Good News

May 2022

VESTRY NEWS
By Maureen Joos

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you
should go. I will guide you with my eye.
Psalm 32:8
The things which are impossible with humans are
possible with God
Luke 18:27
The Vestry at St. Peter’s is a committed group of
men and women from all backgrounds, professions,
who attend different services and have various
agendas.

We are not a board of directors for a business or non
profit, just regular members of St. Peter’s who are
willing to give of their time and get together
generally once a month to discuss not only the
health and well being of the Church, but to come
together spiritually.
Rev. Valerie is a member of the vestry and she
chairs the meetings. She is not a CEO hired by a
board of directors, rather she is a partner who works
with the vestry in every aspect.
Once a year, one or two people on the Vestry who
have completed their time serving will step down
and it then becomes necessary to replace that
person.
This is the time we look within our parish to see if
someone would be willing to step up and have some
fun!!

We start the evening with prayer and then read
a passage from the Bible. We reflect on the
meaning of the scripture and discuss our
thoughts.
We have an agenda for the evening outlined by
Rev. Valerie, which includes any new or old
business matters that need to be addressed. Each
chair submits a report that outlines the activity
of that service.
At this time of writing we do have openings on
the Vestry. A Junior Warden position as well as
two vestry positions, namely Grounds and
Stewardship.
If you have an inkling that this might be
something you would like to do, seek out any
vestry member and have a chat.
We have a lot of laughs and good fellowship is
had by all. We support one another, offer
suggestions and in particular are always looking
and searching for ways to reach out not only to
our parish, but to the community.

May Calendar Highlights
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG
Sun., May 8th
Tue., May 10th
Sat., May 14th
Sat., May 21st
Mon, May 30th

Mother’s Day
St. Paul’s Breakfast Program, 7:30 am
Vestry Meeting, 7:00 pm
Rummage Sale, 8:00 am
Diocesan Baccalaureate Service, 4 PM
At Trinity Cathedral in Trenton
Possible Walk in the Spirit
Where: TBD
Office Closed for Memorial Day

Healing Service every Wed. @ 10 AM in the Chapel
Bible Study every Wed. @ 11 AM in the Library

From the Priest-In-charge
By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling
“Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries. Moreover, it is required of stewards that
they should be found trustworthy.” 1 Corinthians 4:1-2
Easter blessings to you all. During the season of Easter, we live into the wonderous mysteries of Jesus’s resurrection,
offering ourselves as Christ’s body in the world. As Paul reminds us, we are called to be good stewards of all that we
have been given and remain faithful to the abundance of God’s love and mercy, of which there is no limit. The Church,
as Christ’s body, should always celebrate and share all that we have from God.
The Church as an institution must also function as a good steward of the resources it has. The members of the Vestry,
fellow parishioners elected to help lead and maintain our institution, are charged with being trustworthy in managing the
part of God’s kingdom we call St. Peter’s. It has been challenging to offer our ministry during the pandemic, and the
Vestry has worked diligently to “labor on” as best as we can.
A significant reason we were able to endure during 2020 and 2021 was through the assistance we received from the
Payroll Protection Program (PPP). In both years, we received loans of just over $40,000 each, which have hence
become grants. These grants filled a critical gap in our income. As mentioned at the Annual Finance meeting in
February (it was rescheduled due to a blizzard), there is no PPP available in 2022. The Vestry knew 2022 would be a
challenge financially, and the time has come to acknowledge the difficult truth that St. Peter’s cannot continue to operate
as we have in the past.
The size of the ministry at St. Peter’s has decreased significantly over the past decade. Members have passed or moved
away, and we have fewer young families and people taking their place. There are many societal factors that have
contributed to this reduction, and it is being felt in all denominations and other non-profit/service organizations. The
pandemic exacerbated the situation by limiting participation in such activities that thrive on personal interaction. Many
people have not returned to participating in this ministry.
We are now at a defining moment when we need to “right size” the ministry we can offer at St. Peter’s with the
resources we have available. The Vestry members and I, as good and trustworthy stewards, are making some difficult
decisions on where and how we can make budget cuts, as well as what we can do to increase our income. We cannot
rely on any one (or even several) fundraising effort to fill a $70,000 budget gap. As of the end of the April 2022, we
already have a deficit of $20,500. The Vestry voted to pause our payment of our Diocesan Marks of Mission Giving
pledge and has met to discuss budgetary priorities.
We will be making an appeal in May to the members of congregation to address this need. Our hope is that such an effort
to cover our operating expenses will be for 2022 only during this bridge between not having a PPP grant and being
realistic about our fundraising and stewardship capability. The Vestry understands that doing this will affect the
congregation’s ability to give toward capital projects, such as the altar screen and roof repairs. We need to reconfigure
our firm foundation first.
I apologize to those for whom this is a surprise. I do not like giving people difficult news, especially when everyone is
already stressed about so much of life. I am sure I have erred on the side of positivity and encouragement when
addressing our stewardship and financial concerns. I am speaking the truth in love that I absolutely believe God is not
done with the ministry of St. Peter’s AND that we cannot continue as we have.
We remain faithful to the ministry we share with God in our part of God’s awesome kingdom. I ask for your prayers as
we seek guidance from the Holy Spirit to help us be good stewards of all that is given to us.
A Prayer for the Right Use of God’s Gifts
Almighty God, whose loving hand has given us all that we possess: Grant us grace that we may honor you with our
substance, and, remembering the account which we must one day give, may be faithful stewards of your bounty, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
In Christ,
Rev. Valerie+
2

