
January 2023 

Good News
 

Giving Thanks for the Old Year  

and Greeting the New One 

by Sara Cureton 

This year has certainly been one of transition for St. 

Peter’s and for all of us. After an agonizingly long two 

years we are fully back in the church building and 

resuming some of our regular traditions. In-person 

services are feeling “normal” once again and folks are 

even making that long trek down the corridor to enjoy 

coffee in Williams Hall!  

We have faced some great challenges this year, too. A 

financial shortfall led us to launch the “Strengthening 

Our Firm Foundation” campaign this summer. We 

should all take pride in this very successful effort that 

exceeded its goal. None of this would have been 

possible without all of us working together: 

parishioners, vestry, and clergy. Well done. 

As we look forward to 2023, there are certainly 

challenges and reasons to celebrate on the horizon. We 

will welcome a new bishop. We will prepare for the 

150th anniversary of St. Peter’s Church. And we will 

have to deal with the increasingly pressing issue of our 

leaky roof.  

As a community of faith we have indeed proven 

repeatedly that we can come together to solve problems 

and grow in our relationship with Christ. The coming 

year will certainly call on us to do this again. We all 

play a role here and I encourage each of you to 

consider your individual call to ministry. Do you have 

a green thumb? Consider working on the church 

grounds this spring and summer. Do you really love to 

sing, even if you have not been in a choir for many 

years? Join the choir! Want to become more involved 

in our liturgy? Join the altar guild. Do you love to join 

others in exploring the Gospel? Join, or start, a Bible 

Study group or even volunteer to lead one of our 

January Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 

The Church office will be CLOSED from December 

26th through January 2, 2023. 

Sun Jan. 8 - St. Paul’s Breakfast Program, 7 am 

Wed Jan11—Meet the Bishop Candidates at Church of 

the Ascension, Gloucester City, 1:30-3:30 PM 

Tues Jan 17 - Vestry Meeting, 7:00 pm 

Sat Jan 21—Vestry Retreat 

Sat Jan 28—Episcopal Election 

Sun Jan 29—Annual Meeting 11:30 AM 

Starting January 11th 

Healing Service every Wed. @ 10 AM in the Chapel 

Bible Study every Wed. @ 11 AM in the Library.  

From the Vestry 

Walking in the Spirit adventures. Want to help lead 

our parish through to the next 150 years? Join the 

vestry—it is a great group, not scary at all, and a 

place where you can really impact our larger 

community. About this last one let me add that 

every one of you is a potential vestry member—no 

special skills are required. What you need is a love 

of Christ, a desire to help our parish community 

grow in faith and service, and a willingness to share 

your time and talent. Please consider it. I look 

forward to seeing you at one of our upcoming 

holiday services.  

Let me end by wishing you all a joyful and blessed 
Christmas season.  



From the Priest-In-charge 

2 

By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

Feast of the Epiphany—And What is Next! 

January 6th will always be, first and foremost, the Feast of the Epiphany. While that date has taken on 

significance in our secular culture, I pray that it does not override the importance of this sacred feast. In 

fact, I can think of nothing more appropriate than celebrating “The Light of the World” in the Christ child 

with the arrival of the Magi in overcoming the darkness of other events that occurred on this date.  

You may ask why we celebrate the Epiphany on January 6th.. As with many Christian celebrations, the date 

was selected because in the first centuries of the Christian Era, the winter solstice was observed on January 

6th. To draw attention away from pagan festivals, Christians chose that date to celebrate the various 

manifestations, or "epiphanies," of Jesus' divinity. These showings of his divinity included his birth, the 

coming of the Magi, his baptism, and the Wedding at Cana where he miraculously changed water into wine. 

The day was called "The Feast of Lights." Celebration of the Son of God replaced celebration of the sun. 

Baptisms were done, and a season of preparation was instituted, which was later became the Season of 

Advent. 

