
October 2022 

Good News
 

By Jack Hobson 

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together and running over, 
will be poured into your lap. For with the measure 
you use, it will be measured to you. Luke 6:38 NIV 

Thank you all for stepping up in 2022 with your 
pledges and tithes and reaching even deeper for the 
“Strengthen Our Firm Foundation” campaign.  

We appreciate the power of how your gifts fund the 
mission and ministry of St. Peter’s. Now is the time 
to plan to sustain our ministry in 2023. 

What does it cost to maintain the church buildings, 
grounds, services, programs, and staff at St. Peter’s? 
For this past year we had a budget of $319,000. We 
reached that goal through our special pledge 
program.  

For 2023 we have prepared a no-frills budget of 
$300,000 to keep the doors open and the lights on. 
We are seeking a total of $216,000 in pledges from 
you the parishioners to support our goals.  

The remainder of the budget ($84,000) is expected 
to come from open plate offerings, income from 
rentals, and two major fundraisers, one in the spring 
and one in the fall. We are open to any suggestion 
for more fundraisers.  

We have achieved this reduced budget through cost 
cutting and reducing staff hours. However, this 
year’s turbulent market and inflation plus the 
increase of electric and gas costs challenged our 
budget.  

We cannot reduce our budget further without 
reducing the quality of the services and programs 
we have grown to love at St. Peter’s. 

In 2022 we have pledged $26,000 to the Diocese for 
the Marks of Mission Giving (Diocese assessment).  

This is less than what the Diocese had requested. In 
2023 we are estimating that our giving to the 
Diocese is 10% of the average of the last three 
year’s income.  

October Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 

The Church Office is open 9 am—1 pm Mon-Fri 

Oct. 1 2 pm Blessing of Animals Freedom Park 

   8 pm Battle of the Bands 

Oct. 2  11:30 am ANNUAL MEETING 

Oct. 8-14 Rev. Valerie away 

Oct 15 9:30—10:30 Walking in the Spirit  

Oct. 9 7 am St. Paul’s Breakfast Program 

Oct. 18  Vestry Meeting, 7 pm 

Oct. 29-30 Stewardship Commitment Weekend 

Healing Service every Wed.* @ 10 AM in the Chapel  

Bible Study every Wed.* @ 11 AM in the Library 

Centered every Thurs** @ 7 PM in the Library 

*expect Oct. 12th   ** expect Oct 13th 

More Than Enough 

We believe we can meet this goal and will be 
pledging the full asking amount to the Diocese. 
The good news is this will be a first time in 
many years we will be able to meet this goal.  

By now you should have received a letter 
describing the pledge campaign. The pledge 
drive will start the weekend of October 8th and 
9th. The weekend of October 29 and 30th will 
be the time for submitting your pledges.  

During the pledge drive, you will be hearing 
from some whose lives have been blessed 
through their commitment to their love and 
service to our church and community. During 
November we will keep you informed where we 
are with respect to our target of $216,000. 

This is your church; through your continued 
support we can share our message of love to our 
fellow congregants and throughout the 
community. 

If you have any questions about the budget or 
pledge drive, please speak with Jack Hobson. 



From the Priest-In-charge 
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By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

Spiritual Growth Through Loving Creation 

There is an unofficial Church Season called “Creation Care” that usually runs from the beginning of September to the 

feast of St. Francis (October 4th).  With the start of the program year and everyone getting back into the rhythm of 

worship, I prefer to observe Creation Season during October.  It seems more natural to me as we feel the change in 

seasons (sometimes significantly!) and enjoy the sights, smells, and tastes of the harvest.  

In the book of Genesis (1:28), God says to the humans, “Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 

the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 

earth.”  The words “subdue” and “dominion” connote a sense 

of authority over a lesser entity.  While it is true that humans 

have a special place in Creation, we are still part of creation, 

and we need to be humble in our charge. I much prefer using 
the term “stewardship,” as it reminds us that we do not own 

Creation, we are only the caretakers of it for a short time 

before it is passed to others.  

Creation is not something we can use and abuse without consequence.  How we live does affect the world around us, and 

we are called to be as loving toward all that God loves.  The season of “Creation Care” offers us a time to be intentional 

about reflecting on and enacting our role as good stewards of all that we have been given, as well as an opportunity to 

deepen our spirituality.  The RenewalWorks program taught us that spirituality is inherently relational, and we deepen 
our spirituality through loving God, each other, the world (Creation) and ourselves. We can engage in our spiritual 

growth through our prayer and praise of God, keeping our position as good stewards of Creation at the forefront.  

At the General Convention of the Episcopal Church in 2015, there was a proposal to add a question to the Baptismal 

Covenant that claims our identity as stewards of Creation: 

Question  Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect the beauty and integrity of all creation?  

Answer I will, with God’s help. 

