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Good News

November 2025

News From the Vestry

By Eric Diana

We hope you all have had a safe and pleasant October
and now look forward to the rest of the fall and
upcoming Thanksgiving season, with fall festivals,
school activities, sporting events, and baseball World
Series all happening. The Vestry hopes you all
continue to have a peaceful and spiritual season. The
seasonal activities continue here at St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church.

Your Vestry News for November:

Please join me in welcoming our five new members to
the Vestry: Anna Albanese, Barbara LaRue, Dave
Martin, Michelle Scarpulla and Sarah Dattilo. We are
so blessed to have folks like these who are dedicated to
supporting the mission of our congregation. Welcome
to All and Thank You.

Thanks to Nancy Spalding, Enrique Dominguez, and
Ted Balling for their efforts in cleaning up the
Memorial Garden and by the Office entrance. Some
other areas require cleaning of the beds and addition of
a small barrier to separate the lawn from the beds.

The Scout Troop is scheduled to support a property
cleanup effort on Saturday, November 8th from 9 am—
12 noon. All members of the congregation are invited
to join in this effort, and to organize to support this
cleanup workday.

ADA ramp access and concrete renovation was finally
started in October by the contractor, W John Asphalt,
and is now completed. We hope this will allow for
easier access to the sanctuary from the parking lot for
those who use walkers or wheelchairs

The Vestry continues to facilitate rectory repairs from
the storm and tree damage, with recent discussions
with the contractor. There is a potential issue with the
siding replacement if the original siding type is no
longer available, they would need to replace the siding
on the entire house.

A Potluck Supper is planned for Tuesday, November
11th in the Parish Hall. We will recognize and honor
all our Veterans and show a video from the 125th
Anniversary of the Church being built, A sign-up
sheet has been generated. Please join us.

This year’s Almsgiving is planned for November 23
and 29-30. We are collecting for the United Thank
Offering and Redemption School.

The Community Thanksgiving service will be 4:00
PM on Sunday November 16th at the Friends Meeting
House.

We plan to have tree and tags up by November 30th
for the Oaks Integrated “Jesse Tree” Gifts. Gifts are
due from December 12th through 15th.
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November Calendar Highlights
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG
Regular Church Office hours Monday Friday: 9 am — 1 pm
OFFICE CLOSED Nov. 27 & 28 for Thanksgiving
Thursday Healing Service at 10 am in the Chapel
Bible Study on Thursdays at 11:15 am in the Library
Nov2 DAY LIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS!

Clocks go back one hour

Nov 5 Good Futures meeting in the Library

Nov 6 No Bible Study We will have the Healing service
Nov 8 Fall Clean up w/ Scouts 9 am—12 noon

Nov 9  St. Paul’s Breakfast Program, 7:00 am

Nov 11 Potluck Supper, 6:00 pm in Parish Hall
Nov 15-16 Stewardship Ingathering

Nov 16 Community Thanksgiving Service 4pm @
Friends Meeting House on Union Street

Nov 18 Vestry Meeting, 7 pm in the Library

Nov 22 NO 5 PM Service due to Diocesan Convention
Nov 23, 29-30 Almsgiving

Nov 26 Thanksgiving Service, 7:00 pm

Nov 29-30 First Sunday of Avent




FrROM THE PRIEST-IN-CHARGE

By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling

Being Thank-FULL

I love this time of year: the cooler weather, the colors of the leaves, the smell of wood-burning
stoves. There is a hominess that is inviting and comforting. Some of those feelings may be nostalgic, but
there is also the anticipation of being with family and friends, especially for the holidays.

It is always important to be grateful for all we have, to offer our thanks to God for what we have. Having
an “attitude of gratitude” helps keep our blessing in perspective, recognizing abundance rather than scarcity.
Each week in our worship when we celebrate the Eucharist — the Great Thanksgiving — we lift our voices in
common prayer to offer our thanks as a community. This is a crucial part of our faith and we should be
mindful of it.

It is vitally important to offer thanks, and I also want us to think about what it means to be FULL. Itis a
blessing to know what it feels like to be “too full,” when we overindulge, especially at

Thanksgiving. There is just so much to enjoy, and it is too easy to continue to eat even when our hunger is
satisfied.

Yet not everyone has that experience, and we are very aware that currently many are experiencing food
insecurity. No one, especially in the wealthiest country, should go to bed hungry. Jesus told us to make
sure all who are hungry are fed. (Matt 25:31-40) As you are able, please help support Christian Caring
Center or other food bank programs this year to help those who may not otherwise know what physical
fullness feels like this holiday season.

We should also consider what it feels like to be FULL emotionally and spiritually. Human emotions can be
overwhelming and complicated. We can feel conflicting emotions at the same time, like when an elderly
loved one dies - we can be happy they are at peace and sad they are gone.

It is a good thing to be emotionally intelligent 1) to know what emotions we are feeling, 2) to know why we
are feeling that way, and 3) to express those emotions in healthy and hopeful ways. Ihope we can
normalize crying for everyone in those moments of being full of emotion, like letting some steam out of a
pressure pot to make room for peace and reflection. We cannot receive more if we are too full, and
acknowledging emotions helps make room for what happens next.

