Good News

June 2022

From the Vestry
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Recently the Vestry has been reaching out to inform
you of the financial challenges that we face at St.
Peter's. They are very real, but also fixable if we come
together to support our ministry. Planning for our
future, however, involves much more than budgets and
bank accounts.
As we navigate this period of transition back into more
in-person worship and programs, we also need to
celebrate and reinvigorate our various ministries. While
the school year is winding down and many of us are
planning summer vacations, this is actually a great time
to start thinking about the fall and what we would like
to do together at our church.
All vestry members, participants and leaders of
ministries at St. Peter's (choir, altar guild, vestry,
outreach ministries, teachers, that means you!) are
cordially invited to a light lunch and planning session
following the 10:15 service on June 12, 2022.
If you are not currently involved, but would like to be,
come along! We will take this opportunity to take what
we learned from the Spiritual Life Inventory and our
own best ideas to think about our next steps together
and how to achieve them. It is exciting when we dream
together!
If you plan to attend, please take a moment to RSVP to
the church office at office@stpetersmedford.org or 609
-654-2963. If you do that by Friday June 10, it will
make food planning much easier. But in any event,
please join us!
Sara Cureton
Senior Warden

PLEASE NOTE—there are 2 events in June, one on
Tuesday, June 7th and the other on Sunday, June 12th.
They are NOT the same program. Both are open to all
parishioners.

Walking in the Spirit
You're invited to walk with us on Saturday, June
18th, from 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, at Atsion State
Park.
Walking in the Spirit begins and ends in prayer,
bookending a walk together to enjoy both fellowship and God's beautiful creation on a local trail.
In June, we'll do a portion of this hike:
https://www.njhiking.com/best-hikes-in-nj-wharton
-atsion-quaker-bridge/
Parking: N39 44.525 W74 43.555
Address: Atsion Office,
744 US-206,
Shamong, NJ 08088
If you have any questions, contact Sara Cureton or
Tiffany Myers.

June Calendar Highlights
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG
Thurs. June 2nd Convocation Meeting 7PM Zoom or St.
Andrew’s, Mt. Holly
th
Sun., June 5
Pentecost –WEAR RED!
th
Tue. June 7
Going Deeper with RenewalWorks
6:30-8:30 PM
th
Sun. June 12 Trinity Sunday
St. Paul’s Breakfast Program, 7:30 am
Visioning Session Luncheon 11:30am
Tue., June 14th Vestry Meeting, 7:00 pm
Sat., June 18th Walking in the Spirit, 9:30 am
Sun., June 19th Father’s Day
Wed. June 29th Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul
Rev. Valerie will be away on vacation from 6/17-24

Lisa Minerd will be away on vacation from 6/27-7/1
THE CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED THAT WEEK

From the Priest-In-charge
By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling

