike me, the first being “Let us blaze his Name abroad, for of gods he is God” and
“for his mercies ay endure, ever faithful, ever sure.” The meaning of the first phrase is simple but elegant, we are
called to broadcast God’s love throughout the world, whether in times of triumph or sorrow.
The second phrase is one that has provided me with some comfort throughout the current crisis, a reminder that
God’s mercy is an ever present help to us (the term “ay” is a middle English word meaning “forever” or
“always”). Interestingly, Antes uses this statement as a refrain, a concept which is quite unusual for an 18th
century hymn.
I think that he is perhaps encouraging the singer to remember that phrase through repetition and emphasizing the
point of God’s mercy enduring forever.
I sincerely hope that all of the congregation of St. Peter’s remain healthy and pray for our eventual return to in
person services.
Until that time, I would like to try and post some musical meditations to St. Peters’ YouTube channel as a stopgap
of sorts.
In Christ,
Brendan Moore
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Making Masks for the Nurses
By Barbara Dane
When Helen Green learned there was a shortage of face masks at
a local hospital, she did something about it. Putting out a call to
St. Peter’s parishioners, she requested anyone who could sew to
do so and to help make masks for the nurses. The call was
answered and, to date, over 200 homemade masks from St.
Peter’s have been delivered to Virtua Hospital in Mount Holly.
“The nurses love them and are so grateful for them,” she says.
Helen, herself a former nurse at the hospital, is the coordinator
of this project and keeps in touch with everyone. She offers a
mask pattern and instructions, matches cutters of fabric with
sewers, gets the masks delivered, and makes calls to thank each
person every time a batch of new masks is placed in the drop
box in the narthex. Those without whose work this effort would
not be possible are as follows: Linda Huber, Maureen Joos, Josie
Nealis, Kathryn Turner, Susie Van Emburgh, Barbara Dane, Barbara LaRue, Sue Legnani, Charlene Marietti, Kathy
Gehris, and Joan Huston.
The mask project is expected to continue as long as the need is there.
Highlights in Ministry
Your kindness and support of those who are food-insecure is much appreciated. Please, if you can, keep it

up! Make it easy and stop by St. Peter's on your way back home from the grocery store (if you live nearby) so you
don't have to make an extra trip.
Maureen Joos has expanded the "Letters of Light" to 25 people in our congregation who are not connected to
technology. If you are interested in helping, please let her know. Staying connected is more important than ever,
especially for those who do not use a computer or smartphone.
There are 5 people who are willing to help with food shopping and other errands if you are unable or do not want to
go out to the stores. At least 7 trips have been made so far. All social distancing requirements are adhered to. If
you need something, please let Rev. Valerie or Deacon Helen know.

Parish Register
BAPTISMS—None
WEDDINGS—-None
MEMORIAL SERVICES—None
DEATHS
Philip Flagler —April 20, 2020
Alice Simensen—April 24, 2020
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM
Dropping off St. Peter’s donations to the Christian Caring Center’s drive-through food bank.
Pictures Courtesy of Maureen Joos.
Collage Courtesy of Tiffany Myers
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St. Peter’s Online Services

Collage Courtesy of Tiffany Myers
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