Church & Home
By Tiffany Myers
It’s been wonderful to see more children in church for Easter Sunday and for a baptism. Children are always
welcome and are a gift of young energy to our congregation!
Speaking of children in church, sometimes parents need a break. We are still looking for teens and adults to
provide the ministry of nursery care for infants and young children (up to age 4) during the 10:15 service.
To staff our nursery, we need one adult or two teens each Sunday, with each volunteer scheduled once per
month. Please consider this ministry. As parishioner Gena Krug remembers from when her children were
young , it’s a welcome gift for parents to have a quiet hour to spend in worship without the distraction of their
little ones. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for you, or you may contact tiffany.myers@stpetersmedford.org.
The prayers you hung on our Lenten Prayer Tree were brought to the altar as an offering on Easter. During
the fifty days of Easter, you are invited to now make it an Easter Tree – which is a German tradition – by
hanging a paper egg on which you write an Easter message or prayer and/or decorate with stickers.
The Diocese has shared a reflections resource for the Easter season called 50 Days of Wonder. If you are on
Facebook, you may have noticed that we are sharing one of these questions each day and invite your
comments. If you are not on Facebook, you can find a copy of the questions on the long table in the narthex
or at this link: 50 Days of Wonder.
A big thank you to the youth and adults who enabled us to continue St. Peter’s tradition of presenting the
Live Stations of the Passion on Good Friday: Elizabeth Adler, Katelyn Adler, Matthew Adler, Banks Arole,
Lara Arole, Matt Datillo, Charlotte LaRue, Steve Miller, Ken Montgomery, Avery Rubano, and Evan
Scarpulla. Thank you for this gift of beautifully bringing the Passion to life for us.
I’d also like to thank everyone who donated candy for the Easter egg hunt treat bags! We had enough left
over to fill a piñata with which to continue our Easter celebration in Sunday School.
Upcoming Schedule
May 1 – Multi-age Sunday School class 9-10AM
May 8 – J2A serves at St. Paul’s Breakfast Program; Multi-age Sunday School class 9-10AM

May 15 – Multi-age Sunday School class 9-10AM
May 22 – Multi-age Sunday School class 9-10AM
May 29 – No class; Memorial Day weekend
June 5 – Pentecost and the last day of Sunday School for our multi-age class!
Note: For the rest of June (after June 5), we will offer Children’s Chapel during the 10:15 AM service for
ages 3-2nd grade.
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Body and Soul

Ministry Opportunities

By Edith Green, RN

Nursery Volunteers Wanted
We’d like to offer nursery
care for our youngest
members. This is a ministry
that provides parents time to
worship without distraction,
knowing that their little ones
are safely playing nearby. Teens and adults can
volunteer. Please contact our office to volunteer; we
will set up a schedule as soon as we can. Thank you
in advance to those who will minister to our
families with little ones!

