Good News

April 2022

From the Vestry: Let’s Do This!
By Steve Miller

Walk in the Spirit is BACK! 4/23 @ 9:30 AM

Happy Easter everyone! Let me introduce myself.
My name is Steve Miller, and for those of you that
know me, you know that I’m not new to St. Peter’s,
but I am new to the Vestry.

Join us on Saturday, April 23rd at the Rancocas
Nature Center (794 Rancocas Mt Holly Rd,
Westampton, NJ 08060). We will meet at the
Center and then choose a trail for our walk. Talk
to Tiffany Myers or Sara Cureton for more info.

As a new Vestry member let me first offer a sincere
“Thank You!” to all the members of the Vestry and
Reverend Valerie for guiding our church through
the pandemic with all the challenges they faced.
Now that we see the proverbial “light at the end of
the tunnel” it is time for all of us to take inventory
of what St. Peter’s has to offer, and move forward
in our post-pandemic world.

I was voted “most optimistic” in high school so I
would like to look forward to our future and see
what a great opportunity St. Peter’s has to increase
our congregation, solve it’s financial pandemic
needs and bring excitement to all of those
associated with our church, whether they are part of
our family or just visiting. There are so many
opportunities to be a part of all the fun! One of
those opportunities is to be a part of the Fundraising
Committee that I am lucky enough to be the head of
this year!
We have all kinds of great activities planned, but
I’ll be honest, we are looking for more
opportunities, and I think all of you have several
ideas that our church can benefit from this year!
Please join me on the Fundraising Committee (or
should I say “Fun” raising committee) by emailing
me at steve.miller@stpetersmedford.org or texting
me at 609-744-3229 and join the fun in raising
excitement and profits for St. Peter’s to continue to
share the love of God with all of us, and our
surrounding community.
I look forward to hearing from all of you! Thank
you for all of your support! Let’s Do This!
God Bless you all,
Steve

April Calendar Highlights
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG
April 9/10: Palm Sunday, 5, 7:45 & 10:15 am
St. Paul’s Breakfast Program
April 13:
Possible trip to St. Mark’s, Philly for
Tenebrae Service (talk to Rev. Valerie)
April 14:
Agape Meal, 6:30 pm
Maundy Thursday Service, 7:30 pm
April 15:
Good Friday Community Service Medford
Methodist, 12 noon
Good Friday Service, 7:30 pm
April 16:
Holy Saturday Service, 9:00 am
Easter Vigil, 8:00 pm
April 17:
Easter Day, 7:45 and 10:15 am with
Easter Egg Hunt following the 10:15
April 23:
Walk in the Spirit @ Rancocas Nature
Preserve

Healing Service every Wed. @ 10 AM in the Chapel
NOT meeting on 4/20.
Bible Study every Wed. @ 11 AM in the Library
NOT meeting on 4/20.

From the Priest-In-charge
By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling

