
December 2020 

Good News
 

By Scott Fallon 

Yes, Jesus loves me, yes Jesus loves me, yes Jesus 
loves me, for the BIBLE tells me so.  

The Bible, a Christians Handbook. It’s what our 
faith is based on. Every question you have, the 
answers can be found inside of it. It is the truth, the 
way, basically it what I base my life on. 

Being a member of the vestry, we work together as 
a team breaking up responsibilities so the church 
can be a productive Christian organization.  

I believe our first and foremost responsibilities is to 
love God , this in turn keeps our church on the path 
that the Lord  has prepared for us.  

We keep each other in check, loving guiding, 
helping each other when needed.  

I have sat on the vestry with Father Moore , Father 
Don , now our new priest Valerie, brought to us 
through Christ. My report to the congregation from 
my set on the vestry is great. 

The love of Christ is alive in our group, faith is 
strong and the talent awesome. We as a church are a 
family and as parishioners know that the 
vestry’s door is always open.  

From The Vestry 

Ideas thoughts, questions, your support is what 
makes our church strong. Never hesitate to reach 
out to us.  

This is my last month on the vestry and I want to 
thank everyone I have spent time with and 
worked with, you guys are the best and mean so 
much to me.  
I leave you my Faith, cause my office skills are 
terrible, as most of you know ,but Lord did bless 
me with faith, which you can never have enough 
of. 
 
Last thing: 
 
Giving to God. Giving to the lord makes my life 
so complete. The joy I get from giving 
strengthens my love so much.  
 
Read the Bible, go back to the beginning, it is 
our handbook. Give unto the lord. If anyone ever 
has a question about tithing, call me or Text 609 
207 8971 I will help you. 
 
 
LOVE IN CHRIST 
 
   Scott Fallon 

December Worship Schedule 
Dec 5 - 5 am Advent II Holy Eucharist Rite I 

Dec 6 - 10 am Advent II HE Rite II with music 

Dec 12 - 5 am Advent III Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Dec 13 - 10 am Advent III HE Rite II with music 

Dec 19 -  5 pm Advent IV Holy Eucharist Rite I 

Dec 20 - 10 am Advent IV HE Rite II with music 

 4 pm Longest night/Blue Christmas service 

Dec 24 - Xmas Eve 3 pm & 7 pm HE Rite II with music 

Dec 25 - 11 AM Xmas Day Holy Eucharist Rite I 

NO SATURDAY EVENING SERVICE ON DEC. 26th 
Dec 27 - 10 AM Christmas “Un-Pageant” HE Rite II 

Healing Service WEDNESDAY at 10 am via Zoom 

December Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 

December 6 St. Nicholas Festival 9 am 

          Diocesan Advent Lessons & Carols 7 pm 

          (virtual) on the Diocesan YouTube Channel  

December 8  Vestry Meeting 7 pm 

December 13  St. Paul’s Breakfast program 7 am  

December 19  Greening of the Church 9 am 

BIBLE STUDY ON WEDS at 11 am & 7 PM 

via Zoom ask Rev. Valerie for more information 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6i-1hwvjcFf0VFCU99JRKA


From the Priest-In-charge 

2 

By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

O Come, O come, Emmanuel  
I miss singing in church.  I am an old soul when it comes to church music.  I love our Hymnals and so many of these 
songs stir my heart and soul deeply.  It has been hard resisting singing along to the organ during services, but I do 
because we must.  Yet the prayers we offer in song are so important and helpful to our formation. As we enter the 
Church season of Advent, I draw your attention to Hymn #56 in The Hymnal 1982.  If you have a copy of it, pull it out 
and look at it.  You will notice that before each of the 8 verses, there is a date for the 7 days prior to Christmas Eve (the 
first and last verse are the same).  Perhaps you wondered why those dates were there, but never had an opportunity to 
ask.  Here is the answer!  
Traditionally, during the last week of Advent, at the service of Evening Prayer, a series of special texts were added to the 
beginning and end of the Magnificat, the Song of Mary, which is sung/read every day at Evening Prayer. Each of these 
texts, called "antiphons", begins with the word "O", so they came to be known as the "Great O Antiphons". These 
antiphons, originally composed in Latin, inspired the hymn, not the other way around! For an Advent study, each day 
you can look at one of the antiphons and its lyrical counterpart.  What is it saying to you about Christ’s coming?  Do the 
different images help your understanding of Jesus as the Messiah? How do these prayers invite us into a deeper 
relationship with God? 
 