By the 4th century, the winter solstice was kept on December 25th. Jesus' birth was celebrated on that date in 

both eastern (Orthodox tradition) and western (Roman tradition, including The Episcopal Church) churches. 

The western churches commemorated the coming of the Magi on January 6th, while the eastern churches 

continued to celebrate the Baptism of our Lord and the Wedding at Cana on that day. 

The Seasons of Advent, Christmas, and after the Epiphany are sometimes referred to 

as the “Incarnation Cycle.” During this time we anticipate, celebrate and reflect on 

the miraculous reality of God becoming human. It is an unparalleled event and 

worthy of our time of consideration, as well as what our response should be.  

What can we offer to God in gratitude for the gift of Jesus?  It seems to me that 

“everything” is almost too simple. Perhaps the song “In the bleak midwinter” gets it 

right by saying the only thing we really have to give is our hearts—the core of our 

being, the symbol of love, and the beating center of life.  

If we put our hearts into an endeavor, we give it our all, and our faith deserves such effort. As we begin a 

new year, I ask you to consider giving your heart—your all—to Jesus. It really is for your own benefit to do 

so. Christ’s light shines on us always, especially when life gets difficult. It is also an opportunity to share 

our knowledge of God’s love and light with others who may not know how to access the love and light we 

find in Jesus.  

January 7, 2023, will be the kickoff of the newest iteration of The Way of St. Paul, a congregational 

development program created for and by the Diocese of New Jersey. This process transforms individual 

lives by giving people the tools to develop a deeper, richer faith life, the ability to see Christ working in the 

lives of people around them, and the words to talk about it. 

The Way of St. Paul can also transform the lives of congregations by helping individuals grow spiritually, 

creating more vibrant, loving, Christ-centered communities that fill the hunger for connection and for God 

that our world feels. This is the natural next step for us at St. Peter’s following our RenewalWorks efforts. 

There is a team of people planning on attending this forum virtually (it is being held in Princeton, if you are 

able to attend in person—great!). Please let me know if you would like to participate or want more info. 

This is a great opportunity to bring the light of God’s incarnation into our St. Peter’s community while 

learning how best to share God’s love and light with our friends, neighbors and community.  
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Church & Home 

By Tiffany Myers 
 
For the new year, I thought I’d share some food for thought for parents regarding kids and church.  The content is from 
Forma’s Facebook group for Christian Formation. 
 
For parents of young children 
Bring them to church. Saturate their lives with the Word of God. Even if they lay on the floor. Even if they need 437 goldfish 
and a sucker to be quiet. Even if you stand in the back swaying back and forth holding them. Even when it’s hard. Even when 
when your row looks like a small hurricane just came through. Bring them to church. Let them see you worship. Let them see 
you pray. Let them see you running toward the Savior ... because if they don’t see and learn these things from you, who are 
they going to learn them from? 
The world will teach them it’s not a priority. The world will teach them it’s okay to lay out, not to pick up their Bibles. The 
world will direct them so far off course, confuse them, and misinform them that just being “good” is enough. The world 
won’t teach them about Jesus. That’s our job. 
Bring them to church. 
We love your kids and look forward to seeing them here often! 
(from Stacy Lynn) 
 
For parents of teens 
The question: “One of our active youth was telling her parents she doesn't think she is at a point that she believes.”  Here are 
a few of the responses: (From Sharon Ely Pearson, a Christian Formation consultant) And that's developmentally appropriate, 
is what I tell parents. Check out Elizabeth Caldwell's book, "Leaving Home With Faith: Nurturing the Spiritual Life of Our 
Youth" as a resource for parents. Good appendices, bibliography, and discussion questions. 
(From LHP) Some observations as a parent: 1) Many or maybe most teens "don't believe in God" at some point. I suspect that 
it is part of owning what they DO believe in. 2) Don't fight it, but share your faith experience. 3) Connections with a faith 
community can continue even if they don't believe. My son (14) loves going to youth group and tolerates church, but is vocal 
in his not being a "Christian" . Recently he introduced us to a YouTube series that visits different faith traditions. We've been 
watching it together, with some good conversations afterwards. (on YouTube, Have a little faith by soul pancake) 
(From NS) It is a time to question what we believe, what we don't believe, and it’s a part of formation. Just come anyway to 
be in community, be involved in outreach (which most do believe in) and let God take care of things. 
(From KC) This is so common among the teens I hear from that I feel that it is almost age-appropriate and possibly a sign of 
a healthy spiritual path - meaning that they are not taking lightly the things people say they "believe in".... 
 
