
April 2021 

Good News
 

Van Duzer Scholarship Applications Due May 1 
 

The Van Duzer Scholarship recognizes high school 
students in the Diocese of New Jersey for service to 
the church and to the community. 

For more than fifty years, Bishop Albert W. Van 
Duzer was an advocate for youth in the Diocese of 
New Jersey. Before serving as Bishop from 1973-
1982, he served as Youth Director from 1949 to 
1954 and was a member of the Board of Youth 
Consultative Service from 1953 to 1963.  

Bishop Van Duzer was one of the founding 
members of Youth Events in the Diocese and shared 
his vision of a full-time Youth Director for the 
Diocese. 

The first scholarship was awarded in 1989. Since 
then, over many scholarships have been awarded to 
youth of the Diocese. Some of the recipients have 
continued in the tradition of Bishop Van Duzer, and 
work with young people in and beyond the Diocese. 

Scholarship Criteria 

The purpose of the Bishop Van Duzer scholarship 
fund is to assist high school seniors preparing to 
enter their first year of accredited post-secondary 
education. 

Applicants are judged on service to the local and 
wider church, community service, academic 
achievement, and financial need. This fund is to 
assist high school seniors preparing to enter college 
and post-secondary education programs.   

The application for this scholarship is available on 
the diocesan website and must be completed online.  

To find the application, go to https://
dioceseofnj.org/newsletter/ and scroll down the 
page until you see the “Good News in the Garden 
State Archive.” Click on either the 3/25/2021 
special announcement about the Van Duzer 
Scholarship or on the 3/26/2021 issue of Good 
News in the Garden State.      

April Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 

4/1                      7:30 PM Maundy Thursday Liturgy 
                           Garden of Repose 8:30 PM—1:00 PM 
4/2                       1:00 PM Good Friday Liturgy  
                           7:30 PM Stations of the Passion 
4/3                      9:00 AM Holy Saturday 
4/4                      7:45 AM Easter Sunday Rite I 
                                                                           10:00 AM Easter Sunday Rite II 
4/11                    10:00 AM Holy Baptism  
4/13                    7:00 PM Tuesday Vestry Meeting  
SAVE THE DATE! 
5/1                     9 AM-12 PM National Labyrinth Day  
5/16                   10 AM Confirmation 

Van Duzer Scholarship Application 

 

 

NOTE ABOUT EASTER SUNDAY 

We are delighted to be able to have in-person 

worship this Easter Sunday.  If you do not have 

children, you may want to consider attending the 

7:45 AM service as we have limited seating 

available an can only accommodate a limited 

number of people at each service.  Both services 

will also be live-streamed if you do not want to 

attend in person.  



From the Priest-In-charge 
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By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

Living into Our Salvation 

I write this message just as we start Holy Week. We are in that strange tension of being so ready for our 
Lenten fast to end and the joyful celebration to begin, but we cannot do that unless we go through Good 
Friday – unless we go through the cross. Even though the cross is literally at the crux of our faith – and a 
centerpiece of our worship space – we do not often consider exactly what it represents and what, in fact, 
Jesus did by dying upon it.  

First, I must make it clear that I believe “redemption” and “salvation” are NOT synonyms. My 
understanding about this has been greatly influenced by The Rev. Gerry Skillacorn, a retired priest from 
Kansas and a mentor of mine. While both words are about broken relationships, “redemption” is about 
repairing our broken relationship with God and “salvation” is about repairing our broken relationships with 
each other.  

Through his death on the cross, Jesus accomplishes our “redemption.” Jesus offered himself as a sacrifice 
for us, even though it was not his debt to pay.  It was humanity that sinned and rebelled against God. We 
were not faithful to God, but God STILL wanted to be in relationship with God’s creation.  God did not 
need blood to be satisfied. WE needed to understand just how far God would go to reach out to us, even to 
die as an innocent convicted of a capital crime. We needed Jesus’s blood to realize how much we are loved, 
even when we rebelled against God.  

