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We hope you all have had a safe and pleasant 
December and enjoyed the holidays with a joyous 
Christmas and a Healthy and Happy New Year with 
loved ones, family and friends.  

The Vestry hopes you all continue to have a peaceful 
and spiritual season. We hope you all keep warm this 
winter season and will not be too impacted by the 
anticipated cold and snowy season. The seasonal 
activities continue here at St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church. Your Vestry News for February: 

On January 9th, Wardens Eric and Ted completed a 
Buildings and Grounds inspection of the external and 
internal property.  A detailed preliminary report has 
been generated and provided to the Vestry for review, 
discussion, and planning. Purpose is to prioritize 
repair and maintenance actions for Vestry 
consideration. 

The Annual Vestry Retreat was completed on Jan 
10th. We welcomed our new members, reviewed our 
accomplishments in 2025, and set forth on planning 
and scheduling the year’s activities and events for 
2026. In discussing our Vestry’s mission, we briefly 
discussed Ten Things about being on the Vestry.  

Topics such as serious spiritual involvement, putting 
faith into practice, prayer and spiritual reflection, 
attending church with all three services attended with 
members, generosity of donations, serving 
community, leading well and supporting mission, 
communicating and being truthful, and reaching 
consensus. Other areas included recognizing the 
fiduciary responsibilities of managing financial 
resources and gaining knowledge of assets and debits. 

Setting Vestry’s goals was discussed and the Team 
came up with numerous initiatives, actions, viable 
events, scheduling, and planning, all which will be 
communicated to the parish in the coming months. 

The new HVAC unit on the roof of the Sanctuary had 
the heat exchanger replaced last month. The 
contractor, Laury, successfully completed the effort. 
The new unit has a web-based function where it can 
be remotely monitored and controlled. Rev. Valerie 
has access, and several Vestry members will also be 
given access.  

February Calendar Highlights 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

WWW.STPETERSMEDFORD.ORG 

Church Office hours Monday—Friday: 9 AM – 1 PM 

WEDNESDAYS Healing Service at 10 AM in the Chapel 

and Bible Study at 11:15 AM in the Library 

Sun, Feb 1 Finance Annual Meeting 11:30 AM 

Sun, Feb. 8 St. Paul’s Breakfast Program 7:30 AM 

Mon, Feb 16  President’s Day, OFFICE CLOSED  

Tue, Feb 17   Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, 5:30-7 PM  

Wed, Feb 18  Ash Wednesday 

      Ashes to Go Medford @ Methodist 7-8:45 AM 

      Service & Lunch @Prince of Peace Lutheran 12 Noon  

      Ash Wednesday Liturgy at St. Peter’s 7 PM 

Sun, Feb 22   Youth IHOC Mall Walk Fundraiser 1:45 PM 

Tues, Feb 24 Vestry Meeting 7 PM 

Thurs, Feb 26  Lenten Book Discussion 7—8:30 PM 

News From the Vestry 

The Hall’s boiler system requires some 
maintenance as it is operational, but not at the 
optimum temperature. Laury, the contractor, was 
called out to investigate, and it was determined that 
the drain recently became frozen, disabling the 
system to turn on. They installed an insulated 
drain, but it will require a gravity drain system. 
Vestry continues to consider this repair as well as a 
maintenance contract for Laury. 

We have contracted with a new snow removal 
company that will continue to provide snow 
plowing services. This winter looks like they will 
be busy. 

Stewardship program and roll out were 
successfully completed. Most pledges have been 
submitted and received. The Vestry has processed 
handwritten individual “Thank You” notes to all 
the parishioners who generously supported. 
Additional pledges are still being tabulated, and the 
amounts look very encouraging at this point.  

Continued on Page 3 
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By The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling 

What is the WHY of your FAITH? 

A parishioner recently shared with me a Facebook posting of a father who was very concerned about the faith 

of his 12 year-old son.  His concern did not start with his own son, but the college-aged son of his pastor who 

had recently declared that he no longer believed in God.  As you can imagine, that was devastating news to his 

father, who thought he had done everything to teach his child about having faith in God.  

The man who made the post asked his own son if he believed in God, and the son very earnestly answered, 

“Well, that’s what you taught me and what the Bible tells us.”  This reveals the truth that we adults are usually 

pretty good at teaching our children the WHAT (Bible stories) and HOW (liturgy, traditions) of our faith, but 

not necessarily the WHY. 

