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Good News **4

December 2025

News From the Vestry

By Eric Diana

We hope you all have had a safe and pleasant November
and now look forward to the anticipation of the
Christmas season. The Vestry hopes you all continue to
have a peaceful and spiritual season. The seasonal
activities continue here at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.
Your Vestry News for December:

The HVAC on the roof of the Sanctuary was inspected,
and it was determined that the heat exchanger requires
repair and/or replacement. The contractor, Laury,
provided estimates for repair and replacement. Based on
the age of the system, it was determined to authorize the
replacement of the HVAC units. Vestry voted and
approved of this action.

The Rectory repairs were discussed. We received a quote
for the work on the rectory that will include replacing
the roof and fixing the damage to the porch by the tree
that fell. Vestry has considered this new estimate
acceptable and voted to authorize the work.

We discussed the efforts of the cleanup of the exterior
areas throughout the property. The Boy Scouts were able
to perform cleanup on November 15th. Thanks to them
for that effort, the front looks more presentable. Some
other areas require cleaning of the beds and addition of a
small barrier to separate the lawn from the beds.

The company that provided snow plowing has indicated
they cannot continue this service due to insurance costs.
Vestry is in the process of seeking a new contractor. We
are also checking on a company that was recommended
by another local church.

Stewardship has been successfully rolled out. Jack
Hobson has included information in newsletters, and
completed the October 4th-5th kickoff, the November
1st-2nd testimonial, and the November 15th-16th
ingathering. Pledges have been submitted, and we thank
and bless all that have provided their pledges.

A Potluck Supper was held on November 11th in the
Parish Hall, and was well attended. We recognized and
honored all our Veterans and also showed a video of the
church being built in 1993 and the 125th Anniversary of
the Church in 1999.. As usual, the food and refreshments
were outstanding. Thanks to all who arranged and put
this event together.

The annual Diocesan Convention was held on
November 22nd and was attended by our Parish Lay
Deputies, Sue Legnani, Bob Spalding, and Jack
Hobson. The event was successful due in no small
part to the efforts of our own Reverend Valerie, who
served as Convention Manager.

The Almsgiving program is scheduled to start week of
November 23rd and 30th for United Thank Offering
and Redemption School. There will be brief
announcements and information provided at all three
services for both weeks.

Planning continues for the Designer Bag Bingo.
Looking into scheduling the date in March or April.
Planning and setting a date will start in the near term.

The Annual Meeting with the parishioners is
scheduled for Sunday, January 25th. More info on this
will be provided.

Our next two Vestry meetings are Tuesday, December
16th and January 20th at 7:00 PM. All are welcome if
interested. Please join us.

December Calendar Highlights
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG

Church Office hours Monday—Friday: 9 am — 1 pm
Morning and Evening Prayer 12/1-12/24—see schedule

Thursday Healing Service at 10 am in the Chapel
Bible Study on Thursdays at 11:15 am in the Library

Dec. 24-Jan. 2 Office Closed for Christmas/New Year
No Healing service or Bible Study on 12/25 or 1/1/26

Nov. 30 Advent Workshop, 9:00 am

Wed, Dec 3 Good Futures meeting 6:30 pm in Library
Sun, Dec 14 St. Paul’s Breakfast, 7:30 am

Tues, Dec 16 Vestry Meeting, 7 pm

Sat, Dec. 20 Greening of the Church, 9:00 am

Wed, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Services, 3, 7, 11 pm
Thurs, Dec. 25 Christmas Day Service, 10 am

7:45 AM service CANCELLED on Sun Dec. 28th
10:15 AM Christmas Lessons and Carols Sun 12/28
Sun, Jan. 4th Nativity Pageant, 10:15 am Service




FrROM THE PRIEST-IN-CHARGE

By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling

Ready or Not, It’s Advent

As is usual, we went from September 1st to December 1st in a blink of an eye! While I knew that the first
Sunday of Advent was the last weekend of November, it didn’t really sink in until the Altar Guild was asking
about Advent candles and the need to get the Advent wreath out of storage. We are less than a month away
from Christmas! Sleepers awake!