December 17th - O Sapientia  
Antiphon: O Wisdom, who didst issue out of the mouth of the most High, and dost reach from one end of the world to the 
other, mightily and sweetly ordering all things: Come and teach us the way of prudence. 
Song verse: O come, O Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily;  

to us the path of knowledge show and teach us in her ways to go. 
December 18th - O Adonai 
Antiphon: O Lord and Ruler of the house of Israel, who didst appear to Moses in a burning bush, and didst give him the 
law on Sinai: Come and deliver us with an outstretched arm. 
Song verse: O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai's height 

in ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe. 
December 19th - O Radix Jesse  
Antiphon: O Root of Jesse, who standest for an ensign to the peoples, at whom kings shall shut their mouths, and to 
whom the Gentiles shall pray: Come and deliver us, and do not delay. 
Song verse: O come, O Branch of Jesse's tree, free them from Satan’s tyranny. 

that trust they mighty power to save, and give them victory o’er the grave.  
December 20th - O Clavis David  
Antiphon: O Key of David, and Scepter of the house of Israel; who openest and no one shutteth, who shuttest and no one 
openeth: come and bring the prisoners out of the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness and the shadow of 
death. 
Song verse: O come, O Key of David, come and open wide our heavenly home. 

Make safe the way that leads us on high, and close the path to misery. 
December 21st - O Oriens (the Latin translation really is referring to the sun or the star raising in the east).  
Antiphon: O Day-Spring, radiant everlasting Light, and Sun of Righteousness: Come and enlighten those who sit in 
darkness and the shadow of death. 
Song verse: O come, thou Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by they drawing nigh;  

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow put to flight 
December 22nd - O Rex gentium  
Antiphon: O King of the Nations, and their Desire; the Cornerstone who dost unite the divided into one: Come and save 
mankind, whom thou didst create out of clay. 
Song verse: O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind.  

Bid thou our sad divisions cease and be thyself our King of Peace. 
December 23rd - O Emmanuel  
Antiphon: O Emmanuel, our King and Lawgiver, the One whom the Gentiles expect, and their Salvation: Come and save 
us, O Lord our God. 
Song verse: O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
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By Edith Green, RN  
 
I, like you, get an enormous amount of quips 
from my email. Most I delete. Some, however, I 
keep and that’s where this one came from. I hope 
you find it as inspiring as I do. 
 
SIX LITTLE STORIES WITH LOTS OF 
MEANINGS 
 
 Once all villagers decided to pray for rain. On the 
day of prayer, all the people gathered, but only 
one boy came with an umbrella. That is faith. 
 
When you throw babies in the air, they laugh 
because they know you will catch them. That is 
trust. 
 
Every night we go to bed without any assurance 
of being alive the next morning, but still we set 
the alarm to wake up. That is hope. 
 
We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero 
knowledge of the future. That is confidence. 
 
We see the world suffering, but still, we get 
married and have children. That is love. 
 
On an old man’s shirt was written a sentence “I 
am not 80 years old; I am sweet sixteen with 64 
years of experience.” That is attitude.  
 
Have a happy day and live your life like these six 
stories. Remember, we just had a day of Thanks. 
Let’s make Thanksgiving every day because we 
all have something to be thankful for.  

By Maureen Joos 

The Christian Caring Center has been a ministry of 
outreach  that St .Peter's has supported for many 
years.  

Because of the steadfast commitment that our pa-
rishioners have shown to this program located in 
Browns Mills, NJ.  

I just wanted you all to be aware of some statistics 
that the director of the Christian Caring Center has 
published in their newsletter dated October 2020: 

•601 hot cooked lunches and continental break-
fasts for the month of September. 

•50 lunches delivered to those living on the streets 
and woods. 

•Meals also delivered to 2 area motels. 

CCC works with the Salvation Army to help those 
needing rental assistance.  

They also work with the Jack Stelle Men's Emer-
gency Shelter.  

The food that St .Peter's donates helps to feed the 
food insecure and is so greatly appreciated. 

Collections 
We are collecting 200 Chapsticks for St. Paul’s Bare 
Necessity bags for the people in Camden by Dec. 11. 
A basket is in the narthex.  
 
"Happy Feet" sock drive for the homeless in South 
New Jersey. Socks are the least donated item and yet 
the most in demand. New, unused adult socks are be-
ing collected and distributed to homeless shelters. 
These items need to be collected by December 13th. 
A collection box will be in the narthex. 
  
