Good News

November 2022

From the Vestry
by Steve Miller
Happy Fall everyone! As Thanksgiving approaches I
feel it is time to take a positive outlook on things that
are happening at St Peters and be thankful for all the
good things that are happening at St Peters right now. I
know I will not be able to list all the great things that
are happening, but I will be able to list a few. Feel free
to email me and let me know what I missed so I can
say a prayer of thanks for those blessings too!
We can first be thankful for worshiping together at our
church. Sure, Zoom was a lifesaver for us, but there is
nothing like seeing everyone face to face with a smile,
and a “Hello!” As a Vestry member I am thankful for
our NEW members on the Vestry and our current
members working so hard to keep the Church running.
Reverend Valerie also deserves my thanks. She is always at St Peters helm charting our course into the future both spiritually, managerially and as “The Face of
St Peters” to the rest of the world.
As the lead Vestry member of the Fundraising Committee, I can’t thank my committee enough for putting
on our first Battle of the Bands fundraiser! Barbara
Kelly, Maureen Joos and Ken Montgomery played an
invaluable part in researching, planning and successfully pulling off the event. I can’t tell you all the positive
stories that came out of this event. I truly felt like we
spread a lot of love to those who hadn’t stepped into a
church in a long time!
Lastly, I want to thank our entire parish for reaching
the goal of $40,000 for our Strengthening Our Firm
Foundation fundraising request! I knew that with
God’s help and your generosity this program would
work! Thanks to all of you who donated, supported and

prayed for this program! God can do amazing
things and he gets credit for all of this! Thank you
Lord!
Love you all! Steve Miller

PLEASE NOTE!
Change of Location for Saturday Night Worship
As of November 6th, we will be moving into the
Chapel to celebrate on Saturday Night. It is a much
smaller space, which means it is less expensive to heat
during the fall and winter months. There is usually
more than enough room for everyone, even if you
want to distance yourself from other worshippers. It is
also a cozy space to gather in community and praise
the Lord!

November Calendar Highlights
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG
Sunday, Nov 6 End of Daylight Savings Time
Tuesday, Nov 8 Vestry Meeting, 7:00 pm
Sunday, Nov. 13 St. Paul’s Breakfast Program, 7:00 am
Wednesday, Nov 23 Thanksgiving Service, 7:00 pm
Thursday, Nov. 24 Rotary Breakfast, 7:30 am
Church Office Hours: M-F, 9 am—1 pm
The Church office will be OPEN on Nov. 11th. We
thank our Veterans for their service.
The Church office will be CLOSED on November
24th & 25th for Thanksgiving.
Healing Service every Wed. @ 10 AM in the Chapel
Bible Study every Wed. @ 11 AM in the Library

From the Priest-In-charge
By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling

