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By Eric Diana 
The seasonal weather continues, with some chill in the air 

forthcoming. Baseball pennant races are heating up, along 

with the beginning of the NFL football season. We hope all 

have had a safe and pleasant July and August and now look 

forward to the Labor Day holiday weekend. The Vestry hopes 

you all continue to have a peaceful and spiritual season. The 

seasonal activities continue here at St. Peter’s Episcopal 

Church.  

Your Vestry News for August and September: Thanks to the 

generosity of a donor who gave half the cost, we were able to 

replace the aging AED device with a new one! As many of 

you know, this device helped save the life of a parishioner.  

We are grateful for this gift.  

We have contracted with a concrete company to add an ADA 

compliant entry onto the sidewalk in front of the main 

sanctuary by the ramp.  This will be a benefit for those that 

use walkers as you will not need to set up onto the sidewalk. 

They will also be repairing some crumbling concrete by the 

Church Office. We hope this work will be done in early 

September. 

After many months, we are talking with a contractor about the 

repairs needed on the rectory after a tree fell on it on Ash 

Wednesday. We are in the midst of determining the score of 

work needed, including replacing the entire roof as it is 

probably about 20 years old.  

The summer Ice Cream Social was held on Tuesday, July 

29th. Lots of great ice cream flavors, along with toppings 

were served. The social was well attended, and all had a great 

time, especially playing with bubbles! 

The Backpack Drive  was completed August 11th with 31 

backpacks and four bags of school supplies donated to Oaks 

Integrated!. Thanks to all who provided these important 

materials to the schoolchildren. Very appreciated! 

Medford Town Octoberfest is September 19 & 20 at 

Freedom Park and St. Peter’s will have a booth again! We 

need coverage on Friday evening 5-9 PM & Saturday 1-5 PM. 

Sign-up for an hour or two. We have games and crafts, as 

well as bubbles! The more people the merrier!  Help support 

our town and church!  

September Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 

Regular Church Office hours will resume on Tuesday 9/2 

Monday Friday: 9 am – 1 pm 

OFFICE CLOSED September 1st for Labor Day 

Thursday Healing Service at 10 am in the Chapel 

Bible Study on Thursdays at 11:15 am in the Library  

EXCEPT for  Thursday, September 25! 

Thurs. Sept. 4  Bible Study Resumes 

Sat/Sun Sept. 6-7 HOMECOMEING WEEKEND! 

Sun Sept. 14      St. Paul’s Breakfast Program 

Tues Sept. 16  Vestry Meeting 7 PM in Library 

Fri. Sept. 19 5-9  Medford Oktoberfest @ Freedom Park 

Sat. Sept 20 1-5 Medford Oktoberfest @ Freedom Park 

Sun Sept 21 Lunch and Learn for tweens and teens 

Thurs. Sept 25 NO HEALING SERVICE OR BIBLE STUDY 

Sun. Sept. 28          Annual Meeting, 11:30 am Parish Hall 

News From the Vestry 

The Annual Parish Business Meeting will be held on 

September 28th at 11:30 PM.  We need your participation! 

We are recruiting for Vestry members, Diocesan 

Convention deputies (2026), Convocation delegates, and 

members of the Endowment Fund. Talk with Rev. Valerie 

or any current Vestry member for more information.  

We submitted a revised  Parish Parochial Report to the 

Diocese as some of the information needed to be adjusted 

after our audit.  We are pleased to report that we are up-to-

date with our audits. We are also pleased with the 

transition to a new payroll company. 

Our next meeting is Tuesday, September 16th at 7:00 PM 

in the Library. All are welcome! Please join us. 
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By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

Season of Creation 

I have often talked about the various Church Seasons we have, like 

Advent, Christmas, Lent, etc.  The period between Pentecost and Advent 

can be up to 29 weeks long—more than half the year! In order to offer 

some focus into this time, the Church (and by that, I mean writ large as 

this movement is across many denominations, including the Roman 

Catholics!) decided to create a season within a season.  From September 1st through October 4th (the Feast of St. Francis 

of Assisi), the “Season of Creation” can be celebrated with prayers and action. This observance has been around many 

years, but found widespread support around 2015. My efforts to include the Season of Creation in our worship have been 

limited as I for many years mistakenly thought that the season started on October 4th (oops). I am more prepared this 

year and we will be incorporating some of the material for the Season of Creation in our worship and formation 

offerings.  

