
December 2022 

Good News
 

By Maureen Joos 

 

“Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Be-

hold , a virgin will be with child and bear a son. And, 

she will call him Immanuel. Immanuel, God is with 

us.”  Isaiah 7:14 

Where did this past year go? A frequently asked ques-

tion as we ponder the last 12 months. 

Advent is the beginning of the Church year. It is a time 

of anticipation. A time of preparation, and a time of 

remembrance.  

During this Advent season we reflect on how we can 

prepare our hearts and homes for Christ’s birth in the 

world as it is today. It is a time for communities and 

families to remember through prayer, good deeds re-

flection and music what the true meaning of Jesus’ 

birth is all about. 

A quiet time of watching and waiting. 

Let us approach this Christmas with an expectant hush 

rather than a last minute rush! 

May the holy and blessed occasion of Advent bring 

peace, joy and warmth to you all. 

 

December Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 
 

Sat Dec. 3  - Advent Retreat, 10:00 am—2:30 pm 
Sun Dec. 11 - St. Paul’s Breakfast Program, 7 am 
Tues Dec. 13 - Vestry Meeting, 7:00 pm 
Sat Dec. 17 - Greening of the Church, 9:00 am 
Wed Dec. 21 - Blue Christmas Service, 7:00 pm 
Sat Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Services, 3, 7, 11 pm. 
Sun Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Service, 10 am 
 

We will have the Healing service on Wednesday 
mornings at 10 am on December 7th , 14th, & 21st. 
 

We will have the Wednesday Bible Study at 11 am 
on December 7th and 14th.  
 

The Church office will be CLOSED from 
December 26th through January 2, 2023. 

From the Vestry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help make a family’s  

Christmas wishes come true! 

A bulletin board in the Narthex at the church has name 

tags displaying items this family would like to receive. 

If you would like to participate please help yourself to 

one or more gift tags.  

You may return your item no later than December 12th 

and place it—unwrapped and with the name tag 

included—under the Jesse tree that will be positioned at 

the front of the Church. Thank you for making this 

another heartwarming experience.  

Thank you for your generous support! 



From the Priest-In-charge 
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By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

Advent Calendar 

Oddly enough, even though my family went to church on a regular basis from about 1980, we did not have 

an Advent wreath or an Advent Calendar. Instead, my mother had a creative way to help overly excited kids 

(my sister and me) with no real concept of time know how many days it was until Christmas. She made a 

long strip of paper, 1 1/2 to 2 inches wide that she folded into squares, wrote a date in each square, and 

hung it up on the door jam in the kitchen on December 1st. My brothers, sister and I got to tear off one 

square each night after dinner—fortunately the math worked out that with 4 kids, we each got to tear off 6 

squares. Even as we got older—even into college—we still asked our mom to make the Christmas 

countdown calendar.  

I’ve noticed over the past decade or so that the popularity of Advent 

Calendars has really taken off, mostly because companies found a way 

to sell their products in a “fun” way.  You can get an Advent Calendar 

full of Legos, candy, perfume, even scotch (Advent calendars are not 

just for kids!). There is definitely a market of grandparents wanting to 

share some of their religious beliefs with grandchildren in a non-

threatening way or those who want to draw out the gift giving/

receiving  for four weeks.  My inner cynic easily goes into overdrive 

when I see how the secular culture takes over the beauty and joy of the 

Advent season with greed or gluttony.  

That being said, I can hope and pray that all Advent Calendars help us 

be mindful of time. This is not just a season to get through or get past 

to get to the “good stuff.” Advent is intended to offer us the much 

needed time to reflect on the coming of the Christ into this world, both 

at his birth and on the Day of the Lord, whenever that will be.  

It is a deep subject to consider—that the Creator decided it was time 

for the Word to become flesh. Why was it the “right time” for Jesus to 

come to us about 2000 years ago? I’ll never have a complete answer to that question, but I am eternally 

grateful that I get to live during the part of human history after Jesus’s birth when I can know about his life, 

death and resurrection.  We live in the reality that the kingdom of God is “already” established on earth, but 

“not yet” fully realized. This truth offers us both peace and purpose, assured of God’s love for us and 

moved to do our part to expand and establish God’s realm completely on earth as it is in heaven.  

Ironically, even with all the focus on Advent Calendars, there never seems to be enough time during Advent 

to ponder Christ’s incarnation or how we should be prepared for Christ’s coming again. We are distracted 

by so much, especially our expectations of a “perfect” Christmas. Perhaps we need to reclaim at least some 

of Advent for  preparing our hearts and minds for Christ arrival. 

Of course we know that in this “already/not yet” time, Christ is already with us, so we don’t need to only 

focus on December 25th. Jesus is within us, even now living and reigning in our hearts and minds.  

However, the season of Advent reminds us to vacuum and dust those corners of our beings that get dirty 

with doubt and fear. We have taken the time to “clean up our act” and get focused on what is truly 

important—making time to be with God. 

Even cats get into the Advent spirit! 
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Church & Home 

By Tiffany Myers 
 

“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas, everywhere you go.”  While here, in the Episcopal Church, we cultivate the 

joy of expectation. We wait for it.  Frankly, it’s the anticipation that imbues the month of December with such magic. 

