
July/August 2020 

Good News
 

Bible Study is postponed until the  
Wednesday after Labor Day. 

 

July 

Sunday, July 5th: Live Stream 8 AM Rite I Spiritual 
Eucharist and 10 AM Rite II Spiritual Eucharist on 
YouTube and Facebook. 

Saturday, July 11th: Recorded Rite II Spiritual Eu-
charist available at 5 PM on YouTube and Face-
book. 

Sunday, July 18th: Live Stream 8 AM Rite I Spiritu-
al Eucharist and 10 AM Rite II Spiritual Eucharist 
on YouTube and Facebook. 

Saturday, July 25th: Live Stream 5 PM Rite II Spir-
itual Eucharist on YouTube and Facebook. 

 

August 

Saturday, Aug 1st: In-person 5 PM Rite I Eucharist  

Sunday, August 2nd: In-person 10 AM Rite II Eu-
charist; Live streamed on YouTube and Facebook. 

Saturday, Aug 8th: In-person 5 PM Rite II Eucharist 

Sunday, August 9th: In-person 10 AM Rite II Eucha-
rist; Live streamed on YouTube and Facebook. 

Saturday, Aug 15th: In-person 5 PM Rite I Eucharist 

Sunday, August 16th: In-person 10 AM Rite II Eu-
charist; Live streamed on YouTube and Facebook. 

Summer Worship Schedule 

Saturday, August 22nd: Recorded Rite II 
Spiritual Eucharist available at 5 PM on 
YouTube and Facebook. 

Sunday, August 23rd: In-person 10 AM Morning 
Prayer with distribution of Reserved Sacrament 

Saturday, August 29th: In-person 5 PM Rite I 
Eucharist 

Sunday, August 30th: In-person 10 AM Rite II 
Eucharist; Live streamed on YouTube and 
Facebook. 
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By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

 
This is How We Love One Another 
 
I believe I can safely say that this is the strangest year we have lived through, although I will freely admit 
the only “war” I’ve experienced was the Iraq War, which lasted (technically) a couple of days.  Usually as 
we head into the summer months, we are looking forward to a slower pace and some time away from the 
daily grind.  For some, that includes some more time at home, which – this year – feels almost like a 
punishment! 
 
These last 4 months have been quite an experience and each of us has a different perspective about the joys 
and challenges our time in quarantine has presented. But we also can see that the extreme measures taken in 
the State of New Jersey worked.  While each life lost is heartbreaking and worthy of our lament, I am also 
grateful that our fellow Jerseyites have done what we can to care for each other by staying home when 
possible and taking precautions when we must go out.  
 
Such precautions, like wearing masks coving our noses and mouths, and keeping at least 6 feet apart from 
each other, make a significant difference in the ability for the virus to spread.  Yes, they are inconvenience, 
but, as the Reentering, Reopening and Reimagining Task Force of the Diocese of New Jersey states in their 
tag line, “This is how we love one another.”  We show our care and love for our neighbor by following 
these rules.  A member of that Task Force came up with “The COVID-19 Commandants,” which, while a 
bit irreverent, are very accurate and helpful to know what we must do as we considered coming back to in-
person worship. 
 
I am excited that St. Peter’s Reopening Team has decided to being in-person worship at St. Peter’s starting 
on Saturday, August 1st, which will also be my 1-year anniversary of being your Priest-in-Charge! The 
Team has decided for the month of August to amend our schedule to 2 services: 5 PM on Saturday and 10 
AM on Sunday.  The Saturday service will alter between Rite I and Rite II to offer those who love the Rite I 
liturgy an opportunity to enjoy that service.   
 
THIS IS ONLY FOR AUGUST! We will reevaluate the schedule for September and notify the 
congregation of any schedule changes. Also, we will be continuing to live-stream the services for those who 
are not yet ready to return to the building.  We support your decision and will do all we can to offer you 
access to the Eucharist Sacrament. A more detailed explanation of the Church Schedule is included in this 
Newsletter.  
 