Where Lightning Strikes
Some members of the congregation have noticed the purple chasuble (big poncho thing) I am wearing
during the season of Lent. (I’ve included a picture just in case you have not seen it.) I purchased these
vestments using a gift from St. Peter’s when I was ordained to the priesthood in 2005, so – in a way – they
are coming home again.
I was immediately captivated by this design when I saw it - a prominent lightning bolt zigzagging down to a
point on a hill off in the distance on a lush purple background. This picture tells a story. Actually, I think, it
tells many stories, if we use our imaginations. What is the lightning pointing to? What is happening there?
Who is there? As we draw closer and closer to the end of our Lenten journey this year, heading toward the
cross and empty tomb, these questions can offer us insight into our faith and what we are seeking from God.
[Aside: as you may know, purple can be used as the liturgical color for Advent and Lent. St. Peter’s usually
uses blue for Advent and has Lenten array set – a parchment color with oxblood appointments. I do prefer
purple for Lent, as it is the color of royalty, and we walk with our King to this throne, the cross.]
If we look at this design in Advent, the lightning could be Bethlehem, when God became incarnate and
lived with us. Although not an Advent story, the lightening could be when Jesus was baptized in the River
Jordan and we are told in verse 1:10 of Mark’s Gospel, “he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending.” While we usually think of a dove representing the Holy Spirit, I think the electric current of
lighting is a truthful representation of the Spirit’s awesome power.
In Lent, we have several places where that lightning could strike: Golgotha, the tomb, or even the Temple.
All of these places are charged with energy. At Golgotha, we bear witness to the cruel execution of an
innocent man. At the tomb we are confronted both with the dead body of our King, and then no body at all.
And the Temple, which Jesus said he would destroy and rebuilt in three days, and where the curtain was
torn in two when he dies.
If you look a bit more closely at the design, within the purple hills is a
path winding its way up toward the lightning. Some might think it
crazy to head toward such a danger; but remember that I am wearing
that garment while you are looking at it. From my perspective, I am
offering support and urgency to you to continue on your journey,
toward whatever you need to find at the top of that hill. It is not a
journey you need to take alone.
The place where the lightning strikes could, in fact, be you - the
inspiration of the Spirit, a profound recognition of God’s love, the
awesome freedom of reconciliation, the joy of accepting God’s gift of
grace. As we head toward our Easter celebration, now is the time to
consider what you need to feel that electrical charge in your soul, to be
changed and transformed to be like the resurrected Christ, which is what
the Church gathered is!
I do encourage you to participate as much as possible in the Holy Week
liturgies as they intentionally help us walk that path toward the cross.
We must go through Good Friday to get to Easter morning, where we
can then celebrate the awesome, electrifying and striking presence of
God in our lives every day.
May you have a blessed Holy Week and joyous Easter Season!
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Church & Home
By Tiffany Myers
Believe it or not, when my now-grown offspring were children, the rituals of Holy Week and Easter were
things they looked forward to – in as much as they were their favorite things at St. Peter’s. My son loved
the Agape meal on Maundy Thursday, while my daughter liked the foot-washing. They both liked the
garden ambience and the peace of spending an hour of prayer in the chapel on Good Friday; eventually, I
started bringing them to see Jesus’ Passion brought to life by young people not that many years older than
themselves. They liked the solemnity and candlelight of the Easter Vigil, but especially the dramatic
moment when the lights are flicked on and the organ plays, and they got to ring bells themselves. Making
noise in church – that was fun! (When they were young, we used to leave after that part of the service, I
confess, but they got to make their joyful noise first.) On Easter morning, they would put a flower the
cross, sing some of their favorite hymns, and do the Easter egg hunt.
I tell you about my children’s experiences of Holy Week and Easter because you may not realize that it’s
possible for children to be filled by the mystery and drama of these traditions, and to have fun even in this
week of “a lot of church” (which, I admit, my kids did complain about).
Granted, technology has only become more pervasive in the past several years. It’s hard for many of us,
including our children, to experience quiet, reflective moments. We have to make time to be alone with
our thoughts these days, without reaching for a device to distract and occupy us. “Doing” worship is so
different from playing a video game or watching a movie! But, we humans do love stories and rituals from
a young age, and the Triduum of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil are filled with
them! I encourage you to try bringing your kids to at least one of these services or one of the activities of
Holy Week – and may they have some “church fun” at St. Peter’s.
April Schedule
April 3 – Our multi-age Sunday School class will focus on the Last Supper (9-10AM).
April 10 – Palm Sunday. We will do a children’s Way of the Cross as our Sunday School lesson (910AM). Depending on weather, it may be outside. You are most welcome to join us!
April 15 – Good Friday. Live Stations of Christ’s Passion led by our J2A class during our 7:30PM service.
This is a very moving portrayal of the Passion where costumed actors silently pose in tableaux
representing the final events of Jesus’ life (pre-resurrected), from condemnation to burial. St. Peter’s
youth have been presenting this as a gift to the congregation for at least 20 years!
April 17 – Easter! Just before our 10:15 AM service, children can spell out the word “Alleluia”, the word
of joy we have not used during Lent. There will be some other participatory activities for children during
the service. Stay tuned for more details (possible children’s procession, flowering of the cross, etc.). Make
sure children join us for an egg hunt in our back yard after the service!
April 24 – Since it’s the end of Spring Break week, we will hold Children’s Chapel during the 10:15
service rather than our regular Sunday School. Any child from preschool through 2nd grade is invited to
come to our Chapel for the first part of the service; they will return to their parents in church in time for the
Liturgy of the Table.
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Body and Soul

