Good News

January 2022

RENEWALWORKS IS COMING!
At St. Peter’s Annual Meeting in October, those
gathered discussed the need to revitalize our spiritual
health as individuals and a community of faith. As
disciples of Jesus Christ, we all seek to deepen our
relationship with God, but often are not sure how to do
that. The Vestry has identified spiritual growth as a
priority for 2022, and as such, we are engaging in a
program called RenewalWorks.
What is RenewalWorks?
RenewalWorks is a program designed to assess our
individual spiritual health and knowledge through a
series of questions called the Spiritual Life Inventory
(SLI). We need all members of the congregation to
complete the SLI, which is available to complete online or in a paper version. The questions ask you about
your spiritual practices, such as your prayer life and
participation in worship, and what your experience is in
strengthening your relationship with God. The SLI
should take about 1/2 hour to complete (to be
thorough) and the submission is completely
confidential, with the understanding that those who fill
out a paper response will have their answers input into
the system by a member of the RenewalWorks Team,
but no names are associated with the form.
Once everyone completes the SLI, all of our responses
are compiled into a congregational spiritual profile.
This profile compares our answers to a database of
thousand of other Christians (Episcopalians and other
denominations as well) to see where and how we can
deepen our spiritual lives.
Concurrently, our RenewalWorks Team will be
participating in several workshops over the course of 4
months to learn more about each other, our community
of faith at St. Peter’s, and how we understand our call
to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.
This Committee will receive the report about our SLIs
and discern what recommendations they have for the
Vestry of how we as individuals and a congregation
can do to strengthen our spiritual lives.

When will RenewalWorks start?
The RenewalWorks Team is already being formed.
Sue Legnani has agreed to serve as our Facilitator.
We are finalizing the members of this group. If
you are interested in participating, please let Sue or
Rev. Valerie know.
Access to the Spiritual Life Inventory will start on
Sunday, January 23rd and will be open through
Sunday, February 13th. That will give everyone 3
weeks to complete the Inventory.
We hope that all members 16 years and older will
be willing to participate and be a part of this
exciting opportunity to learn more about our life in
Christ and how the Holy Spirit is guiding us each
and every day.
We ask your prayers for this undertaking, for the
Renewal Team and their work together, and for all
the members of St. Peter’s, that we will seek and
serve Christ in all things, sharing our love of God
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

January Calendar Highlights
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG
Wednesday, January 5th—10 AM Healing Service
Thursday, January 6th—Feast of the Epiphany
Sunday, January 9th—Baptism of Jesus
Tuesday, January 11th—7 PM Vestry Meeting
Wednesday, January 12th—11 AM Bible Study
Monday, January 17th—MLK Day, Diocesan Service
will be available via YouTube (probably @ 10 AM)
Sunday, Jan 23rd—LAUNCH RENEWALWORKS
1/24-26—Rev. Valerie away @ Continuing Education
(No healing service or Bible Study on 1/26)
Saturday, January 29th—Sistine Chapel Experience
Sunday, January 30th—11:30 AM Financial Annual
Meeting (hopefully in-person in the Parish Hall).

Healing Service every Wed. @ 10 AM in the Chapel
Bible Study every Wed. @ 11 AM in the Library.

From the Priest-In-charge
By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling

