
July/August 2021 

Good News
 

By Bob Cullen 
 

Summer is officially here.  I know that I will enjoy this 
summer, like I do every summer, with family, basking in 
the sun and drinking up the water, with a familiar ebb 
and flow.  I also know that come Labor Day, school will 
start-up and things will change, again as the season 
changes from summer to fall.  It is something that I look 
forward to as it gets me out of a rut.   
 
This reminds me of a seed that Rev. Valerie has been 
mentioning these past few weeks in her sermons.  What 
you did not hear, the rest of the story, was that the seed 
had a past in a prior harvest.  It was cared for over the 
winter so that it could be planted in the spring.  The 
planting was tended to until the harvest.  It was at the 
harvest that we find out what that seed grew into.  This 
cycle repeats itself, just as I expect to hear this metaphor 
in a future sermon. 
 
St. Peter’s has its own ebb and flow as well as seasons. 
Our first services in 1868 were held in someone’s home.  
In 1874, they were moved to a hall when we became a 
mission parish.  Two years later, in 1876, we built a 
church in town.  To put this in perspective, this was all 
done during the Reconstruction era that followed the end 
of the Civil War in 1865.   Think of the sense of 
accomplishment the congregation had moving into their 
own church. 
 
It took 81 more years for St. Peter’s to move to our 
current location.  My assumption is that things were 
getting cramped.  There must have been kids.  So, in 
1957 they built a new church (now our chapel).  That 
was followed by Williams Hall in 1958 and the first part 
of the Sunday school wing in 1959, that also included an 
apartment for the rector.  The rectory followed in 1962, 
presumably to the delight of the Father Herb Probst.   
 
The Rev. Canon Jim Moore came to St. Peter’s in 1967.  
The remainder of the Sunday school wing was completed 
in 1977.  Again, like a family who expands on their 
existing home, the congregation must have felt good 
about their accomplishments. 

July/August Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 

July 11…..St. Paul’s Breakfast Program, 7:30 am 
July 19…..St. Peter’s Fin in the Spirit , 7:30-9:00 pm 
Aug 8 …...St. Paul’s Breakfast Program, 7:30 am 
Aug 10…..Vestry Meeting, 7:00 pm 
 

From the Vestry 

It was another 17 years before we built our current 
church in 1994.  Take a moment and picture any 
weekend service taking place in the chapel (as 
opposed to the church).  Now join me, if you will, 
with a sincere “Thank You” to those who made that 
possible. We have been using our church for the past 
27 years.  Father Don took over in 2002, followed by 
Rev. Valerie in 2019.   
 
One stained glass panel (over the choir) remains to 
be completed.  Hopefully, this will be installed in 
2024 as a part of a celebration of our 150th 
anniversary, as we continue the ebb and flow of 
church life. Supporting the breakfast program at St. 
Paul, Camden, bringing in items for Christian Caring 
Center or other outreach programs are some of the 
obvious opportunities that exist at St. Peter’s to show 
how we love our neighbors as ourselves.  
 
Not-so-obvious opportunities exist, like serving on 
the Vestry. I know when I was asked by a friend join 
the Vestry, it was a simple thing to do.  Yes, 
uncomfortable at first, but I was happy then to do it 
and I still am today.  In sum, it has been a good 
growth experience for me. So, while you are 
watering yourself this summer, think about that seed 
that is inside of you.   
 
When I see you again in church, how do you imagine 
that seed will have grown?  Think of this as a 
reminder that, if you want to, you have the 
opportunity at St. Peter’s to make a change for good, 
help others along the way and be a part of God’s 
mission in Medford.  This opportunity presents itself 
every day like the rising of the sun. 



From the Priest-In-charge 
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By Rev. Valerie Balling 

Summer Reading List 
 
While we cannot claim that everything is back to “normal,” I do hope you are able to enjoy some more 
activities and adventures over the summer months than you were able to last year.  It has been a challenging 
year for all, especially parent, teachers, kids and all essential workers.  We all need time to decompress 
away from our computer screens (put down those phones, too!) and reconnect with each other and nature.  
 
It’s still helpful to have some mental simulation in the midst of relaxing, which is why many schools offer a 
summer reading list to their students, so I though it might be interesting to offer a short summer reading list 
to you. Rather than suggest a bunch of books for you to read, I offer you just 2 chapters from the Gospels to 
focus on this summer: Mark 6 and John 6. 
 