This year Oaks Integrated Care is sponsoring chil-
dren's group homes. Each group home has approxi-
mately ten children who will write a wish list of three 
items they would love to have! This list will be sent to 
us and Xmas tags will be placed on the tree for each 
parishioner to take as they please. Since some parish-
ioners are not physically in Church, we will make 
these gifts known to all and offer to shop for you. 
Thank you all for your generosity! 

Outreach Body and Soul 
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Church & Home 

By Tiffany Myers 
 
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas.  But we still have four weeks to get ready for it, in this season of 
Advent.  A season to look forward to the birth of Christ and to his return.  A season which may be filled with 
merriment and busy-ness  in our secular lives – or may be tinged with sadness or anxiety this year - but also a 
season that invites you to carve out quiet, reflective, potentially deep and candlelit moments. 
 
I came across some great questions for children in Advent, designed for discussion around your home’s 
Advent wreath each week.  I think they are good for all ages, really. 
 

For Peace: What does peace look like? What makes you feel peaceful? Who might need peace? Say a 
prayer for peace in a place that needs peace. Do something with your family that makes you feel 
peaceful.   
 
For Joy: What does joy look like? What makes you feel joy? Who might need joy? How could you 
make others joyful? Sing a song that makes you feel joyful.   
 
For Love: What does love look like? God loves you – How might you know that? How could you let 
others know that they are loved? Call someone you love and let them know you love them.   
 
For Hope: What do you hope for? Is there something you’ve had to wait a long time for? Who in the 
world might need to hear words of hope? How could you help someone feel hopeful? Write a card to 
someone giving them hope.   
 
(Created by Shelley Walters, from worshipdesignstudio.com.) 
 

Just some things to ponder this Advent.   May all our children, our teens, and our fully grown up parishioners 
have a blessed Advent with space for reflection and prayer – and God’s peace, joy, love, and hope. 
 
Sunday School Schedule 
 
December 6 – PreK-K and Grades 1-6 will be learning about St. Nicholas and generosity. Please have your 
child bring a non-perishable food item to class, which as a group they will take to our Christian Caring Center 
collection bin in the Narthex.  A surprise or two may occur (Shhh!).  
 
December 20 – PreK-K will be learning about the Holy Family, while Grades 1-6 will learn about Isaiah’s 
prophecies about the Messiah.   
 
December 27 –  Special Service.  Not a Sunday School day, but we hope that you and your children will 
attend our 10AM service, as we will be presenting an “un-pageant” about the birth of Jesus using a Power 
Point with paintings, readings, and questions, and with music offerings from some of our parishioners.  
Children are encouraged to come dressed as a character from the Nativity story (contact me if you’d like to 
borrow a costume) and to draw their own artistic interpretation of the story as they listen.  Everyone is invited 
to bring a small bell to play along with our last hymn. Note: If any child or teen would like to be a reader for 
this, or would like to play an instrument or sing for us (can be pre-recorded), please contact me or Brendan 
Moore ASAP.   
 
January 3 – PreK-K and Grades 1-6 will be learning about Epiphany. 



Deacon’s Bench 
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By Deacon Helen M. Orlando 

 

Let’s Keep It Going in Advent – Hope, Peace, Joy, Love 

 

I hope that some of you participated in the United Thank Offering’s November Gratitude Challenge. This 

year, an especially difficult one for many of us, is a particularly good one in which to cultivate the habit 

of looking for and giving thanks for God’s blessings. So, let’s keep it going in Advent!      

 

The First Week of Advent, we are encouraged to focus on hope. Reflect on times in your life where you 

were grateful for your experience of hope. Be sure to consider times when you offered hope to others. 

 

The Second Week of Advent focuses on peace. What people, places or things bring you peace? Give 

thanks for them and perhaps send a thank you note to the peaceful people in your life.  

 

The Third Week of Advent is about joy. Consider moments in your life when you experienced joy, per-

haps by decades of your life. Spend time this week giving thanks for these moments of joy spread 

throughout your life. 

 

The Fourth Week of Advent invites us to focus on love. Gratitude is one way that we express love, as it 

acknowledges love that we have received and cannot repay. This week we encourage you to think about 

all of the ways you receive and give love. 

 

As we look forward God’s greatest gift of all, may each of us find much for which to be grateful.  

 

Faithfully,  

 

Deacon Helen 

 

Home Christmas Communion Visits - During this year’s Christmas season, St. Peter’s clergy will 

make a special effort to visit and carry Holy Communion to those who are unable to attend services at St. 

