
November 2021 

Good News
 

By Maureen Joos 

 

“Taking the five loaves and two fish and looking up 
to Heaven he gave thanks and broke the loaves.” 

Matthew14:19 

“I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave 
me a drink.” 

Matthew 25:36 

Just last month we celebrated Stewardship weekend. 
During the time leading up to that weekend, we 
heard from several parishioners who spoke of their 
own personal experiences regarding stewardship.  

We  were also  able to listen and view Rev. Valerie 
speak about St .Peter's financial position and the 
importance of sharing our time, talents and 
monetary gifts.  

Sharing at St. Peter's seems such a natural thing to 
do. We share in the love of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We share in attending Church service, and praying 
together.  

We share and reach out to our Community and those 
abroad. We share to make our Church grow. 

The Christian Caring Center located in Brown's 
Mills has been a community outreach service 
project  at St .Peter's for many years. We share our 
food and drink with those less fortunate.  

The Thrift shop affiliated with the Christian Caring 
Center is asking for fall and winter clothing and 
blankets.  

Without a doubt these items will find their way to 
the bins in the Narthex! Our Sunday School teachers 
share their talents and time teaching our children.  

 
 

November Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS NOV. 7th  
 
Nov. 6-7 All Saint’s (transferred) 
Nov. 8-10 Clergy Conference  
Nov. 9 Vestry Meeting, 7:30 pm 
Nov. 12  Office Closed—Veteran’s Day transferred 
Nov. 13-14 Art Show 
Nov. 14  St. Paul’s Breakfast Program, 7:30 am 
Nov. 24  7 PM Thanksgiving Service 
Nov. 25-26  Office Closed—Thanksgiving Holiday 
 
Fall Yard Clean-Up—TBD (possibly Nov. 20, 8am-12) 

Sharing 

 

The choir share their beautiful voices each 
Sunday morning accompanied by our talented 
Choir Director. So many people working for the 
good of St. Peter's. 

There is much to be thankful for at St. Peter's 
and God continues to bless us all with his 
generosity and love. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Maureen Joos 

 

 

 

The Vestry thanks all who returned their 
2022 Pledge Certificates. If you have not 
yet returned yours, please do so at your 
earliest convenience. Your support makes 
this ministry possible.  



From the Priest-In-charge 
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By The Rev. Canon  Valerie L. Balling 

Spiritual Intelligence 
 
For many years society focused on IQ (Intelligence Quotient) as an important, if not the only, metric to 
determine a person’s educational path and ability to have a “successful” life.  That success was defined by 
one’s ability to provide a sustainable lifestyle for one’s self and family, but did not necessarily consider a 
sense of fulfillment or happiness.  

More recently, we have learned the importance of our “Emotional Intelligence,” the ability to understand 
how we feel and why we feel that way.  This is especially helpful with feelings that are usually considered 
“negative,” such as anger or sadness.  We have learned that emotions should not be categorized as 
“positive” or “negative,” but evaluated in regards to the circumstances. More importantly, we are reflecting 
on why we feel the way we feel and learning how to response to those feelings in ways that are constructive 
and helpful rather than destructive and harmful to one’s self or others.   

Unfortunately, we are still being told by the world that we don’t ever have to feel bad or sad because there 
is medication for depression.  I fully support those who are clinically depressed to take medication, and 
thanks be to God for those treatments.  However, we cannot believe that we will never feel bad or sad as the 
experiences that draw forth those emotions are part of life, such as heartbreak, pain and grief.  It is in those 
times especially when we need our “Spiritual Intelligence” to help navigate life and make sense of what is 
happening and how we respond. 

I understand “Spiritual Intelligence” as our developing knowledge of our “operative theology,” or how God 
works in the world.  Many people, even those who are not sure God exists, have a sense that there is more 
to this life than the concrete.  There is an abstract, intangible aspect that many feel compelled to connect 
with in some way, such as through meditation or prayer.  And just like other disciplines and areas of life, 
our Spiritual Intelligence can deepen and develop as we mature, if we make the time to learn.  

