
July/August 2022 

Good News
 

By Barbara Kelly 

St. Peter's vestry is busy planning some engaging 
activities centered around parish life and our 
community. 

In June we enjoyed the pet photo contest, which 
garnered much attention online and in person. We 
are happy to announce the winner: Harry Dattilio.  

This sweet pup is living his best life with his family, 
Sarah, Joe, Joey, and Matty Dattilio. 
Congratulations, Harry! 

The June 7 potluck supper, held in partnership with 
the Renewal Works team, was enjoyed by more than 
40 parishioners.  

Thanks to everyone who came out. Special thanks to 
the Renewal Works folks for an informative and 
engaging program. 

Our next event is an ice cream social on July 
19 (rain date July 20). We hope to enjoy the back 
yard on the church property, if the weather is not too 
humid. Games and activities are planned for the 
kids.  

The price of admission is just a nonperishable item 
to be donated to the Christian Caring Center. Ice 
cream and toppings will be provided. Please join us 
for a fun evening beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

As always, please invite friends and family. We will 
spread the word through social media and printed 
posters in order to include folks in Medford and 
surrounding communities. 

Please contact Barbara Kelly with your ideas for 
new fellowship events. 

July/August Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 

 
July 19   Ice Cream Social 6:30 to 8:30 pm 
July 26   Vestry Meeting, 7:00 pm 
Aug 14   St. Paul’s Breakfast Program, 7 am 
 
 

Join Us for Fellowship and Fun  

 



From the Priest-In-charge 
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By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

The 80th General Convention of The Episcopal Church 

One of the distinctive aspects of The Episcopal Church is its polity, or how it organizes and governs itself.  Our Church 

was founded concurrently with our country, which explains why our democratic governance is similar in structure and 

functioning as the Congress. 

The Episcopal Church is governed by a bicameral (two houses) General Convention, which meets every three years, and 

by an Executive Council during interim years. The General Convention consists of the House of Bishops and the House 

of Deputies. The General Convention was scheduled to convene in 2021 in Baltimore, Maryland, but due to COVID-19, 

all felt it was prudent to wait until 2022. Unfortunately, the variants of COVID-19 are still very prevalent, so the 80th 

General Convention has been shorted to a four-day meeting to be held July 8-11, 2022.  

The scope and breadth of the work the General Convention is still very significant.  There are currently 412 Resolutions 

that have been submitted for consideration by various groups and people. Each Resolution was assigned to one of 28 

Legislative Committees for discussion and discernment. Both the House of Deputies and the House of Bishops have their 

own Legislative committee, but they usually meet together to discuss the Resolutions to find commonality and consensus 

before Resolutions are considered on the Floor of each House.  

For a Resolution to become an Act of Convention, both Houses must pass the Resolution with the same language. If a 

Resolution passes in one House, and the other House makes an amendment to that Resolution, it must return to the first 

House to be reconsidered.   

In the past, Legislative Committees have only met during (or just prior to) the General Convention.  The pandemic 

pushed for all of us to stretch our technological knowhow and use new tools to conduct our business, including hearings.  

All Legislative Committee meetings and hearings for the 80th General Convention were held virtually, which has never 

happened before.   

All Resolutions considered must have a hearing during which anyone can offer testimony for or against a Resolution 

before the members of the Legislative Committee.  The members take the testimony into consideration during their 

discussion, and possibly considering changing the wording or other amendments to make the Resolution as clear and 

concise as possible.   

If you are interested in looking at the Resolutions that will come before the Convention, you can go to www.vbinder.net.  
This is the same system that all the Deputies use during Convention to see what action is before them.  If you would like 
to see the Convention in real time, you can go to https://media.episcopalchurch.org/video/ to watch events as they unfold 
in the House of Bishops and the House of Deputies. 

I’ve been honored to serve our Diocese as a Clergy Deputy to three previous General Conventions, starting in 2012. This 

General Convention will be my fourth.  It is a unique experience and a lot of hard work, but fascinating to participate in 

our governance and structure.  While the Convention may feel removed from what we do at St. Peter’s, it does remind us 

that we are part of a larger Church structure seeking to manifest our understanding of the Gospel and God’s love in Jesus 

Christ in our words and actions.  We continue our commitment to love our neighbors and live into our Baptismal 

Covenant through the Resolutions we consider and those we vote to become Actions of Convention.  If you would like 

to know more, I am always happy to talk about it. After Convention, I will offer some information about what 

Convention accomplished and how we at St. Peter’s can participate in it.  

