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Good News
 

 
By Andrew LaRue 

 
During the past two years we have had so much to 
endure. The Covid-19 pandemic has changed how 
we lived our daily lives. It has effected almost every 
aspect of our lives including work, school, family 
life, friends, and church.   
 
Saint Peter’s was greatly impacted by the pandemic 
with interruptions of services, pausing some minis-
tries, canceling fundraisers, and facing a financial 
strain.  
 
Fortunately, Saint Peter’s was eligible for grants 
from the Payroll Protection Program (PPP) for 2020 
and 2021 which allowed us to retain our staff whom 
we rely on to keep things moving.   
 
We do not however anticipate any more grants 
which makes the Stewardship campaign for 2022 
extremely important for our future. 
 
Saint Peter’s is slowly but surely getting back to 
normal. It has been a long road and we have more to 
go.  During these troubling times we need to rely on 
our faith to guide us more than ever.  
 
With 2022 approaching it is with the upmost im-
portance that we come together and share our time, 
talent and treasure to make the foundation of Saint 
Peter’s solid and strong again.   

October Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 

 
Saturday, Oct 2nd-5 pm Pet Blessing during Service 

Sunday, Oct 10th –7 am St. Paul’s Breakfast Program 

Monday, Oct 11th – OFFICE CLOSED 

Tuesday, Oct 12th –7 :30 pm Vestry Meeting 

Saturday, Oct 16th – 9:30 AM Walk in the Spirit at 

Boundary Creek Moorestown, NJ 

Sunday, Oct 24th –1 pm Special Convocation Mtg. Zoom 

Thursday, Oct 28th –7 pm Convocation Mtg. via Zoom 

 

Weekly:  10 AM Wednesday Healing Service in Chapel 

                                            11 AM Wednesday Bible Study in Library 

Stewardship Drive 

 

Having Saint Peter’s in good order by increasing 
our attendance, maintaining our facilities and 

improving our finances we will bring out the 
best in our parish.   

In a couple of weeks, you will receive a Pledge 
Certificate in the mail to complete in time for 

our Commitment Weekend October 23rd and 
October 24th.  

By having a successful stewardship campaign, 
we are creating more opportunities for our parish 

to grow and continue to be our stable rock.  

 



From the Priest-In-charge 
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The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

We Will, With God’s Help 

One of the gifts we have in our Episcopal tradition is our Baptismal Covenant (BCP p. 304-305).  We are 

reminded of the foundations of our faith and how to live into those ideals of prayer, relationship and 

service.  We commit ourselves to this work by answering, “I will, with God’s help.” This is a personal 

profession of faith with action—but most of all recognizing we can accomplish nothing without relying on 

and seeking God’s help in all things.  

As a Church community, we must always keep our focus on what Jesus called us to—loving our neighbor 

as ourselves.  As such, we live into the ideal of being an organization whose primary purpose is NOT the 

benefit of our members but sharing God’s love with all.  We do that by being formed as disciples of Jesus 

Christ and sharing what we learn with others.  

It may seem intimidating to share our faith with others, thinking that it is up to us to convince them of our 

point of view.  Fortunately, that is not what we are doing, which is hopefully a relief.  Our job is to love, 

especially when it is difficult, even sacrificial. We need God’s help to see beyond the false duality of our 

way or the “wrong way.”  Too many Christian denominations think that way.  It is more important that we 

offer our lives in faith and love—not judgement—seeking God’s will and way, and allow God to be God. 

While the Baptismal Covenant vows are made as individuals, we actually engage with them as a 

community.  We support each other in our personal commitment and look to each other for support when 

we are not sure what to do.  And we remind each other—as often as needed—to turn to God for help. 

This October we have four baptisms during the first three weeks at the 10:15 am service.  We are delighted 

to welcome new members into the Body of Christ, sharing in Christ’s priesthood and knowledge that we are 

loved beyond anything we can imagine. I hope as a congregation, we can recommit ourselves to these 

foundational tenets, feeling invigorated by the Spirit’s power and presence.  