I do hope you have some time this summer to relax in whatever manner you can. The stress has taken a toll 
on all of us.  I do hope you have found some solace and support in the ministry St. Peter’s has been able to 
offer.  While worshipping together with the rules we must follow will feel strange, it will be wonderful to 
see you in person again.  I pray, in the meantime, you will feel God’s love and peace in each breath you 
take. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Rev. Valerie+ 
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From the Vestry 

By Andrew LaRue, Junior Warden 
 

 
In last month’s newsletter we provided an overview of the financial situation at Saint Peter’s. Following is 
an update on the situation.  
 
Saint Peter’s has qualified and was approved for the Federal Government Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP.) With tremendous help from our treasurer, Danielle Colaianni, Saint Peter’s now has the funds from 
the PPP loan in our account.   
 
We have added some of our staff back effective June 15.  Our Designer Bag Bingo fundraiser is in the pro-
cess of becoming an on-line auction fundraiser (watch for emails about this in July!).   
 
However, Saint Peter’s is still in need of funds to cover the loss of this year’s golf outing fundraiser and 
the budget shortfall.  If possible, we would like our parishioner’s to review their yearly pledge and consid-
er increasing the amount for the year.  
 
If you were planning to participate in either of our fundraisers this year, you may want to consider donat-
ing the amount you would have spent to Saint Peter’s.  We are continuing to brain-storm ideas to raise 
funds and keep Saint Peter’s the steady rock we depend on during our times of joy and turmoil. 
 
One’s heart should be full knowing that our Saint Peter’s family has continued to do good works by col-
lecting food for food banks and making medical style masks for local hospitals to use.  
 
We continue to worship with one another through services via Zoom and YouTube.  Several months have 
passed and things in New Jersey are slowly opening up.  
 
The Diocese of NJ is cautiously beginning re-opening churches around the diocese. There are plans under-
way for the reopening of Saint Peter’s, most likely in August, however be prepared for some significant 
changes to ensure proper distancing and disinfection.   
 
Many are looking forward to the day when we can worship together at Saint Peter’s to see the Rugged 
Cross behind the altar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Designer Bag Bingo is going online! 
 

As you are probably aware, we were scheduled to hold one of our signature fundraisers, Designer Bag Bin-
go, on March 163h, which is the day our building shut down. Because the future is so uncertain, and be-
cause we already had all of the bags and baskets, we have decided to hold an online auction instead! The 
online auction will take place the last week in July. Photos of the designer bags and baskets will be availa-
ble on our website, and you will be able to bid on as many as you would like. More information will be 
sent out soon. Please get ready to bid and share with your local friends and family, as well. (Bags and bas-
kets will need to be picked up by the winning bidders at St. Peter's. No items can be shipped.) 
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Body and Soul 

 By Edith Green, RN 

 

 

Back in the day, before the Civil Rights movement, I visited South Carolina with my mother. I was per-
haps 5 years old. We spent several months there in that pretty town.  

I know we rented a room with an older lady who had a granddaughter my age. I don’t remember her name 
but I know we played together on most days.  

We even befriended a squirrel who took food from our hands. Funny, because now I think of squirrels as 
rats with fuzzy tails. Especially when they raid my bird feeders. But what I remember most about that time 
was when we rode the city busses.  

I, as most kids, ran to sit in the back seat. I didn’t notice that the people sitting in the back were all black 
and the people in the front were white. I did notice that a few black people looked at me as I ran into ‘their’ 
part of the bus. Nobody said a word.  

When we left the bus, my mother told me that black people sat in the back of the bus, not white people. I 
asked why and she didn’t have an answer, she said she didn’t know but that was the way it was.  

I understand now what went on back then but, at the time, as a little girl, I had no clue. I spent my first 
school years in East Camden where we lived. None of my playmates were black, none of my school mates 
were black. It didn’t occur to me to wonder why.  

Once in a while I saw pictures of little Black girls whose hair was done up in small braids sticking out of 
their heads all over. We called them Pick-a-ninies. It never occurred to me that they were just like me, al-
beit with different skin color.  

They had parents who worried about them, just like me. They had dreams about what they wanted to be 
when they grew up, just like me. They played games with their friends, just like me.   

The first time I actually met a Black girl to talk to was at a summer camp. Somehow my mother saved 
enough money to send me to a camp for 2 weeks. I befriended a Black girl at that camp.  

