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Good News
 

By Jack & Jane Hobson 
 
'As each one has received a special gift, employ it in 
servicing one another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God.' 1 Peter 4:10 
 
The foundation of our service to God and our fellow 
human beings is in sharing our gifts of time, talent 
and treasure. 
 
Time: In a world as busy as ours, there is always 
something vying for the hours of the day. Being 
generous with our time means carving out some 
time to give back to God some of the precious time 
we were given.  
 
Taking time to spiritually connect to Christ creates a 
greater joy as we go through our day. Another way 
to give back is to volunteer when others need our 
time.  
 
Sharing our time with other likeminded people 
unites us socially and spiritually whether it is 
creating an inviting environment as we maintain and 
beautify our church and grounds or tend to the needs 
of fellow parishioners  
 
Talent: What do you enjoy doing? What are you 
good at doing? By sharing our talents, we not only 
become better at our skills but we benefit others.  
 
By combining our plethora of talents there is no end 
to what we can accomplish in creating a space for 

worship of our loving Father. 

June Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 

 
Tuesday,  June 8   Vestry meeting, 7 p.m. 

Saturday, June 12 Rite 13 Picnic 

Sunday, June 13    Rite 13 Celebration, 10 a.m. 

Sunday, June 20    Baccalaureate Service, 10 a.m. 

 
Book Study on Caste 

7 p.m. Wednesday, June 2nd and 9th via Zoom  

https://dioceseofnj.zoom.us/j/9194312541 

 

PLEASE NOTE—Rev. Valerie will be on vacation 
from June 25-July 16. Contact Deacon Helen for any 
pastoral emergencies.  

What Does it Mean to Live Generously? 

 
Treasure: One of the primary ways people think 
about giving is though finances. The generosity 
we display by tithing is the amazing way we see 
God's faithfulness as an organization.  
 
The financial abundant as well as the generosity 
of the widow's mite are all graciously blessing 
the giver.  
 
As Jesus said on The Sermon on the Mount, 
"Give, and it will be given to you: good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, they will pour into your lap. For 
by your standard of measure it will be measured 
to you in return." Luke 6:38 
 
All your generous gifts are graciously received. 
In sharing our time, talents and treasure we are 
all woven into the fabric of the love of Christ 
that embraces our church and community. 



From the Priest-In-charge 
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The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

 
Good Communication 
 

Technology is a great tool that has transformed our human experience in many ways, both good and bad.  It offers 

us the opportunity to be connected in a variety of ways that can be efficient and, ironically, a bit distancing if we 

don’t actually TALK to each other.  I am mindful of that in our ministry together and want to take this opportunity 

to remind you of how I communicate and how you can comminate with me. This is a good reminder for us all, but it 

was precipitated because my email got hacked on May 23rd or 24th, which caused a lot of upheaval.   

My official email address is canonballing@stpetersmedford.org. That is the email I use for church business. Most 
email phishing scams use a dummy email address – like rectorr120@aol.com.  Always check the email address of 
any email to make sure it is from a trusted source.   

 
I will NEVER ask for a “favor” over email, especially not to purchase gift cards.  If I need something from you 

specifically, I will call or text.  We have resources in our budget (not much, but some!) to help support those in an 

emergency.  And I freely admit that I have been caught up by scammers as well, and the Vestry made sure I did the 

due diligence before any money was given.  I thank you for your willingness to help when needed.  That is a 

blessing to know.   

My cell phone number is 609-760-3159.  Please put that in your Contacts on your cell phone or in your address 

book.  If you have a Pastoral Emergency, that is if you or a family member is in mortal peril or spiritual crisis, you 

can call me at any time – day or night.  I will come to be with you if I am able or pray with you on the phone.  You 

can also text me as I do not check my email much over the weekend.  And remember that you are NOT bothering 

me!  Being your pastor is part of my vocation that I am honored to do – to offer the physical presence of God’s love 

and care is a high privilege.  Please remember that.  