In Christ,  

Rev. Valerie+  
 
PS—Of the 431 Resolutions, 414 were acted on and the 17 that were not acted on were referred to the 81st General 
Convention scheduled for 2024. That is an amazing amount of work in 4 days!  

http://www.vbinder.net/
https://media.episcopalchurch.org/video/
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Church & Home 

By Tiffany Myers 

We hope you are enjoying your summer.  Make sure you join us for 
St. Peter’s Ice Cream Social on Tuesday, July 19th from 6:30-8:30 
pm, if you can, for some summer fellowship (not to mention 
yummy ice cream)! There will be some games & activities for 
children at the ice cream social.  
 
And we always welcome photos of your family’s summer fun, if 
you care to share! 
 
Here are some resources for your family’s summer: 
 

Creating a summer rhythm for your family/household that includes “blank space” and Sabbath:  
 https://buildfaith.org/creating-a-summer-rhythm/ 
 
Wandering walks, nature journaling, and nature collections. “Done with attention, care, and a sense of 

gratitude, each of the above things, can become prayer.“  
 https://buildfaith.org/celebrate-creation-with-wondering/ 
 
Celebrate summer with 50 outdoor activities for kids:  
https://www.sunhatsandwellieboots.com/2015/07/50-outdoor-activities-for-kids-to-enjoy.html#more 
 
Practice discipleship in this fun way  by constructing a giant heart prayer station for the environment that 

your friends and neighbors can participate in: 
 https://www.sunhatsandwellieboots.com/2021/10/stick-heart-prayer-station-creative.html#more 
 
To celebrate any time you spend at the beach, weave a fish to help you pray for the ocean: https://

www.sunhatsandwellieboots.com/2021/10/weave-fish-praying-for-our-ocean.html#more 
 
Summer Prayer: 
 
Father, Creator of all, thank you for summer! 
Thank you for the warmth of the sun 
and the increased daylight. 
Thank you for the beauty I see all around me 
and for the opportunity to be outside and enjoy your creation. 
Thank you for the increased time I have to be with my friends and family, 
and for the more casual pace of the summer season. 
Draw me closer to you this summer. 
Teach me how I can pray 
no matter where I am or what I am doing. 
Warm my soul with the awareness of your presence 
and light my path with your Word and Counsel. 
As I enjoy your creation, create in me 
a pure heart and a hunger and a thirst for you. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
(author unknown; via Summer Prayers at jesuitresource.org) 

https://buildfaith.org/creating-a-summer-rhythm/
https://buildfaith.org/celebrate-creation-with-wondering/
https://www.sunhatsandwellieboots.com/2015/07/50-outdoor-activities-for-kids-to-enjoy.html#more
https://www.sunhatsandwellieboots.com/2021/10/stick-heart-prayer-station-creative.html#more
https://www.sunhatsandwellieboots.com/2021/10/weave-fish-praying-for-our-ocean.html#more
https://www.sunhatsandwellieboots.com/2021/10/weave-fish-praying-for-our-ocean.html#more
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    By Edith Green, RN 

With help from “The Portly Padre” 

On July 22nd we celebrate St. Mary Magdalene. We 

all know her name, we have all heard different 

stories about her. But, who was she really? 

Mary Magdalene in Galilee was believed by some to 

be the sister of Lazarus and Martha. In early times, 

she was identified with “the woman who was a 

sinner” and who anointed Christ’s feet. She, with 

other women, discovered his empty tomb and saw 

the risen Lord early the same day.  

Whether or not it was one and the same woman on 

these occasions is not determined by the Gospels. In 

legend the single identification has prevailed. Greek 

and French churches give differing accounts of her 

life and death after the ascension.  

The French said it was about high adventure with 

Lazarus, 30 years of solitude in a cave in France, 

friendship with the angels, and doves bearing her 

soul to heaven on July 22. The Greek church holds 

that she retired to Ephesus with Mary, the mother of 

Jesus, died there, and that her body was transferred 

to Constantinople and is preserved there. 

So, we have only the gospels to know who she really 

was. One thing we do know is that whenever we 

mention her name, most people in our world today 

know who we’re talking about even though she lived 

so many years ago.  