I do believe we need to make more time in our lives for Christian Formation through study and experience.  
No one expects to get good at doing something, like a sport, without actually doing it.  The same is true 
with our faith. We need to make time to asks those hard questions—“Where is God in the midst of pain and 
suffering?”; “What is my purpose?”; “How do I love those I do not like?” We may not like the answers, but 
that invites into deeper examination, especially if we start from a place were we believe God is love. 

Churches need to be the place where a community comes together to consider these questions and many 
others.  Some of that is done in our worship, which is a specific activity intended to offer an experience of 
being in God’s presence. But our tradition has a very defined format for that experience, so we need to offer 
other opportunities to people to develop their Spiritual Intelligence.  

The Vestry and I understand our spiritual development to be a priority of our ministry at St. Peter’s and as 
such we will be participating in a program called RenewalWorks.  Starting in January, we will be 
participating in a process to study ourselves and learn more about our current state of Spiritual Intelligence 
and where we want to be.  WE NEED YOUR HELP!  We need 8 people who are willing to help support 
this process by offering their time and talent to guide the congregation through taking an anonymous 
survey, reviewing the analysis, and recommend ways for us to deepen our spiritual vitality.   

I do believe this is critically important work for us to do.  I ask you to pray and discern if you are willing to 
help all of us strengthen our Spiritual Intelligence.  I am always available to talk with you some more if you 
are interested or have any questions about the RenewalWorks program.  

Please continue to keep the congregation of St. Peter’s, the member of the Vestry and me in your prayers.  

In Christ,  
Rev. Valerie+ 
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Church & Home 

By Tiffany Myers 
 

St. Peter’s has been blessed with several baptisms recently!  We at St. Peter’s are always happy to 
welcome little ones into God’s family in baptism, the first step of their faith journey! We want to support 
busy parents in the task of imparting faith and God’s way of love to their children. We invite parents of 
any aged child to reflect on what faith means in your life, how you would like your children and youth to 
understand faith in theirs, and how we can help you. We’ll be asking for your feedback. 
 
Our multi-age class has been coming along nicely.  Games and crafts are the glue (haha) that holds 
different ages together, I think.  We’ve made Lord’s Prayer posters and we do the Lord’s Prayer with 
motions each week.  We’ve heard the story of Abraham and Sarah and made Shrinky Dink charms to 
remind us of God’s surprises (like his surprise to Abraham and Sarah of having a child when they were too 
old for one); we’ve learned how Jacob cheated his twin Esau out of his birthright blessing, and made our 
own blessing bowls; we’ve played at being Jacob seeing angels and made potato heads (which are growing 
grass hair) to remember Jacob’s joy in reconciling with Esau: “To see your face is like seeing the face of 
God”.  
 
We heard and retold the Creation Story and made animal masks. We heard the story of Noah taking care of 
animals and did a little Creation Care of our own by making bird feeders out of toilet paper rolls. By the 
time you read this, we will have learned part of Joseph’s story, made a coat of many colors, and made St. 
Peter Pumpkins to teach us about our special saint for Halloween and All Saints Day.   
 
The end of November is the beginning of Advent.  As is our custom, we will have an Intergenerational 
Advent Festival on the first Sunday of Advent, which is November 28.  This year, I’d really like us to 
make a communal collage for Advent. It will be easy and fun, I promise, and something we can create as a 
group.  Plus, you can make Advent “calendars” (or another way to count the days to Christmas) to take 
home.   
 
I hope you’ll come to that, because I’m very curious to see how the collage will turn out, and I think that 
children and adults alike will have fun creating something together as well as a meaningful countdown to 
Christmas for the season of Advent.  I also have ten boxes of Advent candles for those who would like 
some for a wreath; you can pick up the candles at the festival.  
 