Easter has gone, Christ has risen, all is right with
the world! No, all is not right with the world.
Even after Christ had come out of his tomb and
had work to do before he went to heaven on the
40th day, things were not going well in that
world. Just as all is not right in our world today.
We have wars, injustices, poverty, divisions
among nations, states and families. God is not just
a little sad but VERY sad.
In Jesus’ time, those who followed Jesus Christ
had to meet in secret, they were persecuted, harassed, threatened. But they stood firm, putting
their lives at risk.
Finally there came a day when Jesus went to
heaven and those followers were left to wonder
what would happen? Who would lead them?

Hospitality Hosts for Fellowship Time
It has been a delight to gather together after
worship for some coffee (or other beverage) and
conversation. We would love to continue to offer
this time to gather (and maybe even sit down in the
Parish Hall). We need hosts to set up, make some
coffee, bring a little something to eat, and clean up.
Help and training available! Sign up in the
Narthex. We hope to continue this at least through
the end of June.

As they pondered this in a secret place, there
came upon them the hold spirit. It came in the
form of winds and people speaking in tongues.
They understood what they heard and went on to
do great things.
Even Peter, who until then didn’t get it, became a
solid statesman. That group was the foundation of
Christianity as we know it, the birthday of the
church.
Is all right with your world as you know it? Most
of it right? A little right? If each of us tries to
make our little piece of the world right, would
that make a difference? God thinks so and so do I.

Parish Register
BAPTISMS
Dashel Patrick Stewart, son of John and
Maria Stewart, April 24th

And a Happy Mother’s Day to all. Those who are
mothers, those who have mothers and those
whose mothers are resting in heaven.

WEDDINGS
None
MEMORIAL SERVICES
Mary Melissa Shone, April 23rd
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From the Deacon’s Bench
By Dcn. Helen M. Orlando
Introducing Father Walin Decamps of Redemption School & St. Matthew’s School, Haiti
Some of you know by now that Father Joseph Diegue, priest-in-charge of Redemption School since 2015,
retired at the end of August, 2021. The new priest-in-charge is the Rev. Walin Decamps. Like Father
Diegue, he is also the priest-in-charge of St. Matthew’s School in Bayonnais, Haiti. Below is my email
explaining the nature of our partnership and informing him that we have sent our final payment towards our
pledge for 2021. When I received no response, I sent a WhatsApp message asking whether Father Decamps
had received the funds we sent and mentioning that I would be meeting him during his May 2022 visit to
Grace Church in Amherst, Mass. I am happy that, as of now, Tiffany Myers and my husband, Mike, will be
joining in that meeting! We look forward to reporting back to you afterwards. -- Deacon Helen
Dear Father Decamps,
You may have heard from Father Diegue that there has been a partnership between Institut La Redemption
and St. Peter's Episcopal Church since 2014. Here is a brief history of our partnership to date: St. Peter's has
pledged to provide $2,000.00 USD each year to pay faculty salaries for the primary school and help meet
emergency needs. You should have received an email from me dated March 23, 2022 about a wire transfer
sent to complete our pledge for the year 2021. We are now working to raise the money to cover the first half
of our pledge for 2022.
Our congregations have been praying for each other and have communicated by exchanging emails and
photos. Father Jean Fils Chery visited St. Peter's in 2014. In 2016, I and a member of our church [Sue
Legnani] visited Saint Basile le Grand and La Redemption. We continue to have fond memories of Father
Diegue and his wife, who hosted us during that visit.
Sandy Muspratt (whom you know) and I have been discussing a new way for St. Peter's to continue to
support La Redemption while helping more Haitian children complete their primary education. The plan is
for St. Peter's to provide full scholarships to graduates of L'Ecole Saint Matthieu [St. Matthew’s School] so
that they will be able to attend Institut La Redemption for grades 7-9. I look forward to discussing this plan
with you during your visit to Grace Church, Amherst (Massachusetts) in May.
May your Holy Week be blessed and your Eastertide, joyous.
Faithfully, The Rev. Helen Orlando, Deacon - St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Medford, NJ USA
Response from Father Decamps (Edited to correct English)
Ahhh, my friend and partner in the Lord’s vineyard! It is such a pleasure I receive this your kind note. I do
apologize for the delay to respond to your message sooner. Mea maxima culpa! On behalf of all who had
benefited from it, especially the whole institution of La Redemption, I thank you so deeply. Please convey
our thankfulness and gratitude to all at St. Peter's who had contributed to send this generous gift. Father
Ajax was so useful to us here. It is with excitement that I am waiting to see you all next month.
Love and peace!
Fr. Walin Decamps
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PARISH NEWS