Most of the Sunday Gospel readings in July and August will come from these 2 chapters.  Since they are 
broken up over the weeks, I invite you to read them in one sitting to get the flow of them as a unit rather 
than in piecemeal.  You will notice that both Gospels tell the story of the feeding of the 5,000 and Jesus 
walking on water – although we will only hear John’s version of that story in church.  You might take a 
couple of minutes to look at the different versions and notice the various details they have.  
 
The 6th chapter of John offers the image of Jesus as the “bread of life” many times. [Fun fact: Bethlehem in 
Hebrew means “House of Bread”!] The chapter starts with feeding of the 5,000, which prefigures the 
Eucharist in the narrative of taking the bread, blessing it, breaking it, and giving it to all who hunger.  When 
we celebrate the Eucharist, we offer those same actions to share in the sacred feast and remember that we 
are reliant on Jesus and each other to be properly fed and nourished.  
 
Another fun summer activity might be to make bread or even try bread from a different culture, like naan 
(India) or injera (Ethiopian). As a staple in every culture, bread offers a foundation of our meals and 
comfort to our palates.  I have been on low-carb diets and the thing I missed the most is bread! 
 
If someone is interested in making fresh communion bread, that might make the summer months and 
readings come alive for all of us.  Let me know if you are interested.  Here is a link to a recipe https://
anglicancompass.com/baking-the-body-how-to-make-homemade-communion-bread-for-your-church/.   
 
We usually use unleaven bread for communion for the connection to the Passover meal, which recalls that 
the Israelites were in such a hurry to leave Egypt, they did not have time to wait for the bread to rise.   
Wherever the summer takes you – in reality or in books – I hope you have an enjoyable time and feel 
refreshed when you return.   
 
 
In Christ,  
 
 
Rev. Valerie+ 

https://anglicancompass.com/baking-the-body-how-to-make-homemade-communion-bread-for-your-church/
https://anglicancompass.com/baking-the-body-how-to-make-homemade-communion-bread-for-your-church/
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Church & Home 

By Tiffany Myers 
Rite 13 Graduates  
Thank you to the parish for supporting our youth of Rite 13 – actually, they are now officially J2A – with your 
contributions of Words of Wisdom and your prayers.  The class and their families had a lovely picnic dinner 
outside, with clergy and vestry guests, before the equally lovely liturgy to celebrate these youth’s beginning 
Journey To Adulthood on Sunday morning.  Congratulations to Sage Worsdell, Evan Scarpulla, Avery Rubano, 
Catie Krug, Ethan Hansen, Rob Cullen, Lara Arole, and Caroline Adler.   
 
Wanted: Sunday School Teachers  
We need Sunday School teachers for our 2021-22 year, which begins in September! We’ll be moving back to a 
weekly in-person model.  We need teachers for Elementary (1st-5th grades), and Rite 13 (6th-7th  grades, two-year 
program).  Thank you to the teachers who have agreed to continue in this important ministry: Tina Rubano, 
Melissa Garofalo, Mike Krug, Beckie McCammitt, and Kristine Adler.  
   
After many years in this ministry, Kelly Wu, Barbara LaRue and Alexis Gosewisch are stepping away from it.  
They can attest to the rewards of teaching, however, as they did it for a long time!  Let us thank them for 
teaching our children and youth about our faith and God’s love! Now it may be your turn!  Please prayerfully 
consider whether God is calling you to teach our children about God’s love.  In addition to praying about it, 
you may contact me with any questions: tiffany.myers@stpetersmedford.org/609.706.3693.  
 
Sunday School Registration 2021-22 
Parents – Make sure to register your child for Sunday School. You’ve got time – it doesn’t start up again until 
September – but it also helps us to plan when we know how many children to plan for.  We welcome feedback, 
too.  There are registration forms on the long table in the narthex, and a box to place registration forms – and 
comments – in.  Our website’s Learning & Prayer page has a link to the forms if you prefer to do it that way. 

Finally, I’ll include a link to the form here:  https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1dxMuW9SzwVMABzl1SA3zjZZL4Lc0LoxmEY9V8R9IhRc/edit. (Make sure to make a copy before filling it out 
online so that your information does not get erased when a new person fills it out.) You may use this form if 
you would like to register your child for nursery or Children’s Chapel (during the first half of the 10AM 
service), too.  If there is interest, we will do it!  
 