RenewalWorks Update

By Edith Green, RN

By Sue Legnani

THE LORD HAS RISEN, HE HAS RISEN
INDEED.

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your
neighbor as yourself.” Luke 10:27

It’s that time in the Episcopal church calendar
when we celebrate the Lord’s resurrection. A time
of renewal, reflection and hope. Hope is
something we all need at this time on earth.

This scripture verse is the goal for all Christians
who want to grow in their spiritual lives. How
we accomplish this can take many paths, and
everyone is in a different place on the way.

Wars, climate change, pandemics surround us
leaving us with more questions than answers.
What are we to do? How will our lives change?
What will our ‘new normal’ look like?

Our RenewalWorks Team is now looking at what
the data has shown us about the development of
the spiritual growth of the members who took the
Spiritual Life Inventory, what is important to
them and what they want more of in terms of
support in their spiritual growth.

Perhaps it is time to renew our faith. I am sure
that God is sad to see we humans suffer. He has
not promised us a rose garden, but he has
promised us eternal life if we only follow Him
and believe. Sounds so easy but it’s not as most
of you know. Daily life surrounds us filling our
time with mundane things that we know have to
be done. Cooking, cleaning, laundry and all those
other things that take our time.

We will use this information to inform and to
strengthen aspects of our parish life. At the end of
the workshops that the team is participating in, a
report will be given to the vestry and the
congregation that will outline the mission of our
parish to reinvigorate the church and our own
spiritual lives with a renewed focus on
discipleship.
I want to repeat that we are not looking to change
everything about St. Peter’s. We do want to look
closely at what our parishioners feel would help
them in their personal spiritual growth and life
together.

Now, it’s time to step back at this time of renewal
and thank God for all the good stuff we have in
our lives. And we can all find something to be
thankful for. It’s time to let go and let God as a
wise person once said. Do what you are able to
help with causes close to your heart and listen
very carefully to hear God clapping.

The RenewalWorks Team is looking forward to
presenting this report to our vestry and
congregation in the near future.

And finally: “There are more tears shed over
answered prayers than over unanswered prayers.”
- Saint Teresa