My Sabbath day (i.e., my day off) is Monday.  I do try to unplug that day to do all the stuff I need to, like 

shopping, cleaning, finances, etc. so I am able to offer my best the rest of the week.  However, if there is an 

emergency, I do have my cell phone.  I may not be in town, but I will do what I can for you.  

I am always happy to meet with you as well, even if there isn’t an emergency.  If you want to talk over a hot or 
cold beverage of your choice, or just in my office, I would be thrilled to do that. I am both a resource and a 
sounding board.  But please note I am a pastoral support, not a trained psychologist.  If that is the help I think you 
need, I will refer you.  Healthy relationships start with a good understanding of what we can and cannot do for each 
other.   

In the midst of all the craziness with the email hack, I am thankful that so many of you were willing to help or let 
me know what was happening.  That speaks volumes to me about the ministry we are building together here at St. 
Peter’s.  I pray we can continue to build that trust and love as we (God –willing) move out of the pandemic and into 
what’s next.  The last year and a half have been challenging, and I am so grateful for all we have done to love one 
another and be safe.   

Let’s use technology to our best advantage and remember to be “wise as serpents and innocent as doves.” (Matt 
10:16) We also pray for those who have been taken advantage of by scammers and also for those that do the 
scamming, that they may find a non-criminal way to use their gifts and talents.   

In Christ’s Love,  

Rev. Valerie+ 

mailto:canonballing@stpetersmedford.org
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Church & Home 

By Tiffany Myers 
 

We have one final event of this Sunday School year:  the Celebration of Adulthood for our Rite 13 class during the 
10AM service on June 13th.  This is a meaningful event for these young people (and their parents), as they celebrate 
the person they have been in childhood and look forward to the young adult they are becoming.  We as a 
congregation want to support them in their adolescence – one way is to contribute your Words of Wisdom for them 
now!  There are paper and pens in the narthex, or you may email them to tiffany.myers@stpetersmedford.org.  
Deadline: week of June 1-5.  
 
As our thoughts and the temperatures turn to summer, I hope to offer at least a few events to incorporate faith, 
fellowship, and fun as a parish community  - for children, families, and all ages.  For example, a “Play and Pray” 
evening  with games, a Twilight Labyrinth Walk by flashlight, or a sing-along of VBS-style songs and favorite 
hymns.  These are all ideas still in the planning stages, but stay tuned!  
 
We’ll let you know when we have something planned, and we’d love for you to join us!  I also want to offer families 
some ideas from buildfaith.org – ways to, yes, build faith at home (or on vacation) in summer!  Three links follow: 
 
Fruits of the Spirit  - “I have a challenge for your household, and for mine. For summer, can we choose to work 
on one of the Fruits of the Spirit? Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control (Galatians 5:22-23).  
 
How would it change our family, community and personal life, if as a team we worked together, intentionally and 
mindfully growing in one of these areas?” Find suggestions here: https://buildfaith.org/growing-faith-summer/ 
 
30-Minute Sabbath - “Are there ways that we can intentionally choose to pause and rest, to savor beauty, appreciate 
goodness, and celebrate and enjoy what God has created? Is there a way to synthesize children’s joy in summer’s 
freedom with needed time for quiet reflection and routine?”   
 
Find several summertime activities, for both indoors and out, which are very easy to incorporate into your family 
life, and sound like so much fun that you might  wonder where the spiritual component is! Make sure you end with 
prayer! (One suggested prayer is included.)  https://buildfaith.org/30-minute-summer-sabbath/ 
 
Church In A Box -  A mix of fun activities and prayers to incorporate into a family vacation. Such as: Car bingo, 
questions to ponder and discuss, mealtime & bedtime prayers, finger labyrinth, Flat Jesus to include in summer 
activities and share a picture with the church. (Do this! I’d be thrilled to receive your pics! Email them to 
tiffany.myers@stpetersmedford.org) There are links to a printout for each activity.  https://buildfaith.org/church-to-
go/. 
 