Advent wreaths are a wonderful way to help us mark the time of Advent. While Advent calendars have
become very popular with retailers for all kinds of products and merchandise (and many are only 12 days
long!), the Advent wreath is more than just a pretty decoration. In a practical sense, it helps us focus on the
passage of time, daily and weekly. We start in relative darkness with only one candle, and then slowly add
more light to our path, living into the passage, “the people who walked in darkness have seen a great
light.” (Isaiah 9:2). In a way, we are forced to pay attention to the journey and not just the destination. We are
encouraged to take our time to what is happening around us, who is with us and who is not, and how can we
share the live-changing message of the God’s redemptive love.

The third Sunday of Advent—the pink candle!—is Gaudete Sunday, from a Latin word of “joy.” Traditionally,
Advent is a penitential season, like Lent, and this was a bit of a reprieve for the faithful while acknowledging
that truth in the world and in the Scriptures, “Rejoice always! Again, I say, rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4). The
tradition has expanded to have a theme for the other Sundays in Advent as well—Hope, Peace, and Love.
While these are not “canon” to the liturgy, they are helpful ways to reflect in our ADVENTure journey of how
we experience or share hope, peace, joy, and love in our lives.

If I may be bold enough to offer that December 25th is a bit of an arbitrary day of the year to celebrate the
birth of our Savior. All the evidence points to Jesus actually being born sometime in the spring, but it was a
convenient time of year when pagans were celebrating the solstice for Christians to not draw attention to
themselves. In our modern, secular world, many are focused solely on that one day, but we can reclaim this
precious time before the SEASON of Christmas (all 12 days of it!) and enjoy the journey, preparing our
hearts, minds and homes to welcome our Savior into our lives in every
way possible.

What can we do to enjoy the ADVENTure this year? We can light our
Advent wreaths daily and reflect on the theme that week while
enjoying its beauty. We can help those who need to be reminded that
hope, peace, joy and love are stronger than the forces of hate and fear
by sharing our hearts, homes and resources with those facing difficult
circumstances this year. We can invite family and friends to join at a
worship service before Christmas to learn more deeply about what this
is all about! We can make time to enjoy just being rather than doing, T H E G R E A T

celebrating Emmanuel—God is with us! ADVW NT
In Christ’s Love, -['.l ure

Rev. Valerie+




Church & Home
By Tiffany Myers

Merry Advent! I hope you had fun welcoming the season at our Advent Workshop
on November 30! Let’s all continue working on the Nativity themed jigsaw puzzle.
Our goal is to complete it this month, so stop by to add a few pieces every week.

Advent devotional resources are available on the tables outside the main sanctuary @ ‘I A
and chapel, for all ages. Parents, help your children remember to do the story cards Y %@ﬁ
(and to finish coloring their créche sets) for each day of Advent.

I also want to make a pitch for including your kids in gifts that make a difference, which I am certain would
warm St. Nick’s heart. Two examples: 1) Jesse Tree gifts; 2) Gifts for Life by Episcopal Relief &
Development (episcopalrelief.org/gifts) to honor teachers, coaches, etc. Or, as always, children can offer
prayers, a kind deed or helping hand, or a handmade note to make a difference, too. Hopefully, they will give
out all their Advent “messages of appreciation” to busy workers this holiday season.

Schedule (all ages)

12/4 - Book Discussion #3 from 7:00-8:30 PM

12/7 - Sunday School 9-10AM.

12/14 - Sunday School 9-10 AM; Children’s Chapel at 10:15 AM.

12/21- Sunday School 9-10 AM; Lunch & Learn for tweens and teens 11:30-12:30.
12/24 - Family Christmas Eve Service with children’s sermon

12/28 - Sunday School 9-10 AM.

1/4 — Nativity Pageant (an Epiphany Pageant this year)! Prep 9:30-10; Pageant during

10:15 service -

Adult Book Talk: Saints and Sinners

All are welcome to come talk saints with us! We have been using the book Vintage P
Saints and Sinners by Karen Wright Marsh. For our last meeting, on December 4 (7- DAINIG
8:30 PM in our library), we will talk about Dietrich Bonhoeffer, A.W. Tozer, Mother o, AND
Theresa, and Brother Lawrence. If you would like to read something by each of DINNLTY

them: https://karenwrightmarsh.com/study-guides, and you can learn more about each
saint by listening to the podcast Vintage Saints and Sinners. I, for one, have been Exesmane
enjoying the way Karen Marsh draws inspiration from each saint and helps us relate to ==
these very human followers of God. @

Upcoming: Epiphany Project
We will be making a Word Tree for Epiphany. Curious? Good! More info coming in January’s Good News!

