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We hope you all enjoyed this blessed Christmas season and 
are having a safe and happy holiday. The recent December 
snow reminded us once again that winter has arrived. It is a 
time for remembrance as well as looking forward to the New 
Year. The Vestry wishes you all a blessed Merry Christmas, a 
healthy and happy New Year, and hopes you all continue to 
have a peaceful and spiritual season. The seasonal activities 
continue here at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. Your Vestry 
News for January: 

The HVAC unit on the roof of the Sanctuary was successfully 
replaced by Laury on December 11th and 12th. The new unit 
has a web-based function where it can be remotely monitored 
and controlled. Rev. Valerie has access, and several Vestry 
members will also be given access.  

The Vestry will be looking into the utilization of various 
thermostats that are installed across the various buildings, and 
to see if any may require replacement or modernization. 

The Rectory repairs from the storm and tree damage were 
completed with the roof replaced December 1st. The gutters, 
guards, porch, and siding were completed December 3rd. 
Contractor was able to reuse siding to match on one side of 
the house.  

The original company that provided snow plowing has 
indicated they cannot continue this service due to insurance 
costs. Thanks to Lisa’s efforts, the Vestry has identified a new 
contractor, JRJ Lawn and Hardscape. They completed their 
first plowing effort on December 14th. The Vestry 
subsequently reviewed and approved the use of this contractor 
going forward. 

Additional information on the Altar Screen replacement/repair 
was provided. There seems to be an issue with removing the 
lattice as it may crack and shatter. Looking at the prospect of 
inserting porous material over the existing structure, or a 
drape. We will ask the contractor Eli of EFER Construction to 
take a look and see what other options might be available. The 
Vestry continues to investigate this repair. 

There is a near-term plan for Wardens to perform a walk 
around the property to provide a more detailed assessment of 
the interior and exterior building condition and generate a 
detailed status report of any discrepancies and planned actions 
to mitigate issues. It is planned to schedule this inspection for 
the week of December 29th and possibly have a preliminary 
report before the annual meeting scheduled for Jan. 25, 2026. 

The Alms Giving program, which started at end of November, 
was successfully completed. $2400 will be divided  between 
United Thank Offering and Redemption School. Thank you! 

January Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 

Church Office hours Monday—Friday: 9 AM – 1 PM 

WEDNESDAYS Healing Service at 10 AM in the Chapel 

and Bible Study at 11:15 AM in the Library 

Sun, Jan. 4  DE-Greening of the Church 11:30 AM 

Tues, Jan. 6 Feast of the Epiphany 

Wed, Jan 7  Resume  Healing Service 10 AM 

Wed, Jan 7 Resume Bible Study 11:15 AM 

Sat, Jan 10 Vestry Retreat 9 AM—3 PM 

Sun, Jan. 11 St. Paul’s Breakfast Program, 7:30 am 

Sun, Jan 18 Lunch and Learn 11:30 AM 

Tues, Jan 20 Vestry Meeting 7 PM 

Sun, Jan 25 Finance Annual Meeting 11:30 AM 

Rev. Valerie’s Sabbath is MONDAY.  

News From the Vestry 

The annual Vestry Retreat will be scheduled for January 
10th. We will once again set our short- and long-term goals 
for 2026. 

The Annual Meeting with the parishioners is scheduled for 
Sunday, January 25th. More info on this will be provided. 

Planning continues for the Designer Bag Bingo. We are 
now looking into scheduling the date in April, possibly 
April 17th. Reached out to several on the committee and 
this effort has started in earnest.  

The Vestry reviewed and approved the November 
Financial Reports and any pending transactions. The 
Vestry will be generating a budget for 2026, and it will be 
reviewed at the next meeting. 

Of Note: 

• The December 16th meeting was Maureen Joos’s last 
Vestry meeting. We all would like to thank Maureen for all 
the years of her dedicated service to St. Peter’s Vestry, and 
her contributions to its mission and outreach to the 
community. Maureen will still be involved in the various 
events in the parish. Thank You Maureen. 

• December 17th marked the 20th  Anniversary of Rev. 
Valerie’s ordination as an Episcopal Priest. We are so 
lucky to have her as our Priest and spiritual guide. 
Congratulations and God Bless you Rev. Valerie. 



From the Priest-in-Charge 
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By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

We Wish You a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

I was surprised to learn that I have been singing the wrong words to “We wish 

you a Merry Christmas.”  I thought the line was, “Good tidings to you and 

your King.”  I learned that the word at the end of the sentence is really “kin.”  