Through Jesus’s death, our redemption is fulfilled, the debt satisfied.  As Jesus says, “It is accomplished.”  
Unfortunately, many Christians and Christian denominations spend much of their time focusing on getting 
followers to admit their need for redemption because of their sinful nature, when in reality we are already 
redeemed, we just need to accept it and live in that freedom. Through the cross we can let go of our belief 
that we are unworthy or should be ashamed of our lives.  The cost of being set free was huge, but through 
the grace of God, it is ours to have forever.  Nothing can undo what God has done. Humanity’s relationship 
with God has been and continues to be in righteousness (as far as God is concerned).  We just have to 
believe it and live like it!  

Part of living into our redemption is doing the ongoing work of fixing our relationships with each other.  
Jesus said that the greatest commandment is to God love and love your neighbors as ourselves. We cannot 
genuinely love God unless we love our neighbors. Salvation is about fixing the broken relationships with 
our neighbors.  Rev. Gerry specifically calls this “Inclusive Salvation”: Our oneness with God 
(accomplished through the cross) is realized in our oneness with one another. The purpose of the Church is 
not to convince each other of how sinful we are and how much we need to be redeemed.  Our purpose is to 
be in unity with each other, learning how to love each other especially when we do not agree.  This is our 
salvation, which we continue to work out in fear and trembling.  

In the Easter season, we celebrate the reality of our redemption and invite the world to believe that this 
freedom is true for all people.  The battle is indeed done and the victory is won.  The next step comes at 
Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit comes to empower us for the hard work of salvation, giving us the ability to 
learn to live and love in community with each other.   

We’ve got 50 days of Easter to celebrate the wonderful, precious gift of our redemption, and then the 
ongoing, important work of Inclusive Salvation awaits our attention again.  Let’s get to it! 

In Easter Joy,  

Rev. Valerie+ 
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Church & Home 

By Tiffany Myers 
 
 

The daffodils are blooming here at St. Peter’s, and we are getting ready to celebrate Easter.  Holy Week is 
a bit of a marathon, but it’s also filled with drama, holiness and important foundations of our faith, all good 
reasons to observe it in your family. We welcome all families to commemorate Jesus’s last lessons and 
examples for us before his death, and then to  celebrate the joyful spring feast of his resurrection with us! 
 
April 1 – Maundy Thursday, the time to remind ourselves and our kids that Jesus wants us to “Love one 
another, as I have loved you.”  Our service is at 7:30PM.  “Before the meal, Jesus got down on his knees 
and washed his friends’ feet, which were dirty and sore from walking. That is who Jesus is. He pours 
himself out like water from a pitcher. He touches what is dirty and hurting and makes it clean and whole.” 
 
April 2 - Good Friday youth lead a presentation of the Live Stations of the Passion, 7:30 PM.  This is a 
moving service! A scene from Jesus’ Passion is read, then silently acted and frozen in a tableau by the cast, 
with a brief musical interlude between each scene.  
 
 I encourage you to attend, supporting the youth as they offer this gift to you, and I think you will be glad 
you came. “We hear how people who did not like Jesus came and carried him away. They made fun of 
him, bullied him, hurt him. They took everything from him, even his clothes. They nailed him to a cross.” 
 
April 4 - There is no in-person Sunday School, but there is plenty for children on Easter morning at our 
10AM service! Children are invited to participate in flowering the cross as they come in, they get to find 
the “Alleluia” for Easter at the start of the service, and Reverend Valerie will offer a children’s sermon.   
 
Following the service, we’ll have an outdoor Egg Hunt for the children, with candy bags to redeem for 
eggs.  “God has done a wonderful thing. Jesus is risen! The colors of the sunrise spill over and splash into 
our church. Everywhere there are flowers and green leaves, beautiful banners and bright sunlight. Lent is 
over. We have made time, we have made space – we are ready now. Everything is different. The whole 
world is new! It is Easter morning!” 
 
April  11 – Alternate Sunday School   
 
April 18 – In-person Sunday School for PreK-K and 1st-6th. Both classes will have Easter themes: “Jesus 
Is Risen”. 
 
April 25 – In-person Sunday School (two weeks in a row!) PreK-K will hear about the Road to Emmaus, 
while  1st-6th will learn about Ascension. 
 
(Citations from Make Room: A Child’s Guide to Lent and Easter by Laura Alary) 
 
Now is a great time for children who have not come to Sunday School to come and try it out for these last 
few months of the school year.  We have warm and welcoming volunteers who care about our kids and 
impart the love of God to them.   - - And  it’s a good time for adults of any age to prayerfully consider 
volunteering to teach Sunday School next year, too!    