We will also be focusing on our relationship with creation during October. (I choose to observe “Creation 

Season” in October rather than September.)  The liturgy will include intentional references to our 

relationship with Creation and our responsibility as good stewards of all that God have given humans 

dominion over.  

There was a Resolution offer at the 2018 General Convention that suggested an additional vow in the 

Baptismal Covenant: 

“Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect and restore the beauty and integrity of all 

creation?    People: I will, with God’s help.” 

The Resolution was not adopted by General Convention, mostly due to wanting to consolidate all changes 

to the Prayer Book in an omnibus Prayer Book Revision (a nine-year process), but we see that the intention 

and desire to include creation care as part of our fundamental ideals is prevalent and an important part of 

our being in right relationship with all, including “this fragile earth, our island home.” (BCP p. 370).  

The Vestry and I are working on concrete ways to engage in this work.  For now, we ask you to pray for us 

and each other, knowing that when we go to God for help, we will receive it.  

In Christ,  

Rev. Valerie+ 
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Church & Home 

By Tiffany Myers 
 

This fall, we are trying out a multi-age classroom for our PreK-5th graders.  We are meeting every week 
this year.  We have a small number of kids attending right now, and we are grateful for each of them.  
Combining them allows different ages to learn from one another, and we hope to create a cohesive 
community that experiences God’s love together.  Our class has room to grow, and we would be happy to 
add more children to the mix. 
 
In addition to a variety of ages, we are exploring a variety of topics. We began the year with the Lord’s 
Prayer, which we will say each week.  We are learning about some of the important people and stories  of 
God’s love from the Old Testament.  We are talking about God’s gift of Creation and how we can care for 
it.  (We’re inviting the children to bring wish list items for an animal shelter, for St. Francis Day, for 
example.)   
 
We’ll end the month of October with Halloween, making a St. Peter pumpkin to help us learn about this 
saint for whom our church is named.  In November, we’ll explore some other types of prayer. 
 
Our Rite 13 class is also small and is open to more 6th-7th graders joining!  They are meeting every other 
week: 9/12, 9/26, 10/10, 10/24.  As a reminder, our Sunday School classes meet from 9-10AM on Sunday 
mornings.  Your children are always welcome in church with you, too!   
 
May God bless our teachers, who bless us with their ministry of sharing God’s love with our children and 
youth. PreK-5th is taught by Tina Rubano & Tiffany Myers, Rite 13 is led by Mike Krug and Melissa 
Garofalo, and J2A is led by Kristine Adler and Beckie McCammitt. Thank you, Tina, Mike, Melissa, and 
Beckie! 
 
May God bless our children and families, too.  Our St. Peter’s kids are a blessing to us. 
Prayer for the Sunday School year: 
 
Dear God,  
This church is a family.  
 
Help us to learn together, 
 
to worship together,  
 
to share together, 
 
to pray together,  
 
to come together,  
 
and to reach out to everyone with your love.  
 
Amen! 
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    By Edith Green, RN 
 

When I was a kid, I had three sets of clothes. My best 
clothes were saved for church, birthday parties and 
other special occasions. The next group of clothing 
was for school. Jeans were not worn then by either 
sex. And the last group was for play. When my school 
clothes became old, they moved to being play clothes. 
This worked for my mother and for me. I never gave it 
a thought.  
 
I tried that system with my own children, didn’t work. 
No matter how much I tried, I could not get the kids to 
change their clothes after school. It wasn’t long before 
I gave up trying. They still had ‘special’ clothes, 
though.  
 
Through the years, I’ve seen so many changes in 
clothing attire and that applies to everyone. Remember 
when you went to the airport to take a plane 
somewhere? And you ‘dressed’ up? Today you go to 
the airport in clothes that are comfortable, no matter 
what they look like. Remember when you went to 
dinner at a restaurant and you ‘dressed’ up? Today, 
jeans, shorts and tees are acceptable. And it makes life 
so much easier. So many changes. 
 