To my way of thinking, my version makes more sense, as Christmas is the 

celebration of the birth of our King.  While I get that we usual spend 

Christmastide with family, or our “kin,” it doesn’t have the same impact as 

acknowledging the reign of Jesus. I might continue to sing it with King, just to 

make the song a bit less secular.  

Even when we say the word “Christmas,” we mostly do not pronounce the “t”.  

I pointed out to our youth the word really means, “Christ’s Mass,” as that is 

what we celebrate on December 25th, in remembrance of his birth.  It follows 

an old English way of referring to the times of year regarding holy days.  For 

instance, those who are fans of Jane Austen may recall reference to 

Michaelmas, which cites the feast of St. Michael and All Angels on September 29th.   While I don’t expect we 

will start pronouncing the “t” in Christmas as that would sound very strange, we should make every effort to 

emphasis Christ and the glories of his incarnation as the most precious and wonderful gift ever given.  

As we move into 2026, we have much to look forward to in both sacred and secular worlds.  I will not be 

working for the Diocese like I did in 2025, so we will be returning to having the 10 AM Healing Service and 

11:15 AM Bible Study on WEDNESDAYS.  We will start back on January 7th (just missing the Feast of the 

Epiphany on January 6th – oh well).  Also – fair warning – the season of Lent starts really early this year on 

February 18th!  So enjoy the month of January and the season of Epiphany as much as you can! 

The United States of America will celebrate its Semi-quincentennial, or 250th anniversary, in 2026.  Our very 

own Sara Cureton is part of the team creating many activities throughout the state to recognize all the 

incredible events that happened in New Jersey during the revolutionary era and beyond. I hope we can 

coordinate participating in some of these events as part of our fellowship.  More information to come soon! 

While I am not one to make New Year’s resolutions, we might want to consider setting an intention for the 

new year, like being more present to each other or looking for something positive in a difficult situation.  This 

is the same action we do when we worship – being intentional with our focus on God and in communion with 

each other. It is a conscious shift in our attention, rather than being distracted by so many things, including our 

own thoughts.  We can start with the Collect for the Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus, on January 1st: 

Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be the sign of our salvation: Plant in 

every heart, we pray, the love of him who is the Savior of the world, our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

God’s grace and peace be with you throughout 2026! 
In Christ,  
Rev. Valerie+ 

PLEASE NOTE! 2025 Finance Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25th after the 10:15 am 

service (@ 11:30 am).   
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Church & Home 

By Tiffany Myers 

January 2026 Church & Home 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through him  

Season of Epiphany Word Tree 

Beginning on January 4, everyone is invited to help us make a Word Tree.  Inspired by a children’s book by Peter H. 
Reynolds, The Gift of Words, paired with the Gospel of John’s opening line titling Jesus The Word.  The boy Jerome is a 
word collector who has an idea: “What if he could find a way to give the world the words it needed?” We will make 
word ornaments for a Word Tree that will share the light and hope of Jesus.   

 

Christian Formation Schedule 

January 4 Sunday School = rehearsal for our pageant. It’s important to have this time, since it’s the only rehearsal 
they get!  

• 9:15, children gather to get in costume and practice.   
 

• 9:30AM – Teen readers come to run through the pageant with the 
children.   

 

• 10:15AM – We will present our Epiphany Pageant during the service 
 

• 11:30AM - We will have a King’s Cake after the service (the one who 
gets a bean in their slice of cake is the King or Queen for the day!) 

 

• ALSO - We start making our Word Tree today! 

 
Jan. 11 Sunday School 9-10AM. /  Children’s Chapel  10:15AM. 

Jan. 18 Sunday School 9-10AM.   /  Youth Lunch & Learn 11:30-12:30.   
All - We may offer a service activity in honor of MLK Day. 

Jan. 25 Sunday School 9-10AM.   

 
Prayer for the Month 

God of surprises and gifts, you revealed yourself as a newborn baby and, with a star, you led the peoples of earth to 
worship Jesus, your only Son: lead us to see you face-to-face, and help us to discover our gifts and talents so that we 
may offer them up to you and your service. Let us be Jesus’s light in the world today. Amen. 
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RECENT LETTERS FROM THE REVEREND  WALIN DeCAMPS 
Head of Institut La Redemption in Gonaives, Haiti 

November 17, 2025 
God’s grace and peace be always with all our brothers and sisters of St. Peter’s.  

On behalf of the Diocese of Haiti and the whole family of Redemption School, and myself, we express our deep 
gratitude to all of you for having brought this place from very far to where we are now. Thank you so much for 
your kindness, charity, and love … Love above all. 