Remember to worship with us at St. Peter’s whenever you can this summer.  It’s part of what makes our community 
strong, and we are so happy to see the faces of children and youth in our pews! 
 
Finally, I am so grateful to our Sunday School teachers! May God bless you all! Everyone, please consider whether 
God is calling you to this ministry. We definitely need teachers for next September-May! 
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    By Edith Green, RN 
 

Well, Pentecost, the birthday of the church, is over. 
What do you think those disciples were thinking? 
There they were sitting in a hidden room because of 
political unrest.  
 
Their leader had been crucified, and then they hear a 
loud wind blowing and tongues of fire and, most 
amazing of all, a lot of different languages that those 
Galileans could speak!!  
 
What would you do if you were one of those men? 
Would you run somewhere else, would you close your 
eyes and pray? Would you believe your eyes? I don’t 
know what I would have done.  
 
I like to think I’d keep my cool and listen to St. Peter. 
And, I’d realize the Holy Spirit had given all of us an 
ability to do things we were never able to do before. 
 
But, given we live in the 21st. century, how could 
what they experienced  have anything to do with us 
today?  
 
What if the unthinkable happened and you were 
suddenly diagnosed with a terminal illness? What if it 
were one of your children or grandchildren?  
 
What if your house caught fire and you lost 
everything? 
 
So many terrible things happen every day to those of 
us who live in today’s world. And how do we deal 
with it? Do we give in and cry and do nothing? Or do 
we take what the Holy spirit gave us in terms of faith, 
knowledge of God’s love, and knowing all will be 
okay in the end? 
 
Life can be tough, but also joyful. Basking in God’s 
love makes it so.  
 
And Finally:  
 
Home is not where you were born. Home is where all 
your attempts to escape cease.   
                                                                                                                                           Omar Taher, writer 

 

 Around the Church Body and Soul 

Thanks to Gail Caputo and her family for redesigning 

and replacing the St. Peter’s sign at the corner of Hart-

ford and Taunton Roads.  The former sign literally fell 

apart in our hands; the wood was completely rotted.  

This sign is made from PVC and reused the metal and 

stone base that was covered up by a huge shrub!  It 

looks  much better and should last many years to come. 

We are also grateful to Patty Sidelsky and her garden-

ing prowess for revamping the Memorial Garden. We 

are delighted to see roses by the columbarium and azal-

eas near the Labyrinth.  All of the efforts to make the 

grounds beautiful for World Labyrinth Day and the 

Bishop’s visit were very much appreciated!   

There is always more weeding to do if you have some 

time.  Medford is very lush this time of year and things 

are growing rapidly! 



From the Deacon’s Bench 
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By Dcn. Helen M. Orlando 
 
Lessons from the Sparrows 
 
When Mike and I moved into our current home, we found that the previous owner had left behind several 
bird feeders, which we promptly filled. Although we didn’t see many birds that year, they arrived the 
second year and have been eating us out of house and home ever since. Goldfinches hungrily perch on 
the Nyjer feeder to search out the best seeds, red cardinals visit daily, blue jays occasionally drop by, and 
large black crows regularly chase the other birds away. The bird we see most often is the sparrow. Every 
morning and evening, flocks of sparrows hop from the trees to the bushes to the birdfeeder, crowding its 
perches as they share breakfast or supper. 
 
Apparently, sparrows were plentiful in the time of Jesus, also – so plentiful that they were sold cheaply as 
food for the poor; so plentiful that one could not tell one sparrow from another and wouldn’t bother to 
try. But Jesus tells us: “Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten in 
God’s sight. But even the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not be afraid; you are of more value than 
many sparrows.” (Luke 12:6-7, NRSV) I can’t tell one sparrow from another, but each time they come to 
our birdfeeder, they remind me that God knows each one of us intimately and loves and values each one 
of us for exactly who we are.  
 