Looking Through the Eyes of our Hearts
“I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as
you come to know God, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which God
has called you” Ephesians 1:17-18a
I’m not a huge fan of Christian praise music as I find most of it thin of theology and too repetitive. But there are some
songs that lift up my spirit because of their simplicity and beauty. One such song is “Open the hearts of my heart,
Lord.” You can hear one version of it here (or Google the title and you’ll find it.) There is a meditative quality in the
lyrics, taken from this quote from Paul’s letter to the Church in Ephesus. I suppose the metaphor of one’s heart
having eyes helps make this simple song have profound meaning, reminding me to look beyond the obvious and seek
what God needs me to see.
As we embark on 2022, I invite all members of St. Peter’s to dedicate ourselves to deepening our relationship with
God as disciples of Jesus Christ, looking at the world with the eyes of our hearts. Too often we get so caught up in
our heads, relying on our knowledge only rather than considering where God is in the midst of a situation. Pausing
for a moment to look with the “eyes of our hearts,” can offer us a new way of understanding our faith and living into
our baptismal promises of loving our neighbor, seeing Christ in all people and respecting everyone’s dignity.
I don’t want to over sentimentalize this endeavor with rose-colored glasses. It is not helpful to be overly optimistic or
cheery, but we also cannot allow ourselves to be drawn into negativity as that inhibits our ability to be creative.
Rather than separating our senses, combining our ability to see, think and feel offer us ways to see the world as it is
and consider how, through our responses and actions, we can influence the situation to better reflect God’s good
creation—a creation that values balance and equality, justice and peace.
We should also note that Paul prays that God will give the Church a “spirit of wisdom and revelation,” which is the
presence and power of the Holy Spirit, It is through the Holy Spirit that we are able to see with the eyes of our hearts.
Too often I think we forget about the importance of this member of the Trinity and the free gift given to us by God.
Perhaps it is because we are not sure how we access the Spirit’s presence in our lives. As with most abilities, the best
way to get better at it is to practice! One way to do that is through prayer—including singing, which is why the song
“Open the eyes of my heart, Lord” is helpful as a simple prayer. It’s asking for exactly what we want—to see God at
work in the world.
It is important for all of us to continue to grow spiritually. Part of knowing how to do that is to understand where we
are as a community. The RenewalWorks program that we are participating in starting this month, will offer us some
of that feedback. This assessment does not offer individual feedback as we want to know how all of us can grow as a
community of disciples and, God-willing, be more effective in offering our ministry. We do need your participation
by completing the Spiritual Life Inventory to learn more of where we are so we can discern what tools and practices
we can offer to deepen our faith and our awareness of the Holy Spirit.
I do believe the Holy Spirit is present to us all the time—we just need to be present the Holy Spirit! I see the Holy
Spirit at work with all those developing and delivering the COVID-19 vaccines. I see the Spirit moving people to do
their part to recycle and consider how their lifestyle may effect our climate. I see the Spirit move people to be love
there neighbor even if they do not agree with them. The more we seek to see with the eyes of our hearts, the more we
see God, and where we can be a part of God’s awesome Creation.
I pray that we choose to look through the eyes of our heart as we walk this path of spiritual growth and renewal. It
may lead us into unexpected places, surprising and challenging us, but always seeking to do God’s will and share
God’s love.
In Christ,
Rev. Valerie+
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Church & Home
By Tiffany Myers
Happy New Year! We are entering the season of Epiphany soon (January 6), which lasts until Ash
Wednesday. Here’s a good way to talk about Epiphany in your family, from buildfaith.org: Epiphany
Through the Eyes of Children.
I like the idea of looking up at the night sky and wondering at the gift of Jesus. You could also have a
family field trip to a planetarium, or bundle up and take a night hike (then come home to hot cocoa!).
Upcoming Schedule
January 2 Hopefully, by the time you get this, we will have had a splendid pageant.
January 9 Sunday School for PreK-5th grade from 9-10 AM. J2A kids will be serving at St. Paul’s
Breakfast Program that morning.
January 15 J2A plans to attend the 5PM Saturday service, followed by a class.
January 16 Sunday School for PreK-5th grade from 9-10 AM. Possible parish service project for
MLK weekend. Stay tuned for more info.
January 23 Sunday School for PreK-5th grade from 9-10 AM.
January 30 Sunday School for PreK-5th grade from 9-10 AM.

(You may note that our Rite 13 Class for 6th-7th grade is not listed in the schedule. They are such a small
class – just two kids – so we are going to be exploring other avenues for them this year.)
An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church notes that during Epiphany, “The gospel stories of this season
describe various events that manifest the divinity of Jesus.” Here’s a way for children to think about
divinity, or an aspect of divinity, from the book Images of God by Marie-Helene Delval:
God is holiness.
God is perfect beauty, perfect goodness, all love, all joy, all peace.
God wants us to have this holiness, too.
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Body and Soul

Epiphany Prayer
One Day in Time – A Prayer of Epiphany
From Catholic Relief Services

By Edith Green, RN
Santa Claus has gone back to his workshop so he
can get a well needed rest. He traveled all over
the world after all so he needs to take a nap. And,
Mrs. Claus has waited for him with a nice hot
meal and some schnaps.

Lord of all nations,
We longed to see your face, to hear your voice.
We kept the faith, and reached out in prayer.
But too often, we failed to find you.
And then, one day in time
You placed yourself within reach
In the person of a child as vulnerable as any of us.
King and peasant beheld you –
Man and woman
People of all sorts
Slave and free
Jew and gentile
For you had come for all.

So, what are we going to do now that Christmas
has been here and gone? Perhaps we’ll separate
gifts into those we’ll exchange, those we’ll re-gift
and those we’ll use.
Perhaps we’ll make resolutions for the coming
year. Perhaps we’ll decide to spend more time
being thankful for what we have.
Now that’s an idea. Spending more time being
thankful for what God has blessed us with.
Thanking God for your blessings doesn’t take
long, maybe while you’re drinking your morning
coffee?

“Epiphany” we called it
A living manifestation of the God we call upon.
We have since known other epiphanies.
We have met you in the faces of our brothers,
The grace of our sisters,
The hand that reaches out,
The heart that weeps for the other,
In the strength of one who protects,
In the gentleness of one who forgives.
We have seen your face
We have heard your voice.

And it’s also time to celebrate a New Year.
Another year, despite the lingering of Covid,
filled with hope.
Hope for good health, hope that our ‘enemies’
become our friends or at least not our enemies
anymore, hope that some of our dreams come true
or they’re on the way to being true. Lots of things
to hope for in 2022.

As broken as we are –
As scared and hollow and sinful –
May others see something of you in us,
May they hear the sound of your voice.
May you be revealed to all nations,
All peoples on earth,
And may epiphanies abound.
Be born in us, O Lord.
AMEN.