“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” John 10:10
Through the 50 days of Easter, we have celebrated the reality of Jesus’s glorious resurrection from the dead.
As we approach the day of Pentecost, when the Church remembers the awesome gift of the Holy Spirit to
all who believe, we should consider how we can live an abundant life. This can feel challenging in our
current context, be we have to remember we are called to THRIVE, not just survive.
What does “abundant life” look like? We very much need to think beyond material items for this concept,
which is counter to what the “world” teaches us. (Other than his clothes, we are not sure what Jesus owned,
and even his clothes were taken from him and gambled away.) For God, abundance is not about quantity
but quality. Abundant life is about love and sharing that love with others, deepening our relationships with
God and each other. We thrive when we learn how to multiply love through presence and prayer.
Being present with others seems fairly easy, but we also know it is challenging to simply be and not want to
“fix” or “act” in some way. It takes practice to be with someone and not feel like we need to make the
situation better or offer advice of what to do. We are, in fact, doing something by sharing God’s love
without judgement or conditions.
In a world where many feel isolated and alone, helping someone know that they are loved is powerful. It is
ironic that in our hyper-connected world, we have lost the thread of how to be “community” with each
other. And in places where we do find community, like schools and churches, there are often too many
judgements made that diminish rather than build up. Wanting to feel superior to the other is a cruel side of
human nature—one we have to work against, especially in the Church. All should be made to believe they
are worthy just because they are.
Perhaps the best place for us to deepen our relationships is with ourselves, as we are called to love our
neighbors as ourselves. We must believe we are worthy of God’s love and have, indeed, received Jesus’s
gift of the Holy Spirit to be able to share it with others. If we have skipped that step, we can do more harm
than good.
This is why we need to pray, and not necessarily with words. Abundant life overflows with a sense of
connection with God, being present to God. Worship is a particular form of prayer that we share as a
community to offer our praise and thanksgiving, as well as repentance and petitions. We also need to time
each day to feel the Divine moving in and around us. For some, yoga or meditation fulfills that need; other
hear the Spirit in the Scriptures or stories of the faithful who have gone before. It takes time and attention
to develop a quality connection with God, so we must be diligent.
As a community of faith, we want all members to thrive in their abundant life, to feel connected to self,
neighbor, and God. To learn more how to do that, the Vestry and I invite you to come participate in a
program on Tuesday, June 7th from 6:30-8:30 PM. We will hear what we learned from our participation in
the RenewalWorks Program (more on that from Sue Legnani on page 4). And we will discuss what our
community needs to deepen our relationship with God through presence and prayer.
Here is one of my favorite prayers that helps me feel present to the Holy Spirit:
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in us the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit
and we shall be created. And you shall renew the face of the earth. Amen.
May we all feel “fired up” to live life abundantly every day!
In Christ,
Rev. Valerie+
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Church & Home
By Tiffany Myers
Sunday School Wraps Up - Our 2021-22 Sunday School year comes to an end on June 5 when we have our
last class. A hearty thank you to those parents and children who attended our Multi-age class this year. PreK
through 5th grade is a big range, but I think they bonded with one another and engaged with the stories, crafts,
and games. I hope they enjoyed our sessions as much as I did. J
This year, we focused on some Old Testament figures, some Gospel stories, and we explored many types of
prayer. If you are curious to see some of what we were up to this 2021-22 year, check out the bulletin board
in the hallway opposite the nursery, and/or see many of our crafts displayed in our Sunday School classroom.
Thank you to the adults who helped us this year, too. Tina Rubano helped teach some classes in the fall, Sara
Dattilo subbed for me on May 22 (with an assist from her teen Joey , thanks!), and Loren Manni made
pretzels with the kids one Sunday in Lent – for fun, yes, but also as a symbol of the importance of prayer
(pretzels are shaped like hands folded across your body in prayer).
Our J2A class has been persevering through busy schedules and COVID. We are all grateful to Beckie
McCammitt and Kristine Adler for leading these teens through this program. Our Rite 13 class for 6th-7th
grade fizzled, unfortunately, because we simply needed more participants to make it work. I hope to either
revive this class for next year or offer something else so that this middle school age group will have some
type of Christian Formation program. It’s an important age, and I regret that we didn’t meet their spiritual
needs this year.
Opportunities to serve our children - We would love for you to consider being a Sunday School teacher for
2022-23 – beginning after Labor Day. Other opportunities to minister to our kids are by leading Children’s
Chapel or becoming a nursery volunteer. Regarding the nursery, volunteers would shepherd our infants,
toddlers, and preschoolers during the 10:15 service. Please consider this if you are a teen or adult and express
your willingness and availability to provide this ministry on the sign-up in our narthex (clip board propped up
on long table). It may not happen until fall at this point, but we do have families who are interested in having
this option for their little ones. Remember that you would be offering a gift to both the little ones and their
parents.
Intergenerational Workshop for Pentecost - For Pentecost, we will set up a self-guided Intergenerational
Pentecost Workshop, with three stations to prompt reflection, for adults and for children (plus alternate
stations for toddlers and preschoolers). Thanks to our Diocese for this workshop idea. We hope you will find
it meaningful.
Children’s Chapel This Summer- Following our last day of Sunday School on June 5, we will have
Children’s Chapel for ages 3 through 2nd grade during our 10:15 service. This is something we offered a few
times during the year when there was no Sunday School. Children’s Chapel includes prayers, songs, stories,
and if time, a simple activity like coloring. We’ll start with June 12, 19, and 26; if it’s well attended, we’ll
continue offering Children’s Chapel in July and August. You are welcome to bring your children back to our
chapel when you arrive for the service; they will find you again in the sanctuary in time for the Liturgy of the
Table portion of the service.
Summer - Summer projects for Christian Formation include organizing a parent survey or meeting to discuss
your spiritual and practical needs and how we can support you, creating a “Faith & Feelings” packet and other
children’s worship resources, and hopefully one or two fun and simple family-friendly events open to
everyone during the summer months. Stay tuned, and stay in touch with us this summer!
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Moving Forward With RenewalWorks
By Sue Legnani

