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We hope you all have had a safe and pleasant September 

and now look forward to the fall season, with Octoberfest, 

apple festivals, school activities, sporting events, and 

playoffs in the offing. The Vestry hopes you all continue to 

have a peaceful and spiritual season. The seasonal activities 

continue here at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. Your Vestry 

News for October: 

We continue to ensure the grounds are properly 

maintained. Some areas require cleanup, and the backyard 

is very overgrown. Other areas we are considering are the 

cleaning of the beds and addition of a small barrier to 

separate the lawn from the beds. We initially contacted the 

Boy Scouts for their assistance if available; however, that 

option is not feasible.  

The suggestion was made to notify the congregation and 

organize a cleanup workday, now that the weather is 

cooler. The near-term plan is to perform another walk 

around the property to provide another more detailed 

assessment. We will also contact the landscaper/lawn 

service for an estimate as well. 

We have contracted with a concrete company to add an 

ADA compliant entry onto the sidewalk in front of the 

main sanctuary by the ramp. We anticipate this work will 

be done by end of October. They will also be repairing 

some crumbling concrete by the Church Office.  

There were recent discussions with the contractor about the 

repairs to the Rectory. There is a potential issue with the 

siding replacement if the original siding type is no longer 

available, they would need to replace the siding on the 

entire house. If that is the case, the insurance company 

would need to reassess the settlement. The contractor will 

directly contact the insurance company with the update and 

request a new estimate. Subsequently the work could start 

in earnest. 

We have submitted our commitment response for the 

Diocesan Assessment Pledge for 2026. Vestry voted and 

approved that the monthly amount be increased. The 

overall trend and our financial position have allowed us to 

accomplish this. 

 Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 

Regular Church Office hours will resume on Tuesday 9/2 

Monday Friday: 9 am – 1 pm 

OFFICE CLOSED October 13th for Columbus Day 

Thursday Healing Service at 10 am in the Chapel 

Bible Study on Thursdays at 11:15 am in the Library  

October 4/5 Last week of Season of Creation 

  Start of Stewardship Drive 

October 6-8  Clergy Conference; RV in Toms River 

Sat, Oct. 11  9:30 am Walking in the Spirit @ Black Run 

October 12    St. Paul’s Breakfast Program 

October 19  Lunch and Learn for tweens and teens 

Tues. Oct 21  Vestry Meeting, 7:00 pm 

Thurs Oct 30 Convocation Mtg St. Stephen’s Beverly 7pm 

Fri., Oct 31  ALL HALLOWS EVE! 

News From the Vestry 

Medford Town Octoberfest was held September 19th -

20th. Many visitors stopped by the St Peter’s booth. We 

had many games, crafts, as well as bubbles and prizes 

for the kids. The weather, along with the food and drink, 

was also outstanding. The Annual Parish Business 

Meeting was successfully held on September 28th. 

Thank you to all your came and stood for election to 

Vestry, Diocesan Lay Deputy, and the Endowment 

Board. 

Stewardship timeline has been planned for rollout in the 

fall. Jack has put initial information in the newsletter, 

and plans for October 4th-5th kickoff, November 1st-

2nd testimonial, and November 15th-16th gathering. In 

the upcoming weeks, Jack will provide information 

during all three services.  

Our next Vestry meeting is Tuesday, October 21, 2025, 

at 7:00 PM. All are welcome if interested. Please join 

us. 



From the Priest-in-Charge 
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By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit in this Place 

This was the final hymn we sang at the service before our Annual meeting on 9/28. I had 

not asked for this hymn, but was delighted that Brendan Moore, our Minister of Music, 

selected it, as it was the perfect prayer to offer before we gathered.  It proclaims the 

presence of the Holy Spirit among us as it reminds us that when the Spirit is present, we 

experience God in a beautiful way.  Also, there is a clapping component to this song, 

which I love and it always seems to be a challenge to do well. To be fair, the timing is a 

little different than just being on the down beat, but it showed our willingness to try and 

our ability to laugh at ourselves.  