I am so pleased to share with you some updates from La Redemption School. 

As you know, we lost almost everything in the looting of Redemption School, the parish, and the church. To tell 
you the truth, it will be very difficult for us to replace all that we lost. Fortunately, you still have the report about 
the looting. 

We now have 600 children at the school. The parents only pay 30,000 gourdes, which is worth about $3.00, for the 
whole school year. [Note: 30,000.00 Haitian Gourdes are worth $228.00.]  

The teachers repeatedly ask for higher salaries that we are unable to offer.  

One of our greatest needs here is to provide the school with a computer lab to replace the one destroyed when 
Redemption School was vandalized. Having about 50 computers and reliable electricity provided by solar energy 
will help the school focus on its goal of excellence. A very good electrical solar energy system for the entire school 
would cost approximately $10,000.00 US Dollars. 

During the past year, we sent 32 young students to the National Institute Exams, all of whom passed the 9th grade. 
Almost all the 12th grade students passed also.  

The school faculty members and teachers are all over 53. For each Christmas season, the school is supposed to pay 
them twice their normal salary as a bonus. We have owed this gift to them since last year and they will expect it 
again this Christmas. Once again, we thank St. Peter’s for all you have done for the children of Gonaives and its 
neighborhood. Thanks to you, they have no interest in joining gangs or participating in other unhealthy activities.  

God bless Redemption School! God bless St. Peter’s friends. 

Yours in the Lord, Father Walin DeCamps 

December 14, 2025 
I hope you had a very good and joyful this Third Sunday of Advent. You, our beloved and sincere friends from St. 
Peter’s Church, are constantly in our thoughts and prayers. I, personally, mention you to our school children, parents, 
teachers, and faculty members. I can trust that you are the only La Redemption supporters we ever have. And we are so 
grateful to you for your sincere commitment to our cause. Without your funds, it would have been even more difficult 
for us here to respond to our [responsibilities] toward teachers, employees, and taxes to public offices.  

Our school is in first control exams until Christmas break. Therefore, we must [be] prepared to pay employees a double 
salary, including their bonus considered as a gift for this season. 

St. Peter’s is such a blessing to my ministry here in Gonaives. Thank you so deeply for being always there for me during 
this, my stressful assignment. May our Lord keep strengthening us as we are working in His vineyard. 

May the joy of this Advent season be always within our hearts. 

Yours, in Him, Father Walin DeCamps 

December 30, 2025 
Good morning, Reverend Orlando! I understand very well your French writing and thoughts. Thanks a lot for your 
best wishes. We, at La Redemption school are ever grateful to your care and generosity. As we are now in holidays 
break, we think of our friends and donors at St Peter's who have been in our sides to make this school ones of the 
best in Gonaives. Thanks, once again, in behalf of the faculty members, the teachers, the students and their parents, 
for assisting us in this journey. We do hope that your last intervention to advocate La Redemption institution cause 
will bear fruit for the glory of our Lord. Blessings upon you and yours, Reverend Orlando. Canon Valerie and you, 
alongside all our brothers and sisters from St Peter's have been such a blessing by encouraging my ministry in 
Gonaives. 
A blessed Christmas season and a very healthy and wealthy new year! . 

Letters From Redemption School 
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Dear people of God in The Episcopal Church, 
If you imagine yourself as a character in the Gospel 
Nativity readings, you’ll soon realize that the first 
Christmas was not about staying home by a warm hearth 
with chestnuts roasting and stockings hanging. Everyone 
in these passages is on the move, mostly without warning 
and against their will. Joseph and Mary are summoned 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem for a census. Shepherds, at 
the behest of an angel, leave their sheep in the fields to 
see what all the fuss is about. And the three Magi, my 
favorites, are just sitting there minding their own 
kingdoms when a star intrudes on their lives and leads 
them on an unplanned and uncomfortable trip far away 
from home. 