In our Episcopal tradition, we ask the question in our baptismal service “Do you turn to Jesus Christ and 

accept him as your Savior?”, but we do not “unpack” what we mean by that. Why do we need to turn toward 

Jesus? Why do we need a Savior? What does it mean to accept Jesus as our Savior? There are all important 

questions and exactly what we need to consider during the season of Lent.  

The Church does us, her members, a great service, but offering an intentional 

period of time to ask ourselves the hard questions about our life and faith.  The 

season of Lent gives us the opportunity to be honest about what we do well and 

where we need amendment of life through confession of sin, offering penance or 

restitution when possible, and absolution. However, feeling guilt or shame for all 

40 days is a disservice to the intention of the season and ourselves if we miss the chance to consider WHY we 

need forgiveness and WHY Jesus endured what he did for our sake in the first place.  

Our faith is a matter of both the head and the heart.  Stereotypically, Episcopalians would have the head rule 

the heart and Evangelicals would have the heart rule the head, but both of those approaches fall short of what 

God calls us into.  The head and the heart should be in conversation with each other, not one ruling over the 

other.  Theology and our incarnate experience, which includes our emotions, come to bear in how we 

understand our faith. And we need to always remember that the primary theology as well as emotion is LOVE. 

We can be pithy and say that the answer to why we need a Savior is love, which is true, but it may not 

articulate everything we need to accept about God and our faith, however it is a good place to start.  “For God 

so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that everyone who believes in the Son may not die but may 

have eternal life.” (John 3:16).  This well-known quote is wonderful, but I also believe the next verse is just as 

important as it explains the WHY: “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but 

in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

We need to be saved from ourselves!  Humans thought we were so smart that we didn’t need God or God’s 

love, so we rejected it and tried to make it on our own. As we know, it did not go well.  We are broken 

creatures who need  something more.  Some find that in material things, some find it in their own sense of 

importance, but for those of us who seek to know, we find that more in what we understand to be God. In our 

desire to know God, we recognize that the only way a breach of trust can be healed is by a risking to trust 

again. And God does that by becoming a human! And we respond by killing that human. To which God could 

have condemned the world, but instead offered us forgiveness and love. That is amazing and almost too 

wonderful to comprehend! 

This Lent I encourage you to seek the WHY of your FAITH.  You can write it down and revise it throughout 

the season or year, to offer you a better understand of your faith and how you can share it with others.  
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(Continued From Page 1). 
The Annual Financial Meeting with the parishioners is scheduled for Sunday, February 1st. 
Planning continues for the Designer Bag Bingo. We are now looking into scheduling the date for April 24th. 
Planning in in process.                 
With the addition of all the new members, some specific roles and responsibilities for the coming year were 
discussed, assigned, and defined. Results are the following: 

 
Our next Vestry meeting is Tuesday, February 24th at 7:00 PM. All are welcome. Please join us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 St. Peter’s Vestry 
                                                  (Not in Photo - Anna and John) 

** COMMUNICATION SURVEY COMING SOON! 
We need your input and feedback on the our communication.  In the next couple of 
weeks, we will have a short survey to find out the best ways we can get information to 
you and what you want to know!  We would greatly appreciate your responds and 
helping us offer our ministry with efficiency and grace!  

Vestry Member Term Position 

Anna Albanese 3-year term Vestry Fundraising 

Dave Martin 2-year term Vestry Fellowship, Clerk 

Michelle Scarpulla 2-year term Vestry Communication 

Bob Spalding 1-year term Vestry Finance 

John Shaw 2-year term Vestry At Large 

Eric Diana Warden – 2 years Senior Warden 

Ted Balling Warden – 1 year Junior Warden 

Barb LaRue 2-year term Vestry Community Engagement 

Sarah Datillo 3-year term Vestry Community Ministries 

Jack Hobson 3-year term Vestry Stewardship, Treasurer 

OPEN 1-year term  

News From the Vestry, cont. 
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Church & Home 

February 2026 Church & Home 

Dear God, when it is cold, remind us of the warmth of your love.  When it is dark, remind us that your light still shines.  