Earlier that morning, a group was talking during fellowship after the 7:45 am service, and they mentioned how 

being in the space of St. Peter’s sanctuary feels good, holy, peaceful.  I practically cheered as that is the 

intention for such a space to be. It offers both refuge and restoration, refueling and renewal.  I’ve been in 

supposed holy places that felt off for some reason, only to learn later that some awful event had happened.  I 

don’t take for granted the sweet, sweet Spirit we have at St. Peter’s because we work to embody God’s 

incarnate love. It is sacred work and I am honored to do that with all of you.  

That sweet Spirit followed us into the Annual meeting, and I was THRILLED that 6 people volunteered to 

serve on the Vestry.  THANKS BE TO GOD!  I am so grateful to all of those who said yes to our pleas for 

support.  We have survived through the pandemic, but I think we can thrive now. I truly believe the Spirit is 

calling us toward something, but we need more people to be part of that discernment.   

We briefly talked about the Good Futures program from Rooted Good that we want to engage.  We have a 

large campus and a huge facility. We want to use all our resources to the best of our ability and for the 

betterment of the community.  If you would like to be part of that conversation, please talk with me or our 

Senior Warden, Ted Balling. 

The month of October always seems to get preempted by the very last day of the 

month—Halloween. There is much more that happens during this month and I am 

sure many of you are busy with lots of activities.   

October 18th is the Feast Day of St. Luke, the Physician.  While known for writing 

on of the Gospels,  he was not one of the twelve named apostles, but he may have 

been a close associate and new how to write (we do not know how literate the 

apostles were).  St. Luke’s symbol is a winged ox. Oxen were used for animal 

sacrifice in ancient Judaism, and it signifies Jesus’s priestly role. 

Luke’s Gospel also focuses on healing and wholeness.  The Greek term “salvo,” which means “to save” is the 

same root for healing, like a salve. There are about a dozen healing stories in the Gospel (depending on your 

stance on demon possession, I suppose).  Essentially, wherever Jesus was, the fullness of God’s realm was 

with him, which includes health and wholeness.  

I believe that, while St. Luke isn’t our patron saint, we share God’s “salvo” in our ministry in our spaces, and 

with and among each other.  We offer healing and comfort to those in need, and the opportunity to grow for 

those who are ready.  Thank you for your part in this ministry.   
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Church & Home 

By Tiffany Myers 

 

In Sunday School, we spent September focusing on Creation. We began the year celebrating God creating us, 

with a storybook inspired by Psalm 139, When God Made You. We made backpack tags to remind us that God 

is always with us; one of the design choices was “fearfully and wonderfully made” from Psalm 139; another 

was “God loves you”. 

Then we did the Creation story from Genesis.  Check out the Creation poster the children made, on the big 

bulletin board in the hallway between the narthex and Williams Hall. 

We did a Scarecrow Trail to get outside and enjoy God’s creation with stations that focused on caring for 

Creation (including people), and the children did the same International Peace Day activity as adults: 

imagining they were with that part of creation where they feel at peace, and writing it on a leaf to hang on our 

Peace with Creation tree. 

We will continue the Season of Creation theme through October 5, with Noah’s Ark and St. Francis.  St. 

Francis of Assisi’s feast day is October 5.  He’s always a fun saint for children because of his love of animals 

and God’s creation.   

I haven’t worked out the middle of October yet, but we will end the month with a Halloween themed lesson 

that focuses on God’s love and protection.   

For Children’s Chapel, our story normally aligns with the lectionary for that week, or sometimes for a week 

earlier. In September the children heard the Parable of the Lost Sheep, for example. 

Our youth Lunch & Learn met on September 21 for the first time this year (2025-26) and focused on the 

baptismal promise: “Will you cherish the wondrous works of God and protect the beauty and integrity of all 

creation?” They also reflected on peace in creation and made leaves for the Peace With Creation tree. In 

October, they will start learning and thinking about our statement of faith, the Nicene Creed.   