I just want to reassure parents who are in this boat that you haven’t failed your kids and they haven’t failed the Church. 
Certainly, they haven’t failed God. One of the great things about the Episcopal Church is that it’s fine, even good, to ask 
questions.  You know yourselves that you go through peaks and valleys in your faith.  Share your faith journey with your 
children, let them see that you question at times, and that you make the choice to persist in worship, in prayer, in believing in 
the God of love.  Come to church and engage in loving your neighbor by volunteering at St. Paul’s Breakfast program 
together; let your teens buy a canned food item or socks for the Christian Caring Center bins.  See if you can get them to 
come to church with you.  I’m sure some of them think it’s boring - - That’s an age-old reaction of adolescents, for one thing, 
and their world is so much faster-paced and constantly stimulating, that church is even more different than it was when we 
were growing up.  Ask them what they would like from worship, and let us know if there are hymns they’d like to hear sung; 
ask them what kind of service they’d like to do - - Someone made a suggestion of aligning a service project at St. Peter’s with 
a cause they learn about in school, such as something to support a peer with cancer, which is a great suggestion - but we need 
your kids to tell us about it!  Plan a family prayer ritual with their help and a time to do it at home each week.  Ask them 
where they see God in the world and where they would like to see God but don’t.   Don’t stop trying to engage them in 
conversation even if it’s difficult to get them to open up.  Tell them God loves them and will always welcome them, and so 
will we at St. Peter’s.  
 
And if you feel overwhelmed in this post-pandemic life with children of any age, let us know how we can help.  Maybe a 
once-a-month parents’ social night, and a once-a-month movie or game night for the teens (or afternoon for younger kids). 
Throw your ideas our way.  And let’s all pray for our families with children and for our youth, who are growing up seeking 
meaning and purpose, wanting to love and be loved: May they believe that God loves them and take to heart Jesus’ words to  
“Love God, and love your neighbor (and love yourself).” 
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When the song of the angels is stilled, 

when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 

when the shepherds are back with their 

flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: 

to find the lost, 

to heal the broken, 

to feed the hungry, 

to release the prisoner, 

to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among the people, 

to make music in the heart. 

 
Howard Thurman, 1899-1981 
Preacher, teacher, poet, theologian, and civil 
rights leader. 

 

January Schedule for children/youth 

1/1-No Sunday School or Nursery Care today 

1/8-J2A teens and families are encouraged to 

serve at St. Paul’s Breakfast Program  

 -Sunday School resumes for PreK-5th grade, 9-

10AM 

 -No Children’s Chapel today 

1/15 –Sunday School PreK-5th Grade, 9-10AM 

-Children’s Homily during 10:15AM service 

-Lunch & Learn with Reverend Valerie for 

middle schoolers, 11:30AM-12:30PM 

1/22-Sunday School PreK-5th Grade, 9-10AM 

-Nursery Care provided during 10:15AM service 

for infants through age 4 

-1/29-Sunday School PreK-5th Grade, 9-10AM 

Dates to Remember The Work of Christmas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2023 Stewardship Campaign Update  
 

We currently have received 68 pledges for a total of $162,818, which is short of our goal of $213,000. 

If you have not pledged, we ask you to consider doing so as a commitment to God. It also helps the Vestry 
make the best plans and decisions for our ministry.  

We greatly appreciate all who give to St. Peter’s in our efforts to share God’s love in Medford and around 
the world.  



