
November 2020 

Good News
 

In his usual manner, Jesus surprised his followers by 

uttering godly, countercultural truth in his sermon on 

the mount, commonly referred to as The Beatitudes. In 

essence, his teaching that day laid the foundation for 

what it means to live a Christian life.  

What does it mean to be merciful, pure in heart, meek, 

poor in spirit, mournful, to be a peacemaker, to hunger 

and thirst for righteousness and be willing to be 

persecuted for it? The Beatitudes are a guide that, when 

studied, reveal layers of meaning for us as believers. 

They challenge many of our basic human desires and 

behaviors. Of ultimate importance, they clearly reveal 

what God seeks to bless. 

Aren’t we fortunate that our God is forgiving and full 

of grace as we strive to be transformed by these 

teachings? Our journey of formation requires change 

and opening our eyes to see God in action all around 

us. Included in this change is seeing God’s endless 

blessings poured out upon us and developing a posture 

of gratitude in return.  

Being thankful changes us for the better. Being 

thankful changes our perspective on life and can 

profoundly impact our understanding of God’s 

generosity. Being thankful can shape us to be stewards 

of all God has entrusted to us. Being thankful softens 

our fears. Being thankful turns fear of scarcity into 

joyful gratitude for God’s abundance.  

We remember the saints who have gone before us on 

this All Saints Day. Some were revered as saints of old. 

Some were modern day saints. Some were simple folks 

like you and me. One distinguishing characteristic of 

saints is that we can see how they embodied and lived 

Jesus’ teachings, these very Beatitudes. They 

generously gave of their lives so much so that we 

remember them today. We are confident they were 

blessed by God for their faithfulness. May we be 

thankful for their witness and see in them lives shaped 

by The Beatitudes and be willing to do the same. 
Canon Mary MacGregor is a member of the board of The 

Episcopal Network for Stewardship.  

November Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 

 
Nov. 8  St. Paul’s Breakfast Program, 7:00 a.m. 
Nov. 10 Vestry Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
Nov. 14 Diocesan Convention  9 a.m.—3 p.m. 
Nov. 24 Kitchen Meeting via Zoom 7 p.m. 

The Church Office will be closed on November 11th 

in observance of Veteran’s Day.   It will also be 
closed on November 26 & 27 for Thanksgiving.  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sat, Nov. 7—Holy Eucharist Rite I   5 p.m. 
Sun, Nov. 8—Holy Baptism Rite II   10 a.m. 
Sat, Nov. 14—Holy Eucharist Rite II   5 p.m.  
Sun, Nov. 15—Holy Eucharist Rite II  10 a.m. 
Sat, Nov. 21—Holy Eucharist Rite I   5 p.m. 
Sun, Nov. 22—Holy Eucharist Rite II  10 a.m. 
Wed, Nov. 25 Thanksgiving Holy Eucharist,  7 p.m. 
Sat, Nov. 28—Holy Eucharist Rite II-Advent I  5 pm 
Sun, Nov. 29—Holy Eucharist Rite II   10 a.m. 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. Healing Service via Zoom 
Weds at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.—Bible Study via Zoom 

Faith-Filled Generosity 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Thank you to all who have returned your 2021 Pledge 

Certificates in-person or by mail.  We will continue the 

ingathering of Pledge Certificates on Sunday, November 

8th at the 10 a.m. service and will to have more 

information about the results of our stewardship 

campaign soon. 

We are very grateful to all who made videos in response 

to the question, “What does St. Peter’s mean to me?” : 

Maureen Joos, Beckie McCammitt, Krissy Lusk, 

Tiffany Myers, Ken Montgomery, Mekayla 

Montgomery, Jack Miller and Bob Cullen. 

We are also grateful to Jayne Dempsey and Brian Miller 

for their written testimonials.  

Faith-filled Generosity has been a wonderful theme for 

our reflections on Stewardship this year. May we 

continue to  live abundantly as Jesus invites us to in all 

aspects of our lives. 



From the Priest-In-charge 
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By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

Perspective 
 
Our perspectives have changed quite a bit during 2020, when ordinary activities have become both wearisome 
and joyful.  A trip to the grocery store – about as mundane an activity imaginable – becomes a challenge to 
remain safe and finding items that are usually easy to obtain.  Visiting family and friends – a wonderful, 
rejuvenating event - becomes a questionable endeavor lest someone is sick without knowing.  From such a 
perspective, we can give meaningful thanks for the “little” things in life, knowing just how precious they are.  
 
