Good News

September 2020

New Director of Christian Formation
By Sheila Miller
Introducing our New Director of Christian
Formation – Tiffany Myers!
Tiffany is a choir and Vestry member who has worked
extensively on our church’s website, Facebook page,
Instagram and Twitter. In the past, she has been highly
involved in helping organize Vacation Bible School,
our Christmas pageant, and many other youth events.
And she has also been a Sunday School teacher herself.
We are very excited to have Tiffany in her new role!
Virtual Sunday School starts this Fall!

We know things are tough during this pandemic. We
know children are feeling isolated with all the social
distancing so our Sunday School will focus on giving
students a chance to make friends, talk about their
feeling and experiences living during a pandemic, and
also Bible Stories and lessons to help them grow as
Christians.
You can register NOW for Sunday School!
To register for Sunday School, go to our website,
stpetersmedford.org, follow the link to Learning and
Prayer, where there is a link to our Sunday School
Registration OR click this link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfpQrpPa1fREJVCpp1ZSMpw1BGo4YAa
PPtSIlsokXz1lk57pA/viewform
To volunteer to teach or get more info, contact Tiffany
Myers at tiffany.myers@stpetersmeford.org

September Calendar Highlights
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG

From the Priest-In-Charge
By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling

September usually brings with it the nervous anticipation of starting the school year (and at church, our
“Program Year). But this year – not to overstate the obvious – is just different. Our nerves are fed by the
anxiety of unanswered questions rather than the hope of starting something new. Fear of “what might happen”
has stolen the joy of those things we look forward to after summer, which is understandingly sad and
depressing. Thanks be to God, we do not have to stay in that place of despair and hopelessness. The words of
the Serenity Prayer Reinhold Niebuhr wrote 49 years ago are just as important and powerful now as ever,
“God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the things I can, and
wisdom to know the difference.” This short prayer asks God for three things: serenity, courage and wisdom.

Serenity - As a recovering English teacher, I love Niebuhr’s word choice of “serenity” rather than “peace.”
While we talk about being peaceful, I think, more often than not, we think of that state as something beyond
our reach, something that is (almost) beyond our comprehension. Yet most people (hopefully) have
experienced a moment of serenity, perhaps in the early morning before everyone wakes up, or looking up at a
cloudless sky that seems infinite. Indeed, the root of the word “serenity” comes from a Latin word meaning
“cloudless.” In this prayer we are asking for God to allow us to see beyond ourselves – the Big Picture, if you
will. With that perspective, we are more aware of what we do and do not have the ability to change. We
cannot change the reality of this pandemic, but we can change how we respond to it. We can focus on what
we have lost OR look for things we have found. This will be easier for some than others, but it is a helpful
exercise to put things into perspective. If we have too many clouds obstructing our view, we cannot see what
could be and where we need to let go because it is really beyond our ability to change.
Courage - The etymology of this word points us to the French word for “heart,” which is “cour.” This is the
heart of the matter: Are we courageous enough to risk change? Change is hard. It requires sacrifice and
suffering, but from it comes transformation – new life, which we call resurrection. We die to the old and are
reborn into the new. This all sounds great, but it is terrifying. We are hard-wired to stick with what works,
habits that get us through each day and allow us to move through life with some sense of ease and control.
That is exactly what our secular culture wants to sell us every single minute of the day. And it is a lie.
If we come from a place of serenity, our hearts are open to the possibility of what might be, of what we might
become. Our beloved Patron Saint, Peter, shows courage in the Book of Acts (Chapters 2 & 10) when he
changes his understanding of faith and religion, making room for more and more people. He courageously
learned how to open his heart and accept that change is good. It is most helpful to know what we can or should
change first, and to know that we need discernment.
Wisdom - King Solomon is praised for asking God for wisdom to help him rule. As he was about 15 when he
assented to the throne, it was impressive he thought to ask for that – a bit of wisdom in and of itself! This is
more than just knowledge, but how to use that knowledge in a way that is helpful and courageous. This is
especially true when there is not necessarily a “right” answer, such as what model of school will work for your
family this fall. There are many factors that need to be considered. Asking for God’s help with such
discernment is beneficial and may offer you more clarity than expected.
We also might be surprised by what we think we have control over and don’t (like decisions other people
make), and by what we do not think we can control, but actually can (like how we respond to others’ decisions
if they affect our lives). Accepting these realities and being willing to do, or not do, something can be a leap
of faith. But we make that leap with serenity, courage and wisdom.
In Christ,
Rev. Valerie+
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Church & Home
By Tiffany Myers
Twenty-three years ago, when, as newcomers to Medford, we visited St. Peter’s with an infant in our arms, I
remember being embarrassed at any cry or noise made by our baby, Grayson, in church. We were put at ease
when Father Moore said to us after the service, “The voice of an angel!” We felt welcomed and accepted,
crying baby or no.
We at St. Peter’s do love our parish children. I’ve seen delight on the faces of all adults when the children
present the Christmas Pageant to the congregation each year, and I’ve been told by several folks how moving
is the youth’s presentation of Christ’s passion through their Live Stations on Good Friday. Children and
youth bless us with their energy and their open hearts.