With each light strung, each decoration hung, each gift planned, each cookie baked, each glimpse of Santa (or Santa’s 

helpers), children feel their anticipation grow like a balloon being inflated.  Special things are happening, all leading up 

to something wonderful! And in the Episcopal Church, we build that excitement of Christ’s coming with each Advent 

candle lit, each prayer said, each week’s lectionary.   Something special is happening! Someone wonderful is coming! 

God as Jesus, a baby born, Love on Earth. 

 

If you haven’t heard, I broke my ankle and will be laid up for a while.  Thanks to others graciously volunteering to 

substitute for me, our PreK-5th grade Sunday School class will continue to meet. December is always a fun month in 

Sunday School, as we celebrate Advent and look forward to Christmas. 

 

A word of thanks to the Krug family for live music during our Advent Workshop and to Reverend Valerie and Sue 

Legnani for cutting a beautiful variety of greens for the Advent wreaths, and to anyone else who helped set up or clean 

up, so that our Advent Workshop could go on as planned for those who chose to participate!  

May your family have a joyfully expectant Advent and feel the Love of God in Jesus this Christmas. 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 

If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part. 

Yet what I can, I give him: Give my heart. 

(Christina Rossetti) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The longest night of the year occurs on the winter solstice,  which 
will be on Wednesday, December 21st . As a way to make space 
for those who are experiencing a “long night” from having lost 
loved ones and are grieving in someway, we will offer a “Blue 
Christmas” Service that night at 7 PM.  

It is important to grieve, especially during the holiday season.  This 
service offers a time to remember those we love and see no longer, 
as well as acknowledge the grace and consolation we receive from 
the Holy Spirit.   
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    By Edith Green, RN 
 

If you don’t mind, I’m going to give SHOUT 
OUTS in this month’s contribution. 
 
#1  To Jesus Christ whose impending birth is for 
our redemption. May we be thankful for HIS 
coming, not just on Christmas, but all year long. 
 
#2  To all of you who sent me prayers and cards 
during my “Not feeling good” stage. It’s no fun 
being in the hospital and having never ending 
doctor appointments. Taking multiple 
medications, and feeling tired and somewhat out 
of breath all the time. I do appreciate and thank 
you for your concerns.  
 
#4  To Rev. Valerie and Deacon Helen. Rev. 
Valerie took her time to come to see that I got 
communion and Deacon Helen was kind enough 
to give me a ride home from a doctor’s 
appointment. She also kept in touch to see how I 
was doing. Really appreciated that.  
 
#5  Sue Legnani for her willingness to host and 
facilitate a virtual Bible Study. It was really great, 
enjoyable to me even though my computer did 
not cooperate sometimes. We did the chapter of 
Genesis and will be doing the books of Ruth and 
Esther beginning in January. I encourage all of 
you to join us for an hour each week to learn 
about and discuss these amazing women. 
 
#6  And last but not least, to all of you who have 
made a commitment to be involved with St. 
Peter’s both physically and financially. No matter 
how little you may think you’re doing, in the big 
picture, it means more than you know.  
 
I wish all of you much joy and happiness in your 
lives always and in particular the upcoming 
holiday season.  
 

Upcoming Schedule 

December 4 

PreK-5th grade Sunday School 9-10AM  

Nursery care provided during our 10:15 AM 

worship. (Please bring your infants through 

4-year olds before 10:30 AM.) 

 

December 11 

PreK-5th grade Sunday School 9-10AM  

Children’s Chapel is canceled this month. 

 

December 18 

PreK-5th grade Sunday School 9-10AM with 

Pageant Prep! If you have children who are 

younger or older who would like to 

participate in the pageant, please contact us!  

We would love to have your children 

participate!  Most likely, we will ask parents 

to stay and make it an intergenerational 

Sunday School wherein parents help 

children with a craft for the prepare for the 

pageant, including fitting them with a 

costume.  

Christmas Pageant during the 10:15 AM 

service! 

Children’s Sermon as part of the pageant.  

Middle School Lunch & Learn with Reverend 

Valerie, 11:35-12:30.  BYO Lunch this 

month.  

 

December 24 & December 25   

The Family Service is at 3PM on Christmas 

Eve.  

There will be no nursery care provided this 

week.  Our PrayGround is always open for 

those under 5! Parents can keep an eye on 

their little ones from one of the front pews 

nearby. 

Merry Christmas! 

 

January 1 

No Sunday School today 

No Nursery Care today 

Dates to Remember Body and Soul 



From the Deacon’s Bench 
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By The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 
Are you Ready? 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I know real people - maybe you are one of them – who have purchased and wrapped all of their Christmas 
gifts by the end of October and whose Christmas trees and outdoor lights are on display the day after 
Thanksgiving. Sometimes I envy their readiness – Oh well… 
 
Fortunately, the season of Advent does not require Christmas trees and tinsel. (Neither does the Christmas 
season, for that matter.) Instead, it calls us to prepare ourselves to joyously celebrate the birth of Jesus so 
many years ago, to recognize Christ Jesus among us now as we reach out to others in care and love, and to 
live in anticipation of the coming of the Son of Man and the promised Kingdom of God. As Jesus told his 
first disciples and now tell us: “Therefore, you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unex-
pected hour.” (Matt. 24:44)  
 
The season of Advent reminds us to “be ready” every day of the year. Each of us will get ready in different 
ways, but here are a few ideas: Join with other St. Peter’s parishioners in reading Morning and/or Evening 
Prayer throughout the Advent season, then continue throughout the year on your own, with a family mem-
ber, or with a friend.  
 