The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of May.
Happy Birthday to them all!
May 2: Thomas Kresky
May 3: Mark Tressel
May 4: Joan Andrews
May 5: Michele Seigel
May 6: Larry Dischert, Veronica Stewart
May 7: Katherine Orey, Tyler Seigel, Lara Arole
May 11: Laurel Smith
May 12: Annie Brown, Tom Williams
May 13: Ethan Wright
May 14: Josie Nealis, Judy Bowen-Ashwin
May 15: Alec Rodden
May 17: Elizabeth Reed
May 18: John Colaianni, Georgia Griffith
May 19: Amy Moore
May 20: Bob Waller
May 21: Tara Dufala
May 22: Judy Croll, Skip Dane
May 25: Andrew Little, Mathew Palazzi, Grayson Myers, Justin Wright
May 27: Jacob Trinity
May 28: The Rev. Henrietta Lavengood, Dave Smith, Catherine Krug
May 29: David Ball, Ethan Hansen
May 30: Loren Manni, Lorelei Klein
If you or a member of your family has a birthday in May that is not listed above, please contact the Parish
Office.
Birthday Prayers
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another year. Grant
that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life: through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, p. 830)
Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be. Strengthen him when
he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall: and in his heart may thy peace which
passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, p. 830)
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Annual Rummage Sale

Everything you Need to Know about…
St. Peter’s Rummage Sale!
Saturday, May 14 from 8am – 12 noon
Rain or Shine
Proceeds benefit the students and staff of Redemption School, Haiti
How Can I Help?
Talk it Up! Tell everyone you know about our upcoming sale.

Volunteer to…
Sort & Price items Wednesday, Thursday or Friday before the sale (9am-noon; 1-3pm, 7-9pm)
Work on the day of the sale (Volunteer for an hour or more between 8am &noon)
Help Pack Up after the Sale (Noon-1pm)
Drive Unsold Items to Good Will (approximately 12:30pm-end)
To volunteer for an hour or more, use the sign-up sheets on the round table in Williams Hall or
contact Deacon Helen at 609-238-5093 or dcnhelen@stpetersmedford.org. There are lots of
ways to help AND to get to know other parishioners!

When Can I Bring My Donations of Saleable Items to St. Peter’s?
Drop Off your Sale Items from Sunday, May 8 through Thursday, May 12 at 7pm. Please leave all
donations between the exterior and interior entrance doors to Williams Hall.
We especially appreciate donations of…Clean clothing in good condition, glassware sets,
dish sets, pots and pans, bakeware, home decorative items, area rugs (clean), shoes, handbags and
purses, CDs and DVDs, children’s books and toys.
We are unable to accept…Swimsuits, sleepwear, undergarments, socks, slippers, exercise equipment, luggage, large or heavy furniture (small items OK), TVs and other electronics, books (other
than children’s books).

Thank You for Your Support!
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM

Top Left: Baptism 4/24
\Bottom Right: Thank you for presenting
the Live Stations of the Passion!
Photos Courtesy of: Tiffany Myers
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Easter at St. Peter’s

Top Left: Flowering the cross on Easter
Bottom Right: Easter children’s sermon
Photos Courtesy of: Tiffany Myers
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
..

One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ 08055
The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge
The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon
Brendan Moore, Music Director
Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation
Tel: 609-654-2963
Fax: 609-654-0401
http://www.stpetersmedford.org
Email: office@stpetersmedford.org Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org
Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service.
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
1 Hartford Road
Medford, NJ 08055

Service Schedule
Saturday Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m.
Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m.
Family Eucharist....................... 10:15 a.m.
Weekdays
Wednesday, Healing Eucharist................ 10 a.m.
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