Peter’s due to illness, long-term disability, or discomfort attending public church services during the Covid-

19 pandemic.  

If you are hospitalized or living in any kind of facility, whether or not we are able to visit you will depend 

on the rules that your residence has put in place to protect your health. If circumstances prevent us from vis-

iting, please accept our prayers for a joyous Christmas and know that we look forward to the time when we 

will be able to visit and share Communion with you.  

If you live in a private residence, we will be happy to visit and bring Holy Communion to you there. In 

order to protect the health of all concerned, please understand that we must limit our visits to half an hour 

and will expect everyone to wear a mask except while receiving Holy Communion.  

If you, or someone you know, would like to receive Christmas communion at home or in a hospital or other 

facility, please contact Reverend Valerie or Deacon Helen by calling the church office (609-654-2963).You 

may also contact us by email at the following email addresses:  canonballing@stpetersmedford.org or 

dcnhelen@stpetersmedford.org.   
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Update from Redemption School, Haiti  
 
With the much-appreciated help of our treasurer, Danielle Colaianni, and with thanksgiving to those of 
you who support our work, St. Peter’s International Outreach Team recently sent $2,475.00 to the Diocese 
of Haiti’s Partnership Program for the benefit of Redemption School.  
 
$750.00 came from a matching grant received from the diocesan Global Goals Task Force based on our 
2019 pledge payments to Redemption School. Father Diegue’s note thanking St. Peter’s for our donation is 
below.     
 
Good morning, Deacon Helen, 
Many thanks for the very important help sent to the “Institution La Redemption.” We have just finished 
with the 2019-2020 school year. The students received their reports yesterday morning. The 2020-2021 
school year will begin on November 9, 2020. Thanks again for thinking of us. Father Ajax* has already 
arranged to deposit this amount into the account for Redemption School.  *(Father Ajax is the head of the 
Haiti Partnership Program.) 
 
 Father Diegue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Below: Father Diegue with some of the youngest students 
of Redemption School, Haiti. (pre-Covid) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Redemption School’s students wearing masks to  
Protect against the spread of Covid-19. 

Update From Father Diegue 
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PARISH NEWS 

 
Parish Register 

BAPTISMS 
Ethan Michael Wright and Mia Julianne Wright 
son and daughter of Justin and Becky Wright,  
November 8, 2020 (Ethan drew the picture to the right!) 

WEDDINGS 
None 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 
None 

Advent Services at St. Peter’s - Join us for Advent Morning and Evening Prayer: In-Person or Virtually. 

For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: 
In returning and rest you shall be saved; 
    in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  -Isaiah 30:15 

The season of Advent reminds us to make room for the moments of returning and rest that open us to God. As we 
enter the season of Advent, what better way for us to do so than by coming together to gather in prayer, either 
virtually or in person. Morning Prayer will be read in Moore Memorial Chapel every Monday and Tuesday at 
9am.* Please feel free to join us. God willing, parishioners will livestream Morning Prayer every Thursday and 
Friday* at 9am. Evening Prayer will be livestreamed Monday through Friday.  

To join us in prayer, follow St. Peter’s Facebook page by clicking “Like” under our cover banner; Facebook will 
notify you when the services are being livestreamed. If you do not have a Facebook account, go to https://
www.facebook.com/st.peters.3/. In either case, scroll down until you see the service.  

*Please note: In keeping with St. Peter’s tradition of reading both Morning and Evening Prayer every weekday 
during the season of Advent, a parishioner will offer Morning Prayer on our behalf from her home on Wednesday 
mornings in Advent.  

Longest Night/Blue Christmas Service 

On Sunday, December 20th at 4 PM, we will have a Longest Night/Blue Christmas service for any one who finds 

the holiday season difficult due to loss or grief.  This service will offer time to reflect on our pain and suffering, 

and remind us of the One who comes to bear our burdens.  For those at home, we encourage you to have a candle 

or candles to light during the service.  

Christmas Services 

Thank you to all who responded to the Parish Survey about Christmas Services.  We will offer 3 services: 

Christmas Eve, Thursday, December 24th—3 PM and 7 PM 

Christmas Day, Friday, December 25th—11 AM 

All services will be live-streamed and recorded, so you can worship from home at any time on the St. Peter’s 

YouTube Channel and out Facebook page. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6C0V8bHkO66jolrUjLKbKg
http://www.facebook.com/st.peters.3/
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By Tiffany Myers, for our International Outreach Team (IOT)  
 
This month, our Sunday School classes will observe the feast day of St. Nicholas (December 6).  Many of 
you have heard the story of St. Nicholas tossing gold into the home of a poor family so that the three 
daughters could be married rather than be sold into slavery.  
 