Fun In The Spirit 
End your day with Fun In The Spirit on Monday, July 19! From 7:30-9:00PM in St. Peter’s back yard, we will 
roast marshmallows for s’mores, sing a few “campfire hymns”, do finger labyrinth activities, walk the labyrinth 
as the sun goes down  - bring a flashlight! - and enjoy the peace of a summertime evening together. We’ll end 
with Compline written for children.  All ages are welcome.  Our rain date is Thursday, July 22.   Mark your 
calendars! 
 
Year In Pictures 
Check out our 2020-21 Year in Pictures on the bulletin board opposite the nursery. 
 
Thank you, Eagle Scout Alex! 
For giving our large Sunday School storage closet a makeover!  
 
Summer Thanksgiving 
The Lord is my shepherd;  I have everything I need. He lets me rest in fields of green grass and leads me to 
quiet pools of fresh water. He gives me new strength. (Psalm 23) 

mailto:tiffany.myers@stpetersmedford.org/609.706.3693
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dxMuW9SzwVMABzl1SA3zjZZL4Lc0LoxmEY9V8R9IhRc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dxMuW9SzwVMABzl1SA3zjZZL4Lc0LoxmEY9V8R9IhRc/edit
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    By Edith Green, RN 

Hard for me to believe that when I was a kid, we 
had no TV. That’s right, no TV, no electronic 
devices not even ball point pens. Folks then relied 
on the radio and newspapers to get the news. 
Every house had a newspaper delivered every 
day, sometime two newspapers. One in the 
morning, one in the evening.  

In East Camden where I lived at that time, trucks 
came by once in a while to collect all the old 
newspapers. And there were many. The company 
that owned the big trucks also allowed kids to 
collect all the papers into one place and would 
pay them for doing it. That was the idea my 
girlfriend and I had to make some money. My 
first ‘job.’ 

We worked hard going around the apartment 
complex where we lived. We collected 
everyone’s newspapers and carried them back to 
our space. I don’t remember how long it took us, 
but I know it seemed like forever. And then the 
day finally came. We had enough papers. We 
could now call the big truck to come and get all 
our newspapers, and we would get our money.  

I still remember that day. The big truck came and 
loaded all the papers. But the best part was the 
truck people allowed my friend and I to ride in 
the back along with all the papers. This was an 
open truck with slats keeping the papers in place. 
No safely nets used, just a plain old farm truck. In 
today’s world, two little girls would never be 
allowed to ride in the back of an open truck down 
a highway or on any road. But for me, it became a 
fond memory!! 

We got to the destination and watched them 
weigh the papers. How much money we made 
depended on how much they weighed. So much a 
pound. Finally, the weighing was done and they 
gave us our money. We made a really big (at that 
time) $2.00, $1.00 for each of us. We both smiled 
as we walked home.  

And finally:  If you always do what interests you, 
at least one person is pleased.   

  Katherine Hepburn 

 

Dates to Remember Body and Soul 



From the Deacon’s Bench 
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By Dcn. Helen M. Orlando 
 
 

Important News from the Diocese of Haiti and Redemption School 
 
As you will see in the following emails, the 2020-2021 year has been – and will be – a year of great 
change for both the Diocese of Haiti and Redemption School, I encourage you to read all of the emails in 
order to better understand the many difficulties now faced both by the people of Haiti and by the Diocese 
of Haiti and its churches.  
 
Of special note to us and our relationship with Redemption School are the following: Father Joseph 
Tancrel Diegue, current head of Redemption School, and Father Kesner Ajax, Haitian co-coordinator of 
the Diocese of Haiti’s partnership program, are retiring on July 1. Father Jean Fils Chery (“Pere Jean 
Fils” in these emails) the previous head of Redemption School, will become priest-in-charge of St. 
Jacques le Juste in Petion-Ville, a suburb of Port-au-Prince.  
 
St. Peter’s International Outreach Team will soon be meeting to decide how (or if) these changes will 
affect our partnership with Redemption School. (Note: For reasons of space, the original emails have 
been heavily edited.) -  Deacon Helen 
 
June 3, 2021 - (From Father Kesner Ajax, Haiti Partnership Program co-coordinator)   
 
Dear Friends and Partners, 
  
I don't know how many times I try to write a note to our friends and partners in the United States to greet 
them, thank them, inform them of our security, health and living conditions, and also to hear from them, 
how they are struggling with the pandemic and insecurity around the world.  
 
The unfortunate events follow one another so quickly in Haiti, they don't give me time to share them with 
our friends and supporters.  The moment has finally arrived for me and my colleague Dr. Serena Beeks to 
express to all of you, on behalf of the Diocese of Haiti and the coordination of the partnership program, 
our sincere gratitude. 
  