For All the Saints
The ancient Gaelic festival of Samhain (pronounced sow-in) is the pagan precursor to All Hallow’s Eve. It was believed
that the veil between this world and that of those who have died thins on that night so that the spirits can return to haunt
the living. To prevent having a spirit becoming attached to one’s self for the following year, people hid from them by
wearing costumes. As quaint as that may sound, we continue the tradition of being in costume on Halloween, even if
most don’t believe in the spirits returning. And some get a strange thrill out of scaring others or being scared themselves
that I don’t quite understand.
I have never enjoyed the horror genre, and I think it is because most of the stories involved delight in human suffering,
which I do not find entertaining. Perhaps for some, being “scared to death” helps ease their own fear of death in some
way, even at an unconscious level. Unfortunately, such fear prevents people from acknowledging their own mortality
and death, which leaves many unprepared spiritually and materially.
Our mortal flesh was not made to last forever. I am actually comforted by that truth as it motivates me to do all I can
with what God has given me in the limited time I have. It also makes me admit that the human body, for all its wonders
and abilities, is also frail.
There is a note in our Book of Common Prayer on page 507 at the very end of the liturgies for Burial of the Dead. It
reads:
The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all its meaning in the resurrection. Because Jesus
was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised. The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the
certainty that “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” This joy, however, does not make human grief
unchristian. The very love we have for each other in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by
death. Jesus himself wept at the grave of his friend. So, while we rejoice that the one we love has entered
into the nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn.
The juxtaposition of our Easter joy and human sorrow is one of the reasons that mourning is emotional work. This is
intensified if the death was unexpected or traumatic in some way. Rather then celebrating a long life well lived, we must
reorient our lives around a hole in our hearts and lives. Many have questioned God’s love and even God’s existence
when such events happen. There are no good answers, but I pray those suffering understand that God is with them in
their grief as God has experienced such a loss when Jesus was crucified on the cross.
It is a difficult truth to acknowledge that we are not guaranteed tomorrow, but it is not something we should grimly
fixate on either. We should make plans and have future expectations, but not to the detriment of today, living only for
“someday.” And at the same time, we need to be prepared for what will happen at some point, even if we do not know
the day or the hour.
Making plans for your death is a gift to your family and loved ones. Anyone can have a will, especially if they own
something. There are a surprising number of questions that are asked when someone dies and it is not only helpful, but
also a comfort to have answers, knowing that they are what our loved one wanted. We have available at the church
resources for planning your funeral as well as information on a “living will,” better know as an Advance Directive,
which allows you to decide what medical intervention you want in the event that you cannot speak for yourself.
If you would like to remember St. Peter’s in your will, we encourage you to become a member of the Howard S. Frazer
Legacy Society, named after a previous vicar of St. Peter’s. I would be happy to talk with you about what such a gift
could be and what language is needed in your estate planning. Such gifts are a blessing to the church and we thank you
for considering it.
We remember all the faithfully departed and I pray we find consolation in knowing they are at peace in God’s nearer
presence. May their example help us during our lives on earth as we prepare for eternal life in heaven.
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Church & Home
By Tiffany Myers
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for God’s steadfast love endures forever! (Psalm 107: 1)
What are some things you are thankful for? Why do you think it makes God happy when we say “Thank
you, God”? (From Five-Minute Bible Devotions for Children)
We give thanks every Sunday in worship, of course, and you may have a daily practice of praying your
thanks to God for blessings. It is always good to give thanks to God. November in America, with our
beloved Thanksgiving holiday, is a natural month to make thankfulness a regular practice and focus.
To that end, St. Peter’s will put up a “Thank you, God” bulletin board in the narthex, with paper for
congregants of all ages to write (or draw) something for which you want to thank God and post the thankyou on the board, on the two weekends leading up to Thanksgiving. (These are the same weekends when
we will receive almsgiving for United Thank Offering and for Redemption School in Gonaives, Haiti.)
Let’s fill the board with our thanks to God!
At home, you can take turns giving thanks to God for something about that day, every evening around the
dinner table. You can make thank-you prayers a part of every morning and every bedtime, and encourage
your kids to say a quick, silent thanks to God before lunch. You can write a mealtime blessing as a family.
Your children could make a thankfulness collage with photos and drawings. You can have discussions
with your kids about how to thank God even in difficult situations, when you are hurt or frustrated (such as
thanking God for being with you, for giving you strength, for loving you).

How many different ways can you think of to practice thankfulness? Does focusing on gratitude make a
difference to you?
To close, here are some very simple prayers of thanks, just to remind us that prayers don’t need to be
elaborate. They just need to come from the heart.
Thank you, God, for this sunny morning, it makes me happy.
(Child’s prayer from England)
Thank you very, very much, my God, thank you.
Give me food today, food for my sustenance every day.
Thank you very, very much. (Prayer from Kenya)

Dear God, thank you for making every good thing, for
helping me each day, and for loving me forever. Amen.
(From Five-Minute Bible Devotions for Children)
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Body and Soul

Dates to Remember

Join us for Advent Morning and Evening Prayer: InPerson or Virtually

Daylight Savings Time Ends on the first
Sunday of November. Remember to change
your clocks and watches that do not automatically
update.

For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: In
returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in
trust shall be your strength. Isaiah 30:15
The season of Advent reminds us to make room for the
moments of returning and rest that open us to God’s
presence. St. Peter’s invites you to do so by gathering
with other members of our congregation to read Morning
and or Evening Prayer daily or as often as possible.
Beginning Monday, November 28th and continuing
through Friday, December 23rd, members of the
congregation will lead Morning Prayer at 9 am and
Evening Prayer at 7 pm, either virtually of St. Peter’s
Facebook page or in person in Moore Memorial Chapel.
Please watch your bulletins and December newsletter for
the full schedule of services.