St. Nicholas, a wealthy man who became a bishop, was known for his generosity, especially to children 
and the poor.  To Nicholas, this was part of living out his Christian faith. It's the reason he has been 
beloved through the ages. 
 
In the spirit of cheerful giving embodied by St. Nicholas, let us consider lending families a helping hand 
toward feeding and supporting themselves, empowering women,  improving sustainable agriculture and 
clean water, supporting education and health care, and providing relief to those affected by COVID-19 or 
natural disasters.   
 
"What a wonderful idea for a gift to honor my relative, friend, colleague, teacher, or neighbor!", you say.  
"I'd like my family to give me that kind of gift for Christmas!" Well, then, let me direct you to our Gifts 
For Life Advent wreath on the bulletin board in the Narthex , where you can learn more about Gifts for  
Life and pick up a catalog or brochure.  
 
Or visit episcopalrelief.org/gifts.  Follow the Advent calendar and/or the Advent wreath weekly prayers & 
reflections from Episcopal Relief & Development (look at their Advent Toolkit under Church in Action at 
episcopalrelief.org, if you did not pick these up at our Advent Festival), to further remember communities 
around the world in your prayers this Advent and to better understand the value of Gifts for Life. 
 
If you are finding your own resources stretched and insecure this year, we understand.  It has been a hard 
year for so many.  If you are still planning to buy gifts this year, know that you can purchase a mosquito 
net to prevent malaria for just $12 at Gifts for Life.  
 
Or you could choose one thing from Gifts for Life and make it a group gift to your whole family, your co-
workers, or your child's teachers - just write a note to each person letting them know that because you 
value them, you have bought a goat, for example, in their honor. Any donation to Episcopal Relief & 
Development or to Gifts for Life  until 12/31 will be doubled through the Year-End Match Challenge, so 
your generosity will go twice as far. Ho ho ho. 
 
Become a St. Nicholas with small acts of kindness to those around you.  Become a St. Nicholas by 
choosing Gifts for Life to support the work of Episcopal Relief & Development in the world if you are 
able.  If you are not able to, you can still support Episcopal Relief & Development by becoming a prayer 
partner with them: episcopalrelief.org/let-us-pray/. 
 
Thank you for reading, and have a blessed Advent a Christmas, from your IOT. 

Gifts For Life 
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The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of December.  

Happy Birthday to them all! 

 

Dec.  1  Brielle Kopsick 

Dec.  2 Hilda Baldyga, Chris Myers, Jennifer Brownlee, Zack Kopsick 

Dec.  3  Jack Natalini, Jannica Natalini 

Dec.  4  Adele Barnaby, Rosa Cherry, Rachel Cherry 

Dec.  6  Jack Paolini 

Dec.  9  Barbara Callahan 

Dec. 10 Erin Kopsick, Owen Gaughan  

Dec. 11 Albert Kopsick 

Dec. 12 Matthew Crawford, Griffin Gosewisch  

Dec. 13 Susan Leontiades 

Dec. 14 Ruth Pogoda, Mela Montgomery, Jack Couture, Emerson Curry, Wilbur Taylor 

Dec. 15 Dane Reed 

Dec. 17 Caroline Smith 

Dec. 18 Cindy Dinoto, Annette Kresky 

Dec. 19 Dorothy Paolini 

Dec. 20 Madison Brownlee 

Dec. 21 Jamieson Smith 

Dec. 22 Ron Gosewisch 

Dec. 23 Mike McEntee, Chris Ball 

Dec. 25 Carol Brown, Francine Cioffi, Kyle Semmel, Andrew Chiaradonna, Megan Chiaradonna, Peyton Cook 

Dec. 27 Emily Couture 

Dec. 28 Larry Sharrott 

 

 

If you or a member of your family has a birthday in December that is not listed above, please contact the  
Parish Office. 

Birthday Prayers 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another year.  

Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life: 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Advent Festival November 29 - Thank you to everyone who helped in any way, and to 
those who attended. A special thanks to Mike and Catie Krug for the music!   
 
Collage Courtesy of Tiffany Myers 
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

The Rev. Canon Valerie  L. Balling, Priest-in-Charge 

The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 

Brendan Moore, Minister of  Music  Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator   Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation 

Tel: 609-654-2963         Fax: 609-654-0401         http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org  Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 
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