Over the course of five meetings, including three in-person and two virtual meetings, the members of the St.
Peter’s RenewalWorks Team participated in the four workshops that are designed to help chart a course
marked by deeper spiritual growth and experienced through a growing love of God and neighbor. We began to
answer these questions: How we can move forward in changing times? What are we called to do and be? Our
work with RenewalWorks offers a way for our congregation to address these questions by remembering Jesus’
teaching, “Love God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your
mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” (Luke 10:27), and by reconnecting with a call to discipleship, focusing
on growing hearts, and transforming the church, one person at a time.
In our workshops the Team looked at:
#1: Where have we been? This workshop explored the spiritual journey that we are all on.
#2: Where are we now? The second workshop addressed the first half of the report from St. Peter’s
Spiritual Life Inventory (SLI) that many of our parishioners took. This provided a clear picture of
where our congregation is now and a baseline for planning future spiritual growth initiatives.
#3: Where do we feel called to go? By using best practice principles based on vital congregations from
around the country and the second chapter of the SLI report, the Team imagined what our church could
look like if we put these practices into action.
#4: How do we get there? In this workshop we considered priorities and specific plans to move forward in
the spiritual journey of our congregation, including the leadership of St. Peter’s. The team produced
four priorities to embed in future programming and ministries as well as to emphasize a cultural shift
that refocuses our parish life and ministry on spiritual growth.
What did the Spiritual Life Inventory tell us about St. Peter’s?
The Spiritual Life Inventory showed that those who took it want bold, church-wide initiatives. In other words,
we, the parishioners of St. Peter’s, are not complacent in our faith, and we want to go deeper in our spiritual
journey. There is a strong interest in working to shore up parishioners’ understanding of core Episcopalian
practices such as a deeper engagement and understanding of the Eucharist, as well as encouragement of public/
private morning and evening prayer or a church-wide bible reading campaign. In addition, setting expectations
for personal spiritual practices should be encouraged and taught. A greater overall focus on scripture in all
church activities is needed.
In brief, this is a top-level review of what our RenewalWorks Team worked on and the outcome of the SLI
report. We will offer a more in-depth opportunity for members of the parish to come together to hear the
complete report and to respond to it on Tuesday, June 7th from 6:30 – 8:30 PM – dinner included! On
behalf of the RenewalWorks Team, I truly hope you will come and participate in this evening’s fellowship,
workshop and commit to the ongoing spiritual life of our congregation.
In Christ,
Sue Legnani. RenewalWorks Team Facilitator
Team Members: Sue Legnani, Michelle Scarpulla, Gena Krug, Brian Hoyle, Jennifer Buzby, Loren Manni,
Ted Balling, Eileen Sharrott, Mike Orlando, and Rev. Valerie
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Body and Soul
By Edith Green, RN