Please let us know if you have any questions. We
will be happy to talk to you about you questions
or concerns.
If you are interested in participating in a personal
inventory of your spiritual life, you can go to
episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love/my-way-of-love/.
In Christ,
Sue Legnani
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From the Deacon’s Bench
By Deacon Helen M. Orlando
Dear Friends in Christ,
Those of you who have known me for a long time know that I keep a file of prayers and reflections that I
find particularly challenging or meaningful. The following material was written by the Right Reverend
Alexander D. Stewart, who was Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts from 1970 to
1984. As we approach Holy Week, I offer it to you as a basis for honest self-examination as we near Holy
Week and pray that each of us may be reborn to a joyous Easter. -- Deacon Helen
Jesus was careless about himself; we are careful.
Jesus was courageous; we are cautious.
Jesus trusted the untrustworthy; we trust those who have good collateral.
Jesus forgave the unforgivable; we forgive those who do not deeply hurt us.
Jesus was righteous and laughed at respectability; we are respectable and smile at righteousness.
Jesus was meek; we are ambitious.
Jesus saved others; we save ourselves as much as we can.
Jesus had no place to lay his head and did not worry about it; we fret because we lack the latest convenience.
Jesus did what he believed to be right regardless of consequences; we determine what is right by how it will
affect us.
Jesus feared God but not the world; we fear public opinion more that we fear the judgment of God.
Jesus risked everything for God; we make religion a refuge from every risk.
Jesus took up the cross; we neither take it up nor lay it town, but merely let it stand.
Jesus was a scandal…
to the Jews, proud of their tradition,
to the scribes, proud of the Law,
to the priest, proud of the temple,
to his family, proud of their respectability,
to the disciples, “possessed” by their ambitions.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When we give out rewards, I would prefer to be found
To have erred on the side of grace,
rather than judgment:
To have loved too much,
rather than to little;
To have forgiven the underserving,
rather than refused forgiveness to one who deserved it;
To have fed a parasite,
rather than to have neglected one who was truly hungry;
To have been taken advantage of,
rather than to have taken undue advantage;
To have believed too much in my brothers,
rather than to little;
To have been wrong on the side of too much trust,
rather than too much cynicism;
To have believed the best and been wrong,
rather than to have believed the worst and been right.
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PARISH NEWS
Easter Home Communion—We invite each of you to gather in
worship at any of our Easter services, but realize that some of you may
be unable to do so due to illness or disability. If this is the case for you
or someone you know, please contact Deacon Helen by leaving a
message at the church office (609-654-2963) or by emailing her at
dcnhelen@stpetersmedford.org. During Eastertide, Rev. Valerie+ and
Deacon Helen will be bringing Holy Communion to all of our known
homebound and ill parishioners and will be happy to visit you or any
other parishioner in need.
Lenten Almsgiving Weekend #2 - Saturday & Sunday, April 2 & 3, 2022—Come, learn about St. Peter’s
partnership with Redemption School in Gonaives, Haiti. This will be the second of our two Lenten Almsgiving
Weekends. All donations will be divided evenly between Episcopal Relief & Development’s Global Fund and
Redemption School. If you are unable to attend services and would like to mail in a donation, please make the
check payable to St. Peter’s Episcopal Church and write “Almsgiving Weekend” on the memo line. Thank you.

Saint Peter’s Rummage Sale Returns on Saturday, May 14, 2022 from 8am12pm—Mark your calendar, clean out your closets and watch future bulletins for
further details and ways you can help make this year’s Rummage Sale a success!
All proceeds of the sale will benefit the students and faculty of Redemption School,
Haiti.
Episcopal Church Women Student Service Award, Application Deadline 5/1/2022—The Episcopal Church
Women recognizes those young people who continue to serve their churches and communities with their
Student Service Award. High School Seniors who attend churches in the Diocese of New Jersey are eligible to
apply, as are those students who will be enrolled in undergraduate studies during the coming academic year.
Applications and supporting materials as detailed in the application are due by May 1, and may be submitted
by mail or email as noted on the application, available here.
Van Duzer Scholarship Award, Application Deadline 5/1/2022—The Van Duzer Scholarship recognizes
high school students in the Diocese of New Jersey for service to the church and to the community. For details
and an application, go to this link.

Anti-Racism Training Spring Session: Fridays from 7-9 PM on April 29th, May 6th, 13th, 20th, and 27th with a
follow-up session on June 24th. The training course is led by members of the Anti-Racism Training Team. Each
week leading up to the Friday Zoom session, participants will complete online self-study lessons that take
roughly two hours per day to complete at times that fit your schedule. The material consists of recorded
lectures, videos, and articles that provide you with a historical overview of systemic racism in America to help
you understand its impact on society and on individual lives. The fee to participate is $100.00 and participants
must attend all sessions to earn a Certificate of Completion. To register, click on this link. If you are unable to
use the link, or if you have questions, please contact the Rev. Canon Theodore Moore, Dcn.
at tmoore12@comcast.net or Canon Noreen Duncan at noreen.duncan@att.net.
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Ministries that Need YOUR Participation
HELP WANTED
Nursery Care
We’d like to offer nursery care for our youngest members. This is a ministry that
provides parents time to worship without distraction, knowing that their little ones are
safely playing nearby. Teens and adults can volunteer. Please contact our office to
volunteer; we will set up a schedule as soon as we can. Thank you in advance to those
who will minister to our families with little ones!