And finally:  

Do small things with great love.  Mother Teresa 

Grass and Weeds and Vines, oh my! 

 

A weed is a plant growing where you don’t want it, 

because it makes yards look unkempt.  

You may notice that the church yard is looking 

unkempt. Unfortunately, we were informed by our 

lawn care service on July 8th that they were not able 

to continue cutting the church’s lawn due to lack of 

workers.  We are now looking for a new resource to 

cut the grass on a bi-weekly basis.  If you have a 

recommendation, please share it with the Office or 

a Vestry member.  

We do have some youth who are getting volunteer 

hours to do some weeding, but it is a big job.  If 

anyone would like to take a bed to tend for the 

summer, that would be wonderful.  There are about 

10 around the church property that need attention.  

Usually, we have a member of the Vestry 

overseeing Grounds, but that position is currently 

unfilled.  If anyone is interested in it OR 

coordinating volunteers (but not serving on the 

Vestry), please talk about Rev. Valerie+ 

We hope to schedule a clean up date in August.  

We will let you know when that will be.   

This is a big property with a LOT of foliage.  We 

cannot afford to hire someone to do all the work 

necessary to keep the grounds looking as good as 

we want them to.  Your help is needed in any way 

possible.   

Help Needed Body and Soul 



From the Deacon’s Bench 
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By Dcn. Helen M. Orlando 
 

Weeds, Wildflowers and Treasures 
 

The July 1st edition of “The Philadelphia Inquirer” carried 
an article about Mischelle Ahmed, an Egg Harbor 
Township woman who grows native wildflowers from 
seed and sells both seeds and plants over the internet. 
While being interviewed, Mischelle led the reporter on a 
tour of the woods behind her property, occasionally 
stopping to point out delicate wildflowers, so small that an 
untrained eye could easily miss them. 
 
Responding to the reporter’s comment, “I love the notion 
of pausing, looking closer, and finding an unexpected 
treasure,” Mischelle responded, “A weed by definition is a 
plant growing where someone doesn’t want it. But every 
plant on this planet has a place somewhere. A place where 
it’s meant to be.” 
 
Ms Ahmed’s words speak not only of weeds and wildflowers, but also to the universal human need to feel 
useful and valued, especially when chronic illness, grief, job loss, separation from a loved one, empty nest 
syndrome, or any other event or series of events disrupts life as we know it. As Mischelle would say, each of 
us yearns to know that “we have a place somewhere. A place where [we] are meant to be.” We need to know 
that our life has value and purpose and that we belong.   
 
When we find we are no longer productive in the workforce, no longer caring for family, no longer part of a 
loving relationship, or no longer physically or mentally able to function as we always have, we can find 
hope in the promise that “all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to [God’s] purpose.” (Romans 8:28) Unexpected changes in our lives can lead to gifts of learning 
and experience that make us more open to and caring for others, as we are called to be.  
 
Our faith teaches us that no matter what misfortunes and upheavals we experience in life, our relationship 
with God in Christ gives us the value, purpose, and place to be that we seek. That we are valued by God is 
without doubt. Jesus tells us over and over again that those who have received him are now both his friends 
and also adopted children of God. From the beginning, God made a choice to love us…so much so that “he 
gave his only Son, that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”  (John 3:16) 
Each one of us is a flower – not a weed – in God’s garden.   
 
Where is the place that we belong? Ultimately, we can be assured by Jesus’ promise: “In my Father’s house 
there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 
And, if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to myself, so that where I am there 
you will be also” (John 14:1b-3). Until that time comes, “the place where we are meant to be” is usually 
exactly where we are already. Wherever that is, Christ calls us to serve others as his hands and feet, treating 
those we encounter as God’s “unexpected treasures” and loving them into new life.  
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PARISH NEWS 

Parish Register 
BAPTISMS 
 
None 
 
WEDDINGS 

None 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 
 
Terry Martin, June 5, 2022 
Elizabeth Pendle, May 22, 2022 
 

 

Diocese of New Jersey Anti-Racism Training – Summer Session 
 
The Anti-Racism Commission of the Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey invites you to 
enroll in its 20-hour online Anti-Racism Training. The training consists of five 
consecutive Friday evening two-hour Zoom sessions, a self-study program in 
between the Friday meetings, and a follow-up session four weeks later. The session 
costs $100 per person. 
 