There is an ecumenical committee that works on developing a theme for the Season of Creation (I think that effort  

started in 2017).  This year the theme is “Peace with Creation.” and the keynote Bible passage is Isaiah 32:14-18) 

For the palace will be forsaken, the populous city deserted; the hill and the watchtower will become dens 

forever, the joy of wild asses, a pasture for flocks; until a spirit from on high is poured out on us, and the 

wilderness becomes a fruitful field, and the fruitful field is deemed a forest. Then justice will dwell in the 

wilderness and righteousness abide in the fruitful field. The effect of righteousness will be peace, and the 

result of righteousness, quietness and trust forever. My people will abide in a peaceful habitation, in 

secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places.  

As stated by the Committee, “The 2025 Symbol is inspired by Isaiah 32:14-18. Titled ”Garden of Peace,” it depicts a 

white dove flying over a tree. The left side of the tree is barren, with roots digging into dry soil, surrounded by an arid, 

desolate landscape. In contrast, the right side of the tree is lush and green, standing amidst a flourishing landscape. The 

dove, carrying an olive branch in its beak, flies toward the right—symbolizing peace as a transition from a war-torn, 

overexploited land to one that is fertile, thriving, and hospitable. Let us remember that humanity was originally called to 

tend a garden. Through this year’s Season of Creation, we will reflect on the connection between caring for creation and 

fostering peace. The white dove with an olive branch is a globally recognized symbol of peace. In the story of Noah, it 

also signifies new life after destruction.” 

There is also a link between economic and ecologic health and well-being. We don’t want to forsake the health of the 

planet by using its resources, including water, trees, minerals, oil, animals, etc. in ways that may be economically 

beneficially in the short-term, but detrimental in the long-term. As stewards of God’s good Creation, we humans are 

tasked with making choices that are mindful of the well-being of all of Creation, especially for creatures who cannot 

advocate for themselves.  Similarly, we can advocate for people who may not have the same influence in economic 

centers of power, even by using our own economic power in what products we buy or where we buy them. 

The importance of creation care is being reflected in our own 

Episcopal tradition by the suggested additional vow in our 

Baptismal Covenant “Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, 

and protect the beauty and integrity of all creation?” Care of 

Creation care is an integral part of our Christian identity as it allows 

us opportunities to love our neighbor as ourselves.  

On another page of this newsletter you will find a prayer written with this year’s theme in mind as well.  I hope it will 

inspire all of us to remember the incredible gift God has given us, both in creation and one another, and that we continue 

to learn how to love each other as we are loved.  

In Christ, Rev. Valerie+ 
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Church & Home 

By Tiffany Myers 

It’s time to for St. Peter’s own back-to-school! Sunday School (PreK-5 th grade) will start on September 7, while 

Lunch & Learn (tweens and teems) will start September 21. Mark your calendars! We will begin the Sunday School 

year as we’ve done for years, meeting from 9-10AM. The first 10 minutes will be reserved for free time to play, listen to 

music, relax, or chat; we will begin our lesson at 9:10. I will continue offering Children’s Chapel at 10:15 once a 

month so that parents can worship and children can experience the Liturgy of the Table part of the service with them 

after getting a child- friendly Liturgy of the Word in the chapel.  I encourage parents to try it out. (One of our children 

has been coming to Children’s Chapel with me all summer!) And of course, children are always welcome at worship! 

I am exploring the possibility of moving our traditional 

Sunday School model to a Children’s Chapel model on a 

weekly basis at some point this 2025-26 year. That is, 

children would meet during the 10:15 AM service for a 

child-friendly liturgy involving a Bible story, hymn/song, 

prayer, and creative activity related to the story. The 

intention of the change would be to make it easier for 

parents and children to be involved in worship. I would 

want it to make parents’ lives easier, not harder, so I want 

to speak with any of our dedicated parents who have 

reservations about it, as well as make sure that changing the 

meeting time would not be an obstacle to other 

commitments. 

As a reminder, our Sunday School class is for PreK-5th grade, and our Lunch & Learn is for tweens and teens. Lunch 

& Learn meets from 11:30AM -12:30PM once a month (usually the 3rd Sunday) in our library; kids bring their lunches 

and we provide a snack and beverage. Reverend Valerie leads the class with an assist from me. 