As a “good” Episcopalian, I balked at first to changing our foundational belief statement, but the more I thought about it, 

the more obvious it became that we need to have such an intention of God’s charge to humans and our need to accept our 

duty. Unfortunately, this question has not been officially added to the Baptismal Covenant at the last two General 

Conventions as many consider it part of the larger Book of Common Prayer revision, which is still many years away (we 
have not even agreed on a process yet!). There are some who have been adding this for baptisms, and I plan on using it 

for the baptism we will have on the first Sunday of this month.  I hope it will engage us in a different way and encourage 

us deepen our identity as good stewards. 

We will also make other changes in the liturgy that will highlight Creation care.  This is easier for Rite II services as 

most of the material is in contemporary language, but we will do what we can for those who enjoy Rite I. I know we 

enjoy and take comfort in the familiar words, but such changes can help us be more attentive and intentional in our 
worship. As with all worship, it is meant to help you have an encounter with God, the holy, the other, and perhaps by 

using different images and focus, you can engage with God in a new way.   

This is also true with hymns.  Consider the words to a lesser-known hymn (The Hymnal 1982 #424) 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 

For God’s gifts to ev’ry nation, thanks be to God. 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping,  

future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God. 

For this month, let’s consider what is needed for the “future needs in earth’s safekeeping.” 
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Church & Home 

By Tiffany Myers 
 

I want to mention a few events on October 1 that appeal to children or youth.    

1) Blessing of the Animals - - If you have a pet, bring it to Medford’s Freedom Park to be blessed by Reverend Valerie 
or other area clergy at 2 PM.  What a wonderful way to incorporate faith into your family life, by bringing your family 
pet for a blessing as one of God’s beloved creatures!  The blessing of pets is a tradition to celebrate the feast day of St. 
Francis of Assisi (October 4). Francis had a great love of the natural world as a reflection of God, and he called all 
creatures his brothers and sisters. Legend has it that he even preached to birds.   

2) Battle of the Bands - - Tweens and teens, bring your friends for some live music at St. Peter’s from 8-10PM (doors 
open at 7:15 and there will be an opening act prior to 8PM). This event is about having fun and supporting our church.  
Contact steve.miller@stpetersmedford .org.   

 
Sunday Calendar for October 

October 2 
PreK-5th grade Sunday School meets from 9-10AM and will focus on nature in honor of St. Francis.  
Nursery Care will be provided during the 10:15 AM service for infants through 4-year olds (1st Sunday of the month).  
St. Peter’s Annual Meeting at 11:30 AM – J2A teens earn Confirmation Passport points by attending and gaining an 
understanding of all that goes on in a church.   
 
October 9 
Children’s Chapel during the 10:15 AM service (2nd Sunday of the month). Bring children in preschool through 2nd 
grade to our chapel for their own worship (story, music & movement, prayer, coloring).  
J2A teens practice loving their neighbor by serving at the hot breakfast program of St. Paul’s in Camden. 
PreK-5th grade Sunday School meets from 9-10 AM. 
 
October 16  
PreK-5th grade Sunday School meets from 9-10 AM.   
Reverend Valerie will offer a children’s sermon (3rd Sunday of the month).  
6th-8th grade Lunch & Learn with Reverend Valerie 11:45-12:45.   
 
October 23 
PreK-5th grade Sunday School meets from 9-10 AM.   
Nursery Care will be provided during our 10:15 AM service for infants through 4-year olds (4th Sunday of the month). 
 
October 30 
PreK-5th grade Sunday School meets from 9-10 AM. We’ll focus on All Hallow’s Eve and All Saints’ Day (Nov. 1) 
 
Make sure you walk along Main Street this month to look for our St. Peter Scarecrow!   The Scarecrow Festival 
continues until October 27.  
 
What are you thankful for in autumn? You can discuss it in your family and say this seasonal prayer together: 
 
O God of Creation, you have blessed us with the changing of the seasons. 
As we welcome the autumn months, may the earlier setting of the sun remind us to take time to rest. 
May the brilliant colors of the leaves remind us of the wonder of your creation. 
May the steam of our breath in the cool air remind us that it is you who give us the breath of life. 
May the harvest from the fields remind us of the abundance we have been given and to share with others. 
May the dying of summer's spirit remind us of your great promise that death is temporary and life is eternal. 
We praise you for your goodness forever and ever. Amen. 
- Author Unknown 