As you know, summer is almost over and even though the pandemic is not, we are planning to continue
offering Christian Formation (Sunday School), to our children of St. Peter’s. This year, however, we will be
offering it virtually rather than in-person, at least through the fall. We hope you will join us!
One of the challenges during virtual Sunday School (which may or may not be on Sunday this year,
depending on the class), is to foster a feeling of connection among the young people. Fellowship is important
but is usually associated with doing things together. Social media platforms like Snap Chat and Instagram are
best as an extension of real-life relationships. My hope is that our teachers and young people are able to
experience this through Zoom sessions and maybe even a good, old-fashioned chain letter. I also hope that
since we can worship in person now, we’ll see your family at church so that we can greet the children who are
important members of our parish family and who make us smile.
As parents who want to their children to grow up feeling loved as children of God and learning how to reflect
that love back to others, you give your kids a faith foundation through Sunday School and weekend worship.
It isn’t always easy to fit it into your lives or to stand firm in the commitment. We also recognize that the
pandemic’s changes to your family’s lives may present additional challenges to you and your offspring.
However, doing Sunday School at home can be an opportunity to make faith a part of your family life in ways
that go beyond saying grace before dinner. Maybe just start with a simple, “How will you show God’s love
today?” in the morning and “Where did you see God today?” in the evening.
Let us (me, Reverend Valerie, our vestry liaison Sheila Miller) know if you have ideas for how we can
support your child or you as a parent. And may your efforts bear the fruit of young people who know that
God loves them and who take to heart Jesus’ commandment to love one another.
Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have blessed us with the
joy and care of children: Give us calm strength and patient
wisdom as we bring them up, that we may teach them to love
whatever is just and true and good, following the example of
our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. (BCP)
P.S. I haven’t forgotten that adult faith formation is a part of this job, too. I’m going to work on that once we
get the children’s classes sorted out.
Thank you for your support and prayers. I will need them. Sue left big shoes to fill!
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Body and Soul

September Worship

By Edith Green, RN

September Worship Schedule

If I asked you what made up your day to day life,
what would you say? Actually, the answer is:
Habits. Everyday what we do depends on the
habits we’ve created. I have people tell me they
want to change their life and I tell them, if that is
true then they need to change their habits.

Currently, the schedule for September is:

One of my habits was going to the Saturday
evening church service. For the past 20 or so
years, since I’ve been back to New Jersey, if it
was Saturday, I knew it was time to go to church.
THEN, Covid came into my life and suddenly
my habits had to change. I could no longer go to
some of the stores I had frequented.

Sunday, September 6th: 10 AM Rite II with
Music

I could no longer go to St. Peter’s in person. I had
to wear a mask when I went to buy groceries and
I stopped taking my little dog with me when I did
go. I suddenly had more time in my house, which
you would think would be nice. I’d have lots of
time to get caught up. No, didn’t happen because
that was not on my list of habits.

Saturday, September 19th: 5 PM Rite I

Saturday, September 5th: 5 PM Rite I (The
Rev. Henrietta Leavengood Presiding and
Preaching)

Saturday, September 12th: 5 PM Rite II
Sunday, September 13th: 10 AM Rite II with
Music

Sunday, September 20th: 10 AM Rite II with
Music
Saturday, September 26th: 5 PM Rite II

Sunday, September 27th: 10 AM Rite II with
Music

I’m sure you’ve all felt this change. Those of you
who used to work in a building somewhere now
work from home. Children who used to be at
school, were now in the house all day bored.
Parents had to figure out how to keep them
occupied with some structure for learning. Not
easy, not easy at all.

If there is a significant increase in attendance
after Labor Day, we may return to having 3
worship services. All services are live-streamed
on YouTube and Facebook, and the recordings
are available afterward to be viewed at any time.