I hope and pray we all have the joy of feeling spiritually full at some point in our lives — feeling connected
to God in a deep and powerful way. Many times, such an experience happens on a retreat, when we can
leave the cares of our lives for a time and be fully present to God. For those who practice meditation, they
are able to feel such a connection more easily through
practice, and it is a huge benefit as it is strengthening for
engaging in the joys and challenges of each day.

What can you do to feel more spiritually full this month?
Maybe, make time to be in prayer, or perhaps pause in a
moment when you feel overwhelmed to breathe deeply and
allow the Holy Spirit to move in your body.

I hope you feel a sense of FULLNESS that you may not
have experienced before this month. And we remember to
give thanks to God for that as well.

I pray you and your loved ones have a wonder-full Thanksgiving!



Church & Home

By Tiffany Myers

Dear Father of us all, we thank you for all the happiness of every day. We thank you for
all the good things you give to us. Help us to make other people happy, too.
(A child’s prayer from England)

This month in children’s Sunday School, we will hear more Old Testament stories and talk about saints and
Thanksgiving. Remember, we have Children’s Chapel on the 2™ Sunday! In youth Lunch & Learn, we journey a little
further into the Nicene Creed. For adults, we offer an evening book study on saints and reflect on gratitude during
coffee hour. All ages are invited to our Advent Workshop on the 1% day of Advent, with fresh greens, a jigsaw puzzle,
and creche craft.

November Schedule for Youth and Teens

11/2: 9-10AM Sunday School (PreK-5") — All Saints Day celebration

11/9: 9-10AM Sunday School (PreK-5") — Ten Best Ways (10 Commandments)

10:15AM Children’s Chapel (PreK-2"%) — Angels

11/13: 7-8:30PM Book Study #1: Soren Kierkegaard, Augustine, Thérése of Lisieux, C.S. Lewis (Vintage Saints And
Sinners, in our library)

11/16 9-10AM Sunday School (PreK-5") - Jerusalem

11:30AM-12:30PM Lunch & Learn (Youth tweens & teens) — Nicene Creed & saints

11/20 7-8:30PM Book Study #2: Henri Nouwen, Flannery O’Connor, Martin Luther, Amanda Berry Smith
(Vintage Saints And Sinners, in our library)

11/23 9-10AM Sunday School (PreK-5") — Giving thanks to God (Thanksgiving celebration)

11/30  9:10-10AM Advent Workshop for all ages (in Williams Hall) — Fresh greens, a jigsaw puzzle, and make your
own creche.

Adult Book Study

Let’s talk about sainthood! Join us for a few weeks in November and December for some fun talking about how “the
saints of God are just folk like me”, using the book Vintage Saints And Sinners by Karen Wright Marsh. We have 5
copies of the book ($15) available for now. (Please let Tiffany Myers know ASAP if you would like a copy, so there
will be time to order more as needed.) You are welcome to participate without the book, too (talk to Tiffany for more
info). tiffany.myers@stpetersmedford.org

Discussions of 4 saints each Thursday, Nov. 13, Nov. 20, and Dec. 4, from 7:00-8:30 PM in our library.

#1 on 11/13: Soren Kierkegaard, Augustine, Thérése of Lisieux, C.S. Lewis; —
#2 on 11/20: Henri Nouwen, Flannery O’Connor, Martin Luther, Amanda Berry Smith; @
#3 on 12/4: Dietrich Bonhoeffer, A.W. Tozer, Mother Teresa, Brother Lawrence. 4
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About the book, from the author’s website:

The word saint conjures up images of superstar Christians revered for their

spectacular acts and otherworldly piety. But when we take a closer look at the lives :.::?'j i nnersg
of these spiritual heavyweights, we learn that they also experienced struggle, doubt, SRR BT
and heartache. In fact, we learn that in many ways they 're not all that different

from you and me. el b L
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Narrating her own winding pilgrimage through faith, Karen Marsh reveals
surprising lessons in everyday spirituality from these "saints"—folks who lived and

breathed, and failed and followed God.
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Almsgiving

Thanksgiving

UTO

The United Thank Offering (UTO) began in 1883
when the women of the church took up a thank
offering to support innovative mission and ministry
in The Episcopal Church and Anglican Communion
that the church budget could not cover.

Today, UTO includes members of all ages and
genders, and welcomes people regardless of church
affiliation. UTO’s focus is still on promoting
gratitude and supporting innovative projects that
address compelling needs around the globe. In 2025,
$1,079,748.37 was available to award, which
represents an increase over last year. Since its
official founding in 1889, UTO has awarded 5,475
grants for a total of $145,318,512.13!

2025 Projects focused on water and when Jesus
mentioned in Matthew 25, offering water to those
who are thirsty. Projects had to address water issues,
health issues related to water quality, water needs of
the unhoused, or projects which address historic
trauma done to marginalized people around water
issues.

REDEMPTION SCHOOL in Gonaives, Haiti
_mm— We continue to honor our

InsRATION  ACTION

least $2000 a year. We also
receive a matching grant of
' $750 from the Diocese that
we also send to the school.