From the Deacon’s Bench 
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By Dcn. Helen M. Orlando 
 
Epiphany Journeys 
 
When I was a young, my parents had one very strict rule about how early I was allowed to disturb them in the 
morning. Although I could get up whenever I wanted, I could not knock or wake them until 8:00 am. Being an 
early riser, this meant that I spent a good amount of time wandering about the house before I was allowed to ask 
for company. The wait was lonely and boring, except at Christmastime, when I was allowed to play with the 
figures in our family manger scene, including the figures of the Three Kings who had travelled to worship the 
newborn child, Jesus. A few years later, I became and continue to be captivated by the story of the Three Kings as 
depicted in Carlo Menotti’s children’s opera, “Amahl and the Night Visitors.” (Please contact me if you would like 
to borrow the video. The music is gorgeous.) The story goes like this… 
 
Lame since birth, Amahl lives with his widowed mother in a state of destitution so great that they have “neither 
food to eat nor wood for the fireplace.” Because Amahl is given to spinning tall tales, the opening scenes of the 
opera are quite humorous until someone knocks at the door and Amahl opens it to discover Three Kings. The 
Kings quickly explain that they are following a star to find the Christ Child and ask to enter Amahl’s and his 
mother’s home to rest before continuing their journey. Just before falling asleep, they show Amahl and his mother 
the gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh meant for the child. As they sleep, Amahl’s mother makes desperate and 
failed attempt to steal the gold in order to save herself and her child from their life of poverty.  
 
Caught by the kings’ servant, Amahl’s mother is amazed when the Kings, having mysteriously gained the 
knowledge that the Child they seek does not need their gold because he will “build his kingdom on love,” urge her 
to keep the gold. As she worries that she has no gift to offer to the kings in return, Amahl offers to make a gift of 
his crutch. As he holds it out to the kings with both hands, he unthinkingly takes a step forward and joyfully 
discovers that the Child has now blessed him with the ability to walk! As the opera ends, Amahl has joined the 
kings on their quest, leaving behind his mother and all that he has ever known in order to “give the crutch to the 
Child himself.” 
 
Like the Kings, have you ever deliberately left your comfort zone to mix with people who are poorer than you, or 
politically or religiously different from you, who follow different lifestyles or are somehow considered “less than” 
you…and found God in them? Like the mother, have you been moved from desperation to the recognition of the 
rich blessings granted you by God? Like Amahl, has God moved you in such a way that your journey is moving 
you from selfishness to thanksgiving and the desire and ability to love and serve your neighbor as yourself? Or 
have you found new confidence to strike out alone because of your confidence in God’s blessings?  
 
Perhaps your own journey sounds nothing like those found in the story of Amahl and the Night Visitors. Know that 
God has made each of us a unique and beloved creature. The journey you find yourself following is the one God 
means for you to undertake. Perhaps you feel that you are standing still while others journey on. Know that when 
the time is right, Christ will lead you in the way you should go. And know that, no matter how, when or how often 
we journey, if our journeys are inspired by Christ, we will meet him along the way.  
 
On the journey…   
Deacon Helen 
 
“God of surprises and gifts, you revealed yourself as a newborn baby and, with a star, you led the peoples of the 
earth to worship Jesus, your only Son: lead us to see you face-to-face, and help us to discover our gifts and talents 
so that we may offer them up to you and your service. Let us be Jesus’s light in the world today. Amen.”  
 
From Common Prayer for Children and Families by Jennifer Gamber and Timothy J. S. Seamans, p. 62. 



6 

PARISH NEWS 

 
Rev. Valerie, Deacon Helen, Lisa, Tiffany, Brendan, Danielle and Mark offer their deep thanks and 

appreciation to the members of St. Peter’s for the generous Christmas Bonus.  We are delighted to share our 

gifts and talents with this wonderful community.  Blessings to all in 2023! 