I know how important in-person worship is and its value was made clear when we had to pause for the past 2 
weeks when we had a possible exposure. I am very thankful we have clear and reasonable guidelines and 
protocols to follow that help keep each other safe.  I am thankful for medical care that enables us to know if we 
have been exposed and trained professionals to support us if we need them.  And I am thankful that we, as a 
community who call themselves St. Peter’s, are willing to work together to adapt as needed and still worship 
God with our praises and thanksgivings.  
In the midst of these shifts in perspective, I offer you another one that you may or may not have heard of before.  
There is a liturgical movement to reinstitute the tradition of a 7-week Advent, which was the Church’s practice 
and tradition prior to the 12th century.  Since then the 4-week season of Advent has been observed by most 
Christian traditions, save for some Orthodox churches that retain the 7-week observance. 
 
Now that Halloween has past, the secular community will jump to the economic boom of Christmas for all the 
wrong reasons.  While, we have a Thanksgiving to look forward toward the end of this month, this year it will 
be challenging to celebrate as we have in the past due to (suggested) travel restrictions as infection rates 
continue to climb. 
It is from this perspective that a 7-week Advent, which would begin on November 8th this year, is inviting and 
helpful.  As The Very Rev. William H. Petersen explains in the rationale paper for the extended Advent: 
 

The intent of the season [of Advent] is to look to the end, to the fulfillment of the implications of 
the Paschal Mystery set forth “for us and for our salvation” (Nicene Creed) in the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. In other words, the focus is on the Christian hope represented by the full 
manifestation of the Reign of God established in Christ. In this respect, then, Advent is about 
eschatology. It is a looking to the end, to the goal, to the eternal moment that makes sense of all 
our moments.  

 
Rather than seeing the season of Advent as “restarting the liturgical clock” on telling the story of Jesus from the 
beginning, we can lean into understanding how the fullness of salvation history helps us understand how to 
bring to reality the Kingdom of God on earth.  As we await the full reign of Christ over the earth, we feel the 
urgency to do this work, especially when it is difficult.  
 
By starting Advent three weeks early, it feels less like the Church is only “counting down” to Christmas, but 
rather claiming and proclaiming God’s presence in the world to be real and powerful, not something that we can 
only anticipate is coming.  Christians are an Advent people – waiting for Christ’s coming again.  But it is not a 
passive waiting.  We need to actively engage our hearts, minds and souls in doing God’s will always and in all 
ways.   
 
While I am very intrigued with the 7-week Advent, we will not fully engage with it liturgically in 2020, but we 
may in 2021 (some normalcy is comforting!). If you would like to learn more about this concept, please visit 
www.theadventproject.org.  Your perspective may be expanded as well.  
 
In Christ, 
Rev. Valerie+  

http://www.theadventproject.org
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Church & Home 

By Tiffany Myers 
 

Thanksgiving is right around the corner.  What are you thankful for?  Give your children the gift of gratitude 
by modeling it for them; by encouraging your kids to keep a gratitude journal; by sharing one thing each of 
you thanks God for as your family eats breakfast or dinner, drives to a game, or says goodnight.  Science has 
shown that fostering an “attitude of gratitude” is good for your physical and mental health, your relationships, 
even your sleep (Google it!), and we know that it pleases God. But I’m getting ahead of myself.  November 
begins with All Saints Day, when we remember people who are examples to us as we strive to follow Jesus’ 
way of love in our lives.  While our Sunday School did not end up meeting on All Saints’ Day, Reverend 
Valerie kindly recorded a read-aloud of a story about Peter, the saint for whom our church is named, which 
you can find on our YouTube channel: https://youtu.be/LbduIL6oyls. Do make sure your children check it 
out! We’ll have some copies of the book for our younger kiddos. Our children will contemplate what they are 
thankful for in Sunday School on November 15. May your families be able to easily count blessings this 
Thanksgiving, have the means to enjoy a celebratory meal, and be able to share it with people you love – 
virtually and in spirit, if not in person.  I offer you this grace to say before your meal:  
 

Thank you God for food, and family, and friends, 
we remember those who have no food today, 

and those who have food, but nobody to share it, 
As you have blessed us, help us be a blessing for others. Amen. 

 
November 29 is the first Sunday of Advent, a special season to prepare for the coming of Christ.  Instead of 
Sunday School, we’ll have an outdoor Advent Festival! It’s like our Advent-wreath-making workshop of 
years past, but outside, with music by Mike Krug, a hot cocoa station, and greens and candles for wreaths.  
(Pray for good weather from 9-9:45 AM on November 29!) This is an intergenerational event for families 
with children, as well as for parishioners without children.  If you have a wreath ring at home from last year, 
kindly bring it with you to get fresh greens.  (We have 20 new wire wreath rings, for those who need one, and 
24 sets of Advent candles.)  We invite your children to come see us light a candle in our Advent wreath in 
church, too.  Our Pre-K through Grade 6 children will commemorate St. Nicholas’ Feast Day in Sunday 
School on December 6.  We ask that your children bring a canned good when they come to Sunday School 
that day, in honor of St. Nicholas, who was known for his generosity to those in need.  We will donate the 
food to the Christian Caring Center.  Your children may have a visit from St. Nicholas this day! 
 