Add Forward Day by Day to your daily prayer time – it’s a good support to daily Bible reading. Free copies 
are available in the narthex and on a table near the chapel. Plan now to gather with others for St. Peter’s Ad-
vent Quiet Day on Saturday, December 3 from 10am-2:30pm.  
 
Offer the hospitality of your table for a special Christmas meal. Or, remembering that we are asked to feed 
the hungry daily, not just seasonally, add a few extra items to your grocery list each time you shop and do-
nate them to the Christian Caring Center (collection bins are in our narthex) or take a homemade meal to 
someone who is ill or recovering from surgery.  
 
Because people hunger not only for food, but also for human contact, ask yourself who in your neighbor-
hood is lonely? Could you visit them? Who needs a listening ear? Can you be the one who takes the time to 
listen? Can you be a part of the coming of the Kingdom of God now?  
 
May your Advent and Christmas seasons be blessed and may you be Christ’s blessing to others not only 
now but throughout the year.  
 
Deacon Helen    
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PARISH NEWS 

Christmas Communion for the Homebound and Hospitalized — During the Christmas season, 
Reverend Valerie+ and Deacon Helen make a special effort to bring Holy Communion to those unable to 
attend services at St. Peter’s due to illness, long or short-term disability, or other health concerns. If you 
or someone you know would like Christmas Communion brought to them at home or at a hospital or 
other facility, please contact Deacon Helen Orlando at dcnhelen@stpetersmedford.org or 609-238-0593.    
 

May God bless you during Advent and the coming Christmas season. 
 

************************* 
Schedule for Advent Morning and Evening Prayer 

Monday, November 28 through Friday, December 23, 2022 
(All services last for about ½ hour) 

In Moore Memorial Chapel  
Morning Prayer: Monday through Friday, beginning at 9 am.  
Evening Prayer:   Monday, Wednesday and Friday beginning at 7pm. (Please note that there will be no 
Evening Prayer on Wednesday, December 21, due to the Longest Night Service at 7pm.) 
 

On St. Peter’s Facebook Page 
Evening Prayer: Tuesday and Thursday, beginning at 7pm.  
  

To follow St. Peter’s on Facebook, click “Like” under our cover banner; Facebook will notify you when 
the services are being livestreamed. If you do not have a Facebook account, go to https://
www.facebook.com/st.peters.3/. In either case, scroll down until you see the service. 
 

******************************* 

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 

Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24th Saturday, December 31st 

3 PM Family Service with Children’s Homily 5 PM in the Chapel 

7 PM Rite II Holy Eucharist with music 

11 PM Rite II Holy Eucharist with music 

Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25th  Sunday, January 1, 2023 

There will be no 7:45 am service on 12/25 There will be no 7:45 am service on 1/1/23 

10 AM Rite I Holy Eucharist 10:15 AM Holy Name of Jesus 

 

Parish Register 
BAPTISMS—None  
 
WEDDINGS—None 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 
Catherine Renshaw, October 31, 2022 
Joan Stevenson, November 19, 2022 
Alma Sandford, November 19, 2022 
Bob Barrall, November 29, 2022 

https://www.facebook.com/st.peters.3/
https://www.facebook.com/st.peters.3/
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Advent Quiet Day 

Save the Date! 

Saturday, December 3, 2022 

For an Advent Quiet Day 

Held in St. Peter’s Chapel 

From 10:00 am to 2: 30 pm 

Bring a lunch. Coffee and tea provided 

The day will be held in SILENCE 

(Yes, you can do it!) 

Spend some quiet time with Jesus before the  

Christmas crunch gets frantic! 

The focus will be on Prayer – with some “show and tell”. 

Come and spend some quality time with our Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conductor: Sr. Sue Taylor 
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 

 

 

 

Collage: David and Goliath worry stones: Cast your fears on God.   
 
Photos Courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 
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Advent Workshop 

 

Collage: Advent Workshop. Thanks to the Krugs for the live music! And to Valerie and Sue Legnani for cutting beautiful 
greens.  
 
Photos by Sue Legnani. 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Service Schedule 

Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m. 

 Family Eucharist ....................... 10:15 a.m. 

Weekdays 

Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ................ 10 a.m.  

Wednesday, Bible Study ......................... 11 a.m. 

Morning Prayer (Monday-Friday) .......... 9 a.m. 
 through December 23rd  
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge  

The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 

Brendan Moore, Music Director      Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator     Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation 

Tel: 609-654-2963         Fax: 609-654-0401         http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org  Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 

.. 