Education is the path
toward self determination.
We hope our support offer the children of Gonaives
more opportunities in their lives and help strengthen
their community and country.

A long  relationship  with
R e, Redemption School with at

We continue to pray for Haiti as it continues to
struggles with gang violence that has displaced
thousands of people.

% iﬁfnumty )

ThankSgiving
-«Servmé' :

Come together with neighbors and friends from
across the greater Medford/Marlton area for a
joyful Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on Sunday,
November 16 at 4:00 pm at the Friends Meeting
House (14 Union St, Medford, NJ 08055). We’ll
share in prayer, praise, and thanksgiving, lifting
our voices in gratitude for the many blessings we
hold in common. After the service, stay for a time of
connection and conversation as we build
friendships across faith traditions. All are
welcome—come celebrate community and gratitude
with us!

Ky
= ‘?‘?7\,'\'

2
GIVE THANKS
-z'f?’

/g‘{e

There are many opportunities to help support
worthy causes in November and December. Please
help where you can without feeling obligated to
support everything. We are grateful for all that the
members of St. Peter’s do for our neighbors near
and far. Your generosity is a huge blessing to many
people, and we also know people have a limit to
their resources. That is understandable. Do what
you can and offer prayer for all who are in need this
holiday season.



Parish News

Dear Church Friends, ﬁ

It was a pleasure to receive so many birthday cards from members of the con-

gregation. Thank you for remembering me. I enjoyed reading all of them and

displayed them proudly in my apartment. I miss being able to attend church at

St. Peter’s but I watch online. Miss you! &

Love, Bev Scollay

An exhibition featuring works by artists Helen Green, Pat Lusk,
and Paula will be on view at the Medford Leas Theatre Gallery
throughout November and December. The show is free and
open to the public.
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Several people have reported that they have received a TEXT from
Rev. Valerie asking them to purchase gift cards. THIS IS A SCAM.
Rev. Valerie will never ask you to by gift cards via text or email.

If you have a question about any text or email you received, please to
not hesitate to ask if it is real. Any email from St. Peter’s will have
the “@stpetersmedford.org” domain name. If that does not appear, it
is NOT from St. Peter’s and you should not respond.

p fl k Please join us for some Fall Fellqwshi'p FUN ata Potluck Supper on Tuesday,
oTiuc November 11th starting at 6 PM in Williams Parish Hall. Yes, that is Veter-
"\ Di nner an’s Day and we will give thanks for the faithful service of our veteran’s.

There is a sign up sheet on the tables outside the Chapel and Sanctuary so we
know how many to expect. You are welcome to bring whatever you wish, but
‘tis the season for hearty soups and stews!

If you have any questions, please reach out to Maureen Joos at
= mamoejoos@comcast.net. Hope to see you there!

PARISH REGISTER

Baptisms
Dakota Ivy Maher, daughter of Scott and Samantha, October 26, 2025

Burial—None



mailto:mamoejoos@comcast.net

F L P L L LY rF e el L
Happy B.rthday!

The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of November.
Happy Birthday to them all!

Nov. 5: Tess Montgomery, Heather Esposito
Nov. 6: Fr. Bob Legnani

Nov. 7: Brayden Ackerman

Nov. 8: Francis Reed

Nov. 9: Brian Miller

Nov. 12: Josephine Sherwood

Nov. 13: Brian Griffith

Nov. 15: Charlotte LaRue

Nov. 17: Matthew Adler, Christopher Hopp
Nov. 18: Brad Denn

Nov. 21: Ken Montgomery, Ryan Rubano

Nov. 29: Stephen Scarpulla

If you or a member of your family has a birthday in November that is not listed above, please contact the

Parish Office.
Birthday Prayers

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as /e begins another year.
Grant that e may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen Ais trust in your goodness all the days of Ais life:
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, p. 830)
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Youth Lunch & Learn (photo courtesy of Tiffany
Myers)




(Photos courtesy of Tiffany Myers)

Desert Box in Sunday school classroom (Above)

Red Sea Parting, Story of Exodus. (Below)



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ 08055
The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge
Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator Brendan Moore, Music Director
Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation Jack Hobson, Treasurer Mark Cantarella, Sexton
Tel: 609-654-2963 Fax: 609-654-0401 http://www.stpetersmedford.org
Email: office@stpetersmedford.org Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service.

November 2025 Service Schedule

News From the Vestry .................... 1 .
From the Priest-In-Charge............. 2 Saturday Eucharist...........coccoccovvveiennnenn, 5p.m.
Christian Formation Schedule ....... 3 Sunday  Traditional Eucharist................ 7:45 am.
Parish News........ccc.cccoeveeeeeenennnnn.. 4 Family Eucharist....................... 10:15 a.m.
Alms Giving/Thanksgiving ............. 5 Weekdays
g lhr thAay LSt oo ‘; Wednesday, Healing Eucharist................ 10:00 a.m.

OFOS v Wednesday, Bible Study ............cccc.ce.... 11:15 a.m.
PROTOS.....coeveeeieieeee e, 8
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