As I was growing up, no women wore pants, even 
with matching jackets. Although some women did and 
they were noticed. Other people spoke about it. I think 
Katherine Hepburn was one of those women. She, 
being famous, got away with it, nobody cared. She 
was admired. Today, most women wear pants or jeans 
at some point in their lives. And nobody notices or 
cares. How times have changed.  
 
For some people, these changes are fine, they adapt. 
For others, not so easy for them.  Like my roommate’s 
husband. He lamented to me how people dress when 
they go out for dinner making sure to tell me how he 
and his wife get all dressed up when they head out to a 
restaurant.  
 
The only thing sure in our lives, besides knowing you 
won’t get out of it alive, is change. Neighborhoods 
change, businesses come and go, loved ones are lost, 
illnesses crop up. A lot of changes to deal with. But, 
with our faith and knowing that God is with us, we 
can adapt. We have to. That’s what God intended.  

Thank you to all who were able to participate in the 

Annual Meeting.  We do apologize to those unable to 

participate because it was held remotely again this year.  

We do pray that it will be safe to meet in person at our 

next Parish meeting, January 30, 2022.  

Warden: one – two-year term 
Junior Warden – OPEN 

Vestry members: three – three-year terms 

1. Steve Miller - Fundraising 

2. Barbara Kelly – Parish Life 

3. At Large – OPEN 

Vestry member: one – two year term  

Gail Caputo - Grounds (appointed in 2020) 

Vestry member: one –one-year term 
Stewardship – OPEN 

Delegates to Burlington Convocation 

1. Ben Jones 

2. Betty Jones 

3. Jack Hobson 

4. Beth Toale 

5. OPEN 

6. OPEN 

Delegates to SPECIAL Burlington Convocation Mtg 

1. Jack Hobson 

2. Mike Orlando 

3. Beth Toale 

4. Tiffany Myers 

5. Sheila Miller 

6. OPEN   

Deputies to Diocesan Convention: (three Deputies and 

three alternates)  

1. Ben Jones 

2. Jack Hobson 

3. Betty Jones 

Alternates 

4. Mike Orlando 

5. OPEN 

6. OPEN 

Endowment Board – two – three-year terms; two – two-

year terms; one- one-year term 

Jack Hobson  

Jenn Busby 

Danielle Colaianni 

Sara Cureton 

OPEN 

Election Results  Body and Soul 



From the Deacon’s Bench 
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By Dcn. Helen M. Orlando 
 

A Reflection on the Prayers of the People 
 
Every Monday morning, I begin preparing the draft version of the Prayers of the People for the coming 
Saturday and Sunday services. Every Friday morning, I make necessary changes or additions to the 
Prayers of the People and send the final form to Lisa for printing in the worship bulletins. The text from 
which I work is written by a priest who lives in Northern England, so I often spend time between Monday 
and Friday working out the best way to translate words and concepts from British English to American 
English or rewriting or adding biddings to the original text in order to conform with the requirements of 
the Episcopal Church. As one who is ordained specifically to “serve all people, particularly the poor, the 
weak, the sick and the lonely” and to “interpret to the Church the needs, concerns and hopes of the 
world,” crafting these prayers is very meaningful to me. Doing this work keeps the needs, concerns and 
hopes expressed in the Prayers of the People at the front of my mind. However, as I work, I remember 
always that the Prayers of the People are not my prayers, but the prayers we offer together in response to 
God’s gift of the Word to us through scripture and the sermon.  
 
The Prayers of the People are a series of short petitions through which the gathered congregation brings 
the needs of other people or the world before God. This type of prayer is known as intercessory prayer. In 
one form or another, such prayer has been included in Christian worship since as early as the second 
century CE. In the early church, what we now know as the Prayers of the People were considered so 
important that the first act of a newly Baptized Christian was to join with the rest of the Baptized to pray 
this prayer. Participating in the Prayers of the People   has always reminded Christians that the concerns 
of the church reach far beyond the walls of the church: we pray for individual and local suffering, for 
justice and peace.  
 