I wish you all a New Year filled with good health,
good fortune and good dreams.
Finally: The road to winning goes through a
sewer. John Madden
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From the Deacon’s Bench
By Deacon Helen M. Orlando

New Plans for St. Peter’s Haiti Partnership
Some of you may remember meeting Sandy Muspratt, who visited St.
Peter’s to participate in our 2014 “Meet and Greet Dinner” for Father Jean
Fils Chery, then priest-in-charge of Redemption School. A member of
Grace Episcopal Church in Amherst, Massachusetts, Sandy is co-chair of
“Grace in Haiti,” a partnership that began in 2008 to minister to the
children of St. Matthieu’s School in Bayonnais, Haiti. Since then, Grace in
Haiti has built and continues to support a new school in Bayonnais that
offers a free education through sixth grade to any child in need. The core
mission of “Grace in Haiti” has always been to provide at least a primary
education to children who otherwise would have none.
A few years ago, and in accordance with UNESCO standards, the Haitian
Ministry of Education raised the standard for certification in primary
Two Happy Scholarship Recipients
education from completion of the sixth grade to completion of the
ninth grade. Unable to provide the additional grades at St. Matthew’s,
Grace in Haiti began a scholarship program designed to send a limited number of graduating sixth graders to
complete grades 7-9 at nearby schools. One of those schools is Redemption School.
After much consideration, St. Peter’s International Outreach Team (IOT) has decided to phase out St.
Peter’s direct relationship with Redemption School over the next six months and continue our support of
both the education of Haitian youth and the mission of Redemption School by providing at least six full
scholarships per year so that qualified graduates of St. Matthew’s will be able to complete their primary
education at Redemption School (or another nearby school, if necessary). Our participation in Grace in
Haiti’s scholarship program will double the number of scholarships now offered by Grace in Haiti.
Partnering with Grace in Haiti will allow us to benefit from its experience and expertise in the areas of
finance and oversight and to save approximately $300.00 per year in wire transfer fees and payments to the
Haiti Partnership Program. This savings represents a full year of education for a Haitian youth working
towards their primary certificate. As part of Grace in Haiti, we will also gain improved oversight of where
our donated funds are deposited and how they are used. Because Grace in Haiti maintains both a website
(graceinhaiti.org) and a blog, sends representatives to Haiti on a fairly regular basis, and has developed
better communication with St. Matthew’s than we have experienced with Redemption School, we look
forward to improved opportunities to learn about a student’s life in Haiti, to see photos and videos, and –
one day – to visit Haiti ourselves.
The International Outreach Team has discussed these plans with Rev. Valerie and St. Peter’s vestry, both of
whom approve. We hope that you will agree that this plan is a good one and will continue to support the
education of the youngest students in Haiti both financially and in your prayers. I invite you to approach me
or any IOT member with any questions or concerns you may have about this new venture.
Faithfully,
Deacon Helen
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PARISH NEWS
Rev. Valerie, Deacon Helen, Lisa, Tiffany, Brendan, Danielle and Mark offer their deep
thanks and appreciation to the members of St. Peter’s for the generous Christmas Bonus.
We are delighted to share our gifts and talents with this wonderful community. Blessings to
all in 2022!

Bible Study starting Wednesday, January 12th: We will be studying "Difficult
Words of Jesus" by Amy-Jill Levine, which is a 6-week study. We meet at 11 AM
in the Library. NOTE: We will not be meeting on January 26th as Rev. Valerie will
be away.
Sistine Chapel immersive experience: Imagine walking through Leonardo DaVinci’s timeless paintings
and frescos that adorn the Sistine Chapel in Rome without leaving the Delaware Valley. Parishioners,
family, and friends are invited to participate in the Sistine Chapel immersive experience coming to 9 th and
Market Sts., Philadelphia. Join us on Saturday, January 29. We have 3 tickets available ($26.50 for a 60-90minute self-guided tour). Timed entrance is at 10 a.m. We will carpool from St. Peter's to the PatCo station
in Cherry Hill. Please call or text Barbara Kelly at 856-906-8292. For more
information: www.sistinechapelexhibit.com.

The Annual Financial Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 30th at 11:30 AM. Our hope is to have
this meeting in-person in Williams Hall. We will be reviewing our 2021 finances and the 2022 Budget. We
appreciate your participation and support of our ministry.

Parish Register
BAPTISMS
None
WEDDINGS
None
MEMORIAL SERVICES
None

6

PARISH PHOTO ALBUM

Collage: Sunday School “Trail to Bethlehem”
Photos Courtesy of Tiffany Myers.
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Christmas Eve at St. Peter’s

Collage: Christmas Eve at St. Peter’s
Photos Courtesy of Michelle Scarpulla.
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Greening of the Church

Collage: Greening of the Church
Collage & Photos Courtesy of Tiffany Myers.
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
..

One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ 08055
The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge
The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon
Brendan Moore, Music Director Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation
Tel: 609-654-2963
Fax: 609-654-0401
http://www.stpetersmedford.org
Email: office@stpetersmedford.org Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org
Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow God in prayer and praise, study and service.
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
1 Hartford Road
Medford, NJ 08055

Service Schedule
Saturday Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m.
Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m.
Family Eucharist....................... 10:15 a.m.
Weekdays
Wednesday, Healing Eucharist................ 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study ......................... 11 a.m.
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