The Anglican poet T.S. Eliot wrote a poem about that 
arduous journey from the perspective of one of the Magi, 
recounting, among other things, the difficulty of getting 
camels to do as they are told. The three kings’ encounter 
with the newborn son of God was hard, disruptive, and 
unsettling. And when they returned home—by a different 
road to elude capture by Herod—it no longer felt like 
home. In Eliot’s retelling, the first Christmas turned the 
Magis’ lives upside down, and they had mixed feelings 
about the whole experience. 
You might be greeting Christmas this year with the awe 
of the shepherds or the wariness of the Magi. Either way, 
the Gospel reminds us that Jesus came both to experience 
all of the joy, uncertainty, and brokenness of our 
humanity, and to bring God’s kingdom near. The birth of 
the Christ Child heralds a new reality in which the last 
shall be first, the hungry will be fed, and the stranger 
among us shall be welcomed as a beloved child of God. 
This Christmas, I hope that you will join me in 
proclaiming these good tidings by supporting the most 
vulnerable among us with a donation to one of these 
Episcopal Church ministries: 

Episcopal Migration Ministries, which works with 
dioceses and ministry networks to serve migrants and 
protect their rights. 
Good Friday Offering for the Episcopal Church of 
Jerusalem and the Middle East, which supports 
lifesaving ministry in Gaza and across the Holy Land. 
Episcopal Relief & Development, which works for 
lasting change in communities affected by injustice, 
poverty, disaster, and climate change. 

I am grateful to be on the journey of faith with you. May 
God bless you and all those you love this Christmas and 
always. 

 
The Most Rev. Sean W. Rowe 
Presiding Bishop, The Episcopal Church 

By T. S. Eliot 
‘A cold coming we had of it, 
Just the worst time of the year 
For a journey, and such a long journey: 
The ways deep and the weather sharp, 
The very dead of winter.’ 
And the camels galled, sore-footed, refractory, 
Lying down in the melting snow.  
There were times we regretted 
The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces, 
And the silken girls bringing sherbet.  
Then the camel men cursing and grumbling 
And running away, and wanting their liquor and 
women, 
And the night-fires going out, and the lack of 
shelters, 
And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly 
And the villages dirty and charging high prices: 
A hard time we had of it. 
At the end we preferred to travel all night, 
Sleeping in snatches,  
With the voices singing in our ears, saying 
That this was all folly. 
 
Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley, 
Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation; 
With a running stream and a water-mill beating the 
darkness,  
And three trees on the low sky, 
And an old white horse galloped away in the 
meadow. 
Then we came to a tavern with vine-leaves over the 
lintel, 
Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of 
silver, 
And feet kicking the empty wine-skins, 
But there was no information, and so we continued 
And arrived at evening, not a moment too soon 
Finding the pace; it was (you may say) satisfactory. 
 
All this was a long time ago, I remember, 
And I would do it again, but set down 
This set down 
This: were we led all that way for 
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly, 
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and 
death,  
But had thought they were different;  this Birth was 
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.  
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms, 
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation, 
With an alien people clutching their gods.  
I should be glad of another death.  

Journey of the Magi Christmas Message from PB 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/episcopal-migration-ministries/?form=FUNQWCCPHGZ
http://episcopalchurch.org/good-friday-offering/?form=FUNLNEPSDXJ
http://episcopalchurch.org/good-friday-offering/?form=FUNLNEPSDXJ
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-you-can-do/give/donate-now/individual-donation/
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The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of January. 

Happy Birthday to them all! 

 

Jan 2: Joyce Hoyle 

Jan. 3:   Ava Minerd 

Jan. 4:  Helen Orlando 

Jan. 5:  Pat Sidelsky 

Jan. 6:  Christina Rubano 

Jan. 9:   Pat Rhoad 

Jan. 11: Ward Davis 

Jan. 12  Joseph Moore, Michelle Hopp   

Jan. 13: Barry Croll Jr., Michael Orlando 

Jan. 16: Betsy Jones 

Jan. 22: Eleanor Meyer, Awilda Abaza 

Jan. 24: Sara Cureton 

Jan. 25: Bo Pappler 

Jan. 27: Kristen Lusk, Leslie Boyd  

Jan. 28: Edith Green 

Jan. 30: Mekayla Montgomery  

Jan. 31: Carmen Chiaradonna 

 

 

If you or a member of your family has a birthday in January that is not listed above, please contact the Par-
ish Office. 

 

Birthday Prayers 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another year.  Grant 
that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life: through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 

 

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be.  Strengthen him when he 
stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall: and in his heart may thy peace which 
passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos courtesy of Michelle Scarpulla 
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Photos courtesy of Tiffany Myers 

Christmas Eve Services 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Service Schedule 

Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m. 

 Family Eucharist ....................... 10:15 a.m. 

Weekdays 

Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ................ 10:00 a.m.  

Wednesday, Bible Study ......................... 11:15 a.m.  
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge  

Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator        Brendan Moore, Music Director       

Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation          Jack Hobson, Treasurer          Mark Cantarella, Sexton 

Tel: 609-654-2963         Fax: 609-654-0401         http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org                Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 

 .. 