This is the month of June, named after the Roman Goddess Juno and also from the Latin word Juvenis,
“young people.”
Among other holidays this month is Father’s Day. But where did Father’s Day come from? It was not
immediately excepted when it was proposed, nor did it become a national holiday in the US until 1972
during President Nixon’s administration. Why did it take so long to be accepted here?
Mother’s Day came first, so men in the early 1900’s associated such a tribute with women and found the
idea too effeminate to their liking. Mother’s Day was popular with florists; for fathers, it didn’t have the
same sentimental appeal.
Also, men had a different role in the first half of the century. It was patriarchal, so they felt that a special
day to exalt fatherhood was a rather silly idea. This sentiment changed over time for several reasons. The
first known Father’s Day service occurred in Fairmont, West Virginia, on July5, 1908, after hundreds of
men died in the worst mining accident in US history. Grace Golden Clayton, the daughter of a dedicated
minister, proposed a service to honor all fathers, especially those who had died. However, the observance
did not become an annual event, and it was not promoted.
Very few people outside of the local area knew about it.
The first known Father’s Day service occurred in Fairmont, West Virginia, on July 5, 1908, after hundreds
of men died in the worst mining accident in US history. Grace Golden Clayton, the daughter of a dedicated
minister, proposed a service to honor all fathers, especially those who had died.
However, the observance did not become an annual event, and it was not promoted. Very few people
outside of the local area knew about it.
In 1909, Sonora Smart Dodd of Spokane, Washington, was inspired by Anna Jarvis and the idea of
Mother’s Day. Her father, William Jackson Smart, a farmer and Civil War veteran, was also a single parent
who raised Sonora and her five brothers by himself, after his wife died giving birth to their youngest child
in 1898.Two economic events pushed Father’s Day forward: The Great Depression and World War II.
During the depression, people all pinched pennies. The economy needed reasons for people to spend
money. The economy needed reasons for people to spend money. Father’s day was promoted by struggling
stores as an occasion to get fathers some of the clothing and material goods they needed. It was a way to
invite people to get Dad the necktie or pair of socks that he probably would not buy for himself.
During WWII, men were on the front lines. The desire to support American troops and the war effort
provided another reason to support and show appreciation for dads.
The idea of fatherhood changed as well. Partly because of the way the change in society evolved. There
were fewer workers toiling away in factories and fewer women spending hours hand stitching and hand
washing the families clothes.
Fathers are now seen, as much as mothers, as a significant influence on their children. We know from many
studies what happens when a father figure is lacking. Father’s Day helps to demonstrate the importance and
value of fatherhood. And most fathers in today’s world are delighted to accept that role.
Happy Father’s Day to all who are fathers, all who have fathers and to those whose fathers are resting in
heaven.
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From the Deacon’s Bench
By Dcn. Helen M. Orlando
Take a Look in the Mirror
On Sunday, June 12th, the church will observe the Feast of the Trinity.
Preachers and teachers – not to mention all the rest of us! – look to the day with
joy, but also with trepidation: How on earth does one explain or understand this
obscure and mysterious concept?
Frederick Buechner’s reflection on the meaning of the Trinity is one of the most
helpful I have seen; I hope it will be useful to you and set you thinking once
again about the nature of the God we love. – Deacon Helen
++
From Buechner, Frederick. Wishful Thinking: A Seeker’s ABC, Revised and Expanded. Harper San
Francisco, a Division of HarpersCollins Publishers. Copyright 1973, 1993 by Frederick Buechner.
TRINITY
“The much-maligned doctrine of the Trinity is an assertion that, appearances to the contrary
notwithstanding, there is only one God.
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit mean that the mystery beyond us, the mystery among us, and the mystery
within us are all the same mystery. Thus, the Trinity is a way of saying something about us and the way
we experience God.
The Trinity is also a way of saying something about God and the way he is within himself, i.e., God does
not need the Creation in order to have something to love, because within himself love happens. In other
words, the love God is love not as a noun but as a verb. This verb is reflexive as well as transitive.
If the idea of God as both Three and One seems farfetched and obfuscating, look in the mirror someday.
There is (a) the interior life known only to yourself and to those you choose to communicate it to (the
Father). There is (b) the visible face, which in some measure reflects that inner life (the Son). And there
is (c) the invisible power you have which enables you to communicate that interior life in such a way that
others do not merely know about it, but know it in the sense of its becoming part of who they are (the
Holy Spirit). Yet what you are looking at in the mirror is clearly and indivisibly the one and only you.”