We played together, laughed together, ate together. I don’t remember her name or her face. I only know we 
were friends during those weeks. Did that change my perception of Black people forever?  

No, it took a lot more living to do that. But it was a start. Befriending people who are different from me, 
whether in color, religion, a different socio-economic group is good thing.  

I try, I really do, to put all stereotypes about groups of people aside as I go about my day perhaps even 
making what may become a new friend.    

Finally:  

I am what you would call a “piece of work in progress.”  Cindy Lauper 

  Aren’t we all? 



Deacon’s Bench 
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By The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 
 

Just a little over a month ago, George Floyd, a 46-year-old, unarmed Black man, was brutally suffocated to 
death during an arrest for allegedly using a counterfeit bill. His last words – cries for his mother and “I can’t 
breathe” - awakened a global outcry against the many injustices visited on peoples of color, especially Black 
Americans. Although the last slaves were liberated in 1865, Blacks in this country still suffer from sometimes 
invisible (to us) discrimination in employment, housing, healthcare, infant mortality, degree of surveillance, 
arrest rates and incarceration. The name for this sort of pervasive discrimination is “systemic racism.” 
Whether or not we recognize it or want to be involved in it, any white person living in this country benefits 
from it. 
 
Those of you who know me know that I am not a very brave person. However, I believe that it is now time to 
challenge myself – and perhaps you – to truly live into our Baptismal Vows to “seek and serve Christ in all 
persons, strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being.” And, as 
one ordained to “interpret to the Church the needs, concerns and hopes of the world,” I must point out that the 
“needs, concerns and hopes” of every person should be equally important. So, I invite you to join me in 
learning more about how the history and culture of our society has led us to this place where we must 
recognize that we do not know how to strive for justice and peace for everyone and – try as we might -  how 
to respect the dignity of every human being. Such learning will give us the ability to live more fully into our 
Baptismal vows. I hope you will join me. To make it easier, I have provided a brief listing of books, movies, 
videos & other resources you might find helpful. May God awake in us compassion and humility of spirit, as 
we seek to serve Christ in all persons.  
 
Deacon Helen  
 
(Quotations are from The Baptismal Covenant & The Examination at the Ordination of a Deacon.)  
 

Resources from the Episcopal Church 
 
About Racial Reconciliation & Justice:  https://episcopalchurch.org/racial-reconciliation/resources 
About Responding to Racist Violence: LEARN, PRAY, ACT: Resources for Addressing Racist Violence and 
Police Brutality:  https://episcopalchurch.org/responding-to-racist-violence 
 

A Very Selective List of Books (All Available from Amazon and for Kindle Readers) 
 

Alexander, Michelle. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Color Blindness.  
Barndt, Joseph. Understanding and Dismantling Racism: The Twenty-First Century Challenge to White 
America.   
DiAngelo, Robin. White Fragility: Why it’s So Hard for White People to Talk about Racism. 
Meeks, Catherine, Editor. Living into God’s Dream: Dismantling Racism in America.  
**Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption.  
*Tisby, Jemar. The Color of Compromise: The Truth about the American Church’s Complicity in Racism.  
 

Movies and Videos 
 

**Just Mercy, available on Amazon Prime Video, Netflix and YouTube 13th – Netflix, YouTube 
*The Color of Compromise – Amazon Prime Video (see book above) 
Listen for a Change: Sacred Conversations about Racial Justice. (From “Trinity Institute” sponsored by 
Trinity Church, Wall Street.  Go to: trinitywallstreet.org/trinity-institute/2016/resources  

https://episcopalchurch.org/racial-reconciliation/resources
https://episcopalchurch.org/responding-to-racist-violence
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PARISH NEWS 

Parish Register 
BAPTISMS 
 
None 
 
WEDDINGS 

None 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 
 
Jamie Ritz—May 26, 2020 
 

Bio-Blast—Volunteers needed! 

St. Peter’s is purchasing something called a BioBlast to disinfect our church after each use.  

We are looking for a team of volunteers to take turns disinfecting the sanctuary, narthex and bathrooms 
once we resume the 10 AM service in August.  