November Christian Formation Schedule
As a reminder, we have PreK-5th grade Sunday
School every Sunday from 9-10 AM unless
otherwise noted. (Nov. 27 will be Advent
Workshop instead.)
Nov. 6: Nursery Care (infants-4 yrs.) provided
during 10:15 AM service
Nov. 13: J2A teens serve at St. Paul’s Breakfast
Program in Camden; Children’s Chapel (ages 37) during 10:15 AM service; Thank-you notes to
God in narthex.

**********************************************
Elections for Diocesan Offices

Nov. 20: Children’s Sermon during 10:15 AM
service; Lunch & Learn with middle schoolers
from 11:40-12:30; Thank-you notes to God in
narthex.

There are a number of ministries
opportunities available at the
Diocesan level, including Standing
Committee, Diocesan Council,
General Convention Alternate
Deputies, Trustee of Diocesan
Trust Funds, and Cathedral
Chapter. If you are interest in
participating at the Diocese-level,
please talk with Rev. Valerie about
how you can serve. Nominations
need to be received by December
31, 2022. Our Diocesan Convention will be held on
March 4, 2023.

Nov. 27: Advent Workshop 9-10 AM in
Williams Hall for ALL ages. Nursery care
(infants-4 yrs.) provided during 10:15 AM
service.
Church Office Hours: M-F, 9 am—1PM
The Church office will be OPEN on Nov. 11th.
We thank our Veterans for their service.
The Church office will be CLOSED on
November 24th & 25th for Thanksgiving.
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From the Deacon’s Bench
By Dcn. Helen M. Orlando
Thanksgiving Almsgiving Weekends, November 12 & 13 and 19 & 20, 2022
Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for the labors of
those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great bounty, for the provision of our
necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Collect for Thanksgiving Day, BCP, p. 246.
In just a few lines, the Collect for Thanksgiving Day guides us from offering thanks to God for blessings received
to acknowledging our responsibility to share those blessings “for the relief of all who are in need.” This year, St.
Peter’s invites you to do so by making a financial offering at one of our Thanksgiving Almsgiving Weekends to
support the ministries of Redemption School, Haiti, and the United Thank Offering.
Haitian Prime Minister Ariel Henry’s September 11 announcement that fuel prices in Haiti would immediately be
doubled set off a wave of chaos that spread from Port-au-Prince to Gonaives, where gangs vandalized and looted
Redemption School. Redemption School’s clinic, offices, student computer lab were destroyed and all records
were lost. Classrooms in both the primary and secondary school buildings are now in a shambles.
In his most recent email, Father DeCamps, head of Redemption School, described the huge challenge it will be to
reopen the school following the loss of all desks, computers, printers, copiers, and electrical facilities. Vandals also
destroyed the school’s sanitary facilities and the equipment and furnishings of the student canteen. In response, St.
Peter’s International Outreach Team (IOT) is sending $1,000.00 in emergency funding to Redemption School as
soon as possible, trusting that, somehow, we will also be able to make our next regular pledge payment of
$1,000.00 due in February 2022.

Last year, the United Thank Offering (UTO) awarded more than $1 million in grants for 22 projects related to
Creation Care within the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion. In the Diocese of California, a
$53,888.00 UTO grant will establish Jubilee Farm Church at the center of an affordable housing community built
on diocesan land.
It will embody the Church’s mission of care for creation and serve as a place where people can reconnect with the
land, their neighbors, and with God. In the Anglican diocese of Tanzania, a $32,040.00 grant will pay for the
construction of shallow wells to increase access to safe and sustainable water in areas where climate change has
devastated previously dependable sources of water. 2023 UTO Grants will focus on innovative mission and
ministry projects addressing all aspects of the worldwide incarceration crisis, specifically preventative programs
and intervention, prisoner support outreach, prison reform work, or post-prison re-entry.
Special Almsgiving Weekend Offering envelopes will be available for your use on both Thanksgiving Almsgiving
Weekends. Whether you use an offering envelope at church or choose to mail your offering to us, please make
checks payable to St. Peter’s Episcopal Church with “Almsgiving Weekend” on the memo line. The total of all
offerings will be divided evenly between Redemption School, Haiti and the United Thank Offering (UTO).
May your eyes be opened to see God’s blessings and may you spread God’s blessings to others.
Deacon Helen
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PARISH NEWS
Local Parishioner Seeks Cleaning Help
One of our parishioners is looking for a cleaning person for a small ranch
home twice a month.
If you are interested in this position or are able to suggest someone else who
might be interested, please contact Deacon Helen at 609-238-0593 or
dcnhelen@stpetersmedford.org.
Thank you for your help!