Although I delight in watching “my” sparrows hop about, the birdfeeder frequently hangs empty because 
I can’t be bothered to walk outdoors on a rainy day to refill it. Occasionally I will grudgingly run 
outdoors and dodge between the raindrops, considering it a minor sacrifice. At those times, the sparrows 
remind me that we can turn to God on both good days and bad, trusting that God will recognize and 
provide for our deepest needs in a way that “my” sparrows will never be able to trust in me. And I 
remember with thanksgiving the sacrifice God made out of love for us in “[giving] his only Son so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” (John 3:16b)     
   
The humble sparrow is everywhere, in such great numbers that it is easily ignored. Next time you see a 
sparrow, please don’t ignore it. Instead, let it be a reminder that God knows you, values you, and loves 
you more than you can imagine and that God, who is Infinite Love, has already made the supreme 
sacrifice so that we may live with and in that Love for eternity.  
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PARISH NEWS 

Parish Register 
BAPTISMS 
 
Jack James Pappler, son of Jesse and Stacey Pappler, May 2 

Olanike Akande Steen, May 16 

Dominic Dante Juliano, son of Frank and Alyssa Juliano, May 23 

WEDDINGS 

None 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 
 
Committal for Doris Heintz—Harleigh Cemetery, May 15 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES 
2021 

 
College Graduates 
 
Mekayla Montgomery graduated, suma cum laude, Hobart & William Smith College, Bachelor of Science in 
Psychology, Bachelor of Arts in Education. 
 
Mekenzie Montgomery graduated, magna cum laude, The University of Richmond, Bachelor of Arts in 
Leadership Studies, major in Psychology. 
 
Andrew Chiaradonna, LaSalle University, Bachelor of Science, Major in Accounting. 
 
Stephanie Megan Jones, Towson University, Masters Degree in Science and Special Education. 
 
Nathanael Katt, Rutgers University 
 
Alexandria Nunn, Widener University, Masters Degree in Social Work. 
 
 
High School Graduates 
 
Jillian Anderson, Dylan Hansen, Daniel LaRue, Jack Miller, Mekelsey Montgomery, Maeci Moore, Richard 
Maxwell Murphy, Anthony Rubano, Michael Scarpulla, Jacob Trinity.  
 
Eighth Grade Graduates 
 
Caroline Adler, Joseph Albert, Kiara Higginbotham, Catherine Krug, Jannica 
Natalini, Evan Scarpulla, Sage Worsdell. 
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Words of Wisdom 
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Thank You 
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Left: Bishop Stokes and 
Reverend Valerie 
with the newly confirmed 
youth and the newly baptized 
Nicky Steed. Congratulations, 
all!  

Bottom Right: Congratulations 
to our newly confirmed youth!  
Keira Rodden, Tessa Harty, 
Darren Wu, CJ Gosewisch, 
Evan Lure, Charlotte LaRue, 
Alex Rubano, Nick Brown, and 
Banks Arole, with their teacher, 
Kelly Wu 

Photos Courtesy of: Tiffany Myers. 
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Pentecost at St. Peter’s 

Collage: Celebrating Pentecost 

Collage & Photos Courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 
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World Labyrinth Day 

Collage: May 1 World Labyrinth Day  

Collage & Photos Courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Service Schedule 

Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Family Eucharist ....................... 10 a.m. 

 

Weekdays 

Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ................ 10 a.m.  

 

 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Permit #81 

Vincentown, NJ 

Contains Dated Material  

June 2021 

What it Means to Live Generously?....1 

From the Priest-In-Charge.................2 

Church & Home ...…..…………..........3 

Body & Soul………......……....…..…..4 

From the Deacon’s Bench.…………..5 

Parish News……………..…….……….6 

Words of Wisdom...….….…………….7 

Thank You………….…...……………../8 

Photo Album……...………………..….9 

Pentecost at St. Peter’s….…………..10 

World Labyrinth Day…...…………...11 

 

One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge  

The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 

Brendan Moore, Music Director      Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator     Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation 

Tel: 609-654-2963         Fax: 609-654-0401         http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org  Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 

 .. 