Here is a link to a video about how this works: https://youtu.be/e9AhuLa8SbA  

If you are willing to help with this procedure once per month or have questions, please call the office 
(609-654-2963) or email Michelle Scarpulla (michelle.scarpulla@stpetersmedford.org).  

 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY! 

Farm & Community Youth Clubs of South Jersey 

RECRUITING PEN PALS: Pen pals of all ages write to children living at migrant camps during the 
blueberry harvest. Letters will be exchanged without revealing addresses. 

RECRUITING TELEPHONE PARTNERS: Volunteer phone partners ages thirteen and older read with 
migrant youth. Adult volunteers read with children and/or mentor migrant teens. 

SPONSORED BY: Migrant Worker Outreach & Haitian Migrant Worker Outreach in collaboration with 
Migrant Education Program, Allies in Caring, medical providers, local churches, civic organizations, and 
other groups. 

TO LEARN MORE: Email- DoryDickson@MigrantWorkerOutreach.Org. I am recent onset deaf and can 
use my phone only for short text messages: 609-969-2480. 

TO PARTICIPATE: Community volunteers who participate in this program must have access to either 
email or Facebook messaging.  

Facebook: Farm & Community Youth Clubs of South Jersey 

Our website: www.MigrantWorkerOutreach.Org         Email: info@MigrantWorkerOutreach.Org 

https://youtu.be/e9AhuLa8SbA
mailto:michelle.scarpulla@stpetersmedford.org
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 
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The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of July and August.  
Happy Birthday to them all! 

 

July 2:   Joan Stevenson, Jim Sanitate, Caitlyn Kresky 

July 3:  Rick Renshaw, Charlene Marietti, Eileen Sharrott, Susan Waller 

July 4:  Enrique Dominguez 

July 5:  Susie Van Emburgh, Jennifer Hilke 

July 6:  John Graham 

July 9:  Elizabeth Walker 

July 10: John O’Brien, Richard Gullick, Robert Cullen 

July 11: Louise Capri, Elizabeth Adler 

July 12: Robert Hutcheon, Raychel Meixner  
July 13: Robert Johnston, Jacquelyn Gregg, Lisa Minerd, Ed Foga, Mekelsey Montgomery 

July 14: Marilyn Thomas, Daniel LaRue, Charlotte Sunlitis 

July 17: Betty Quimby-Demmler, Kelly Wu 

July 18: Marilyn Flagler Duncan Prime 

July 22: Ken Schmidt, Gena Krug 

July 24: Ann Charles, Melissa Garofalo, Julia Tantum, Sarah Tantum 

July 26: Kevin Edwards  
July 28: William Jones, III 

July 29: Toni Condon 

July 30: Morgan Hambrecht 
July 31: Kathy Gehris, Samuel Capri 
August 1:  Dale Natalini, Dylan Pittman 

August 2:    Lisa Farino 
August 3: Eileen Truscott  
August 4:   Robert Cherry  
August 5: Amanda Paolini, Nicholas Hopp, August Couture 

August 6: John Montgomery, David Ball 
August 8:  Donald Wu, Abigail Moore 
August 11:  Alexis Gosewisch 

August 13:  Michael Scarpulla 

August 15:  Nancy Castiglia, Barbara LaRue, Kyle Hambrecht, Jenna Castiglia, Maxwell Denn, Evan 
Scarpulla 

August 16:  Susan Santangelo, Summer McCrum 

August 18:  Jose Alvarez 
August 19:  Ben Jones, Bill Taylor 

August 20:  Nicole Mertz  
August 21:  Susan O’ Brien 

August 22:  Alfred Borrell, III 

August 23:  Lorraine Messenger, Scott Fallon 

August 25:  David Richards  
August 26:  Jayne Unger, Tim Montgomery, Chris McCrum 

August 27:  Logan Worsdell 
August 28:  Maureen Joos, Dawn Weiss, Karyn Warner-Meixner, David Davidson, Erich Hoffman, Natalie 

Hilke 

August 30:  Peter Cooper, Lee Van Emburgh, Dennis Burris 

August 31: Gale Reed, Sheila Miller, Tim Cook 
 
If you or a member of your family has a birthday in July or August that is not listed above, please contact  
the Parish Office. 

 