New children and youth are always welcome in our Christian Formation (Sunday School) classes. Our 
November schedule  is included. We also have J2A (8th-9th grade), which meets at varying times. Please 
contact the office or tiffany.myers@stpetersmedford.org to learn more; registrations for Christian 
Formation are linked on our website: www. stpetersmedford.org. 
 
As we look ahead to Thanksgiving, we count our St. Peter’s kids among the blessings for which we thank 
God! Thanks be to God for our teachers, all our St. Peter’s family and for Deacon Helen and Reverend 
Valerie, too. 

mailto:tiffany.myers@stpetersmedford.org
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    By Edith Green, RN 
 
With help from: The Portly Padre or Brother Larry 
in the kitchen.  
 
 
Halloween is next week. But, what is the history of 
October 31st, the day we call Halloween? 
 
The observance began in Druid rites on the eve of 
Samhain, November 1st, the beginning of their new 
year when they lighted fires to their sun god.  Down 
through the centuries this night of all nights of the 
year is one when supernatural influences are 
believed to prevail. It is a night for divinations, for 
testing love, a time when spirits of the dead wander 
about with witches, devils, and elves.  
 
Fairies have more power this night, some human 
souls enter animal bodies, cats are sacred—and 
much more, all, according to Walsh, a curious 
recrudescence of classic mythology, Druid beliefs, 
and Christian superstitions.  
 
Nuts and apples are used in many ways. The English 
drink called Lambswool is made of bruised roasted 
apples mixed with ale or milk. In Yorkshire the night 
is Cake Night, especially seed cake. Cabbage is a 
feature of Scottish customs. Both the Scots and Irish 
may have an evening meal of parsley, potatoes, and 
onions called “call-cannon”, no one knows how it 
got that name. Since the 17th century there has been a 
Irish custom of going about asking for money or 
foodstuffs so a feast can be given in honor of St. 
Columba. This suggests the ‘trick or treat’ custom. 
 
And Finally: When doubt knocks at the door, let faith 
answer.  

November Schedule 
Note: Sunday School for Multi-Age and Rite 13 
classes is on Sundays from 9-10 AM.  
J2A (8th-9th grade) meets at varying times. 
 
11/7  Rite 13 (6th-7th grade) will meet 9-10 AM.   
 Multi-age (PreK-5th grade) is off for NJ Teacher’s 
Convention.  
 
Children’s Chapel will be offered 11/7 at 10:15 AM 
for Preschool-2nd graders,  who will  rejoin their 
parents in the main sanctuary soon after the sermon. 
 
11/14 Multi-age (PreK-5th grade) class 9-10 AM: 
Joseph, Ruler in Egypt (part 2 of Joseph’s  story) 
 
11/21  Rite 13 (6th-7th grade) meets 9-10 AM.   
Multi-age (PreK-5th grade) class 9-10 AM: Prayers 
of thanksgiving and praise. 
 
11/28  Intergenerational Advent Workshop  9-
10AM in Williams Hall: Help make a St. Peter’s 
 Community Advent Collage; make an Advent 
calendar/countdown to Christmas craft to take 
home. 

Dates to Remember Body and Soul 

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT: 

SUPPORT NEEDED! 

Nathan Smith, a Scout from Troop #26 that St. Peter’s 

sponsors, is working toward his Eagle Scout Award 

with a project that will be a great benefit to St. Peter’s.  

Nathan will be refurbishing the area by the north fence 

(the Hartford Road entrance) that is overgrown and an 

eyesore.  The project includes removing many dead or 

problematic trees and underbrush, replacing the old, 

crumbing railroad ties,  removing stumps, and planting 

sustainable bushes and grass for lower maintenance.   

Nathan needs our support for this great project.  Please 

consider making a donation by visiting this website—

https://www.gofundme.com/nathan-smiths-boy-scout-

eagle-project   or  through a gift to St. Peter’s with the 

memo “Smith Eagle Scout Project.”  The scope of this 

project is big—we need to help Nathan raise $5000. 

Thank you for your support of Nathan, this project and 

the scouting program.  