When the winter world looks bare, remind us of spring and the new life we have in you at Easter.  Thank you for your 

love, light, and life.  Amen.  (by Cal Wick, adapted) 

Epiphany Word Tree - Epiphany Season continues through February 15, which is the last day to decorate our 

Epiphany Word Tree.  Read the wonderful story “The Gift of Words”, posted on the story board; then make your own 

word ornament and hang it on the tree.  Consider how we can use words and deeds as gifts to others, and in so doing 

reflect Jesus’s light in the world.  The tree will be on view for you through the Pancake Supper.  We will have the 

ornaments available beginning on Ash Wednesday for you to take home and use as a prayer focus during Lent. 

Lent Resources will be out beginning the weekend of February 14-15.  Check them out and feel free to take any that 

might help you keep a prayerful Lent.  There are resources for all ages. 

Book Discussion - Also during Lent, we will resume our reading and discussion of Karen Wright Marsh’s book Vintage 

Saints and Sinners. We will meet on Thursdays beginning February 26, from 7:00-8:30PM, in our library. Schedule: 

2/26: Thomas Merton, Benedict & Scholastica, Fannie Lou Hamer.  3/5: John Wesley, Francis & Clare of Assisi, 

Dorothy Day.  3/12: Howard Thurman, Julian of Norwich, Mary Paik Lee, Aelred of Rievaulx. 3/19: Ignatius of Loyola, 

Juana Ines de la Cruz, Sophie Scholl, plus a wrap-up.  Which saint was your favorite?  Argue your choice for most 

inspiring saint! 
Join us, even if you didn’t in the fall!  Purchase the book: Vintage Saints and Sinners  And/or visit Karen Wright 

Marsh's website to find the corresponding podcast and study guides. 

Sunday School Change - Our Sunday School class is making a change this Lent! We are experimenting with 

combining Sunday School and Children’s Chapel.  Children will meet in the classroom between 9:50-10AM for free 

time; we will start at 10AM rather than 10:15 in order to be sure to have time for a craft.  We will have a Liturgy of the 

Word format like Children’s Chapel, with the story and craft component they are used to from Sunday School.  Then, 

children will join their parents in the main sanctuary for the Liturgy of the Table.  We hope this makes it easier for 

parents to worship at our 10:15 service, and we think it will be good for children to have the chance to participate in the 

Liturgy of the Table.  Please let the children know they are welcome. 

Lunch & Learn - Our youth in Lunch & Learn have been learning a little about the Nicene Creed. However, this 

month, we hope to take them to the Moorestown Mall to participate in the Interfaith Hospitality Outreach Council’s 

“Mall Walk for the Homeless”. If they are able to do this, we ask you to consider sponsoring the group for the walk. No 

amount is too small. Thanks! 

Christian Formation Schedule (All ages) 

2/1 –  PreK-5th Sunday School 9-10AM (free time first 10 min.)  
                         Children can come to the nursery for an activity while parents attend the Annual Finance Meeting  at 11:30AM. 

2/8 –  PreK-5th Sunday School 9-10AM (free time first 10 min.)   Children’s Chapel at 10:15AM 

2/15 –  PreK-5th Sunday School 9-10AM (free time first 10 min.) 

2/17 –  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper!  We’ll have some extra fun for children who come: Mardi Gras music 
procession, pancake decorating, pancake games.  

2/18 –  Ash Wednesday. Lent begins.  There will be activities for children to do at the service. 

2/22 –  PreK-5th Sunday School/Children’s Chapel at 10AM (NEW TIME). 

 Youth Lunch & Learn – We will leave St. Peter’s at 1:45PM for the Moorestown Mall.   

2/26 –  Book Discussion of Vintage Saints and Sinners (Adults) 7-8:30PM. 

https://www.amazon.com/Vintage-Saints-Sinners-Christians-Transformed/dp/0830845135
https://karenwrightmarsh.com/vintage-saints-and-sinners
https://karenwrightmarsh.com/vintage-saints-and-sinners
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As a way to offer our faith in action, with our youth 

we are creating a St. Peter’s Team to participate in 

the IHOC (Interfaith Homes Outreach Council) Mall 

Walk on February 22nd at Moorestown Mall to help 

raise funds for this important program.  The entire 

event is from 1—4:30 PM.  The walk starts at 2:30 

pm.  We plan to leave St. Peter’s at 1:45 pm, in time 

to get registered.  

You can help by: 

1. Sponsoring the Team (we need a good team 

name!) by giving a donation toward this 

ministry. (Please note the donation is a single 

amount, not for how many laps are completed).   