For the pandemic during one year, from the beginning to the end in Haiti the mortality rate was 
decreasing. Now for the last 3 weeks the number of cases is increasing daily. The Episcopal University of 
Haiti yesterday lost its vice rector to Covid. Insecurity is in full swing. Several diocesan gatherings could 
not be held because of the displacement from one department to another which is not easy.  
 
Father Diegue is retiring from his dual roles of Priest-in-Charge of the Church of Saint Basil the Great 
and head of Redemption School…In Haiti this week all our schools are closing in 2 weeks, and they are 
working under pressure because of the political and health insecurity. But I'm sure, although starting late, 
but lucky the schools had the chance to complete their program  
  
We continue to pray for you, we are very aware of all your efforts to continue to support us. Your prayers 
are very necessary at this time for Haiti.  
 
My sincere greetings, Kesner Ajax, Retired priest diocese of Haiti 



6 

From the Deacon’s Bench, cont. 

Cont. from previous page. 

 

June 11, 2021 (From Father Diegue, Head of Redemption School) 

 

Hello and good evening to my partner friends of Saint Basile Le Grand and Saint Bayonnais: Sandy 
Muspratt of Grace Church (Amherst), Rev. Deacon Orlando, Dr. James Smith,  I greet you as a Christian 
and regret to bring you news that may not be encouraging for you.  My retirement is imminent and fixed for 
the next July 1st.  With my age plus growing insecurity, not to mention the corona raging in Haiti, I am 
forced to end my active ministry.  It has been a pleasure for me to work with you.  You have helped me a lot 
for 6 years Many thanks. 

 

June 18, 2021 (From Deacon Helen to Father Kesner Ajax) 

 

Dear Father Ajax, 

Thank you so much for this update. I have been doing my best to follow the news about what is happening 
in Haiti, so certainly understand why you have been unable to send out as many communiques as you would 
like. We at St. Peter’s, Medford, NJ are keeping the Diocese and Country of Haiti in our prayers. 

Faithfully, Deacon Helen Orlando 

 

June 19, 2021 (From Deacon Helen (with Sue Legnani) to Father Diegue. 

 

Dear Father Diegue, 

I am sorry to hear that circumstances are forcing you to end your active ministry and know that many will 
miss you as a respected priest, guide, and friend. Sue and I have been keeping up with news about the 
increasing political unrest in Haiti as well as the serious increase in Covid illness and death, so have been 
concerned for your and Carol’s safety, as well as that of the congregation of Saint Basile le Grand and the 
students and staff of Institut La Redemption. Is there any way that your family would be able to bring you to 
the United States if you desired to come?  

 

Thank you again for caring for me and Sue when we visited you in Haiti and thank you to both you and 
Carole for your wonderful hospitality. Both Sue and I send our prayers for your health and safety now and 
during your retirement. St. Peter’s will remember you and Carole in our Prayers of the People on during the 
weekend before your retirement.   

 

In Christ, Deacon Helen Orlando with Sue Legnani 
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From the Deacon’s Bench, cont. 

Cont. from previous page. 

 

 

June 19, 2021 (From Father Kesner Ajax) 

 

Brothers, sisters, friends and supporters of the Episcopal Church of Haiti, 
  
On behalf of the partnership program, my collaborator Dr. Serena Beeks and the Episcopal Church of Haiti, 
the coordination greets you and expresses its deepest gratitude for all the benefits towards our church from 
its existence to date. 
 
Last year Haiti was spared a little from the pandemic, this year it makes us cry bitterly. The University of 
Haiti lost four professors/teachers to Covid and other health issues. The Roman Church in Haiti is not 
spared, already a bishop and 2 priests have left, several state officials have also passed away, not to mention 
people of all kinds who are hospitalized.  
 
The Haitian schools are closed, except for the 2 exam classes, the 9th year fundamental and the final class, 
which in Haiti is called the philo. The official exams are scheduled for next July. 
  
This year [several] priests in the diocese of Haiti have retired, [including] Rev. Kesner Ajax and Rev. 
Tancrel Diegue, whose successor is not yet known…Father Jean Fils Chery will become priest-in-charge of 
the parish of St. Jacques le Juste. … 
  
The Episcopal Church of Haiti has found an unprecedented opportunity to own its own radio station. The 
Episcopal Church of Haiti is the only church in Haiti that does not have a radio station not only to 
evangelize but also as a financial source. But the means are lacking.  
 