The slate of Candidates for the 13th Bishop of the Diocese of New Jersey was announced on October 30th. You
can find more information about the Candidates at https://www.bishopsearchnj.org/leadership-2. There is a period
of 30 days when other candidates can be nominated by following a canonical process. We continue to pray for the
candidates and their families during this time of discernment.
The Rev. Canon Dr. Dena Cleaver-Bartholomew, Canon to the Ordinary, Diocese of Rhode Island
The Rev. Canon Dr. Sally French, Canon for Regional Ministry, Diocese of North Carolina
The Very Rev. Troy Mendez, Dean, Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, Phoenix, Arizona
The Rev. Janine Schenone, Rector, Good Samaritan Episcopal Church, San Diego, California
The Rev. Dr. Mauricio Jose Wilson, Rector, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Oakland, California
The Electing Convention will be held on Saturday, January 28, 2023.

Parish Register
BAPTISMS
Macklin James Farrell, son of Sean and Sara Farrell on October 2, 2022
WEDDINGS
None
MEMORIAL SERVICES
Regina Zavist, sister of John Montgomery, October 22, 2022
Paul D’Esterre, father-in-law of Ted Balling, October 22, 2022
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The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of November.
Happy Birthday to them all!
Nov. 3: Margaret Reed
Nov. 4: Mary Murphy
Nov. 5: Maria Montgomery
Nov. 6: Tom Worsdell, Fr. Bob Legnani, Tom Andrews, Jillian Floyd
Nov. 7: Christina Little, Brayden Ackerman
Nov. 8: Francis Reed
Nov. 9: Jon Andrews, Brian Miller, Sabrina Tredwell
Nov. 10: Grace Castiglia, Brady Moore
Nov. 12: Josephine Sherwood
Nov. 13: Brian Griffith
Nov. 15: Geri Blum, Charlotte LaRue, Jonah Dufala, Olivia Dufala
Nov. 17:Christopher Hopp, Matthew Adler, Darren Wu
Nov. 18: Brad Denn
Nov. 21: Ken Montgomery, Susan Barrall, Ryan Rubano, Patricia Alvarez, Hudson Beyer
Nov. 23: Linda White
Nov. 24: Thom Boyer
Nov. 25: Grace Stewart
Nov. 28: Nancy Shaw, Donald Sunlitis
Nov. 29: Stephen Scarpulla, Russ Carvin
Nov. 30: Jo Anderson, Jennifer Tredwell, Heather Rodden

If you or a member of your family has a birthday in November that is not listed above, please contact the
Parish Office.
Birthday Prayers
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another year.
Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life:
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, p. 830)
Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be. Strengthen him
when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall: and in his heart may thy
peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, p.
830)
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM

Top Right: Children's Sermon October 16
Bottom Left: Baptism, October 2
Photos Courtesy of Tiffany Myers.

8

Battle of the Bands

Collage: St. Peter’s Battle of the Bands
Pictures by Barbara Kelly and Michelle Scarpulla
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Scarecrows

Top Left: Putting him up
Bottom Right: Skip D. visiting the scarecrow
Photos Courtesy of: Tiffany Myers and Barbara
Dane
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
..

One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ 08055
The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge
The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon
Brendan Moore, Music Director
Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation
Tel: 609-654-2963
Fax: 609-654-0401
http://www.stpetersmedford.org
Email: office@stpetersmedford.org Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org
Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service.
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Service Schedule
Saturday Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m.
Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m.
Family Eucharist....................... 10:15 a.m.
Weekdays
Wednesday, Healing Eucharist................ 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study ......................... 11 a.m.
Thursday, Centered ................................. 7 p.m.
Starting November 28th for Advent
Morning Prayer (Monday-Friday) .......... 9 a.m.
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