For adults, I want to schedule another book discussion group later this fall, as there were some requests for another one 

following the success of our discussion group for the book Simon Peter: Flawed But Faithful Disciple. If you have a 

book or topic suggestion, please tell me! Let us pray for a successful start to the new school year for all the students and 

teachers of St. Peter’s, and let us remember the students and staff of Redemption School in Haiti, too. Last year, you 

were invited to write a prayer for the start of the year on our chalkboard; this year, I will have prayers available for you 

to say or take, and I invite you to share something you like(d) about the beginning of the school year. Please take a look 

at the Weekly Christian Formation News emails, where you will get the most up-to- date information about what is 

planned, such as simple spiritual creative activities or reflections for Creation Care, the International Day of Peace, etc. 

Prayer for the First Day of School (or really, for any day and any age!): 

Lead me, guide me, along the way, 

for if you lead me, I cannot stray. 

Lord, let me walk each day with thee. 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

(hymn lyrics by Doris Akers, LEVAS) 

September Schedule 

9/7 –   First Day of PreK-5th grade Sunday School, 9-10AM; chalkboard back-to-school activity 

9/14 – PreK-5th grade Sunday School 9-10 AM; Children’s Chapel, 10:15AM to around 10:45AM 

9/21 – PreK-5th grade Sunday School 9-10 AM; Youth Lunch & Learn 11:30-12:30, Library;  

 International Day of Peace activity/reflection (all ages) 

9/29 – PreK-5th grade Sunday School 9-10 AM 
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Creator of all, 
we praise you for the gift of life 
and for the faith that unites us in care for our common 
home. 
 
We confess how estranged we have become— 
from one another, from your Creation, and from our 
truest selves. 
 
We acknowledge that our greed and destructive impulses 
have fractured our relationships with you, with others, 
and with the Earth. 
Fertile fields have become barren, 
forests lie desolate, 
oceans and rivers are polluted. 
Thriving communities have become places of suffering, 
and the earth cries out. 
 
Beloved Christ, 
who spoke “Shalom” to frightened hearts, 
stir us to compassionate action. 
Inspire us to work for the end of conflict, 
and for the full restoration of broken relationships— 
with you, with the ecumenical community, 
with the human family, 
and with all Creation.  
 
Prince of Peace, 
through your wounds, teach us to stand in solidarity 
with the woundedness of others, 
of creation, and of the world. 
Through your resurrection, 
make us people of hope— 
with a vision of swords turned into ploughshares 
and tears transformed into joy. 
 
May we come together as one family, 
to labor for your peace— 
a shalom where all your people 
may dwell in safety, 
and rest in quiet places. 
Amen. 

Stewardship: Treasure 

The theme for this year’s 

Stewardship campaign is 

“Tell out my Soul”. There is 

a hymn named Tell out my 

Soul written by Timothy 

Dudley-Smith who was a 

Bishop of the Church of 

England. The first stanza 

starts “Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 

Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; tender 

to me the promise of his word; in God my Savior 

shall my heart rejoice.”  

Beautiful words with such rich meaning. In fact, 

you can find this song on page 130 in the Renew 

Songs & Hymns for Blended Worship in your pew. 

It is as if you are in fact digging deep within your 

soul and telling everyone how you feel about the 

Lord, as Mary did in the magnificent! Rev. Debra 

Benton (Board President of the TENS Org.)  tells us 

“stewardship is our response to God’s gratitude in 

our lives.” Luke 12:34 states “for where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  That is 

the joy in stewardship, because it can only come 

from your heart. We must remember that 

everything we have is a gift from God and it allows 

us to be generous to others with those gifts we have 

received. Stewardship reflects our spiritual 

discipline; it is a sign of obedience to God.  

As we begin our stewardship campaign, keep in 

mind how our treasures we offer up to the Lord, 

can help St. Peter’s give aid to the community 

outside of our doors, and most importantly maintain 

the Lord’s House! Those unnumbered blessings we 

receive should always be seen as a gift from God. 

So, on Sundays when we sing the Doxology (Praise 

God from whom all blessings flow) or we say (“All 

things come from thee Oh Lord, and of thine own 

have we given thee), may our hearts and minds Tell 

out your Soul to the Lord!! 