Fall Grounds Clean-Up  

TBD (possibly Nov. 20th, 8am-12) 

https://www.gofundme.com/nathan-smiths-boy-scout-eagle-project
https://www.gofundme.com/nathan-smiths-boy-scout-eagle-project


From the Deacon’s Bench 
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By The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 
 

Almsgiving Weekend to Benefit United Thank Offering and Episcopal Community Services-NJ 
 
Earlier this year, St. Peter’s introduced an Almsgiving Weekend as one way to observe the Lenten discipline 
of Almsgiving – the offering of money or goods to those in need. Your generous offerings, totaling 
$1,135.00, were divided evenly between Episcopal Relief & Development and our International Outreach 
Team’s holding fund for Redemption School, Haiti.  
 
As we approach Thanksgiving Day, St. Peter’s encourages you to express your gratitude to God by giving 
alms to support the ministries of the United Thank Offering and Episcopal Community Services-New 
Jersey. Both organizations are dedicated to doing God’s work in the world.  
 
The United Thank Offering (UTO) began in 1889, just a few years after the cornerstone was laid for the first 
St. Peter’s Church building. Since then, UTO has awarded more than 5,000 grants throughout the Anglican 
Communion, including $45,000 to pay for the material and labor necessary to construct Redemption 
School’s parent church and rectory; 14,000 to renovate and improve the energy efficiency of St. Paul’s, 
Camden’s historic buildings; and an additional $11,000 to establish and support St. Paul’s new Community 
Health Clinic. Throughout the years, St. Peter’s generous support of the United Thank Offering has helped 
provide transportation for clergy serving multiple and far-flung congregations, funded the construction of 
churches and schools, and made it possible for congregations throughout the Anglican Communion to reach 
beyond themselves to serve those in need.  
 
Episcopal Community Services of the Diocese of New Jersey (ECS-NJ) began earlier this year to address 
human needs, such as food and shelter, and to uphold our Baptismal vow to “strive for justice and peace 
among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being.” (BCP, p. 305) It fulfills its mission by 
raising funds from across the diocese, making grants to expand existing ministries or encourage new 
initiatives, networking and building relationships between congregations, and advocating for meaningful 
change. ECS-NJ recently awarded ten grants, totaling $117,000, to churches whose work addresses issues 
such as food insecurity, housing, immigrant assistance, and community safety.  
 
Although we will be presenting information about both UTO and ECS-NJ for several weeks, our autumn 
Almsgiving Weekend will be held on the weekend of November 20th and 21st. We will place a container 
in the Narthex to receive donations from those of you attending services on those dates. If you would like to 
donate by mail, please make your check payable to St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, write “Almsgiving” on the 
memo line, and mail it to St. Peter’s, ATTN: Deacon Helen. 
 
May your eyes be opened to find God’s blessings in your life and may you spread God’s blessings to others. 
Deacon Helen 
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PARISH NEWS 

Mekayla has been chosen as one of the Top 30 Finalists for 2021 NCAA Woman of the Year!- This is 
for all NCAA sports and all three divisions.  The four pillars of qualifications are as follows: outstanding 
achievements in academics, athletics, community service and leadership. Among a few other things as 
listed, I'm sure her time helping at St. Paul's Breakfast and the housing & feeding of the homeless at St. 
Peter's was also considered. Interestingly, out of over 500 NCAA women's lacrosse teams and over 12,000 
women playing lacrosse in the three divisions, there are only two representing lacrosse. The other 11 NCAA 
sports lacrosse the three divisions make up the remaining 28 selections. If you do the math, it is quite 
an honor! 
 
Here are a few Links that tell the story: 
https://hwsathletics.com/news/2021/9/23/william-smith-lacrosse-montgomery-among-top-30-for-ncaa-
woman-of-the-year.aspx 
https://www.ncaa.org/about/resources/media-center/news/general-top-30-honorees-named-for-2021-ncaa-
woman-of-the-year-award 
https://hwsathletics.com/sports/womens-lacrosse/roster/mekayla-montgomery/15229 
 
There is a ceremony in November at NCAA HQ's honoring the 30 Finalists. 
 