2. If you have the ability to be a Benefactor 

(usually a business), please consider this 

important work in our community. 

3. You can join the fun and be part of our team! We 

are encouraging our youth to participate, but 

anyone who wants to get up and walk is 

welcome to join us.  

4. Pray for those who are unhoused.  IHOC works 

specifically with men who are unhoused, many 

of whom need help in other areas of their lives.  

The goal for the entire walk is $70,000, which is a 

lot, but also achievable. 

 

In conjunction with Medford Methodist, Prince of 

Peace Lutheran, and Grace Presbyterian, St. Peter’s 

is participating in an ecumenical collaboration for 

Ash Wednesday.  

From 7:00 to 8:45 

am, the clergy from 

these congregations 

will offer “Ashes to 

Go” at Medford 

Methodist  - the 

reason for this is 

that they are located 

on the northbound 

side of Hartford, 

which is easier for 

people to get in and out on their way to work. 

At 12 noon we will all gather at Prince of Peace 

Lutheran Church (61 Rt. 70 E, Marlton about 10 

minutes away from St. Peter’s) for a service with 

imposition of ashes and lunch. 

Both of these events are intended to strengthen our 

ecumenical bonds of support and commitment to 

our community and Christ.  The Episcopal Church 

(TEC) has a written agreement with the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America called “A Call to 

Common Mission” that has been in place since the 

early 2000s.  TEC is working on a similar 

document with the United Methodist Church that 

was preliminarily passed at the 2024 General 

Convention, and will need to be voted on again in 

2027.  TEC has an agreement with the Presbyterian 

Church to support each others ministries, although 

it does not have the same breath and depth as our 

connection to the ECLA and the UMC. In a desire 

to live into these ideals, we want to worship and 

fellowship together to strengthen the ties of 

friendship and faith in our beloved Savior.   

PLEASE NOTE: St. Peter’s will have an 

traditional Ash Wednesday service at our church at 

7 PM, with imposition of ashes and Eucharist.   

Ash Wednesday IHOC Mall Walk 
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Parish News 

Stewardship and Tithing of Time 

In the Christian faith, stewardship extends beyond material possessions to include the management of our 
time, talents, and resources. Among these, the tithing of time is a vital aspect of living a life dedicated to 
God’s purpose. This concept emphasizes that time, as a gift from God, should be used wisely and intentional-
ly to serve Him and others. Stewardship in Christianity is rooted in the belief that everything we have is en-
trusted to us by God. The Bible underscores this principle in 1 Peter 4:10, which states, "As each has received 
a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace." This verse highlights that our tal-
ents, resources, and time are gifts that we are called to manage responsibly. 

While tithing traditionally refers to giving a tenth of one's income, the concept can be extended to time. The 
Bible encourages believers to dedicate their time to God’s service. In Romans 12:1, Paul urges Christians to 
present their bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is their spiritual worship. This 
implies that our daily lives and time should be offered to God as an act of worship. Additionally, Jesus exem-
plified the importance of prioritizing God's work. In Luke 10:38-42, He commends Mary for choosing to sit 
at His feet and listen, emphasizing the value of dedicating time to spiritual growth and service. 

Ways to Tithe Time in Daily Life 

Daily Prayer and Devotion: Setting aside specific times each day for prayer and Bible reading helps align 
our priorities with God's will. 

Serving Others: Volunteering in community service, church activities, or helping those in need reflects the 
biblical call to love our neighbors. There are many opportunities to serve our church community at St. Peter’s 
such as serving on Vestry, coffee hour host, ushering, and singing in the choir to name a few. 

Prioritizing Worship: Attending church services and participating in spiritual gatherings are vital ways to 
dedicate time to God. 

Time Management: Planning daily schedules to ensure that spiritual activities are not neglected amidst other 
responsibilities. 

Mentoring and Discipleship: Investing time in guiding others in their faith journey fosters growth and com-
munity. Opportunities include teaching Sunday School and leading Bible studies. 

Tithing of time is a meaningful expression of Christian stewardship. It involves intentionally dedicating por-
tions of our daily lives to serve God and others, recognizing that our time is a precious gift entrusted to us by 
our Creator. By aligning our actions with biblical principles, we can live more purposefully and reflect 
Christ’s love in all aspects of our lives.  