The diocese of Haiti needs your advice and your help to realize its golden dream, especially in these difficult 
times. Our interested friends can contact us for the necessary follow-up. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my long note, the Diocese of Haiti continues to pray for you, do not 
leave us without prayer either, as it is constantly looking for a pastor [Bishop] who so far cannot arrive. This 
is the cry of the Haitian Episcopalians. I am sure that the Pastor of pastors has a plan. 
  
Summer begins tomorrow, have a restful and fun summer, Kesner Ajax, Partnership program Coordinator 
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PARISH NEWS 

 

Parish Register 
BAPTISMS 
None 
 
WEDDINGS 
None 
 
MEMORIAL SERVICES 
Raymond Vickers, June 3, 2021 
Kathryn Nicholls, June 6, 2021 
Vera Cutry, June 17, 2021 

Join Us for Walking in the Spirit 
 
As we spent much of our time isolated at home over the past sixteen months, being outside in the natural 
world that God provides us has been a reliable escape, comfort, and joy. Thankfully, we can continue this 
practice of walking in our area parks, and now enjoy fellowship with others safely as health restrictions are 
lifted. With this recent history in mind, it seems a great time to introduce a special series of short fellowship 
excursions that we are calling Walking in the Spirit. Come spend an hour with other members of the St. 
Peter’s parish family at 9:30 AM on the third Saturday of each month starting in July and continuing through 
October. We have selected four different walks in the area that are beautiful, not too difficult (average length 
will be two miles and relatively flat), and great for ALL AGES. We will gather at the designated park 
entrance at the following dates and locations: 
 
July 17, 2021, Smithville Park, Easthampton.  9:30AM. The highlight is the walk across the floating path.  
We will gather at the Smith Woods Parking Lot at 39 E. Railroad Ave, Eastampton.  Read more: https://
southjerseytrails.org/2013/03/16/historic-smithville-park-trails-eastampton-nj/ 
 
August 21, 2021, Eagles Walk, Vincentown. 9:30 AM. A wooded walk that runs partly along a creek. We 
will gather at the trailhead in the parking lot, which is just a bit up the road from Trinity Church. Read more: 
https://southjerseytrails.org/2014/04/23/eagleswalk/). 
 
September 18, 2021, Blueberry Hill Trail, Gibbsboro.  9:30 AM. Was #1 on a list of 10 Most Popular South 
Jersey Hikes. Includes a good view of Philadelphia. Park and meet at the cul-de-sac at Berlin Rd & Eastwick 
Dr (right off Rt 561 – Haddonfield- Berlin Rd)  Read more: Blueberry Hill Trail 
 
October 16, 2021, Boundary Creek Natural Resource Area, Moorestown.  9:30 AM. Figure-eight trail with 
benches along the way, woods, an open field, and bird blinds over wetlands by Rancocas Creek.  Meet by the 
pavilion, which you can see from the parking lot at 601 Creek Road. Read more: Boundary Creek 
 
We hope these walks will be opportunities to nurture both the body and spirit. We will begin each one with a 
prayer or reflection, and you can choose to walk on your own and enjoy the natural beauty around you or 
grab a friend for more fellowship and conversation. At the end we will gather again for final thoughts and 
blessings.  Finally, we have created a SurveyMonkey form here for you to use to sign up for the various 
walks. We will use this list mainly if we encounter bad weather and need to contact folks to reschedule a date. 
It will also give us an idea of how many are coming along. And if you need a ride, no worries! Please contact 
Sara Cureton (srcureton@verizon.net) or Tiffany Myers  
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Left:  Rite 13 Celebration Dinner on June 12.  
 
Bottom Right: group shot after the Celebration of Adulthood service.   
 
Photos Courtesy of: Jane Hobson and Kristine Adler 



10 

Rite 13 Celebration of Adulthood  

 

Collage: Our Rite 13 Celebration of Adulthood on June 13.   
 
Photos & Collage Courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 
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Walking in the Spirit 

 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Service Schedule 

Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m. 

 Family Eucharist ....................... 10:15 a.m. 

Weekdays 

Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ................ 10 a.m.  

Morning Prayer (Monday-Friday) .......... 9 a.m. 
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

Priest-In-Charge Valerie Balling 

The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 

Brendan Moore, Music Director      Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator        Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation 

Tel: 609-654-2963         Fax: 609-654-0401         http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org  Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 
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