Thanks to the congregation for sharing back-to-school favorites and for adding to our Peace With Creation 

tree. Read the leaves of the tree to learn all the ways in which God’s creation blesses us with peace! In 

November, I hope to hold a book study for adults as well as putting out materials for All Saints Day and 

Gratitude/Thanksgiving. 

Let us thank God for the many and wonderful things God has made, and receive all Creation as a gift that we 

cherish and protect.  Enjoy the colors of autumn! 

Children and Youth Schedule 

10/5 PreK-5th Sunday School 9-10AM  

10/12PreK-5th Sunday School 9-10AM; Children’s Chapel 10:15AM 

10/19PreK-5th Sunday School 9-10AM ; Youth Lunch & Learn 11:30-12:30 

10/26PreK-5th Sunday School   
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Help Raise Some Funds for St. Peter’s  

Download the Raise Right app on your phone or 

tablet, or go to 

www.RaiseRight.com 

Scan the QR Code or use the 

Enrollment Code 

W9Q7M8A5MVIV to select 

St. Peter’s Church as the 

organization you are raising 

funds for our ministry. 

Create an account. You can choose to link a bank 

account for payment or use a debit or credit card.  

There are 3 types of gift cards: 

1. A physical card mailed to you.  

2. An e-card that will be available for immediate 

use after purchase. 

3.  A reloadable card that can have funds added to it 

after initial purchase 

There is a $0.29 transaction fee no matter how many 

cards you buy.  If you have your bank account 

connected to Raise Right, there are no additional 

fees. If you use a debit card, there is an additional 

fee of 1% of the value of the gift cards. If you use a 

credit card, the fee is an additional 2.6%. (These fees 

may have changed for 2025).  

They have an extension that you can add to your 

Internet browser that will let you know if you can 

buy a gift card for the retailer you are looking at.  

For some brands, you can go to the retailers website 

through Raise Right and earn from your purchase.  

Raise Right also recently introduced earnings from 

booking cars and hotels through them.  Please see 

the website for more information. 

Rev. Valerie will do her best to answer any questions 

you may have on this program. 

Burlington Convocation Meeting 

Thursday, October 30th at St. Stephen’s in Beverly 

at 7 PM.  This is an opportunity to connect with 

other congregations in our Convocation, hear what 

they are doing and hear any important messages 

from our Dean. 

We usually need to elect a clergy and lay 

Convocation Representative to the Nominating 

Committee for the Diocesan Convention.   

This is an in-person meeting.  If you would like to 

attend, please let Rev. Valerie know.  If you would 

like to right with her, she will be leaving St. Peter’s 

around 6:20 pm that evening.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The 242nd Diocesan Convention of the 

Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey 

Registration for the Diocesan Convention is now 

OPEN.  Please go to https://dioceseofnj.org/242nd-

diocesan-convention/ to register.  This year the 

Convention will be held at Christ Church in Toms 

River.  It a two-day event, with a Friday evening 

Keynote Address, followed by a time for 

fellowship. On Saturday, we will start with 

Eucharist at 9 am, followed by the business session, 

concluding (God-willing) by 4 pm.  

For those who are not deputies, you will be able to 

watch the Eucharist and business session on the 

Diocesan YouTube channel.  The Keynote is an in-

person only event.  

_________________________________________ 

 A Diocesan pilgrimage to Scotland & England 

April 9-21, 2026 

led by Bishop French 

If you would like more information on this trip, 

please click here.  

Diocesan News Raise Right 

https://dioceseofnj.org/242nd-diocesan-convention/
https://dioceseofnj.org/242nd-diocesan-convention/
https://www.planiteasy.com/ti/TkRjM056QmZOVE0yTkRaZk1qRXlNRFZmY0hKbGRtbGxkdz09
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Parish News 

 

 

 

 

 

Haiti’s Redemption School 

This is a picture of the school from 2016.  Unfortunately, we need to reschedule the planned presentation.  

We continue to pray for the students, staff and all the members of the community that the school supports.  