Prayers for this “Getting ready” season

Creator God, we gather around this evergreen tree in thanksgiving for creation and your love. We wait with
joy for the coming of your Son, Jesus. May this tree of light brighten our nights and remind us of the star that
pointed the way to the light of the world, Jesus. As this tree gathers gifts under it, may we remember that the
greatest gift is your son, Jesus. Bless us to share your love with all we meet. Amen. (Good for saying when
you first light the tree.)

God of dreamers and hope, as we prepare for the coming of Jesus, we ask for your blessings. Give us grace to
make room in our hearts to welcome Jesus as we make our journey with Mary and Joseph toward Christmas
morning. Amen. (Good for saying when you set out your creche.)
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https://karenwrightmarsh.com/study-guides

Stewardship—Tell Out My Soul

Good News! And other Info

By Cn. J. Davey Gerhard, Executive Director of
TENS: The Episcopal Network for Stewardship

Each year as the calendar turns to Advent, I find
myself thumbing through my music library to pull up
The Messiah. Best known for its ending movements
and the rousing Hallelujah Chorus, the first
movement is my favorite, and the one I begin
humming to myself in early December. The prophets
tell us of a great power, a person to come, who will
level the field and reveal the right path. “Every
valley shall be exalted,” the Tenor boldly asserts!

Whether it is the Tenor stepping forward for the
first solo aria, or visions of a prophet standing in
arocky, winding landscape, the effect is the
same: a great work starts with a promise, with a
proud proclamation, with someone to point the
way. The prophet has something exciting to
share with us, something so important that the
barriers that stand in the way of hearing and
acting on their words will melt away. There is an
exchange happening here: the prophet has
something to share, and we, who hear the
message, have something to receive. When we
do, the shock waves of those words will batter
down mountains and smooth the rough edges
within us.

This same transformation happens when we share
our gifts with the church. Our investments of time,
talent, and treasure are the natural response to having
heard the words of the prophet and having been
changed by their message. However you respond to
the prophet, the world around you is being made
ready to receive what you will share with it. And in
every direction, as the chorus answers the Tenor,
“The Glory of the Lord will be revealed.”

T3

Thank you to all who
returned a pledge
card to St. Peter’s for
2026. You can still

return a pledge card

THANK YOU
in the alms basin

TVVEY
during worship, in

the Church Office, or through the mail. We are
grateful for your continued support of our ministry
and appreciate your commitment to sharing God’s
love with neighbors near and far.

We are delighted to share that we have received
over $20,000 in donations toward the
replacement for the HVAC system in the main
sanctuary. Your generosity is a blessing to us
all and others who use that space when heat or
AC 1s necessary.

The equipment has been ordered, but due to the
Thanksgiving holiday, it may take a few more
days to receive and install. God-willing, it will
be installed well before Christmas services.

e U e e s s e s e s e e e o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e D e

A generous friend of the
congregation gave us a
new tree for our Jesse
Tree this year. The tags
for requested gifts for a
family through Oaks
Integrated are ready to
be picked up. Please
# bring the unwrapped
gifts back by Dec. 12th.
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The Greeniné of
The Church

Saturday, December 20th at 9 am.

Many hands make light work!



Parish News

Collecting Cards & Calendars— If you have received 2026
calendars and greeting cards from organizations, and you do not
want them, you are welcome to drop them off at St. Peter's to be
taken to a senior living facility. Please bundle cards with their
envelopes. Deadline to drop off: December 14.

Join us for Advent Morning and Evening Prayer: In-Person or Virtually

For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: In returning and rest you shall be saved, in quietness
and in trust shall be your strength. Isaiah 30:15

The season of Advent reminds us to make room for the moments of returning and rest that open us to God’s presence.
St. Peter’s invites you to do so by gathering with other members of our congregation to read Morning and or Evening
Prayer daily or as often as possible. Beginning Monday, December 1 and continuing through Wednesday Morning
Prayer, December 24, members of the congregation will read Morning Prayer at 9am and Evening Prayer at 7pm, either
in person in Moore Memorial Chapel or virtually on St. Peter’s Facebook page. Please see below for the full schedule.