4 

 

    By Edith Green, RN 
 
What does Easter mean to you? When I was a kid, it 
meant a rabbit who brought candy in a basket. Oh, 
yes, I went to church but the main thing I looked 
forward to was the candy. I think I’ve outgrown that, 
I hope so.  
 
When my children were small, the rabbit came and 
left baskets filled with candy. Oh, we all went to 
church but I think what they looked forward to was 
what the bunny had left in their baskets. When they 
became teens and didn’t really believe in the rabbit 
anymore, I still filled their baskets but instead of 
candy, with fruit, laughing sometimes when a piece 
of fruit was a lemon!  Now that I am much older and 
my children are, too, we’ve come to understand what 
Easter really means. But how did we arrive at the 
date we celebrate and why is it different every year? 
 
In the days of the early church, Easter was identical 
in date with Passover, the date for which could vary 
up to 30 days and fall on different days of the week 
because of the peculiarities of the Jewish calendar. 
Christians, who wanted a celebration on the first day 
of the week, Sunday, when Jesus arose, objected at 
the Council of Nicaea in 325. This led to calculating 
a date what would avoid a conflict.  
 
A complicated calendar reckoning resulted, based on 
imperfect lunar relationships, which is turn 
determine a long series of Christian ecclesiastical 
days. Easter has evolved from an eight-day 
Thanksgiving, similar in length to pagan spring 
festivals and Jewish paschal observance, to a single 
day. It is now celebrated on the first Sunday after the 
full moon that falls on or after the spring equinox, 
the date for which was fixed at March 21. Easter 
cannot occur before March 22 or after April 25. 
 
So, now you know how we got the date when we 
celebrate Christ’s rising. No matter the date, the 
meaning is still the same: HE HAS RISEN, HE HAS 
RISEN INDEED. 
 
Finally: A ship is safe in a harbor, but that’s not what 
ships are built for. 
  James Clear. 

 
 
During the season of Easter, St. Peter’s clergy 
will make a special effort to visit and carry Holy 
Communion to those who are unable to attend 
services at St. Peter’s due to illness, long-term 
disability, or discomfort attending public church 
services during the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
If you are hospitalized or living in any kind of 
facility, whether or not we are able to visit you 
will depend on the rules that your residence has 
put in place to protect your health.  
 
If circumstances prevent us from visiting, please 
accept our prayers for a blessed and happy 
Easter and know that we look forward to the 
time when we will be able to visit and share 
Communion with you.  
 
If you live in a private residence, we will be 
happy to visit and bring Holy Communion to 
you there.  In order to protect the health of all 
concerned, please understand that we will expect 
everyone to wear a mask except while receiving 
Holy Communion.  
 
If you, or someone you know, would like to 
receive Easter communion at home or in a 
hospital or other facility, please contact 
Reverend Valerie or Deacon Helen by calling 
the church office (609-654-2963).  
 
You may also contact us by email at the 
following email addresses:  
canonballing@stpetersmedford.org or 
dcnhelen@stpetersmedford.org.    

Easter Communion Visits Body and Soul 



From the Deacon’s Bench 
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By Deacon Helen M. Orlando 
 

 
What makes Easter, Easter? 
 
Some years ago, an article in the San Francisco Chronicle castigated the media frenzy created around a 
California town’s decision to change the name of its Easter Egg Hunt to Spring Egg Hunt. Many people 
took the issue quite seriously: “When you start to destroy the common culture of a nation,” one person 
wrote, “you begin to destroy the nation, little by little.”  
 
Although I take issue with this person’s premise, I can’t ignore the fact that one of the most popular 
songs in the 1942 musical, Holiday Inn, was about an Easter bonnet.  I also can’t ignore the colorful 
baskets, stuffed Easter bunnies, chocolate, jellybeans, and plastic Easter eggs, and blue, yellow and green 
Easter “grass” filling store shelves from January through April.  
 
One time, I actually went to a funeral shortly after Easter day, only to find the entire church decorated 
with Easter baskets! It is obvious that Easter eggs, the Easter bunny, and egg hunts are part of our culture 
– and they are lots of fun.  But they are not Easter. 
 
