
February 2022 

Good News
 

By Jack and Jane Hobson 
 

“For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s 
field, you are God’s Building.” 1 Corinthians 3:9 
 
As co-workers with God, our duty is to build the 
church, as a spiritual ‘building’. This spiritual body 
is comprised of people’s relationship between each 
other and God.  
 
As laborers in God’s field, we take on the attributes 
of God’s love, compassion, acceptance, peace, etc.   
As God’s field we support, serve and share the Love 
of God with each other. 
 
Jesus Christ as our Way shows us a blue print of the 
way God works. Jesus was our ultimate example of 
being in service wherever and whenever there was a 
need.   
 
Whether he was healing the sick, encouraging the 
weak or defending the marginalized, he was always 
going about his Father’s business.  
 
In Matthew 22:37-39, He stated that the two greatest 
commandments are to love God with all your heart, 
soul and mind and to love your neighbor as 
yourself.  
 
To love our neighbor has us moving out of our 
comfort zone and reaching out to people whether or 
not they are in our social group. Jesus illustrated 
reaching out to our neighbor with the example of the 
Good Samaritan parable, where a Samaritan; an 
outcast of the Jews, aids a Jew in time of trouble. 
 
Another aspect of loving our neighbor as ourself is 
to be in equal service to ourselves as well as others. 
By building up our strength and commitment in our 
relationship with God, we find our own inner peace, 
self-acceptance and compassion so we can share 
that love and support with others.  We cannot give 
from an empty cup, but we give out of the 
abundance of our blessings. 

February Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 
 

Saturday, February 5th—Vestry Retreat 
 

Sunday, February 6th—RESCHEDULED Finance 
Meeting 11:30 AM in Parish Hall and via Zoom.  
 

Saturday, February 12th—Diocesan Discipleship 
Conference. Register at https://bit.ly/DiscipleshipNJ.  
 

Sunday, February 13th—Final Day to complete 
Spiritual Life Inventory. 
 
Healing Service every Wed. @ 10 AM in the Chapel 

Bible Study every Wed. @ 11 AM in the Library.  

UPCOMING IN EARLY MARCH! 
Shrove Tuesday—March 1st 

Ash Wednesday-March 2nd Service Schedule TBA 

Diocesan Convention– Saturday, March 5th 

 

Co-Workers with God 

 
As co-workers with God, we are the hands of 
God in today’s world, as Jesus was during his 
time on earth. We can be of service wherever 
and whenever we see a need.  
 
“Then the King will say to those on his right 
hand, Come, you blessed of my Father, take your 
inheritance, the Kingdom prepared for you since 
the creation of the world. For I was hungry and 
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I 
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me, whatever you do for the least of 
these brothers and sisters, you do for me.” 
Matthew 25:34-36,40. 
 
Jack and Jane Hobson 

https://bit.ly/DiscipleshipNJ


From the Priest-In-charge 
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By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

Let Us Love One Another 
 
This past weekend, we had the epistle reading from Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth that has been 

classically used at weddings, “Love is patient, love is kind . . .”. (1 Cor. 13:1-13) Many years ago I attended 

a friend’s secular wedding, and the officiant (who I believe was the major) offered, “It has been said that, 

‘Love is patient, love is kind...’”, and I thought, “Yeah, Paul wrote that in the Bible!”  

Unfortunately, these words seem trite and almost passé to our modern ears. The English language has a 

dearth of words for the expansiveness of the emotion we call “love.” C.S. Lewis wrote a wonderful essay 

called “The Four Loves” that explains the similarities and differences between eros (romantic), philos 

(brotherly), charitas (charity), and agàpé (self-giving). The issue with the passage from 1 Corinthians is 

that most people think it is about eros when it is really about agàpé. It is about how God loves and how we 

need to learn to love like God.  

One of the similarities among all types of love is that we need to be vulnerable, open to the other.  This is 

why children are usually so loving, because they have not been hurt by others or taught to hide their 

feelings—they are the definition of vulnerable.  It is a painful truth that we will be disappointed or hurt by 

those who love us. As humans, we fail at being able to love like God loves, but that is not an excuse to not 

try as much and as often as needed. Yes, we learn how to protect our hearts, but if we do it too much, we 

cut off the ability to feel.  We must learn how to be resilient and vulnerable, willing to be forgiving while 

expecting others to do their best as well.  

We are born into a family that (God-willing) can nurture our natural vulnerability and loving nature. That 

intentional community is expanded at Church, a group that gathers with the purpose of living in and sharing 

God’s love. And it was to such a community that Paul was originally writing these words about agàpé. 

The church in Corinth was known for its bickering and in-fighting. They were more interested in social 

status than vulnerability, which sounds frighteningly modern.  During his second missionary journey, Paul 

went to Corinth and established a fledgling community of believers in Jesus Christ, but after he left, the 

Corinthians were subject to other teachings that led them to abandon the foundational love of Jesus. Paul’s 

urgent letters were sent to help them understand and reclaim their community.  