Nobody at this point knows when this will end.
By Christmas, by early next year, by next Spring?
But your life in this time of Covid is still going
on whether we’re wearing masks or not. So, what
seems necessary right now is to begin changing
your habits one by one. Make yourself a schedule
of what needs to be done, then a schedule of what
possibilities are there for you to do and fill in the
gaps.

We cannot say there is no risk in attending inperson worship at St. Peter’s, but we can assure
you we are doing everything we can to keep you
safe. If you discern that worshiping in-person
will benefit you and your family, we look
forward to seeing you soon. If not, then we hope
you will continue the discipline of participating
in the live-streamed or recorded worship
services.

As the commercials tell us, “We’re all in this
together.” And that is so true.
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Deacon’s Bench
By Deacon Helen M. Orlando
News from Redemption School, Haiti
To the Congregation and Friends of St. Peter’s:
As some of you know, the Diocese of Haiti suspended Father Diegue from practicing his ministry at the end of
April. For that reason and others, the IOT agreed not to send funds to Haiti at that time and notified Father
Diegue of that fact. I am happy to announce that Father Diegue is once again serving both as Priest-in-Charge of
Saint Basile le Grand and as superintendent of Redemption School. The IOT now plans to send our pledge
payment to the Diocese of Haiti as soon as possible. The chats and emails below (slightly edited) are from
August 27 and 28 and give more news of Redemption School and Haiti. I invite you to keep Father Diegue,
Redemption School, and the Diocese of Haiti in your prayers. – Deacon Helen
Dear Father Diegue,
The last time I heard from you, you were hoping to be reinstated as rector of Saint Basile le Grand and head of
L‘Institut La Redemption in Gonaives. Has that happened? We at St. Peter’s have been praying for you and your
students every week. I have been trying to keep up with news about the Coronavirus and the start of school in
Haiti. Of course, you are now dealing with Hurricane Laura, also. It is difficult for me to find updated
information. We will continue our prayers. If you are able, please let me know how you are doing. We all hope
that you are again being permitted to pursue your ministry. (WhatsApp)
Good evening Deacon Orlando,
I salute you in Christ. It's been a while since I heard from you. But I want to believe that all is well with you and
your loved ones. In Haiti, Covid-19 did not do much damage, thank God. So far, we have recorded about 200
deaths according to the Ministry of Public Health. I can say that this figure is not real. But the situation is not
dire so far.
[After closing in late March due to Covid-19], Redemption School [resumed] classes on August 3, 2020 with
great difficulty. Teachers and administrators have not received a salary since April 2020, and parents are unable
to pay. The situation is really difficult; the main thing is to save the 2019-2020 school year which, according to
the instructions of the Minister of National Education, must end in October 2020. The children are well
determined after the confinement of more than five months. Let us hope that the country does not experience an
increase in Covid-19 in the coming days.
Good morning, Father Diegue,
Yes – it has been awhile since I’ve been in touch. Are you now serving, once again, as the Rector of Saint Basile
le Grand and Superintendent of L‘Institut la Redemption? If so, we plan to send at least $1,925.00 as soon as
possible, but hope to be able to send a bit more. Unfortunately, our committee had to cease all fundraising at the
beginning of March. We hope to resume raising funds as soon as possible, knowing that La Redemption’s staff
has not been paid for a long time.
I am glad to hear that Covid-19 has not struck Haiti as badly as it struck the Dominican Republic or the U.S. but
am sorry to hear about the 200+ people who did die of the virus. I know that Haiti has recently been struck hard
by Hurricane Laura. Our prayers are with you all.
Good evening Deacon Orlando,
All is well for me and for my Ministry at the Parish of Saint Basil the Great and at L’Institution
La Redemption in Gonaives. The decision of the Standing Committee to sanction three priests was illegal,
arbitrary, anti-canonical. The Committee was obliged to reverse this decision. Thank you for your prayers.
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PARISH NEWS
We would like to plan some small events that meet the critera for COVID restrictions. All ideas are up
for planning . let me know your thoughts. We have arranged to have an ICE CREAM SOCIAL at CUPS
AND CONES IN MARLTON. Bring you friends and a flyer, 10% of related sales will go to our
outreach projects. It will be TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 1 FROM 4-7 PM BRING A GROUP GATHER
IN BACK AT TABLES, OR BRING LAWN CHAIRS AND SIT IN THE GRASSY LOT. behind the
store. Hope to see you there or at other gatherings.
Bev Scollay
Another Way to Love Each Other… - As we all know, many small, local businesses have had to close
due to the economic impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. Those that have not closed, continue to struggle
due to lack of customers. Whether or not we know them personally, the owners of these businesses are
our neighbors. Recently a member of our congregation suggested that we develop a list of local
businesses in difficult straits, especially - but not solely - those owned by members of our congregation,
their family members, or close friends.
Our plan is to publish that list in the October newsletter, so that we may make a special effort to love
these neighbors by supporting their businesses during this hard time, as you are able. If you would like to
list your own business or another local business that could use our help, please contact Deacon Helen
with its name, address, email address and/or phone number. If the business is not your own, please check
with the business owner first.
Faithfully,
Deacon Helen (dcnhelen@stpetersmedford.org or 856-596-6415)