REMINDER—WEAR RED FOR PENTECOST!
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PARISH NEWS
Rummage Sale Thank you!!
The members of St. Peter’s International Outreach Team (IOT) thank all of the
following who helped make this year’s Rummage Sale a great success!
Jenn Buzby, Danielle Colaianni, John Colaianni, Joe Dattilo, Sarah Dattilo, Jack
Hobson, Barbara Kelly, Charlotte LaRue, Loren Manni, Mike Orlando, Sue
Santangelo, Michelle Scarpulla, Nancy Spalding, Rev. Valerie, Father Bob Legnani, and anyone who stopped in to
help without our knowledge.
IOT members are: Mary Allan and Sue Legnani, Rummage Sale Co-Chairs, and Edie Green, Ben Jones, Tiffany
Myers, Bev Scollay, Deacon Helen

Helping Children Cope – Finally, given the two recent tragedies of gun violence in America, I want to share a link
from Episcopal Relief & Development for helping children and youth cope with disaster: Tips for Parents in Helping
Children & Youth Cope with Disaster. There are hard copies of this in the narthex, and another handout with three
pages for talking with children and teens (second page) about tragedy.
Let’s talk to God (from Five-Minute Bible Devotions for Children):
Dear God,
Thank you for promising to protect me. Sometimes I get scared or worried,
but I know you’re not scared of anything. Please help me whenever I feel
afraid or worried. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
GOING DEEPER WITH RENEWALWORKS
Please join us on TUESDAY, June 7th from 6:30—8:30 PM for some food,
fellowship and faith building! All ages and interests welcome and needed!
St. Peter’s will provide hot dogs, hamburgers, fixings and water. Attendees can bring
sides, desserts and other soft drinks.
Please sign up in the Narthex the weekend of June 4th and 5th, or notify the Church
Office at office@stpetersmedford.org or 609-654-2963 by Monday morning.

Parish Register
BAPTISMS
Wesley Michael Johnson, son of Wesley and Kaitlin Johnson, May 8th
WEDDINGS
None
MEMORIAL SERVICES
Walter S. Dow, May 21
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The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of June.
Happy Birthday to them all!
June 1: Chase Winegar, Maeve Gaskill
June 2: Nancy Graham, Alexandra Rubano
June 3: Adam Penque
June 4: Elizabeth Edwards, Beckie McCammitt
June 5: Alexandra Krug
June 9: Jane Bersch
June 11: Jean Ricketts, Jennifer Cook, Stephen Meixner
June 12: Russell Herrick
June 13: Barbara Kelly, Kristine Adler
June 14: Shirley Chiaradonna, Ted Balling
June 15: Andrew LaRue, Jacob Stout

June 16: Keira Rodden
June 20: Claire Nealis, Paul Andrews
June 21: Georgia Cohen
June 22: Debi Moore, Anthony Rubano
June 23: Sean Gaughan, Christian Gosewisch, Kenneth Klein
June 25: Cassandra Seigel
June 27: Lori Sears, Al Perkins
June 29: Michelle Scarpulla

If you or a member of your family has a birthday in June that is not listed above, please contact the Parish
Office.
Birthday Prayers
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another year. Grant
that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life: through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, p. 830)
Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be. Strengthen him when
he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall: and in his heart may thy peace which
passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, p. 830)
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM

Top Left: Sandy Muspratt of Grace Episcopal Church in Amherst,

Massachusetts, and Father Decamps, priest of Redemption School (and St.
Matthieu’s School) in Haiti, with Tiffany Myers, Mike Orlando, and
Deacon Helen at Grace Church in Amherst.

Bottom Right: May 8
Baptism (Johnston Family).

Photos Courtesy Of: Tiffany Myers.
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St. Peter’s Rummage Sale

Collage: Thanks to all who made our May 14 Rummage Sale a success!
Photos Courtesy of: Sue Legnani; Tiffany Myers
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St. Peter’s Sunday School

Collage: St. Peter’s Sunday School
Photos and Collage Courtesy of Tiffany Myers
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
..

One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ 08055
The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge
The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon
Brendan Moore, Music Director
Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation
Tel: 609-654-2963
Fax: 609-654-0401
http://www.stpetersmedford.org
Email: office@stpetersmedford.org Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org
Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service.
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
1 Hartford Road
Medford, NJ 08055

Service Schedule
Saturday Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m.
Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m.
Family Eucharist....................... 10:15 a.m.
Weekdays—through June 15th
Healing Eucharist .................................... 10 a.m.
Bible Study ............................................. 11 a.m.
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