I believe that Christian community— fellowship—is an intrinsic part of a Church. It is how we literally 

practice what we preach, because even though we attend the same church, we are different people, so we 

must to learn how to offer agàpé to each other before going out into the greater society. Unfortunately, the 

pandemic has been detrimental to our ability to gather for fellowship in any meaningful way, and that is a 

huge loss.  We need to find ways to begin to do this again, as safely as possible.  We need those 

connections with each other to be both a stronger community and more practiced at agàpé to use in our 

daily lives.   

It is a challenge to gather safely right now, but not impossible.  What are your ideas of how we can do this? 

What activities would you like to do when we can gather again (inside or outside)?  How can we strengthen 

our community at St. Peter’s to be vulnerable with each other and supportive?  How can we help each other 

learn agàpé? During this month so often connected with love, I look forward to hearing your ideas of 

building up St. Peter’s into the community we want it to be.  

In Christ’s Love,  

Rev. Valerie 
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Church & Home 

By Tiffany Myers 

 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:31)  

When you think of February, you probably think of the Superbowl, “When will spring come?”, and Valen-

tine’s Day.  Valentine’s Day is a secular holiday, but showing  others that we care about them is part of our 

Christian faith.  After all, Jesus told us that loving others is one of the two most important things we should 

focus on, the companion commandment to loving God.   

We talk a lot about this in church and Sunday School;  and no doubt, at home, you try to teach your children 

to be kind to others.   This is good!  However, let’s shift our attention to the implication in the second half of 

Jesus’ words above: that we love ourselves.  How can our faith help us nurture a healthy self-love and boost 

mental health in our children (and ourselves)?  

Here are some beautiful beliefs we hold as Christians: 

God is with us. God is with us in the highs and lows, the joys and heartache, and everything in between. 
We are loved. No matter what emotion we are feeling, nothing can separate us from God’s love. 
We matter. We are God’s beloved people who have gifts to share with others. 
We are incarnational people. Our faith is embodied and is connected to the world around us. 
Grace is core to who we are. Nothing and no one is beyond God’s reach or care. 
 
(Rachel Doboney Benton, https://buildfaith.org/connecting-feelings-and-faith/) 

Aren’t these lovely things to teach our kids? 

If you go to the article, you’ll find links to creating a Peace Corner at home (or a Time Out With God space, 

because we all need a time-out sometimes), “God, when I’m feeling” cards (because we have many different 

kinds of feelings), Affirmation Cards (reminding us that God loves us through everything), and Activity 

Sheets  about faith and feelings.  We’ll incorporate some of these ideas into church and Sunday School, too. 

Don’t forget to take care of your own mental health as adults and parents, too!  Add a few things to the family 

Peace Corner for yourselves.  Begin a prayer journal (it’s okay to write only a few words at a time!). Book-

mark Bible verses that fill you with peace.  Start your day by inviting God into it as you breathe deeply in and 

out.   

No matter our age, it’s good to remember: Nothing can separate us from God’s love. (Romans 8: 38-39) 

 

 

 

 

https://buildfaith.org/connecting-feelings-and-faith/
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    By Edith Green, RN 
 

When I was a little girl in elementary school, our 
class celebrated Valentine’s Day by making 
valentines cards to our classmates. In the front of 
the room was a large box. When we had written 
the cards and put them in envelopes, we put them 
in the box.  
 
We all waited anxiously for the DAY to come. 
That was the day when someone appointed by the 
teacher would distribute the cards to the class. I 
say we waited with anxiety because we hoped we 
wouldn’t be the person who didn’t even get one 
valentine. 
I was fortunate because I always got a few 
valentines, not a lot, but enough so that I didn’t 
feel like a failure. I wouldn’t get teased like those 
other kids, I wouldn’t be made fun of like they 
were.  
 
As an adult, I often think about those days. How 
did the kids who didn’t get even one valentine 
feel? Did it affect how they saw themselves? Or 
did they not care? What did their parents say 
when they knew about it? Or did the kids not 
mention it to their folks? I would love at this time 
in my life to meet just one of those people and 
ask how they felt at the time. I wonder if they 
remember those days? 
 
Thankfully those days have gone. As far as I 
know, if valentines are given out now, they have 
to give one to EVERYONE in the class. Maybe 
they don’t bother anymore. Like so many other 
things, those days have gone. For good or bad, 
they’re gone.  
 
And Finally:  See everything, overlook a great 
deal, correct a little. 
     Pope John XX111  

 

You still have time to participate in the RenewalWorks 
Spiritual Life Inventory to help us learn more about how 
to deepen our spiritual lives at St. Peter’s.   
 
The link for the Spiritual Life Inventory is  https://
www.research.net/r/RenewalWorks2277 It is available 
until Sunday, February 13. We would like to have 50 
responses, so we need everyone to participate! It will 
take about 30 minutes, so please make some time to 
consider your answers.  
 