Spirit of wisdom, Creator God, we are grateful for the many small business owners who felt your
creative call and pursued their dreams. We know that you are the sustainer of our dreams, in prosperity
and in hardship. We pray for all those businesses who are suffering hardship because of the economic
crisis caused by COVID-19. Provide for all the people being impacted by this economic crisis, the
people employed by these small businesses and the families that are supported by their income. Protect
them in this time of economic uncertainty and fill their spirits with hope. Amen. (Adapted from a prayer
by Sarah Swindall, Pastoral Intern, Augsburg University)

Parish Register
BAPTISMS
Ava March—August 9, 2020
WEDDINGS
None
MEMORIAL SERVICES
Tracy Fallon—August 13, 2020 at St. Peter’s
Louis Fest—August 14,2 020 at Bradley Funeral Home
Ruth Hedden—August 28, 2020 at the Brigadier General William C. Doyle Veterans Memorial
Cemetery
Betty Walker—August 31, 2020 at St. Peter’s Moore Memorial Chapel
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Annual September Meeting

Save the date!

Our annual meeting will take place on Sunday, October 4th at 11:30 am via Zoom.
Directions for participating will be included in the October Good News and emails
to the members.
Elections of warden and vestry will take place via an online poll. Please plan to
join us. All parishioners ages 16 and up are able to vote in elections.
We are in need of people for the positions of Stewardship, Fellowship and
Communications on vestry. Please consider giving of your time and talents by
serving in one of these positions. If you would like more information about what
these positions include, the time commitment involved, or any other information,
please contact Michelle Scarpulla at 609-744-7089 or
michelle.scarpulla@stpetersmedford.org OR talk with Reverend Valerie.
Additionally, we need people to be delegates to Burlington Convocation and
delegates for Convention. If you would like more information about what either of
these are, please talk with Reverend Valerie or Deacon Helen.
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What Gifts Do You Have?
By Michelle Scarpulla, Senior Warden
In his first epistle, Peter wrote to a group of early Christians scattered throughout the northern areas of Asia Minor,
encouraging them to persevere in the face of suffering, as Christ suffered for us. While the suffering of those early
Christians is sure to look different than any suffering we are enduring today, I can’t help but think that we are all
suffering in some way. Whether it is the limitations and restrictions we are facing in our lives due to the
Coronavirus, the physical, mental, or financial stress we bear, or the racial injustice and division that is affecting
our nation, we all suffer at times.
Peter goes on to say, “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied
grace (1Peter 4:10).” He is reminding those early Christians that, despite their suffering, they are all blessed with
gifts from God. We should also use his words to be reminded of this: we each have unique gifts and talents, and we
should be good stewards of these gifts and use them to serve others. I encourage you to consider what gifts and
talents you have. Are you good with numbers? Do you have a warm and welcoming personality? Are you very
organized? Are you a good speaker? Are you good with social media? Are you a good leader? Do you have time to
get involved? Once you have done an inventory of your gifts, now ask yourself:
Have you used your gifts to serve one another as a steward of God’s grace? - One of the ways you can use your
gifts is to get involved in a committee of the parish or to consider running for a position on vestry. We are currently
looking for people to help with Fellowship, Stewardship and Communications. Can you see yourself in one of these
roles? Another way to be a good steward is to give of your treasure. October 24th and 25th will be Consecration
Weekend. This will be the time when you will be asked to make your 2021 pledge to St. Peter’s. Our stewardship
campaign will be more important than ever this year. In 2020, only 65% of our budget came from pledges, while
12% of our budget came from fundraising and almost 6% came from outside groups that use our facilities, as
shown in the graph below. Going into 2021 brings much uncertainty about when we will be able to gather together
again without masks and distancing, and so the future of fundraising and outside groups using our facilities is
uncertain. Because of this, we need to increase pledging as a percentage of our budget, or we will be forced to cut
costs.
For our campaign this year, we are setting a goal of 105 pledges and to have those pledges equal to 75% of our
budget, an amount of at least $234,000. In the coming weeks, you will be receiving information to help you
consider what your pledge should be and how you can support St. Peter’s. I ask that you pray about what gifts you
have been given and how you can be good stewards of God’s grace. If you would like to nominate yourself for
vestry or be involved in this year’s Stewardship campaign, either behind the scenes or by sharing what St. Peter’s
means to you, please reach out to me at michelle.scarpulla@stpetersmedford.org.
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Video Series From the Diocese