 

 

Parish Register 
Baptisms—None 
 
Burial William T. Jones, December 10, 2025 

 Tyler Arocho, December 17, 2025 
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

Tuesday, February 17th  

starting at 5.30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pancakes, eggs and sausage 
Please come and join in the fun! 

——————————————————————— 
Schedule for Lent Morning and Evening Prayer; Friday Stations of the Cross  

We invite you to join fellow parishioners in any of these Lenten devotional practices. 

 

To follow us on Facebook, click “Like” under our cover banner. If you do not have a Facebook account, go to https://

www.facebook.com/st.peters.3/. In either case, scroll down until you see the service.  

Day of the Week Morning Prayer Evening Prayer Stations of the Cross 
Monday Chapel, 9am Chapel, 7 pm   
Tuesday Chapel, 9am St. Peter’s Facebook 7pm   
Wednesday Chapel, 9am St. Peter’s Facebook, 7pm   
Thursday Chapel, 9am St. Peter’s Facebook 7pm   
Friday Chapel, 9am   Church, 7 pm 

Pancakes and Prayer 

https://www.facebook.com/st.peters.3/
https://www.facebook.com/st.peters.3/
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The following parishioners will be celebrating birthdays during the month of February. 

Happy Birthday to them all! 

Feb. 1:  Sue Legnani 
Feb. 2:  Bob Spalding 
Feb. 4: Sam Hilke  
Feb. 5:  Joseph Moore 
Feb. 7:  Mandy Hunter 
Feb. 12: Dakota Maher  
Feb. 13: Ralph Petagna 
Feb. 14: Brandon Manni, Brendan Moore, Dylan Hopp, John Esposito  
Feb. 16: Barry Nealis 
Feb. 17:  Vincent Palazzi, Ken Klein 
Feb. 19: Jack Hobson 
Feb. 20: Mekenna Montgomery 
Feb. 21: Rebecca Wright 
Feb. 22: Walker Neild  
Feb. 23:  Kevin Cureton, William Doherty 
Feb. 25: Barbara Dane 
Feb. 26: Caroline Adler 
Feb. 27: David Graham, Josephine Armand  
Feb. 29: Carol Hutcheon 
 

 

If you or a member of your family has a birthday in February that is not listed above, please contact the 
Parish Office. 

 

Birthday Prayers 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another year.  
Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life: 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 830) 

 

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be.  Strengthen him 
when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall: and in his heart may thy 
peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (BCP, p. 
830) 
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PARISH PHOTO ALBUM 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Left: Waiting for the pageant   

 

Bottom Right: D is for disciples  

 

Photos Courtesy of Tiffany Myers. 
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Removing Christmas Decorations 

Collage: Thanks to those who took down our Christmas decorations.  

 

Photos & Collage Courtesy of: Tiffany Myers. 
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Epiphany at St. Peter’s 

Top Left: Sunday School 

Epiphany topics: Jesus’s bap-

tism and St. Peter’s Word Tree  

Bottom Left: Epiphany Pag-

eant Cast (Jan. 4)  

 

 

Collage Courtesy of Tiffany 

Myers. 

 

Photos Courtesy of: Tiffany 

Myers, Anna Albanese 



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Service Schedule 

Saturday  Eucharist ................................... 5 p.m. 

Sunday Traditional Eucharist ................ 7:45 a.m. 

 Family Eucharist ....................... 10:15 a.m. 

Weekdays 

Wednesday, Healing Eucharist ................ 10:00 a.m.  

Wednesday, Bible Study ......................... 11:15 a.m.  
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One Hartford Road, Medford, NJ  08055 

The Rev. Canon Valerie L. Balling, Priest-In-Charge  

Lisa Minerd, Parish Administrator        Brendan Moore, Music Director       

Tiffany Myers, Director of Christian Formation          Jack Hobson, Treasurer          Mark Cantarella, Sexton 

Tel: 609-654-2963         Fax: 609-654-0401         http://www.stpetersmedford.org  

Email: office@stpetersmedford.org                Newsletter email: stpetersnewsletter@stpetersmedford.org 

Saint Peter’s Church is a blessed community of faith, grounded in the power of God’s transforming love, where Jesus Christ welcomes all to 
abundant life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we follow Him in prayer and praise, study and service. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1 Hartford Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 

 .. 