Paper copies of the Inventory are available in the 
Narthex or the Church Office.  Please return them to the 
church when it is completed.  
 
Once the SLI is complete, the RenewalWorks Team will 
have a series of workshops to discern what will help St. 
Peter’s to grow and mature in our faith. This process 
will take several weeks—until the early part of May, but 
we will keep the congregation informed during March 
and April.  
 
Please pray for the process, those participating on the 
Team, and for Sue Legnani, who is the Facilitator for 
this effort.   
 

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so 

guide our minds, so fill our imaginations, so control our 

wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated 

unto you; and then use us, we pray, as you will, and 

always to your glory and the welfare of your people; 

through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

RenewalWorks is Here! Body and Soul 

https://www.research.net/r/RenewalWorks2277.o
https://www.research.net/r/RenewalWorks2277.o


From the Deacon’s Bench 
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By Deacon Helen M. Orlando 

 

Dear friends, 

The following is a resharing of a meditation I wrote on a long

- ago February day when Mike and I still lived in Haddonfield. 

I hope you find it meaningful. – Deacon Helen 

 

Seeing Jesus 

It is 3:30 on a Friday afternoon and I am thinking about 

“where I see Jesus.” Sometimes, it’s difficult… like now. I 

am stuck in after-school traffic on a dark, rainy afternoon. 

Looking through my windshield, I see only bare, black 

branches standing out against a gloomy sky, streams of 

black, gray and dingy white cars crawling down the street, and drizzle that is trying very hard to become 

full-fledged rain. There is no light or color anywhere. Where can I see Jesus in the dreary scene before 

me?  

 

Suddenly, I notice a group of high school students wearing brightly-colored backpacks. As they straggle 

along the damp sidewalk, their backs are bent under the accumulated weight of books, binders, spiral 

notebooks, pens, pencils, and the ever-present assignment notebook. As I continue to watch, I find myself 

beginning to look at the students one by one and imagining each backpack filled not with school supplies 

but with each individual student’s hopes and dreams, joys and sorrows, happiness and pain. Even though 

I have never seen these students before, this image calls me to pray for each of them. Jesus will know 

how to fill in the blanks in my prayers. 

 

And, as I pray, I know “where I see Jesus” on this stark and dreary afternoon. I see him at the side of each 

of those students, sharing their hopes and dreams, rejoicing in their times of joy and happiness, helping to 

bear their sorrows and pain, and always offering the gift of his healing love. I feel him within me; leading 

me to pray for young people I have never met and, most likely, never will. And I rejoice in the 

knowledge that he invites each of us into communion with him, that we may walk where he walks and 

love as he loves. 

 

Where do you see Jesus?  
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The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of February. 

Happy Birthday to them all! 

 

Feb. 1:  Sue Legnani, Sean Cureton 
Feb. 2:  Bob Spalding 
Feb. 4: Emma Ferguson, Sam Hilke  
Feb. 5:  Joseph Moore, Gia Caputo 
Feb. 7:  Mandy Hunter 
Feb. 12: James Smith, Cynthia Cullen, Carson Stout 
Feb. 13: Joanna Thacher 
Feb. 14: Bryan Stout, Brandon Manni, Brendan Moore, Dylan Hopp 
Feb. 15: Fran Mitchell 
Feb. 16: Barry Nealis, Rev. Terry Martin 
Feb. 17:  Jillian Anderson, Vincent Palazzi, Ken Klein 
Feb. 19: Jack Hobson 
Feb. 20: Mekenna Montgomery, Cheyenne Higginbotham 
Feb. 21: Rebecca Wright 
Feb. 22: Walker Neild  
Feb. 23: Kevin Cureton, Dalton Wu 
Feb. 25: Barbara Dane 
Feb. 26: Christopher McCrum, Donovan Wu, Caroline Adler 
Feb. 27: David Graham 
Feb. 28: John Dufala, Meredith Borrrell 
Feb. 29: Carol Hutcheon 
 

If you or a member of your family has a birthday in February that is not listed above, please contact 
the Parish Office. 

Birthday Prayers 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another 
year.  Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the 
days of his life: through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 

 

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be.  
Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall: 
and in his heart may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 
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Nativity Pageant 

Collage: Nativity Pageant at St. Peter’s on 1/2/2022. 

Collage Courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 
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MLK Weekend 

Collage: MLK Weekend at St. Peter’s in Sunday School 

Collage Courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Service Schedule 

Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m. 

 Family Eucharist ....................... 10:15 a.m. 

Weekdays 

Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ................ 10 a.m.  

Morning Prayer (Monday-Friday) .......... 9 a.m. 
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge  

The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 

Brendan Moore, Music Director      Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator    Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation 

Tel: 609-654-2963         Fax: 609-654-0401         http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org  Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow God in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 

.. 