Christmas Communion for the Homebound and Hospitalized 
During the Christmas season, Reverend Valerie and Deacon Helen make a special effort to bring Holy 
Communion to those unable to attend services at St. Peter’ due to illness, long or short-term disability, or 
other health concerns. If you or someone you know would like Christmas Communion brought to them at 
home or at a hospital or other facility, please contact Deacon Helen Orlando at 
dcnhelen@stpetersmedford.org or 609-238-0593.    
May God bring you a joyous Christmas season.        
 
Bishop Candidates’ “Jersey Journey” 

The Transition Committee invites you to meet our bishop candidates when they’re here in the diocese for 

the Walkabouts. The candidates will visit January 9th to 14th and tour the diocese. Their visit will 

include visiting Trinity Cathedral and several churches, talking about ministries, and meeting many New 

Jersey Episcopalians. As part of that visit, there will be five Candidate Forums for the candidates to answer 

questions and engage in conversation with us. Clergy and delegates to the electing convention are 

especially encouraged to attend a forum, but everyone is welcomed and all of the forums will be 

available for remote viewing via the Internet.  Mark your calendar now for the forum of your choice! 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 20231:30PM - 3:30PM 

Church of the Ascension, 110 S. Sussex Street, Gloucester City NJ 08030 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2023 7:00PM - 9:00PM 

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 90 Leonardine Avenue, South River NJ 08882 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2023 6:30PM - 8:30PM 

St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 182 Main Street, Gladstone NJ 07934 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13, 2023 7:00PM - 9:00PM 

St. Mark and All Saints Episcopal Church, 429 S. Pitney Road, Galloway NJ 0820 

Go to https://www.youtube.com/@EpiscopalDioceseofNewJersey to view forums. 

 

The Annual Financial Meeting will be held in-person on Sunday, January 29th at 11:30 AM in 

Williams Hall.  We will be reviewing our 2022 finances and the 2023 Budget. We appreciate your 

participation and support of our ministry.  

Parish Register 
BAPTISMS—None 
 
WEDDINGS—None 
 
MEMORIAL SERVICES—None 

https://www.youtube.com/@EpiscopalDioceseofNewJersey
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The Good Book On-line Bible Study & In-person Bible Study 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us for the 2023 Good Book Club readings from Ruth and Esther. This Bible study comes to us from 
Forward Movement and we will follow their study guide starting on Tuesday, January 10 at 7:00 pm through 
Zoom.  We will meet on the following dates: Jan. 10, 17, 24, 31, February 7 and 14 at 7:00 pm. 
 
For our journey through scripture this Epiphany, the Good Book Club will explore Ruth and Esther, books 
that explore the faithfulness and courage of two remarkable women. The stories of Ruth and Esther have 
much to teach us about the Hebrew concept of “chesed”, which means sacred kindness as well as the 
willingness to be in sacrificial relationship with loved ones and our communities. 
 
You may also join the Good Book Club with daily scripture readings, reflections, and teachings, from 
Epiphany, Friday, January 6, to Shrove Tuesday, February 21, 2023. Follow the link below for the daily 
readings. 
View and download the readings.Sign up to receive updates.  
 
The Bible study material for each week can be found here: Resources – Good Book Club. 
 
The Zoom link is: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82052716619?
pwd=cnR1dGI4dmZXcUJMQURYbGNxdytPQT09 
 
Everyone is welcome. No prior Bible knowledge is required…we are all learning together.   
 