Mary Testori 

Stewardship Committee. 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT  Season of Creation 2025 Prayer 
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Diocesan News 

Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the Diaconate in the Diocese of New Jersey 

3 PM on Saturday, September 6th at Trinity Cathedral  

(reception follows in Synod Hall) 

The entire diocesan community is invited to celebrate 40 years of the vocational diac-

onate in New Jersey. The first class of vocational deacons was ordained in 1985. Our 

very own Sr. Sue Taylor was a member of that class! To date, over 115 vocational 

deacons have been ordained in the Diocese of New Jersey.  St. Peter’s has been grate-

ful to those who served here, especially The Rev. Helen Orlando, Deacon, and the 

many others who came during their time of formation.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

September 20, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. at Trinity Church, Princeton 
 
Are you exploring a call to ordained ministry? Our upcoming Discernment Day is intended to help 
better understand that call, to prepare for deeper discernment, and to provide information on the 
process to ordained ministry in the Diocese of New Jersey. 
  
If you feel that you are so called, reach out to Rev. Valerie to determine if this Discernment Day is 

appropriate for you. To register, contact Fr. Matt Tucker at frmatt@ccbtown.com. 

———————————————————————————————————————————— 

Diocese of New Jersey Anti-racism Commission 
Fall Training - every Friday from 9/12–10/10, and  11/7. This is a web-based class from 7 –9 pm. 

Each week leading up to the classes, participants complete online self-study lessons that take most people 

about two hours a week to complete and that can be done at times that fit individual schedules. The material 

consists of recorded lectures, videos, and articles that provide a historical overview of systemic racism and its 

impact on society and on individual lives.   
The class is $100. Assistance is available. 

Register here. Email Canon Karen Moore at kfomoore@comcast.net for more information. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Following Celtic Footsteps 

A Diocese of New Jersey Pilgrimage to Scotland and England led by Bishop Sally French 

April 9-12, 2026 (leaving Easter Thursday) 

Click here for more information. 

Parish Register 
 
Baptisms— July 26th— Brooke Scarlett Carroll 
 Cosette Diana Jaggard 
  August 3rd—Ryleigh Ann Farrell 
 
Burial— July 26th—service of remembrance for Stanley “Bob” Freidel 
 

mailto:frmatt@ccbtown.com
http://bit.ly/3ZWQYZB
https://www.planiteasy.com/ti/TkRjM056QmZOVE0yTkRaZk1qRXlNRFZmY0hKbGRtbGxkdz09
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The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of September. 

Happy Birthday to them all! 

 

September 1:  Mia Wright 

September 2:  Kathleen Groh, John Garofalo 

September 3: Jack Pappler 

September 6:  Joseph Manni 

September 8:  Suzanne Crawford 

September 9: Natalie Boyle, Gwyneth Andrews 

September 10:  Jonathan Gehris, Brian Hunter, Matthew Dattilo 

September 11:  Rev. Valerie Balling 

September 13:  Erin Keen 

September 15:  Stephen Miller 

September 17:  Eleanor Myers, Judy Herrick 

September 18:  Dave Lusk 

September 19: Karl Armand 

September 22:  Joan Kelly 

September 24: John Reed 

September 25:  Mekenzie Montgomery 

September 27: Lisa Halleran 

September 29:  Beverly Scollay 

 

 

If you or a member of your family has a birthday in September that is not listed above, please contact the Parish Of-

fice. 

Birthday Prayers 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another year.  Grant that he may 

grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life: through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be.  Strengthen him when he stands; 

comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall: and in his heart may thy peace which passeth understanding 

abide all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Left: Blessing of the Backpacks, August 

10th. 

 

 

Bottom Right: Baptism, August 3rd. 

 

 

 

Photos Courtesy of: Tiffany Myers. 



8 

 

Walking in The Spirit For July 

Photo: Walking in the Spirit  

 

Photo Courtesy of: Tiffany Myers. 
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Ice Cream Social  

Collage: Ice Cream Social, July 29th 

 

Photos Courtesy of: Tiffany Myers & Maureen Joos. 

Collage Courtesy of: Tiffany Myers. 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Service Schedule 

Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m. 

 Family Eucharist ....................... 10:15 a.m. 

Weekdays 

Thursday, Healing Eucharist ................... 10:00 a.m.  

Thursday, Bible Study ............................ 11:15 a.m.  
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge  

Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator        Brendan Moore, Music Director       

Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation          Jack Hobson, Treasurer          Mark Cantarella, Sexton 

Tel: 609-654-2963         Fax: 609-654-0401         http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org                Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 
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