Maundy Thursday Agape Meal
April 14th at 6:30 PM in Williams Parish Hall
Let’s have a meal together! After two years of very limited fellowship, we are bringing back
the tradition of the Agape Meal prior to the Maundy Thursday service.
Please sign up in the Narthex to bring soup, bread, cheese, wine or other beverage, fruit or
salads. It is a wonderful opportunity to brake bread together as we beginning the Triduum
(Holy Three Days).
Foot Washing during Maundy Thursday service
This is an appeal from your Priest-in-Charge to participate in the foot
washing. She doesn’t care about the status of your feet—they need to be
cared for. Peter, too, did not want to submit to Jesus’s request, but even he
eventually humbled himself to do it. Please consider following his example.
Live Stations of the Passion
We need people to join with our J2A class as silent actors and readers. We are looking
primarily for youth from 6th grade through college to participate but also welcome adults
to take part. (One year, a few of our adults made excellent Roman guards.) We meet at
4PM on Good Friday, April 15th, to choose costumes for everyone, and to rehearse the
stations several times. At 6:15 PM, we break for pizza, do a final run-through in costume
before the service begins at 7:30 PM. Please contact Tiffany ASAP about this (by April
8th). Thank you in advance to all who will give St. Peter’s this beautiful portrayal.
tiffany.myers@stpetersmedford.org
Easter Egg Hunt—Candy needed and help hiding eggs!
Candy donations are appreciated! A basket for individually-wrapped candy is in the
Narthex through April 10th.
On Easter morning, middle school and high school teens are invited to help prepare
our Easter Egg hunt beginning at 9:15 AM; we’ll fill treat bags with candy and to
hide eggs outside. Contact Tiffany by April 10th to volunteer. Thank you!
tiffany.myers@stpetersmedford.org
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Bishop Search Timeline
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The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of April.
Happy Birthday to them all!
April 1: Michael Krug
April 2: Jack Miller, Katiusca McEntee
April 3:Katelyn Adler, Lucy Hilke
April 4: April Foga
April 5: Jim Anderson, Debbie Donnelly
April 6: Maurice Marietti, Brett Beyer
April 8:Wayne Crawford, Brayden McGinley, Susan Bartello
April 9: Mary Allan, Judy Gasparre
April 10: Ashley Stout
April 11: Caleb Garofalo
April 12: Avery Rubano
April 13: Peggy Thacher, Joe Santangelo
April 14: Chris Fallon
April 16:Jennifer Buzby, Beth Toale, Rubina Canal, Lucille Canal
April 19: Sandy Follman
April 21: Bob Waller
April 22: Paul Kauffman, Coleen Griffith
April 23: Barbara Canonico
April 24: Maeci Moore
April 26: Joseph Kelly, Susan Fanjoy, Craig Higginbotham
April 30: Barbara Ball
If you or a member of your family has a birthday in April that is not listed above, please contact the Parish
Office.
Birthday Prayers
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another year. Grant that
he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life: through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen. (BCP, p. 830)
Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be. Strengthen him when he
stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall: and in his heart may thy peace which
passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, p. 830)
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Happy Easter From Haiti

Happy Easter

From the Episcopal Church of Saint Basil the Great and the
Faculty and Students of Redemption School in Gonaives, Haiti
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM

Photos:
Top Right (Collage):
Lent Workshop
Bottom Right: Stations of the
Cross
Photos & Collage Courtesy of
Tiffany Myers.
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
..

One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ 08055
The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge
The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon
Brendan Moore, Music Director
Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation
Tel: 609-654-2963
Fax: 609-654-0401
http://www.stpetersmedford.org
Email: office@stpetersmedford.org Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org
Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service.
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
1 Hartford Road
Medford, NJ 08055

Service Schedule
Saturday Eucharist ........................................... 5 p.m.
Sunday Traditional Eucharist ........................ 7:45 a.m.
Family Eucharist............................... 10:15 a.m.
Weekdays
Wednesday Healing Eucharist in Chapel ........ 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study in Library ................. 11 a.m.
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