 

Parish Register 
BAPTISMS 
October 3rd-Benjamin Anthony Quillen Briglia, son of Paige Briglia and Morgan Quillen  
October 10th-Eleanor Anne Reed, daughter of Dane and Margaret Reed 
October 17th-Charles Blain Boyd, son of Mark and Danielle Boyd 
October 17th-Hazel Jane Neild, daughter of William and Christina Neild 
October 17th-Xander Caden Jaggard, son of Jason and Paige Peterson  
 
WEDDINGS 
None 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 
None 

https://hwsathletics.com/news/2021/9/23/william-smith-lacrosse-montgomery-among-top-30-for-ncaa-woman-of-the-year.aspx
https://hwsathletics.com/news/2021/9/23/william-smith-lacrosse-montgomery-among-top-30-for-ncaa-woman-of-the-year.aspx
https://www.ncaa.org/about/resources/media-center/news/general-top-30-honorees-named-for-2021-ncaa-woman-of-the-year-award
https://www.ncaa.org/about/resources/media-center/news/general-top-30-honorees-named-for-2021-ncaa-woman-of-the-year-award
https://hwsathletics.com/sports/womens-lacrosse/roster/mekayla-montgomery/15229
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The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of November.  

Happy Birthday to them all! 

 

Nov.  1: Scott Seigel, Dylan Hansen, Evan Mertz 
Nov.  3:  Margaret Reed 
Nov.  4: Mary Murphy 
Nov.  5: Maria Montgomery 
Nov.  6: Tom Worsdell, Fr. Bob Legnani, Tom Andrews, Jillian Floyd  
Nov.  7: Christina Little, Brayden Ackerman 
Nov.  8: Francis Reed 
Nov.  9: Jon Andrews, Brian Miller, Sabrina Tredwell 
Nov. 10: Grace Castiglia, Brady Moore 
Nov. 12: Josephine Sherwood, Wayne Hansen, Patrick Gaughan 
Nov. 13: Brian Griffith 
Nov. 14: Jeanne Sanitate 
Nov. 15: Geri Blum, Micheline Denn, Charlotte LaRue, Jonah Dufala, Olivia Dufala 
Nov. 16: Jenna Semmel 
Nov. 17: Christopher Hopp, Krista Hoffman, Matthew Adler, Darren Wu 
Nov. 18: Brad Denn 
Nov. 21: Ken Montgomery, Susan Barrall, Ryan Rubano, Patricia Alvarez, Hudson Beyer 
Nov. 23: Linda White 
Nov. 25: Grace Stewart 
Nov. 28: Nancy Shaw, Donald Sunlitis 
Nov. 29: Stephen Scarpulla, Russ Carvin 
Nov. 30: Jo Anderson, Jennifer Tredwell, Heather Rodden 

 

   

If you or a member of your family has a birthday in November that is not listed above, please contact the  
Parish Office. 

Birthday Prayers 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another year.  

Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life: 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be.  Strengthen him 

when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall: and in his heart may thy 

peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 

830) 
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 

 

 

 

Collage: Baptisms in October (five of them)  

Collage Courtesy of: Tiffany Myers 
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Sunday School at St. Peter’s 

 

Collage: Sunday School fun in October 

Collage Courtesy Of: Tiffany Myers 
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Walking in the Spirit 

 

Collage: Walking in the Spirit on October 16  

Collage Courtesy of: Tiffany Myers 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Service Schedule 

Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m. 

 Family Eucharist ....................... 10:15 a.m. 

Weekdays 

Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ................ 10 a.m.  

Morning Prayer (Monday-Friday) .......... 9 a.m. 
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-in-Charge 

The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 

Brendan Moore, Music Director    Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator    Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation 

Tel: 609-654-2963         Fax: 609-654-0401         http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org  Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 

.. 