From the Deacon’s Bench 
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By Deacon Helen M. Orlando 
The Sustainable Development Goals – Proclaiming the Year of the Lord’s Favor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seventeen years ago, the Episcopal Church, Episcopal Relief & Development, and the Diocese of New 
Jersey joined world leaders in beginning a targeted effort to eradicate extreme poverty via the eight 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Ending on December 31, 2015, the MDGs sought to eradicate 
extreme poverty and hunger, achieve universal primary education, promote gender equality and empower 
women, reduce child mortality, improve maternal health, combat HIV/AIDs, malaria, and other diseases, 
ensure environmental sustainability, and create a global partnership for development with targets for aid, 
debt relief, and trade. Using the MDGs as our guideline for responding to our Lord’s call to serve the poor, 
St. Peter’s supported the work of Millennium Villages in Mayange, Rwanda from 2008-2013 and has been 
in a companion relationship with Redemption School, a private Episcopal school serving children in the area 
of Gonaives, Haiti, since 2014. While no country fully realized all of the MDGs, their existence and 
guidance sparked definite improvement in several areas. Unfortunately, one billion people still live on less 
than $1.25 a day and more than 800 million people still do not have enough food to eat. Women still fight 
hard for their rights and millions of them still die in childbirth.  
 
World leaders soon recognized that while the MDGs had effectively focused attention on the issues of 
worldwide poverty, their scope had been too narrow to address those issues effectively. Since January of 
2016, continued anti-poverty work has been guided by the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
which widen the lens beyond the original eight MDGs by addressing economic development, justice and 
equality for all (particularly in relation to gender inequality) and the importance of environmental 
sustainability and climate change as root issues of poverty. Where the MDGs stressed the help that “rich” 
countries would give to “poor” countries, the SDGs now require all countries not only to assist others as 
possible, but also to develop specific and measurable plans to address poverty within their own borders. 
With #1 being the highest rank, the 2022 Sustainable Development Goals report ranks Haiti, having met 
only two of the SDGs, as #151 of 163 countries. For comparison, the United States ranked #41 of 163 
countries, but has met none of the SDGs.  
 
After enduring 40 days of temptation by the devil in the desert, Jesus returned to Galilee “filled with the 
power of the Spirit.” (Luke 4:14a) Teaching in the synagogue, he read from the scroll of the Prophet Isaiah, 
proclaiming: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor… Today, this scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing.” (Luke 4:18-19). As Jesus’ hands and feet on earth, we are now those called to work towards the 
fulfillment of this scripture. The Sustainable Development Goals offer us, and the world, a guideline for how 
to do so.  
 

CHRIST has no body now on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but yours. 
Yours are the eyes through which Christ’s compassion looks out on the world. 

Yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good. 
And yours are the hands with which he is to bless us now. 

-St. Teresa of Avila- 
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PARISH NEWS 

Join Us for a Four Week Bible Study on Genesis 
Tuesday Evenings October 25-November 17 

7:00-8:00 PM on Zoom 
 

Sue Legnani will facilitate this four-week Bible Study on the first book of the Old Testament that is full of 
many of our favorite bible stories.  We will use the format from the book The Path: A Journey Through The 
Bible (Forward Movement) with some extra input from Bible Women: All Their Words and Why They 
Matter (Lindsay Hardin Freeman, Forward Movement).  You will not need these books although some of 
you may already have them.  Just follow the readings in your own bible that are listed below. 
 
The group will meet on Zoom so if you are interested in participating, please contact Sue at 
sue.legnani@gmail.com to receive the Zoom link. 
 
Reading form Genesis: 
Oct. 25: Genesis 1:1-2:9/  2:15-3:24 
Nov. 1: Genesis 4:1-16 /  5:1b-2/  6:5-8, 13-22/  7:7-10, 17-22/  8:1-3a, 6-22/  9:1, 9-19/  11:1-9, 27-32 
Nov. 8: Genesis 12:1-5/  13:14a-17/  15:1b, 5b-6/  16:3-4a, 15-16/  17:1-22, 26-27/  18:23-33/ 21:1-21/  
22:1-19/  24:67b 
Nov. 15: Genesis 25:29-34/  27:1-4, 18-40/  28: 12-22/  32:24-31/  37:3-8,17b-28/  41: 14-44, 45b/  45:1-15/  
50: 15-22, 24, 26 

 
 

Thanks to all who adopted a flower/tree bed this summer.  Things are still growing, so if you have some 
time to continue to maintain your area, we would appreciate it! 
 