Please contact Sue Legnani with any questions at sue.legnani@gmail.com. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In-person Bible Study starting Wednesday, January 11th at 11 am in the Library  

We will be studying the books of the Apocrypha   

Apocrypha is from the Greek word for “hidden.” It normally refers to fifteen books 

not found in the Hebrew canon of the Hebrew Scriptures and includes the following: 

Tobit, Judith, additions to the Book of Esther, the Wisdom of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus 

(the Wisdom of Jesus son of Sirach), Baruch, the Letter of Jeremiah, the Prayer of 

Azariah and the Song of the Three Children, Susanna, Bel and the Dragon, 

 1 Maccabees, 2 Maccabees, 1 Esdras, the Prayer of Manasseh, and 2 Esdras. All of 

these books, with the exception of 2 Esdras, are found in the Septuagint, the Greek version of the Hebrew 

Scriptures. However, most of them were almost certainly originally written in Hebrew or Aramaic by pious 

Jews in the period between c. 250 B.C. and 100 A.D.  

https://www.goodbookclub.org/readings/
https://www.goodbookclub.org/get-involved/
https://www.goodbookclub.org/resources/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82052716619?pwd=cnR1dGI4dmZXcUJMQURYbGNxdytPQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82052716619?pwd=cnR1dGI4dmZXcUJMQURYbGNxdytPQT09
mailto:sue.legnani@gmail.com
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January Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of January. 

Happy Birthday to them all! 

 

Jan. 3:   Ava Minerd 
Jan. 4:  Dick Bland, Deacon Helen Orlando, Eleanor Reed 
Jan. 5:  Pat Sidelsky, Sara Farrell 
Jan. 6:  Christina Rubano, Carrie Andrews 
Jan. 9:   Pat Rhoad 
Jan. 10: Eloise Reed 
Jan. 11: Ward Davis 
Jan. 12  Jayne Dempsey, Joseph Moore, Michelle Hopp, Jacob Brownlee   
Jan. 13: Barry Croll Jr., Michael Orlando 
Jan. 16: Betsy Jones, Mandy Keen, John Garofalo 
Jan. 18: Sally Smith 
Jan. 19: Joseph Castiglia 
Jan. 22: Eleanor Meyer, Lois Semmel 
Jan. 24: Sara Cureton, Janice Trotter 
Jan. 26: Lisa Taylor 
Jan. 27: Kristen Lusk 
Jan. 28: Edith Green 
Jan. 30: John Simensen, Mekayla Montgomery  
Jan. 31: Carmen Chiaradonna 
 
 
If you or a member of your family has a birthday in January that is not listed above, please contact the Parish 
Office. 

 

Birthday Prayers 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another year.  Grant that he 
may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life: through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 

 

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be.  Strengthen him when he 
stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall: and in his heart may thy peace which passeth 
understanding abide all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 
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Generosity 

By Maureen Joos 

 
It is more blessed to give than to receive. Acts 20:35 
 
It must seem that every week there is a request for “something”. And, just recently that has 
been the case! St. Peter’s is a busy Church  reaching out to the community as well as 
internationally. We have shown time and time again that we will help those in need.  
 
We have supported the Christian Caring Center, sponsored a needy family through Oaks 
Integrated, supplied socks to the homeless in Camden. Written birthday wishes to our kids in 
So. America as well as enabling them to have Christmas presents. We have supplied 
backpacks for “back to school” and the list continues. St. Peter’s is a loving, giving, 
supportive Church who open their hearts to those in need. 
 
Thank you.  
 
 

Photo from Oaks Integrated delivering 
Xmas packages . 
 
 
Photo Courtesy of Maureen Joos 
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Left: Celebrating St. Nicholas Day  
 
Bottom Right: Children’s homily to pageant cast: Joseph and Mary, the prophet, the angel, the Holy Spirit  
 
Photo by Sue Legnani; Tiffany Myers 
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Nativity Pageant 

 

Collage: Nativity Pageant  at St. Peter’s.  
 
 
Photos and Collage Courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
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Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m. 

 Family Eucharist ....................... 10:15 a.m. 

Weekdays 

Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ................ 10 a.m.  

Morning Prayer (Monday-Friday) .......... 9 a.m. 
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

Priest-In-Charge Valerie Balling 

The Rev. Helen M. Orlando, Deacon 

Brendan Moore, Music Director      Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator        Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation 

Tel: 609-654-2963         Fax: 609-654-0401         http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org  Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 

.. 