September Birthdays at St. Peter’s

Foundations of Faith Video Series from
the Diocese

The following parishioners will be celebrating
birthdays during the month of September.
Happy Birthday to them all!

Each video is approximately 20 minutes long,
suitable for adult formation groups or for individuals
and families to watch on their own. We are grateful
to the Constable Fund of the Episcopal Church for
making it possible for people across New Jersey, the
nation, and the world to know their story so that
they may live it boldly.

September 2: Kathleen Groh, John Garofalo
September 4: Arlene Kauffman, Daniel Farino
September 5: Gwen Denn, Scott Tredwell
September 6: Joseph Manni, Erin Murphy
September 8: Suzanne Crawford
September 9: Natalie Boyle, Gwyneth Andrews,
Howard Black, 3rd, Callie Paolini
September 10: Jonathan Gehris, Brian Hunter, Daniel
Frazier
September 11: Beth Anne Potter, Rev. Valerie Balling,
Jamie Cureton, Matthew Cook
September 13: Diane Pencoski, Erin Keen
September 15: Stephen Miller, Kiara Higginbotham
September 16: Debbie Worsdell
September 17: Robert Paolini, Eleanor Myers
September 18: Dave Lusk, Sean Farrell
September 20: Jennifer Fallon, Mitchell Dominguez
September 21: Joshua Trinity
September 22: James Beard, Joan Kelly
September 23: Ruth Hedden, April Williams, Stacy
Perkins
September 24: Ken Carpinelli, John Reed
September 25: Tina Sunlitis, Mekenzie Montgomery
September 28: Douglas Fink, Michael Dempsey, Scott
Semmel
September 29: Beverly Scollay
September 30: Elisabeth Cullen

Who is God? Episode 1 of the Diocese's Foundations of Faith video series is now
available on the Diocese YouTube channel.
Who is God? How has God acted in the world? How
to we live in response? Join the Diocese of New
Jersey as we study the foundations of the Christian
faith alongside prominent Christian thinkers,
pastors, and teachers from the Episcopal Church and
other traditions.
This series of eight videos, moderated by the
Rev. Kije Mugisha-Rwamasirabo and the Rev.
Canon Dr. Kara Slade, traces a basic outline of
Christian theology from God to Scripture to the
Christian life. The series will include these topics:
The Story of the People of God: The Covenant
People of Israel

If you or a member of your family has a birthday in
September that is not listed above, please contact the
Parish Office.

The Story of the People of God: Jesus and the
Church
The Christian Life: Sin, Grace, and Redemption

Birthday Prayers - O God, our times are in your hand:
Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he
begins another year. Grant that he may grow in
wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your
goodness all the days of his life: through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen. (BCP, p. 830) Watch over thy child,
O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him
wherever he may be. Strengthen him when he stands;
comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him
up if he fall: and in his heart may thy peace which
passeth understanding abide all the days of his life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, p. 830)

The Christian Life: Baptism, Vocation, and Christian Community
The Christian Life: The Holy Eucharist
The Christian Life: Prayer and the Daily Office
Christian Discipleship

9

PARISH PHOTO ALBUM

Bottom Right Our new banner went up this
summer. Thanks to the Scarpulla family for
the banner and to Scott Fallon for making
the post for it.

Top Left Picture from Maureen Joos of the school
supplies collected for the Christian Caring
Center. Thank you for the donations!

Photos Courtesy Of Maureen
Joos, and Tiffany Myers

10

St. Peter’s First In-Person Sunday Service

Above: Collage of pictures from our first Sunday worshipping in-person again.

Photos Courtesy of: Tiffany Myers
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