Parish Register 
 
Baptisms: none 
 
Burial:  Barbara Vickers, September 25, 2025 
 

Saturday, October 11th 

9:30-10:30AM 

Enjoy an autumn morning walk with us!  

We will walk this month at Black Run 

Preserve in Evesham.  We begin and end 

with a prayer.  All are welcome!  Check 

back for exact meeting spot (email, bul-

letin, social media) or contact Tiffany. 

tiffany.myers@stpetersmedford.org. 
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Oct. 1: Michael Sidelsky 
Oct.  4:  Ted Hilke 
Oct.  5:  Alexander Gosewisch 
Oct.  8: Gracelyn Garofalo  
Oct.  9:  Nancy Spalding 
Oct. 10: Kristen Petagna 
Oct. 13: Shelby Klein 
Oct. 16: Celeste Jaggard, Helen Green, Marilyn Borrell 
Oct. 17:  Stacey Garofalo 
Oct. 19: Tom Canal 
Oct. 20: Xander Jaggard 
Oct. 21: Liz Katt 
Oct. 22: Alison Gregory, Peter Meyer, Jesse Pappler 
Oct. 23: Anna Albanese  
Oct. 26: Mary Testori 
Oct. 27: Graham Bowen-Ashwin, Bankole Arole 
Oct. 29: Burke Beyer, Stacey Pappler 
 
 

If you or a member of your family has a birthday in October that is not listed above, please 
contact the Parish Office. 

Birthday Prayers 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins 

another year.  Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your 

goodness all the days of his life: through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be.  

Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he 

fall: and in his heart may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 
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“And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord’” (Luke 1:46 NKJV)  

 

This year’s stewardship theme is “Tell Out My Soul.” It refers to Mary’s prayer of praise in Luke, the opening 

of the Magnificat where she exclaims “My soul magnifies the lord.” She’s responding to the acknowledgement 

that she is carrying the Son of God in her womb. Mary proclaimed profound faith believing in God’s word and 

promises despite the unusual circumstance. She rejoiced that she was chosen to be used by God to contribute a 

most precious gift of love to the world. 

Mary’s song is filled with joy and confidence in God’s promise. As believers, we are called to find joy in the 

assurance of God’s faithfulness and His plans for us. We are encouraged to reflect on how our lives can exalt 

God. This involves aligning our thoughts, words, and actions with His will. In gratitude for God giving himself 

to mankind, we are called out of the world into the assurance of God’s faithfulness. As a community we are 

called to serve. We serve others by using our talent, time, and treasure. This is the essence of stewardship. 

Reflecting on God’s faithfulness in our lives, we ask how we can be of service to perpetuate the love that God 

gave to the world through Mary. Fall has been traditionally the time for determining what we are called to con-

tribute. This year we kick off the stewardship campaign on October 4th and conclude on November 16th. You 

will receive two letters concerning your personal contribution, one from Jack Hobson, Treasurer, and the other 

from Rev. Valerie Balling. On November 15 and 16 your pledges for 2026 will be blessed during the services 

after which there will be a time of celebration and refreshments. We gratefully acknowledge and thank you for 

your continued support and generous contributions. 

Jack Hobson 

Chair of the Stewardship Committee 

Stewardship at St. Peter’s 
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Right: Season of Creation 

 

 

Bottom Left: Creation story poster  

 

 

 

Photos Courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 
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Oktoberfest at St. Peter’s 

Photos Courtesy of Dave Martin. 



10 

 

Oktoberfest at St. Peter’s, pt 2 

Photos Courtesy of Dave Martin 
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Walking in the Spirit Photos 

September Walking in the Spirit  

 

Photos Courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Service Schedule 

Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m. 

 Family Eucharist ....................... 10:15 a.m. 

Weekdays 

Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ................ 10:00 a.m.  

Wednesday, Bible Study ......................... 11:15 a.m.  
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge  

Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator        Brendan Moore, Music Director       

Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation          Jack Hobson, Treasurer          Mark Cantarella, Sexton 

Tel: 609-654-2963         Fax: 609-654-0401         http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org                Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 

 .. 