Those who know me know that I thrive on tradition. Even though the pandemic has changed so much for 
all of us this year, I know that I will once again get up early on Easter day to fill my husband’s Easter 
basket with dyed eggs, a chocolate bunny, and his beloved yellow Peeps. 
 
 I’ll replace the vase of palm branches on our windowsill with an Easter lily and put a purple hyacinth on 
the breakfast table (another of my husband’s favorite things). And I confess that one of the highlights of 
Easter day is watching our granddaughters hunt for Easter eggs in our backyard.  
 
But my Easter celebration will not be about Easter baskets, Easter flowers, or Easter eggs. It will be the 
culmination of a journey during which I will once more share bread and wine with Jesus on the eve of his 
death, not quite understanding why he is calling this meal his body and blood; once more experience the 
servant Jesus kneeling to wash the dirty feet of a disciple (me)?; once again cry at the base of a rough 
wooden cross on which my Lord is dying for me and once more follow Joseph as he places Jesus’ body 
in his own tomb hewn out of rock.   
 
Then, I will come grieving to an empty tomb at dawn and experience the joy and awe of knowing that my 
Lord is risen and promises me – and all of us - a new life with and in him, forever. That’s what makes 
Easter, Easter! 
 
May your Holy Week and Easter be blessed. 
 
Deacon Helen 
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PARISH NEWS 

Parish Register 
BAPTISMS—None 
 
WEDDINGS—None 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 
 
Auderie Moore, February 24, 2021 
 

 

Congregational Book Study: Join the Conversation! 
 
We are inviting all members and interested people to join us for a faith-guided 
conversation about Caste, Isabel Wilkerson’s thought-provoking study about race 
relationships in the United States.   
 
Starting on Wednesday, May 12th through June 23rd at 7 PM (currently via Zoom, 
though we may be able to meet in person in June) we will gather to reflect on the 
challenges and opportunities this book offers us.  We are announcing the book study 
early to give everyone time to read the book.  
 
We do hope you will join us for these important conversations.  
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April Birthdays at St. Peter’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of April. 

Happy Birthday to them all! 

April 1:  Michael Krug 

April 2:  Jack Miller, Katiusca McEntee 

April 3:  Diana Lusk, Katelyn Adler, Kathryn Nicholls, Lucy Hilke 

April 4:  April Foga 

April 5:  Randi Cook  

April 6:  Maurice Marietti, Brett Beyer 

April 8:  Wayne Crawford, Brayden McGinley 

April 9:  Mary Allan, Judy Gasparre 

April 10:  Ashley Stout 

April 11:  Caleb Garofalo  

April 12:  Avery Rubano 

April 13:  Peggy Thacher, Joe Santangelo 

April 14:  Chris Fallon 

April 16:  Jennifer Buzby, Beth Toale, Rubina Canal, Lucille Canal 

April 18:  Renee Clark 

April 19:  Sandy Follman 

April 21:  Bob Waller 

April 22:  Paul Kauffman, Bryce Farino 

April 23:  Barbara Canonico 

April 24:  Maeci Moore 

April 26:  Joseph Kelly, Susan Fanjoy, Craig Higginbotham, Brooke DePietropolo,  

                Devin DePietropolo 

April 30:  Barbara Ball 

 
If you or a member of your family has a birthday in April that is not listed above, please contact the Parish Office. 

Birthday Prayers 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another year.  Grant 
that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life: through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be.  Strengthen him when 
he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall: and in his heart may thy peace which 
passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 
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St. Peter’s Easter Egg Hunt 

SAVE THE 

DATE! 
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 

 

 

 

Bottom Right: The Rite 13 class did Station of the 
Cross in March  
 
Photo Courtesy of Kristine Adler 

Top Left: The other picture is from the Red 
Cross blood drive at St. Peter’s.  
 
Photo Courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Service Schedule 

Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Family Eucharist ....................... 10 a.m. 

 

Weekdays 

Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ................ 10 a.m.  

via Zoom  https://dioceseofnj.zoom.us/j/9194312541 

Morning Prayer (Monday-Friday) .......... 9 a.m. 
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge  

The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 
Brendan Moore, Music Director      Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator        Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation 

Tel: 609-654-2963         Fax: 609-654-0401         http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org  Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 

.. 