Looking ahead, we will have a special non-pageant presentation for the Christmas season. We invite children 
and adults to share their artistic and musical talents with us for this.  And in the new year, we may try offering 
Sunday School every week again, as we did before COVID. You’ll hear more about these things later. You 
parents (and other relatives) give St. Peter’s the gift of your children’s presence in Sunday School and in 
worship.  At the same time, we hope that your children are learning through this that they are a valued part of 
our community.  We at St. Peter’s give thanks for the children. Happy Thanksgiving! Important note: Our 1st-
3rd grade class will merge with our 4th-6th grade class to make one class, effective November 15. (As always, 
Rite 13 and J2A may meet at different times and will keep in touch about it via email.) 
 
Schedule: 
Nov. 15 – Sunday School 
Nov. 29 – Advent Festival 
Dec. 6 – Sunday School St. Nicholas Day – bring a canned good 
Dec. 20 – Sunday School 
Dec. 27 (probably) – Our special un-pageant presentation during 10AM service. (No Sunday School) 

https://youtu.be/LbduIL6oyls
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    By Edith Green, RN 

Years ago, I took all six of my children on a plane 
trip from upstate New York to Florida to visit my 
mother. My son, Thomas, was probably 15 or 16 
years old at the time. 

Unfortunately, on that trip, we had to change planes 
and we had a layover for about an hour. We got off 
the first flight and all the kids were told to hang 
around the terminal where our connecting flight 
would be leaving. Some of the kids went to vending 
machines to get snacks and others just sat and 
watched whatever was on TV in the waiting area. 

Finally, our next flight was announced. Everyone 
was gathered ready to leave except Thomas. Where 
was he? I told the person who was checking 
everyone boarding, that one of my sons was missing. 
She notified someone who announced his name over 
the loud speaker to come to the terminal 
immediately. No Thomas. 

My other children and I were going from one 
waiting area to another to find him. Another 
announcement was made. No Thomas. 

Finally, after holding the plane for over 15 minutes, I 
saw him. He was in a waiting area watching 
something on TV. I yelled at him for not being 
where he was supposed to be. I asked him, “Didn’t 
you hear your name over the loud speaker?” 

His answer, “I kept hearing them making some 
announcement but I didn’t pay attention. I kept 
hoping they’d stop so I could listen to the TV.” 

Hearing something and really listening are two 
different things as Thomas proved. How often do we 
do that? We hear things but do we listen? How often 
do we hear prayers and maybe even repeat them in 
church, but do we really listen to what they mean? 
I’m as guilty as everyone else in that I repeat a lot of 
the prayers in church that I’ve been saying since I 
was a child. But do I really pay attention to what 
they mean? I hope I do but it’s something that needs 
continual work. 

Finally: “When you talk, you are only repeating 
what you know. But if you listen, you may learn 
something new.” Dalai Lama 

 

Dates to Remember Body and Soul 



Deacon’s Bench 
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By Deacon Helen M. Orlando 
 

 
UTO Ingathering – November 21 & 22, 2020 

As I write, a carved pumpkin sits on my front porch wishing a Happy 

Halloween to all who pass by, and I remember how many children will not be 

walking door-to-door to Trick or Treat this year. I think ahead to 

Thanksgiving, when our only family gathering may be a half-hour, socially 

distanced and masked gathering for cider and doughnuts in my son’s back yard. And I find myself 

praying for those both known and unknown whose lives have been lost or changed forever by the 

current Covid-19 pandemic. 

Somehow, in the midst of these somewhat gloomy thoughts, I find myself thanking God that people 

do pass by my house; that adults are finding creative ways to make this Halloween extra special for 

children; that our son values family enough to volunteer his back yard for a chilly Thanksgiving 

Day gathering; that family members are willing to make an hour’s drive for a half-hour outdoor 

gathering in the cold; that, no matter how isolated we may be, our loving God is always ready to 

hear our prayers for those who have lost their lives to Covid-19 and for guidance and support as we 

seek ways to reach out to those who need our love and support. This movement from thanking God 

to helping others in the name of God and Church is what the United Thank Offering is all about. As 

“UTO” puts it, we “put into the Blue Box with thanksgiving, prayer and generosity and take 

blessings out of the box for grants to expand the church’s faithfulness to God’s mission.”  

St. Peter’s United Thank Offering Ingathering will be held on Saturday and Sunday, November 21 

& 22, the weekend before Thanksgiving Day. I invite you to deliberately make time each day to 

think about, talk about, and pray about those things for which you give thanks. (Check your weekly 

bulletins for ideas from the UTO November Gratitude Challenge.) After your daily prayers, put a 

small offering in a UTO Blue Box (available in the narthex beginning November 7) or any basket, 

bowl or other container which will fill the same purpose. Then, bring or mail your total offering to 

St. Peter’s by November 23, so that it will be counted toward this year’s Ingathering. Checks should 

be made payable to St. Peter’s Episcopal Church and earmarked “UTO.” If you prefer to make a 

donation electronically, text INGATHER to 41444 2 OR donate online at: 

www.unitedthankoffering.org/give.  100% of what is received will be given away to support 

Episcopal/Anglican ministries directly responding to the COVID-19 pandemic and economic 

downturn.  