The next training session begins on July 29. For more information, please see below:  
 
Summer Session July 29, August 5, 12, 19, 26, and September 23. 
The training course is led by members of the Anti-Racism Training Team. Each 
week leading up to the Friday Zoom session, participants will complete online self-
study lessons that take roughly two hours per day to complete at times that fit your 
schedule. The material consists of recorded lectures, videos, and articles that provide 
you with a historical overview of systemic racism in America to help you understand 
its impact on society and on individual lives. Participants must attend all sessions to 
earn a Certificate of Completion. 
 

To register. Go to:  https://dioceseofnj.org/commissions/anti-racism-commission/ and click on “Anti-Racism 
Training” (under Resources).  
 
If you’re interested in learning more, please contact The Rev. Canon Ted Moore, Deacon, at 
tmoore12@comcast.net.  

mailto:tmoore12@comcast.net
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 

 

 

 

Center: Pentecost and last day of our multi-age Sunday School class on June 5.  

 

Photo Courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 
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The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of July.  
Happy Birthday to them all! 

 
July 2:   Joan Stevenson, Caitlyn Kresky 
July 3:  Charlene Marietti, Eileen Sharrott, Susan Waller 
July 4:  Enrique Dominguez 
July 5:  Jennifer Hilke, Debbie Donnelly 
July 6:  John Graham 
July 10: John O’Brien, Robert Cullen, Olanike Steen 
July 11: Louise Capri, Elizabeth Adler, Benjamin Quillen-Briglia 
July 12: Robert Hutcheon, Raychel Meixner  
July 13: Lisa Minerd, Ed Foga, Mekelsey Montgomery 
July 14: Daniel LaRue, Charlotte Sunlitis 
July 17: Kelly Wu 
July 18: Marilyn Flagler 
July 22: Gena Krug 
July 24: Melissa Garofalo, Julia Tantum, Sarah Tantum, Charles Boyd 
July 26: Kevin Edwards  
July 28: William Jones, III 
July 29: Toni Condon 
July 31: Kathy Gehris, Samuel Capri 
  
If you or a member of your family has a birthday in July that is not listed above, please contact  
the Parish Office. 
 

Birthday Prayers 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another year.  

Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life: 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be.  Strengthen him 

when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall: and in his heart may thy 

peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 

830) 
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The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of August.  

Happy Birthday to them all! 
 
August 1:  Dale Natalini 
August 2:    Joseph Dattilo 
August 4:   Robert Cherry  
August 5: Nicholas Hopp, August Couture 
August 6: John Montgomery, David Ball 
August 8:  Donald Wu, Abigail Moore 
August 11:  Alexis Gosewisch, Bob Haulenbeek 
August 13:  Michael Scarpulla 
August 15:  Nancy Castiglia, Barbara LaRue, Jenna Castiglia, Evan Scarpulla 
August 16:  Susan Santangelo, Summer McCrum 
August 17: Jeff Minerd 
August 18:  Jose Alvarez 
August 19:  Ben Jones 
August 20:  Sarah O’Brien  
August 21:  Susan O’ Brien 
August 22:  Alfred Borrell, III, Joseph Donnelly 
August 23:  Lorraine Messenger, Scott Fallon 
August 25:  Natalie Stewart 
August 26:  Jayne Unger, Chris McCrum 
August 27:  Logan Worsdell, Ralph Petagna 
August 28:  Maureen Joos, Dawn Weiss, Karyn Warner-Meixner, Natalie Hilke, Jennifer Pietrafitta 
August 30:  Peter Cooper, Dennis Burris, Carol Haulenbeek, Katy Widmer 
August 31: Gale Reed, Sheila Miller, Tim Cook 
  
If you or a member of your family has a birthday in August that is not listed above, please contact  
the Parish Office. 

Birthday Prayers 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another 

year.  Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the 

days of his life: through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be.  Strength-

en him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall: and in his 

heart may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 

 
 
 
 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Service Schedule 

Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m. 

 Family Eucharist ....................... 10:15 a.m. 

Weekdays 

Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ................ 10 a.m.  
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge  

The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 

Brendan Moore, Music Director      Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator     Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation 

Tel: 609-654-2963         Fax: 609-654-0401         http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org  Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Jesus in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 

. 