Schedule for Advent 2025 Morning and Evening Prayer Day, Dates Morning Prayer Evening Prayer

Mondays 12/1, Chapel, 9 AM Chapel ,7 PM **To follow St. Peter’s on Facebook, click “Like”
12/8,12/15, 12/22 under the cover banner on our website. Facebook
Tuesdays 12/2 Chapel, 9 AM  Facebook, 7 PM** notify you when the service are being livestreamed.
If you do not have a Facebook account, go to https://
12/9,12/16, 12/23 www.facebook.com/st.peters.3/ In either case, scroll

Wednesdays 12/3, Chapel, 9 AM Facebook, 7 PM** down until you see the service you want to view.
12/10, 12/17, 12/24

Thursdays Chapel, 9 AM Facebook, 7 PM**

12/4,12/11, 12/18

Fridays Chapel, 9 AM Facebook, 7 PM**

12/5,12/12, 12/19

PARISH REGISTER

Baptisms
None

Burials
None
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The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of December.
Happy Birthday to them all!

WLLLLTTLIA

Dec. 2 Chris Myers, Jennifer Brownlee, Hilda Baldyga
Dec. 3 Marjorie Hackney

Dec. 4 Adele Barnaby, Kathryn Turner

Dec. 9 Barbara Callahan

Dec. 12 Griffin Gosewisch

Dec. 13 Susan Leontiades

Dec. 14 Mela Montgomery, Wilber Taylor

Dec. 17 Caroline Smith

Dec. 18 Cindy Dinoto

Dec. 20 Madison Brownlee

Dec. 21 Jamieson Smith

Dec. 22 Ron Gosewisch

Dec. 23 Sarah Dattilo

Dec. 25 Francine Cioffi, Andrew Chiaradonna, Megan Chiaradonna
Dec. 27 Carolyn Swietanski

Dec. 28 Larry Sharrott

If you or a member of your family has a birthday in December that is not listed above, please contact the

Parish Office.
Birthday Prayers

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as /e begins another year.
Grant that e may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen Ais trust in your goodness all the days of Ais life:
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, p. 830)

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as Ais days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be. Strengthen him
when /e stands; comfort 4im when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall: and in his heart may thy
peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of 4is life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP,
p. 830)



PARISH PHOTO ALBUM

Top Left: Valerie preaching at the Interfaith Community Thanksgiving service at Medford Friends' Meeting
House on November 16.

Bottom Right: Our Sunday School children drew pictures of Hope, after hearing an Old Testament story end-
ing with "The people waited and hoped for God to do something new." How would you depict hope?

Photos Courtesy of Tiffany Myers.




Interfaith Community Service

Collage: Remembering loved ones with candles as we celebrated All Saints and All Souls Days on November 2.

Photos & Collage Courtesy of Tiffany Myers.



Thanksgiving Potluck

Collage: Our November 11 potluck supper and watching old videos from St. Peter's in the '90's (construction and
anniversary).

Photos & Collage Courtesy of Tiffany Myers.



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ 08055
The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge
Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator Brendan Moore, Music Director
Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation Jack Hobson, Treasurer Mark Cantarella, Sexton
Tel: 609-654-2963 Fax: 609-654-0401 http://www.stpetersmedford.org
Email: office@stpetersmedford.org Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service.

Service Schedule December 2025
) News From the Vestry..................... 1
Saturday Eucharist............ccccceeveinnnnne. 5pm. From the Priest-In-Charge.............. 2
Sunday  Traditional Eucharist................ 7:45 a.m. Church & Home ............cc.ccoveen.. 3
Family Eucharist....................... 10:15 a.m. Christian Formation Schedule........ 4
Weekdays Parish News..........ccccccecevcc S
Wednesday, Healing Eucharist................ 10:00 a.m. g i tleday 5 o g
. . unday SChool...........cc.cccce e v
Wednesday, Bible Study ............ccoceeeueee 11:15 am. All Saints and Souls Day ............8
Potluck Supper.............cccccoeeeev . 9
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