In thankfulness for the ministry we share, 

Deacon Helen 

http://www.unitedthankoffering.org/give
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PARISH NEWS 

 

Parish Register 
BAPTISMS 
 
Clementine Mary Maddalena Hutcheon, daughter of Andrew and Caitlin Hutcheon, 
October 24, 2020 

 
WEDDINGS 

None 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 
 
None 
 

Elected at the Annual Meeting for the Year 2020 
 
Vestry: 
Sara Cureton, Senior Warden 
Markie Kaczorowski, Communications 
Jack Hobson, Finance 
  
Delegates to Burlington Convocation: 
Jillian Floyd 
Jack Hobson 
Betty Jones 
Ben Jones 
Mike Orlando 
Beth Toale 
  
Deputies to Diocesan Convention: 
Jack Hobson 
Ben Jones 
Mike Orlando 
  
Alternates to Diocesan Convention: 
Mary Allen 
Jillian Floyd 
Betty Jones 
  
Endowment Board 
Cynthia Cullen 
 
Daylight savings time ends on Nov. 1 
 

St. Peter’s Thanksgiving Eve Service will be held on Wednesday, November 25, at 7:00 pm.  
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The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of November.  
Happy Birthday to them all! 

 

Nov.  1:  Scott Seigel, Dylan Hansen, Evan Mertz 

Nov.  3:  Margaret Reed 

Nov.  4:  Mary Murphy 

Nov.  5:  Maria Montgomery, Betsy Murphy 

Nov.  6: Tom Worsdell, Fr. Bob Legnani, Tom Andrews, Jillian Floyd  

Nov.  7:  Christina Little, Brayden Ackerman 

Nov.  8:  Francis Reed 

Nov.  9:   Jon Andrews, Brian Miller, Sabrina Tredwell 

Nov. 10:  Grace Castiglia, Brady Moore 

Nov. 12:  Josephine Sherwood, Wayne Hansen, Patrick Gaughan 

Nov. 14:  Jeanne Sanitate 

Nov. 15:  Geri Blum, Micheline Denn, Charlotte LaRue, Jonah Dufala, Olivia Dufala 

Nov. 16:  Jenna Semmel 

Nov. 17: Christopher Hopp, Krista Hoffman, Matthew Adler, Maci Pittman, Michael Pittman, Darren Wu 

Nov. 18:  Brad Denn 

Nov. 19:  Tom Welsh 

Nov. 21:  Ken Montgomery, Susan Barrall, Ryan Rubano, Patricia Alvarez, Hudson Beyer 

Nov. 23:  Linda White 

Nov. 25:  Grace Stewart 

Nov. 28:   Nancy Shaw, Donald Sunlitis 

Nov. 29:     Stephen Scarpulla, Russ Carvin 

Nov. 30:  Jo Anderson, Jennifer Tredwell, Heather Rodden 

 

If you or a member of your family has a birthday in November that is not listed above, please contact the  
Parish Office. 

Birthday Prayers 
O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another year.  Grant that 
he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life: through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 
 
Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be.  Strengthen him when he 
stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall: and in his heart may thy peace which passeth 
understanding abide all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 

Birthdays at St. Peter’s 
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Left: Rite 13 Mini-golf  

Photos Courtesy of Bob 

Cullen and Kristine Adler. 

Danny LaRue by his 

Eagle Scout Project—

building a new shed in 

the Rectory backyard. 

The shed was completed 

with the help of many 

scouts and parents. It 

will be used to help 

store some of the  

Christmas decorations. 



9 

St. Peter’s Sunday School 

 
4th-6th Grade Fishing for Disciples - photos by Mike Krug  
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Halloween at St. Peter’s 
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J2A Class at St. Peter’s 

Photos Courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 

Collage: The J2A Class at St. Peter’s painting rocks. 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Service Schedule (in-person & virtual) 

Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Family Eucharist ....................... 10 a.m. 

 

Weekdays (virtual) 

Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ................ 10 a.m.  

 

St. Peter’s YouTube Channel—https://bit.ly/32c5K0x  

St. Peter’s Facebook Page—www.facebook.com/st.peters.3 
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-in-Charge  

The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 

Brendan Moore, Music Director      Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator     Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation 

Tel: 609-654-2963         Fax: 609-654-0401         http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org                Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 

.. 

https://bit.ly/32c5K0x
http://www.facebook.com/st.peters.3