 

 

Walking in the Spirit will walk part of the Rancocas Greenway Trail on Saturday, October 15th. Meet us at 
9:30 AM to start with prayer followed by a walk. Stay tuned for an address/instructions on where to meet. 
This trail is wheelchair accessible! https://www.burlingtoncountytimes.com/story/news/local/2022/08/26/
burlington-county-nj-rancocas-greenway-trail-wheelchair-accessible-first-segment/65413899007/  

Parish Register 
BAPTISMS 
 
Josette Peach Olamide Steen, September 10, 2022 
 
WEDDINGS 

Jennifer Pietrafitta & David Bagosy, September 11, 2022 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 
 
None 
 

mailto:sue.legnani@gmail.com
https://www.burlingtoncountytimes.com/story/news/local/2022/08/26/burlington-county-nj-rancocas-greenway-trail-wheelchair-accessible-first-segment/65413899007/
https://www.burlingtoncountytimes.com/story/news/local/2022/08/26/burlington-county-nj-rancocas-greenway-trail-wheelchair-accessible-first-segment/65413899007/
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Protests in Haiti 

Protests in Haiti Lead to Vandalizing and Looting of Redemption School 
 
Many of us are aware of a marked increase in gang violence, kidnappings, and deaths resulting from the des-
peration of the Haitian people, half of whom are facing severe hunger due to a 30% inflation rate and price in-
creases of 30%-88% for food staples. Prime Minister Ariel Henry’s September 11 announcement that the price 
for gasoline will double, with slightly smaller price increases for diesel and kerosene, set off a new wave of 
chaos which spread from Port-au-Prince to other cities, including Gonaives, home of Redemption School and 
its parent church, St. Basil the Great. In Gonaives, gangs emptied two government food depots of enough food 
to feed 100,000 Haitian students and went on to vandalize Redemption School and its parent church, St. Basil 
the Great. Redemption School’s clinic, offices and student computer room have been destroyed and all records 
are now lost. Classrooms in both the primary and secondary school buildings are now in a shambles. The 
church was stripped of all ornamentation and its sacristy was emptied.    
 
I ask your prayers for the government and leaders of Haiti, that they will look beyond their own ambitions and 
work to protect and improve their country for the sake of its people; for the people of Haiti, especially the most 
vulnerable, that they may have access to the necessities which are currently denied to them (fuel, food, clean 
water, medicine, safety); and for leaders to emerge from among the people of Haiti who will work to meet the 
many needs of the Haitian people. May God bring peace to them all. AMEN. 
 
Some of you have spoken to me about making special donations to help Redemption School recover from this 
great loss. With sincere thanks, I suggest that you consider responding to this tragedy by making an offering at 
one of our Thanksgiving Almsgiving Weekends (November 12 & 13 and 19 & 20). All donations will be split 
evenly between Redemption School and the work of the United Thank Offering.   
Thank you, from Deacon Helen and St. Peter’s International Outreach Team  

 
 

Redemption School’s Computer Lab in 2014 

Redemption School’s Computer Lab on September 16, 2022 



7 

PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

Putting God first “clocks” 

in PreK-5th  

Children’s Sermon on  

September 18th 

Middle School Class 

Lunch & Learn with  

Rev. Valerie 
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 Dove’s of Peace Art and Prayer Installation for International 

Peace Day, September 21, 2022. Thanks to all who made a dove! 
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The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of October.  

Happy Birthday to them all! 

 

Oct. 1:       Michael Sidelsky, Heather Ball, Tyler McCrum 
Oct.  4:       Ted Hilke 
Oct.  5:       Alexander Gosewisch 
Oct.  6:  Juliet Tredwell 
Oct.  8:  Gracelyn Garofalo  
Oct.  9:       Nancy Spalding 
Oct. 10:    Victoria Couture, Kristen Petagna 
Oct. 11:    Shannon Higginbotham 
Oct. 12:    Robert Cullen, Derek Couture 
Oct. 13:    Shelby Klein, Theodore Boyer 
Oct. 14:   Angela McCrum 
Oct. 16:    Barbara Vickers, Helen Green, Marilyn Borrell 
Oct. 17:  Stacey Garofalo, Jennifer McGinley 
Oct. 18: Jennifer Hansen 
Oct. 19:    Tom Canal, Dakota Curry 
Oct. 20:    Xander Jaggard 
Oct. 21:    Liz Katt 
Oct. 22:    Alison Gregory, Peter Meyer, Jesse Pappler 
Oct. 23:    James Cook, Sage Worsdell 
Oct. 27:    Graham Bowen-Ashwin, Bankole Arole 
Oct. 28: Elaine White, Elizabeth Sunlitis 
Oct. 29:    Burke Beyer 
Oct. 31:   Christopher Unger 
 

 

If you or a member of your family has a birthday in October that is not listed above, please contact the  

Parish Office. 

Birthday Prayers 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another year.  

Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life: 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be.  Strengthen him 

when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall: and in his heart may thy 

peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, 

p. 830) 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Service Schedule 

Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m. 

 Family Eucharist ....................... 10:15 a.m. 

Weekdays 

Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ................ 10 a.m.  

Wednesday, Bible Study in Library ........ 11 a.m. 

Thursday, Centered ................................. 7 p.m. 
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge  

The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 

Brendan Moore, Music Director      Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator     Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation 

Tel: 609-654-2963         Fax: 609-654-0401         http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org  Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow  God in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 

.. 