We know that God is all knowing, all powerful, and all loving, so why do we need to pray these prayers? 
The answer to this question is a mystery, but I particularly like the following response, quoted from The 
Liturgy Explained, by James W. Farrell. “The point of intercessory prayer is not so much to change God 
or direct God to something God does not know, but to change us: to make us people who, after prayer for 
those who suffer and struggle, go out into the world to be God’s answer to our prayer, caring for the sick 
and suffering, supporting those in leadership, and entering into tikkun o ‘lam, the healing of the world, in 
God’s name.”   
 
May it be so and may you go in peace, to love and serve God’s people in the name of the Lord. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Deacon Helen 
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PARISH NEWS 

Parish Register 
BAPTISMS 
 
None 
 
WEDDINGS 

None 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 
 
Bob Johnston, September 8, 2021 
 

Youth-Focused Anti-Racism Workshop - Saturday, October 23rd: 10am-2pm 
 
Do you believe in racial equity? Do you want to help create a world where people of color are free from the 
oppression and violence of racism?  If so, then we would love for you to join us at the first in a series of Youth-
Focused Anti-Racism Workshops. As Christians who embrace our Baptismal vows, we are required to LOVE one 
another as God loves us. In God’s eyes, we are ALL equal. Please join our diocesan youth and members of the Anti-
Racism Committee via Zoom on Saturday, October 23rd, 2021 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. This will be an 
interactive event catered toward the specific needs of young people, designed to teach about racism and how it 
operates in all our lives, how it affects us every day, and how to challenge it and eradicate it. 
 
The goal is to foster skills and attitudes that empower young people with the ability to become active anti-racists so 
they can help lead us toward a brighter tomorrow. Register today at https://bit.ly/YouthAntiRacism - Once you have 
registered, you will receive the Zoom link and other important information about the day. This notice first appeared 
in the Friday, September 17 issue of Good News in the Garden State and is authored by Mr. Joe Rodriguez and Ms. 
Clare Gutwein, Youth Convenors of the Diocese of New Jersey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopt-a-Walker 
Thanks to many donations, St. Peter’s has become the home of 10-12 used walkers, most of which we are planning 
to donate to the Goodwill Home Medical Equipment outlet in Bellmawr, NJ. Before we do so, we are offering 
available walkers at no cost to any St. Peter’s parishioner or friend who could use one. If interested, please contact 
Deacon Helen at 609-238-0593 or dcnhelen@stpetersmedford.org.  
If you have used medical equipment to donate or a desire or need to purchase used medical equipment at low cost, 
contact Goodwill Home Medical Equipment at 1-609-396-1513 or 609-812-2210 or go to https://
www.goodwillhomemedical.org/ for more information.  

mailto:dcnhelen@stpetersmedford.org
file:///C:/Users/Jamieson%20Smith/Documents/St.%20Peter's%20Newsletter/October%20Newsletter/609-3
tel:%20609-812-2210
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 

 

 

 

Collage: Outdoor Eucharist on 9/12  
 
 
Collage & Photos courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 
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Sunday School at St. Peter’s 

Collage: 9/12 - Sunday School made  Lord's Prayer posters  
 
 
Collage & Photos courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 
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Walking in the Spirit 

Collage: Walking in the Spirit on 9/18 
 
Collage & Photos courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Service Schedule 

Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m. 

 Family Eucharist ....................... 10:15 a.m. 

Weekdays 

Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ................ 10 a.m.  

Morning Prayer (Monday-Friday) .......... 9 a.m. 
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge  

The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 

Brendan Moore, Music Director      Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator     Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation 

Tel: 609-654-2963         Fax: 609-654-0401         http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org       Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow God in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 

.. 


